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PREFACE. 


4} Tg ESE Tales are of that interesting nature, 
ie Reader is insensibly led from one Circumstance 
to another, by a chain of events, which claim 
Vull attention, and they conclude with a Sensation 


q of pleàasing regret. 


q | Since the Arabian, which were the origin of 
4 hese Stories, none have been more generally 
3 eceived ; they are universally read on the Con- 
4 nent, and it is flattered they will not be un- 
Veasing in an Enplish dress. 


1 4 
* 


Compositions of this kind will always delight 
Hose that have gouls warmed with the power of 
4 ncy and generous pass10ns ; to Such the plea- 
3 res of imagination are beyond all other amuse- 
Es in life. 
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ä PREFACE, 


_ The design of these Histories is to reduce a 4 


Yowng Princess to reason, who had conceived an 
aversn to the pieasures of Conjugal Lelicity; : 


Jo obtain which, each Slory furnishes SOME in- 


Stance of @ failiful Lover or an aſfefionate 


Huſband ; and though each I. ale has the same 5 
origin, yet they are $0 diversified, and with suck © 


art, by a variety of events, that the last is equally 
new and pleasing as the frat. 


The 1 are romantic and gurprisiug, 
vet the probabilities are Saved "with that con- 


dud and judgment requisite lo works of genius 
aud invention ; ; the characters aud passions are 
painted from nature, and every Tale may be held 1 


as 4 fes50n for J. fe. 


The manners, customs, habits, religion, and x 
Politics of the Asiatics, are well portrayed, 50 4 
that the Keader, besides a fund of entertain- | 
ment, is fully instru ed in the customs . the 


Zastern Nations. 


That the juvenile mind may not receive any © 


bad impressions, the Stories are formed on the 


best . aud nothing that has tlie least 


rendency®$ 


_ PREFACE. = ; iy 
24 rendency towards corrupting the heart, or mili- 
5 3 {ates against religion or moral duties, is incul- 
; Þ cated; on the contrary, th e most exalted ideas 
of virtue, the accomplichment of the mind and 


heart are insinated in an engeeing manner; 


and as Such, this Book is rec ommended 10 er very 
claſs of readers, | 


In addition to the merit of the Work, several 
elegant enoravings are given, Which Will im- 
S Prin in the mind the principal Tales; and by : 
I Such i ni hressicus, render them what they Should 
[US be Lessons of Advice for 


ld MORALITY AND VIRTUE, 


2 PREFACE. 


T le design of these Histories is to reduce a = 
Young Priucess to reason, who had conceived an , 
averson to the pieasures of Conjugal Helicity; 
to obtain which, each Jory furnishes Some in- 
Stance of a faithful Lover or an affeftionate | 
Huſband ; and though each Tale has the same 3 
origin, yet they are 50 diversified, and with snch 
art, by a variety of events, that the last is equally 
new and ning as the frat. 


T he ent are romantic and gurprisinę, 9 
yet the probabililies are 5aved 'with that cou- 4 
duct and judgment requisite to works of genius I 
aud invention ; ; rhe characters and PASSIONS are F 
painted from nature, and every J. ale may be held 1 
as a le on for life, 3 
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The manners, customs, habils, religion, and 
politics of the Aviatics, are well portrayed, 6 
that the Keader, besides a fund of entertain- | 
ment, is fully instru fed in the customs of the F 
Eastern Nations. © 
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That the juvenile mind may not receive auy 
bad impressions, the Stories are formed on the! 1 
best of principles, au nothing that has the least g 


tendency) "8 
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tendency towards corrupting the heart, or mili- 


tates against religion or moral duties, is incul- 
| cated; on the contrary, {he most exalted ideas 


{ 4 MH Virtue, the accomplichment of the mind and 


Lear are insinuated in an engaging manner z 


| and as 5uch, this Book is recommended to every 
I che readers OY 5 e 


In addition to the merit of: the 77 * bern 
elegant enoravings are given, Which Will im- 


3 privt in the mind the principal Tales; and by 
uchi tmpressicns, render them what they Shou, d 


3 | be,—Les; ons of Advice f 
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OR THE 


* Thousand and One Days. 


roses: 


1 1 kingdom of Caſmire was formerly governed by 
1 a King, whoſe name was Togrulby. He had a 
ſon and a daughter, who were the wonder of their age: 
the Prince, whoſe name was Farrukrouz, was a young 
hero, adorned with a thouſand good qualities; and his 
ſiſter, Farruknaz, might very well paſs ſor a miracle in 
beauty. | 1 
Ibis Princeſs indeed was ſo very fair, and her looks 
ſo enchanting, that ſhe inſpired all men with love that 
peheld her; their paſſion became fatal to them; for 
galmoſt all either loſt their reaſon by it, or fell into a 
languiſhing condition, that inſenſibly conſumed them. 
Whenever ſhe left the palace to take the diverſion of 
hunting, the appeared without a veil. The people fol- 
ewed her in crowds, and, by their loud acclamations, 
Expreſſed the pleaſure they took in ſeeing her. She was 
_Pounted uſually on a white Tartary horle with red ſpots, 
FF nd rode in the midſt of an hundred flaves, richly attired 
Ind mounted upon black horſes. Theſe ſlaves too were 
F'ithout their veils; and although they might every one 
= f them paſs for women of an extraordinary beauty, yet 
V eir miſtreſs drew all eyes upon herſelf alone, Every 
VB VOL, I, B one 
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one was eager to approach her, notwithſtanding the 
number of guards that ſurrounded her. It was 10 no 
purpoſe that the ſoldiers rode with their ſabres drawn to. 


_—_ the people at a diſtance ; in vain they wounded, and 
even killed, ſuch as came too near; ſtill there ſucceeded 
a freſh ſupply of unfortunate gazers, that, far from fear 
ing the danger which threatened them, emed to n a 
pleaſure in dying under the eyes of the Princeſs. 

The King, nearly touched with the calamities which 
the charms of bis daughter drew upon his ſubjects. 


reſolved to withdraw her from the eyes of men. He 
laid his commands upon her, never to go out of the 


palace; ſo that the people ſaw her no more. Neverthe- 
leſs, the reputation of her beauty ſpread itſelf all over 
the Eaſt. ' A creat many Kings were enamoured by what 
fame ſaid of her; and in a little time the news at. 
. Caſmire was, Ow Anbaſſadors were ſet out from all the 
Courts of Afia to come thither, in order to demand the 


hand of the Princes; but before their arrival, ſhe. 


dreamed a dream, which gave her an averſion to men in 
general. She {aw in her ſleep a ſtag taken in a ſnare, and 
diſenta ingled from it by a doe; and the ſame doe falling 
Toon after into the ſame ſnare, inſicad of being delivered 
from it, was abandoned by the ſtag. | 

W nen Farruknaz awaked, ſhe appeared very much 
affected with this dream, and looked upon it as ſomething 
more than the illuſion of fancy. She was of opinion 
that the great Keſaya intereſted himſelf in her deſtiny, 
and that his intention was, by theſe preſages, to give her 
to underſtand, that all men were traitors, and repaid the 
tenderneſs of woman with ingratitude. 

The Princeſs, prepoſſeſſed with this ſtrange opinion, 
and fearing ſhe ſhould be given up to ſome: one of the 
Princes, whoſe Ambaſſadors were expected every. day, 
ſought out the King, her father. Without ever telling 
him that her heart was ſet againſt men, ſhe con- 
jured him, with tears in her, eyes, never to give 


her in marriage againft her own conſent. Togrulby, p 


moved with "her tears, replied, No, my daughter, l 


will not force your inclinations . —notwithitanding that 


it is uſual to ciſpoſe of perſons of your rank without 


conſulting with them 1 [Wear by Keſaya, that no Prince, 


though 


J hd mc. <a eo ian 
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I ſhall ever eſpouſe you againſt your inclinations. 
Z Princeſs, who knew the force and lolemnity of this oath, 


nation of the Princeſs. 


PERSIAN TALES. -F: 
though he were even heir to the Sultan of the Indies, 


The 


retired with her heart perfectly at eaſe, and fully deter- 

mined never. to give her conſent to any of the Princes 

who ſhould ſeek her in marriage | 90 89 
In a few days after, Ambaſſad lors arrived from divers 


2 . courts, and had each of them audience in their turn, 
F FEFvery one boaſted the alliance 
merit of the Prince whom be w as {ent to- Propoſe. 


King ſh 


of his maſter, and the 
The 
ſnewed great civ llities to them all; but, at the 
fame ae. he declared to them, that his daughter s hand 
was at her own diſpolal, becauſe he had ſworn by Keiaya, 


that he would not give her in marriage againſt her own 
inclinations. 


to refule all offers without diſtinction, "the Ambaſſadors 


NO the Princeſs having taken reſolution 


returned home full of contuſion for the ill fucceſs of 
their embaſſy. _ | 
The wiſe T ogrulby ſaw their departure with grief: he 
was appreheniive, leſt the refuſal of his daughter ſhould 
ſtir up the Princes to be his enemies; and fearins the oath 
he had made might draw upon him a troubleſome war, 
he ſent for the nurſe of Farruknaz. Sutlumems, ſaid 
he, I cannot help telling you that I am ſurpriſed at the 
conduct of the Princeſs. What ſhould be the reaſon of 
the averſion ſhe has to marriage? Speak, Is it not you 
who have inſpired her with thele ſentiments? —No, my 


= Lord, replies the nurſe, I am not an enemy to men ; this 


averſion of her's 1s the effect of a dream.—Of a dream! 
as the King, greatly ſurpriſed; what is this you tell' 
me? No, no, adds he, after a ſhort pauſe, 1 can never 
give credit to What you ſay: What dream could ever 
have the force to make fo ſtrong an impreſſion on my 
daughter? Sultumeme told him the dream ; and after 


having related all the circumſtances of it—'This, Sir, 


laid ſhe, is the dream that dwells ſo deeply in the imagi- 


She judges of all men by the 
ſtag; and perſuaded that they are all perfidious and 
ungratetul, ſhe rejects all offers alike, 


his diſcourſe increaſed the aſtoniſhment of the King, 


vrho could not conceive how the foregoing dream ſhould 


have ſo great a power over the diſpoſition of the Princeſs. 


B 2 Well, 


1-4 <4 
- 
_ 
— — — — 
— — — — — 


— 


a 


—_ — — — — 


2 — 


——2— — — —— — — — — 
G Pl 
1 
— — 


—— ann 
— — — Tg 


— . ͤ—— — 


— 


— 


— — — —— — ee 
———53r̈ñññxxñ—ñ— — —y„. 


— a * 
DS ag —— —— . . — — 
= — 2 — * - 


4 PERSIAN TALES. | 
W ell, my dear Sutlumemé, ſays he to the ür what | 
ſhall we do to conquer this diitruſt of mankind with 
which the mind of my daughter is prepoſſeſſed? Do you 
think it is poſſible for us to bring her to reaſon ? - My 
Lord, replies ſhe, if your Majetty will commit the care 
of this affair to me, I do not deſpair of fucceſs. And 
how, ſays 'Logrulby, do you propoſe to bring it about? 
I have treaſured up, anſwered the nurſe, a great number 
of entertaining ſtories, the recital of which, at the ſame 
time that they divert the Princeſs, may wean her from 
the ill opinion the has conceived of men. By letting her 
ſee that there have been faithful lovers, I make no doubt 
but I thall inſenſibly diſpoſe her to believe that there are 
pet ſuch in the Kr, In a word, Sir, continues ſhe, 
leave it to me to combat her error; I flatter myſelf that 
J ſhall be able to overthrow it, I he King approved the 
project of the nurſe, and all her care now was to find out 
the moſt favourable opportunities to put it in execution. 
Since Farruknaz utually paſſed her afternoons with 
the King, the Prince of Caſmire, and all the Princeſſes 
of the court, to hear the ſlaves that lived within the 
palace ſing, and play upon all kinds of inſtruments ; 
Sutiumeme thought the morning would be the moſt 
proper ſeaſon for her deſign, and therefore reſolved to 
make uſe of thoſe hours which the Princeſs laid apart 
for bathing. Hereupon, the day following, as ſoon as 
Farruknaz went into the bath, the nurſe ſaid to her, I 
have a ſtory full of extraordinary events; if my Princeſs 
Will permit me to tell it for her amuſement. make no 
doubt but it will prove very diverting, T he Princeſs of 
Caſmire, not ſo much to ſatisfy her own curioſity, as to 
comply with that of her woman, who preſſed her to hear 
the ſtory, gave Sutlumeme leave to enter upon it, which 
the did in the following manner. 
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| - PIDSE PAs 
HISTORY OF ABOULCASEM or nASRA. 


LL the Waben agree, chat the. Califfe Haroun 
Araſchid would have been the completeſt, as well 
as the moſt powerful Prince of his age, if his temper had 
not inclined a little too much to anger, and to an inſup- 
portable vanity. It was cuſtomary with him upon all 
occaſions to ſay, that there was not a Prince in the uni- 
verſe ſo generous as himſelf, 

Giatar, his firſt Vizier, who could not bear his vain 
way of boaſting, took the liberty one day to ſpeak to 
kim in the following manner: — O my Sovereign Lord, 
Monarch of the earth, be not offended with your ave, 
when he takes the liberty of repreſenting to you, that 
you ought not to praiſe yourſelf. Leave it to your ſub- 


jects, and to the crowd of ſtrangers, who frequent your 


O 
+ court, to ſpeak of your good qualities. Let it ſatisfy 


ou, that the firſt of theſe thank heaven that they are 
born in your dominions, and that the latter rejoice in the 
7 good fortune of having quitted their own country to live 
under your laws. 


Haroun was che at this ſpeech ; he looked with 
. countenance of anger upon his Vizier, and demanded 
* of him, if he knew any man that might compare with 


4 him in generoſity. Yes, my Lord, anſwered Giafar; in 
2 the city of Baſra dwells a young man, called Aboul- 
caſem, who, although a private perſon, lives in greater 


9 —— than any King; and, without excepting 
even your Majeſty, there is not a Prince 1 in the world o 
generous as this young man. 

At this diſcourſe the Califfe's cheeks glowed, and his 

eyes flaſhed with anger. Doſt thou not know, 1 ays he, 
F What a ſubject, who has the impudence to lie before his 
| deſerves to be puniſhed with death? I advance 
3 othing but the truth, replies the Vizier. In the laſt 

Pourney which I made to Baſra, I ſaw this Aboulcaſem ; 
4 B 3 ] was 
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1 was at his palace; ; and my eyes, though necufttoniel 
to behold your treaſures, were ſarp1iſed with his riches ; J 
and I was wholly charmed with his generous behaviour. 


At theſe words Araſchid grew outrageous, and was not 
able to reſtrain his paſſion. You are very infolent, lays 
he, raiſing his voice, to bring a private man into a com- 
pariſon with me. Your audaciouſneſs ſhail not go un- 
Ppuniſhed. He had no ſooner ſpoke, but he made a ſign 
to the Captain of his guards to come forward, and laid 
his commands upon him to ſeize the Vizier Giafar. 


After this he retired to the apartment of the Princess 
Zobeide, his wife, who turned pale with fear when the 
{aw him enter with a countenance 0 full of rage. 
My Lord, what has befallen you? ſaid ſhe—who has 
giv en you 1 to be thus angry? He informed her 
of what had paſſed, and he complained of his Vizier in 
ſuch terms as gave Zobeide to underſtand how much he 
was offended againſt his Miniſter. This diſcreet Princtls 
repreſented to Rim, that he ought for a time to keep his 
reſentment in ſuſpenſe, and to ſend ſome one to Batra to 
inquire into the truth of the matter; that, if it proved 
falfe, the Vizier ſhould be puniſhed; but, on the con- 


trary, if it appeared to be true which ſhe could not 


imagine), it would be unjuſt to treat him as a criminal. 
This diſcourſe abated the anger of the Califfe. Madam, 
ſays he to Zobiede, I approve of your counſel, and I own 
that it is a juſtice due to ſo conſiderable a Miniſter 


as Giafar, I will do more; the perſon whom I may 
intruſt with this buſineſs, perhaps from an averſion to 
my Virier, may not be faithful in his report to me; 
therefore I will undertake a journey to Baſra, and inform 
myſelf of the truth: I will make an acquaintance my- 
ſelf with this young man, whoſe generoſity is ſo much 
boaſted of in my preſence. If what has been ſaid to me 
proves true, I will heap benefits upon Giafar, inſtead of 
being angry with him for his frankneſs ; but then I ſwear, 
if what he has advanced be not true, his life ſhall pay 
the forfeit. 


Araſchid, having taken this reſolution, thought of 


nothing now but to put it in execution. He went out 
privately from his palace by night; he mounts his 
horſe, and begins his j Journey, without permitting any 
of 
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of his courtiers to accompany him, notwithſtandims all 


the entreaties of Zobeide to engage him not to go. alone. 


2 
As ſoon as he came to Baſra, he alighted at the firſt inn 


he met with in his entrance. into the city, where he was 
received by a venerable ancient hoſt. F ather, | | lays | 
Haroun to him, is it true that there is a young man in 


this city, called Aboulcatem, who ſurpaſſes even Kings 


in magnificence and in generolity? XY ee replies the 
hoſt; had I an hundred mouths, and in every mouth a 
tongue, 1 ſhould not be able to ſpeak the generous thin: 7s 


he does. The Califfe, fatigued with his journey and 


1 
wanting reſt, called for ſomething to eat; and betook 


| himſelf” to bay bed. 


The next morning he aroſe very carky:; _ went out 
to walk about the city till the rifing of the ſun. And 
now, coming up to a taylor s hop, "he inquired for the 
dwelling of Aboulcaſem. From what part of the yo , 
do you come? tays the taylor to bim. You muſt be 
utter ſtranger in Baſra, ſince you are unacquanmte a with 
the dwelling of Aboulcaſem; his houſe is better known 
than the palace of the King. 

Here the nurſe of Farruknaz was interrapied by the 
coming in of a ſlave, whole buſineſs it was to acquaint 
the Princeſs when the hour was come for her to be pre- 
ſent at the noon-day prayers. Immediately upon the 
entrance of this ſlave, Farruknaz came out of the bath, 
and put on her garments; the nurſe likewiſe broke off 
her ſtory; and the day following, when her Lady begun 
to bathe, ſhe purſued her tale as follows. 


SECOND DAY. 


HE Califfe made anſwer to the taylor, I am an 

utter ſtranger; I know no perſon within this 
city; and you will oblige me if you will appoint ſome- 
body to conduct me to the houſe of this great man. 
Immediately upon this, the taylor ordered one of his 
es to go along with him to the manſion of 
B 4 | Aboulcaſem. 


city. 
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| Aboulcaſem. The dwelling was very ſpacious; built all 


of hewn ſtone, with a portal of green marble, The 


Prince entered the court, where there was a great num- 


ber of domeſtics, as well kite as freemen, who diverted 


themſelves at their ſports, while they waited for the 


orgers of their maſter. He came up to one of them, 


and ſaid to him, Brother, I requeſt the favour of you to 


go and tell the Lord Aboulcaſem, that a  firanger deſires 
to ſpeak with him. 


Ihe fervant ſoon perceived, by the appearance of 
Haroun, that he was no mean perſon. He ran to ac- 


quaint his maſter of it, who immediately came down 
mo. the court to receive the ſtranger, whom he took by 

he hand, and led him into a very Tpacious hall. There 
hy Califfe ſaid to this young man, that he had heard 
him ſo advantageoutly ſpoken of, that he was no longer 


able to refrain from the deſire he had to ſee him. About- 


catem replied to his compliment in a very modeſt manner; 
and having ſeuted him upon a ſofa, he demanded of 1 


from what country, and of what Profeſſion e was, and 
where he lodged at Baſra. The Emperor made anſwer, 
L em a merchant of Bagdad, and I have taken lodgings 
in the firſt inn which I found upon my entrance into this 


After a converſation of a few minutes, the came 
into the hall twelve white pages, who carried vaſes of 
aggate and rock chryſtal, enriched with rubies, and filled 
with the moſt exquiſite liquors. "Theſe were followed 
by twelve ſhe ſlaves, very beautiful; ſome of which bore 
China baſons heaped with fruits and flowers, and others 


boxes of gold filled with conſerves of 2 moſt excelling 


flavour. 

The pages taſted the liquors rt, in order to preſent 
them to the Califfe. This Prince taſted of them ; and, 
although he had been accuſtomed to the moſt delicious 
liquors of the Eaſt, he confeſſed that he had never drank 
the like. In the mean time, the hour, of dinner being 


now come, Aboulcaſem conducted his gueſt into another 


hall, where there was a table furniſhed out with the moſt 
delicate rarities, ſerved in plates of maſſy gold. 
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When dinner was over, the young man took the Califfe 
by the hand, and led him into a third hall, furniſhed 
more richly chan the other two: immediately there was 
: brought 1 in a vaſt number of veſſels. of gold enriched with 
precious ſtones, and filled with wines of every ſort, toge- 
ther with chargers of China full of dry ſweetmeats, 
While the hoſt and his gueſt cheered their ſpirits with the 
moſt exquiſite wines, fingers and minſtrels came in, and 
began a concert of Muffe, with which Haroun was ra- 


viſhed: - J have, ſays he to himſelf, very extraordinar 


VOICES in my own palace; but I muſt confeſs that they do 


by no means deſerve to be compared to theſe. I cannot 
comprehend how a private perſon ſhould he able to fur- 


niſn out an expence anſwerable to this magnificent way of 
living. 


W hile this Prince attended more particularly to one 
voice, the ſweetnels of which tranſported him, Aboulca- 


fem went out of the hall and returned in a moment, hold- 
ing in one hand a wand, and bearing in the other a little 
tree, the ſtem of which Was filver, with branches and 


leaves of emerald ; and the fruit, that hung thick upon 
the tree, was made of rubies. On the top of the tree 


ſtood a peacock, finely wrought in gold; the body of 


which was filled with amber and aloes; a> other rich 
perfumes. He placed this tree at the feet of the Emperor; 


when, touching the head of the peacock with his wand, 
the bird ſpread his wings and his train, and whirled round 
with an incredible ſwiftneſs; as fait as it turned, the per- 


fumes iſſued out from all parts of its body, and catered 


their odours through the whole hall. 
The attention of the Califfe was wholly employed upon 


the tree and the peacock ; and while his eyes were fixed 


with admiration upon this object, Aboulcatem bore them 
ſuddenly away from his ſight. Arafchid was a little 
provoked at it, and ſaid within himſelf, What can be the 
meaning of this! ? This young man, meats” does not 
underſtand civilities ſo well as I imagined ; he ſnatches 


from my preſence the tree and the peacock, while he ſees. 
me intent upon them. Js he afraid that I ſhould requett 


them of him for a preſent ? J fear that Giatar was miſ- 
taken in him when he gave e him the character of a gallant 
and generous man. 


B 5 | While 


10 PERSIAN TALTS, 


While he was taken un with theſe thoughts, Aboul- 
caſem returned into the hall, accompanied by a little 
page, as beautiful as the fun, This lovely child was ar- 


rayed in a robe of cloth of gold, embroidered with pearls 
and diamonds, He held in his hand a cup made out of 


a ſingle ruby, and filled with wine of a purple colour. 


He drew near to the Califfe, and, proſtrating himſelf 
upon the earth before him, he preſented the cup to him : 
the Prince reached out his hand to receive it; and taking 
it, he bore it to his lips: when he had drank of it, as he 
Teturned it to the page, he perceived, to his great aſtoniſh- 
ment, that it was {till full to the brim. He takes it in- 
| ſtantly back again, and carrying it to his mouth, he drinks 


it up; then giving it again into the hands of the Page, 


on the inſtant he ſees it full again. 


At this amazing incident Hin Was extremely ſar- 


Priſed, and had quite forgot the tree and the peacock. He 


aſked by what means this wonder was wrought ; Sir, re- 
plied Aboulcaſem, this cup 1s the workmanſhip of an 


ancient ſage, who knew all the ſecrets of nature. Hav- 
ing {poke theſe words, he took the page by the hand, and 


went again out of the hall abruptly. The Califfe was 


again diſpleaſed. Certainly, thinks he, this young fellow 


is not well in his wits ; he brings me ont all theſe curio- 
ſities without my requiring it of him; he preſents them 
to my eyes; snd as ſoon as he perceives that I take 
pleaſure in looking upon them, diſpatches them from my 
light. Nothing can be ſo ridiculous and ſo unpolite. 
WW ell, Giafar, I ſhall teach you to make a truer eſtimate 
of men. 

He knew not what to think of the 3 of his hoſt, 
or rather he began to think meanly of him, when he ſaw 
him enter a third time, followed by a damſel covered 
with pearls and precious ſtones, and yet more ſhining in 
her beauty than in her dreſs. Upon the ſight of ſo divine 
an object, the Califfe was ſtruck with af niente; She 


made him a profound reverence, and charmed him ſtill 


more as ſhe drew nearer to him. He made here ſit down : 
in the mean time Aboulcaſem calls for a lute ready tuned. 

A lute is brought to him, made of the wood of aloes, of 
ivory, of ſental wood, and cf ebony y. He delivered this 
inſtrument to the fair ſlave, who played upon it in ſuch 
pertection, 


* 


pf 
- 
5 
.. 


LI. 


4 
by 
-H 
i 
® 
-- 
BY 
- 
_— 
VF 
Ox 
K 
2 
os 
: 
Hh 
N 
* 
* 3 
F 
*z 
3 
*. 
15 4 
3 
? 3 
"x 
79 
5 
7 % 
- 
1 
Ls 
is 
{3% 
6 > 
24 
8 
* 
*TÞ 
4 
= 
£8 
"6 
We. 
— 
7 * TY 
© 
Wh 
7 * 
. 8 
— 0 
* 
11 
4 
4 A Tg 
"x21 
5% 
© oe 
- 24 
x | 
- _ 
236 
75 
4 
4.55 
8 
* = 
FA 
26 
1 
Ws 
255 


PERSIAN TALES. DL og 11 


perfection, chat Haroun, who was a ſkilful judge, cried | 
out in the exceſs of his admiration, O young man, how 
worthy of envy is your condition ! the greateſt Kings of + 
the earth, even the commander of the faithful, is not o 
happy as you! 
As ſoon as Aboulcaſem ſaw that his gueſt was raviſhed - 
with the damſel, he took her likewiſe by the hand, and 

led her out of che hall. 


- 


THIRD DAY. 


HIS was acain a freſh occaſion of difpleaſore to the 


Califfe ; ſcarce could he contain himſelf from 


breaking out ; but he reſtrained his temper ; -and his hoſt 


returning on the inſtant, they continued to paſs the time 
agreeably till the ſetting of the ſun; then Haroun {aid to 


the young man, O generous Aboulcafcin! Jam con- 
founded at the entertainment you have given me ; permit 


D 


me now to retire, and to leave you to your repoſe. The 


young man of Baſra, who was unwilling to lay any re- 


ſtraint upon him, bowed with an air of condeſcenſion, 


and without 6ppoſing in the leaſt his deſign, waited 
upon him to the door, aſking his pardon that he had not 
received him with a magnificence Proportioned to his 
merit. 

I muſt own, ſays the Califfe, as he was returning to his 
inn, that Aboulcaſem is far ahove all Kings in magnifi- 
cence; but for generoſity, the Vizier bas no reaſon to 
bring 1 10 into a compariſon with me; for, after all, has 


he made me the leaſt preſent ? and yet! was laviſh in my 
commendations of the tree, of the cup, of the page, and 


of the damſel. My admiration ſhould at leaſt have en- 
gaged him to make an offer to me of ſome one of theſe. 
No; this man has no other quality in him but oſtenta- 
tion ; he takes a pleaſure in diſplaying bis riches to the 
eyes of ſtrangers; and why : ? only to gratily his pride and 
B 6 vanity 
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vanity. This man, rightly conſidered, is but a miſer, and 


I am not to pardon Giafar for the lie he told me. 


Full of theſe reflections, to the diſadvantage of his firſt 
Miniſter, he enters his lodgings, But how oreat was his 
| ſurpriſe to find there pieces of rich tapeſiry, , ma 


gnificent 
tents, pavilions, a great number of domeſtics, as well 
ſlaves as freemen, fine hories, mules, camels; and beſides 


all theſe, the tree and the Peacock, the page with his cup, 


and the beautiful ſlave with her jute. 


The ſervants threw themſelves proſtrate before him; 


and the damſel preſented to him a roll of paper of ſilk, 
which he opened, and read the following words 0 
my dear, my amiable gueſt, whom as yet I know not: 


1 have not, I fear, received you with that regard which is 


due to you. 1 humbly defire you, in your own good- 


nefs, to paſs over and forget any faults that 1 may have 


| been guilty of in entertaining you; and not to puniſh me 
with refuſal of theſe ſmall preſents which I ſend you, 


The tree, the peacock, the page, the cup, and the ſlave, 
were yours of courſe, becauſe you ſeemed to take a 
liking to them; for when any thing pleaſes my gueſts, 


it ceaſes to be wine, and becomes their own from that 
moment. 


When the Califfe had made an end of reading this 
letter, he could not but admire the liberality of Aboul- 


caſem; and being convinced within himſelf that he had 


judged too raſhly of this young man, Thouſands and 
millions of bleſſings, ſaid he, fall upon Giafar! It 


1s to him alone 17 owe that I am diſabuſed. Ah, Ha- 


roun, vaunt thyſelf no more the moſt magnificent and 
the molt generous amongſt men; one of thy own ſubjects 
outrivals all thy glory. But, adds he, recollecting him- 
ſelf, how is it poffible a private perſon ſhould have it in 
his power to make ſuch preſents ? I ought to aſk him 

how he came by ſuch immenſe riches, ] was to blame, 


indeed, that I did not queſtion him upon that head. 1 


am reſolved not to return to Bagdad, till 1 have ſifted 
this affair to the bottom. It is likewiſe of importance to 


me to know how it comes to paſs, that a man who is a 
ſubject in the realms which J govern, ſhould live in 


greater affluence than I can maintain. I muſt fee him 


once more, and endeavour, with the utmoſt addreſs, to 


make 
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wake him diſcover to me the methods by which he has 
been able to acquire ſo prodigious a fortune. ” 
Impatient to ſatisfy his curioſity, he leaves his new do- 


meſtics all at the inn, and returns without delay to the 


young man's houſe; there, finding himſelf with him 
alone, O too amiable Aboulcaſem, ſays he, the preſents 
which you have made me are ſo very conſiderable, that I 
fear, in accepting of them, I ſhould abuſe your genero- 


ſity. Permit me, therefore, to ſend them back ; and let 


me, charmed with the reception which you have given 
me, return to Bagdad, where I may publiſn your magni- 


ficence, and your generous turn of mind. 


Sir, anſwers the young man, with a dejected look, you 


have reaſon without doubt to be diſpleaſed with the un- 
fortunate Aboulcaſem; it muſt be that ſome one of his 
actions have diſguſted you, ſince you refuſe his preſents. 
You would not deal fo ſeverely by me, if I had been 


happy enough to content you in every thing. No, re- 


ples the Prince, heaven be witneſs for me, I am charmed 
with your politeneſs ; but your preſents are too coftly ; 
they {urpaſs even thoſe of Kings. And, if I may venture 
to give you my thoughts, you ought not to be fo laviſh 
of your riches, but to reflect, that they may one time fail 
through your generofity. _ ET 1 

At theſe words of the Califfe, Aboulcaſem ſmiled, ſay- 
ing, I am overjoyed, Sir, to find that you do not refuſe 
my preſents with any intention to puniſh me for any mil- 
behaviour of mine towards you ; and, to make you the 
more inclinable to receive them, I muſt tell you, that I can 


every day ge away the like, and richer far, without any 


inconventence to myſelf, This diſcourſe of mine, conti- 
nues he, I plainly perceive ſtrikes you with wonder; but 
you will no longer be ſurpriſed, when 1 ſhall have told 
you the adventures of my life; I ſhall not be eaſy till 1 
have placed this confidence in you. As he was ſpeaking, 
he conducted Haroun into a hall a thouſand times richer 
in ornaments than thoſe in which he had been before. It 
was exquiſitely perfumed; and at the upper end of it, 
there aroſe a ſtately throne of gold, with rich tapeſtry be- 
fore the footſtool. Araſchid could not ſo much as ima- 
gine himſelf to be in the houſe of a private man; he fan- 
cied himſelf in the palace of ſome Prince more pony 
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than himſelf. The young man obliged him to mount 
the throne, and ſeating himſelf by! his {ide, he began the 


N of his life in theſe words. 


FOURTH DAY. 


1 AM the ſon of a ear of Cairo; my father's name 


was Abdelaziz. The riches he had | in his poſſeſſion 


were ſo conſiderable, that he feared he might one day fall 
a ſacrifice to the envy or the the avarice of the Sultan of 
Egypt; for this reaſon he left his native country, and 
| ſettled himſelf at Baſra, where he married an only daugh- 
ter of the wealthieſt merchant of this city. 


Jam the ſole offspring of this marriage; and by inhe- 
riting all the wealth of my father, together with that of 
my mother, after their deaths, I found myſelf in a very 
plentiful fortune. I was then very young, and much ad- 
dicted to extravagance; and, finding that I had where- 
withal to gratify my humour of liberality, or, to ſpeak 


more properly, the prodigality of my temper; I was ſo 


profuſe in my way of living, that in leſs than three years 


] waſted my whole patrimony. Then, when it was in a 
manner too late, I began to be ſenſible of my folly, and to 


blame the extravagance of my youth. 
After the figure which 1 had ſupported at Baſra, 1 
thought myſelf” obliged to quit the place, and to retire 


elſewhere to linger out the reſt of my days in miſery and 


obſcurity. 1 thought my deplorable condition would be 
more ſupportable among ſtrangers, and far from my ac- 


8 2 
quaintance. I ſold my houſe, the only thing 1 now could 


call my own, This done, I joined myſelt to a caravan 
of merchants, with whom I went as far as Mouſe, 
from thence to Damas; and, traverſing the deſert of 
Arabia and Mount Pharan, 1 at laſt at Grand 
Cairo. — 

The beauty of the houſes and the magnificence of the 
moſques ſurpriſed me ; then, immediately recollecting 
that I was now in the city where Abdelaziz was born, 


. my 


beauty. 
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my heart began to ſwell with ſighs, and tears dropped 
from my eyes. O my father, ſaid I within myſelf, if you 
were yet living, and ſaw the deplorable condition of your 
ſon, in that very place where you enjoyed a fortune to be 
envied, how great muſt be your grief! 
Full of theſe reflections, which melted down my. foul, 
my footſteps led me to the banks of the Nile. 1 found 
myſelf behind the palace of the Sultan ; there I diſcovered. 


a young lady in a window, whoſe beauty ſtruck me. 


J ſtood ſtill to gaze upon her; ſhe perceived it, and re- 


tired. The night drawing on, and being yet unprovided 


of a lodging, I went to ſeek one out in the neighbour- 
A „„ 5 „ 

] enjoyed but little reſt ; the beauties of the young 
lady were ever preſent to my imagination; and I per- 
ceived that 1 was deeply enamoured with her. Would 
to heaven, ſaid J, that 1 had never ſeen her face, or that 
ſhe had never diſcovered me, then I ſthould not have been 
tormented with a hopeleſs paſſion for her, or I ſhould 
have enjoyed the ſatisfaction of gazing longer upon her 

The day following I loſt no time to place myſelf again 
under her window, in hopes to ſee her; bnt my expecta- 


tions were not anſwered ; ſhe never once appeared. This 


afflicted me ſorely, but did no way diſcourage my endea- 
vours ; for the day aſter J returned again, and was more 
ſucceſsful. The lady appeared; and ſeeing that I fixed 
my eyes with earneſtneſs upon her, Inſolent man, ſays 
ſhe, do you not know that your ſex is forbidden to make 
any ſtay under the windows of this palace? Fly hence 
with ſpeed ; if the officers of the Sultan happen to 
ſurpriſe you, in the place where you are, they will put 
you to death. | | | 
Far from being ftruck with fear at theſe words, and 
betaking myſelf to flight, I fell proſtrate with my face to 
the earth; then, raiſing myſelf, Madam, ſaid I, I am a 
ſtranger; I am ignorant of the cuſtoms of Cairo, and 
though I were never ſo well acquainted with them, your 
beauty would put it out of my power to have any regard 
to them. Ah, raſh man, cried ſhe, tremble leſt I ſhould 
call ſome of the ſlaves hither to puniſh thy boldneſs. In 
ipeaking theſe words ſhe diſappeared ; and I imagined 
| | that, 
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that, enraged at my temerity, ſhe ran to call ſome ſer- 
vants to chaſtiſe me. 
1 expected every minute to. 150 myſelf beſet with 6515 

diers; but moved more by the lady's anger than her 
threats, 1 remained inſenſible to the danger that might be 
ſo near me, I returned with a flow unwilling pace to 
my lodgings. It is not to be imagined how much I ſuf- 
fered that night. A raging fever, into which the violence 

of my love had thrown me, ſet my brain on fire, and 
confounded all my thoughts. 
However, the deſire of ſeeing the lady again, and the 
hopes of being looked upon with 2 more favourable eye, 
{though I had no reaſon to expect. it) calmed the violence 
of my diſtemper. Hurried on by the extravagance of 
my paſſion, I went again the day following to the banks 
of the Nile, and poſted myſelf 1 in the place where I had 
been before. 

'The young lady no ſooner perceived me, than ſhe 
ſhewed herſelf, but with a countenance ſo ſtern, that ſhe 
made me tremble with her looks. What, thou wretch, 
ſaid ſhe, after the menaces which 1 have pronounced, doſt 
thou dare to return to this place? Fly far away. Once 

more, moved by compaiſion, I warn thee, that thy 
ruin is inevitable, if thou doſt not diſappear upon the in- 
ſtant, What is it, adds ſhe, ſeeing I did not ſtir, detains i 
thee here? T make. audacious youth, the thunder is 
ready to fall upon thy head ! 

When ſhe had ſpoke, what would have prevailed with 9 
a man leſs enamoured than myſelf, inſtead of going far- 
ther off from the object of my paſſion, I looked upon her 
Vith actions full of tenderneſs, and replied, Faireſt lady, 
can you think, that a wretch, who is enamoured like 
me, and who adores you without hopes, can fear to die? 
Alas! 1 had rather loſe my life, unleſs I am permitted to 
live for you. Since then, replies ſhe, you are fo obſti- ll 
nate, go and paſs the reſt of the day in the city, and re- 
turn hither under my windows this night. This ſaid, 
ſhe vaniſhed in haſte; and left me tranſported with won- 
der, with love, and with joy. 

If hitherto I proved refractory to the commands of the 
lady, you may be ſure I now ſubmitted to them with | 

cheerfulneſs, and left the place, The expectation of the 
pleaſures, 4 
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eafures which I promiſed to mmyſolf made me forget my 


my deſtiny ; this aſſignation was to me an ample recom- 


J pence for my former 11] fortune. I went home; where 
0 3 out. 
: : | haſten to the pleſt appointment; . conducted by my love, 


found my way thither in the dark; I perceived a rope 
hanging down from a window of the lady's apartment, 


e by the help of which J obtained entrance. | paſſed | 
of through two chambers to come at a third, which was 
e magnificently furniſhed, and in the middle of it ſtood a 
of throne of ſilver. 

Ks J todk little notice of the coſtly 8 and the cu- 
ad rioſities, which at another time would have employed my 

eyes. The lady alone took up all my attention. Oh, 

he Sir, ſo beautiful an object ſure never eyes beheld! e 
he ther it be, that nature had formed her to ſhew mankind 
:h, the completeſt piece of the creation; or that my imagina- 


oſt tion, too much prejudiced in her favour.” made me inca- 
ace Apabie of ſeeing any blemiſh in her; I was perfectly en- 
hy | Fchanted with her beauty. 


in- 23 She would have me ſeat myſelf upon the throne; and, 
uns placing herſelf by me, demanded who I was ? I gave her 
C15 Þ full account of myſelf with the utmoſt ſincerity ; 
„ bend I could perceive, that ſhe heard me with ſtrict 
00 Attention. She ſeemed to be touched with my un- 
ar- 


Happy circumſtances; and this generous pity of her's, 
her Wontributed to make me love her to ſuch a degree, as 
ady, I 

like Wunate ſoever I am, I have no longer reaſon to complain, 
die? | Ince you have vouchſafed to be touched with my misfor- 
ed to 2 unes. 

d re- 
ſaid, 
won- 3 


f the 

with | 
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misfortunes. I thought I had no reaſon to complain of 


my whole employment was to perfume and dreſs myſelf 5 5 


When the night came on, and 1 thought it time to : 


ever man loved. Madam, ſaid 1 to her, how unfors- - 


enero om — gre —— !: ᷣ— — 


became his enemies, and found means in time to do him 


after a ſervice of many years, was baniſhed from the 
Court. He retired to a houſe of his own, which 
| Rood near the gates of the city, where my education 
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FIFTH DAY. 


ö HISTORY. OF DARDANE. 


TJ XSENSIBLY our hearts were mutually engaged, and 


A overflowed in expreſſions of tenderneſs on both fides. 3 
She confeſſed to me, that if I was ſmitten at the fight of # 
her, ſhe likewiſe found a pleaſure in looking upon me. 
Since you have informed me at large, continued ſhe, of 
your own hiſtory, I am not, willing that Fon {hould be 
ignorant of mine. _ 
My name is Dardane ; the city of Namas lays claim 
to my birth. My father was one of the Viziers of the 
Prince who at this day reigns there, and his name was 
Behrouz. He was a man : that made the glory of his 
maſter, and the good of the people, the motives of all his 
actions; ſuch as governed themſelves by other p principles, 1 


ul offices with the King. 'Thus the unhappy Behrouz, 


took up his whole thoughts ; but alas! he never lived to oo T 


reap the fruits of his labour; for I was but a child when Wi 


he died. $8 
Soon as the breath was out of his body mh mother 1 
turned all his effects into ready money. This un- 8 


natural woman ſold even me to a merchant that trafficked i 
in ſlaves; after which ſhe went to the Indies with a young 
man whom ſhe loved. In the mean time, the merchant j 
to whom I was ſold, carried me, with ſeveral other flaves, 
to Cairo. He clothed us all in coſtly habits ; and when 

he thought us fit to be preſented before the Sultan of . 
Egypt, "he brought us into this palace, leading 8 
into a great hall, where the Sultan was ſeated upon bis I : 
throne. 8 
We all of us paſſed in review before this Prince, who MF bu 
ſeemed to be particularly taken with my perſon : he de- ¶ ou 
ſcended from his throne, and drew nearer to me, with er 1 yo 
preſſions full of admiration, and grew laviſh in his con- ſur 
. mendationsf 
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mendations of my ſeveral beauties; then, turning to the 
merchant, my friend, lays he, ſo long as you have fur- 
niſhed me with ſlaves, you have never yet brought me 
one io beautiful as this: ſet what price upon her you 
will, I can never pay too dear for ſo lovely a perſon. 
Briefly, the Prince, overjoyed, and full of love, ordered 
the merchant a conſiderable ſum of money, and ſent him 
away with his other flaves, This done, he calls the 
chief of his eunuchs, Keydkabir ; fays he to him, conduct 
this ſun into a ſeparate apartment. Keydkabir obeyed, 
and brought me into this apartment, which is the richeſt 
in the whole palace, 1 was no ſooner placed here, but 
ſeveral Haves, young and old, came in to me; ſome pre- 
ſented me with rich drefies, and magnificent robes ; others 
brought me refreſtiiments of all ſorts; and the reſt came 
with their lutes to play to me. They all told me, that 
they were ſent to me by the Sultan; that this Prince had 
deſtined them ali to my ſervice; and that they would 
pare no endeavours to pleate me. 5 

It was not long before J received a viſit from the Sul- 
tan. He made me a declaration of his love in the 


wWarmeſt expreſſions; and the rude and artleſs anſwers 
which fell from me upon a ſubject I was ignorant of, in- 
ſtead of diſpleaſing the Prince, ſerved only to increaſe his 
d to wn 


pafſion. In a word, I became his favourite Sultaneſs. 
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4 All the ſlaves, who thought themſelves equal to me in 
beauty, were ſtung with jealouſy ; and you would hardly 
ther | 


Imagine the various artifices by which they have endea- 


Xx voured theſe three years to bring about my ruin. But, 
:ked by the precautions 1 take, their malice has hitherto been 
7 unlucceſsful. It is not that I am content with my con- 


$ dition, for ] cannot love the Sultan, and I am not am- 


bitious of grandeur : all I do is in mere contradiction to 


| the vain endeavours that my rivals put in practice to de- 


ſtroy me. 


The vexations, continued ſhe, which I create to them, 
give me much more pleaſure than the love of the Sultan; 


/ 


and yet, it muſt be allowed, he is an amiable Prince: 
but, whether it be, that our inclinations are not within 
pour power, or that my heart was by deſtiny reſerved for 
th ca- yu, you are the firſt man I ever looked upon with plea- 


con- ſure. Inantwer to ſo frank and ſo kind a confeſſion, I 
atlons oy 


vowed 
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vowed eternal love to the young lady, and I preſſed her 
not to delay my happineſs any longer. The eagerneſs of 
my paſſion, expreſſed in the moſt pathetic language, be- 
gan to melt her down into tenderneſs. But, oh, my un- 


happy ſtars! in the very inſtant that the beautiful Dar- 
dane conſented to yield to my deſires, we were ſurpriſed 
with a loud knocking at the chamber-door. 
ſay which of us was moſt affrighted. O heavens! ſaid 
the lady in a whiſper, I am betrayed We are ruined, it 


It is hard to 


is the Sultan himſelf! _ 
If the cord I made uſe of to get up to the lady had 


been faſtened to the window of the chamber where we 


were, | might eaſily nave made my eſcape; but the Sul- 


tan was now in that room out of which hung the cord. 
All therefore | could do at preſent for my ſafety was, to 
hide myſelf under the throne, while Dardane went to ſet 


«ne the door, 
SIXTH DAY. 
"HE Sultan, attended by ere black eunuchs, who 


carried flambeaus, entered in a furious manner: — 
Thou wretch of a woman! cries he, what man have you 


got here? There was a man ſeen to climb in at the win- 


dow of this apartment, and the cord ſtill hangs out. At 
theſe words the lady was ſtruck dumb; her fear made it 
impoſſible for her to think of any expedients. Search 


| every where, ſays the Sultan to his flaves, and Jet not the 


villain eſcape my vengeance. The eunuchs obeyed, and 
ſoon diſcovered me. They drew me from under the 
throne. and dragged me along the floor to the feet of 
their maſter. O miſerable wrietch ! audacious man |! 


ſaid he, are there not women ſufficient for you in the 


city of Cairo ? and ought you not to have reſpect to my 
palace ? 
Betwixt fear an confuſion I knew not where I was; 


and I believe, Sir, if the ſame adventure had 1 1 


to you at Bagdad, and that the great Haroun Araſchid 


ſhould ſurpriſe you in his ſeraglio, that you would not, 
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1 
in ſuch a juncture, be very much maſter of your reaſon. , 
I] was not able to ſpeak ; and kneeling before the Sultan, 
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9 I expected nothing but immediate death, The Prince 
now had drawn his {abre, to take with his own hands the 
2 forfeit of my life; but in the very inſtant he prepared 

2 himſelf to ſtrike, there came in an old mulatto lady, that 


ſtayed his arm. What is it, Sir, that you attempt, ſaid 


2 the to him? Do not you ſtrike theſe wretches ; ſtain not 


3 your hands with ſuch ignoble blood: they are not wor- 


* thy that even their dead bodies ſhould be buried in the 


2 earth, ſince they have had the infolence, one of them to 


4 be wanting in his reſpects to you, and the other to betray _ 


you. Give orders to have them both thrown into the 


A Nile, to become a prey to fiſhes. The Sultan followed 


'Z ths advice of the old lady; and the cunuchs caſt us head- 


long into the Nile, from the window of a tower, whole 


Walls are waſhed by this river. 


| was ſtunned with the fall; but ſoon recovering my- 


$ ſelf a little, L made a ſhift, being a {ſkilful ſwimmer, to 


gain the ſhore that lies over againſt the palace, After ſo 
great an eſcape, I now began to call to mind the young 


1 lady, whom my fears had made me forget a-while, but 


now, my love returning, made me negligent of life, I 
leaped into the Nile, and ſwimming with the ſtream, 1 
| endeavoured all I could, by the light of the ſtars, to diſ- 


cover, if poſſible, upon the water the corpſe of the unfor- 
1 


tunate lady, of whoſe ruin I had been the cauſe; but all | 


in vain : and now, finding my ſtrength decay apace, I 


1 
48 


ghazarded to no purpoſe. 
Perſuaded in my thoughts that the favourite 


as obliged to make to land, and fave a life which I 


Su]taneſs 


was drowned, I could not help reproaching myſelf with 


her death. I wept bitterly ; alas! thought I, had it not 
been for me, were it not for my diſaſtrous love, Dardane, 
the fair Dardane, had remained alive! And wherefore 
did I come to Cairo? Wherefore, knowing the ill fate 
that attends me in all things, did I ſolicit this charming 
Preature with my love? Pierced to the heart with grief, 


. to find myſelf the cauſe of her misfortune, and hating the 


Pery fight of Cairo after this unhappy adventure, Ientered 
upon the road to Bagdad, 
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After journeying ſome days, I came one evening to the 
foot of a mountain, behind which lay a conſiderabſe town, 


I laid myſelf down upon the bank of a brook to reſt, re- 


ſolving to paſs the night in that place. A profound fleep 
reitet me to my ſtrength, and quieted my mind : and 
now the light of the riüng fun began to ſhoot through 


the ſky, when my {lumbers were broken by the groans of 


ſome one not far off. AsTliftened attentively, it ſeemed 
to me to be the complaining of ſome woman that was 
rudely treated. I raiſed myſelf up immediately, „and di- 
recting my ſteps towards the voice which I heard, I could 


Perceive a man employed with a Bienen to make a pit in 


the earth. 

I concealed myfelf behind the ſhelter of a buſh to * 
ſerve him. When he had made a pit, I could perceive 
he laid ſomething in it ; and, 6 Uing up the pit with the 
earth, he went his way. I * ſun being now quite riſen, 
and the day in its full luſtre, ] went up to that ſpot of 
ground to ſatisfy my curioſity ; I took out the earth, and 
diſcovered a large ſack of linen cloth all bloody, in which 


there was a young woman uit expiring. I could diſtin- 


guiſh by her garments, though very much ſtained with 


blood, that ſhe mult be a perſon of quality. | What cruel 


hand, cried I aloud, ſeized at once with horror and 
compaſſion, what barbaritn has dealt ſo inhumanly by 


aſſa 
The lady, whom 1 thought paſt all apprehenſion. 


heard my exclamations, and ſaid to me, O Muſſelman, 
be charitable, and give me ſuccour; if thou haſt any love 
for thy ſervant, give me a drop of water to cool my thirſt, 


8 
and eaſe the bitterneſs of my pain. I ran immediately to 


the fountain, and filling my turban with water, bore it 
inſtantly to her. She drank of the water, and opening 
her eyes, fixed them full upon me. : 

O young man, {aid the, who comeſt in due time for 
my relief, help me to ſtop the effuſion of my blood. | 


believe my wounds are not morts: 5 fave my lite and thou | 


halt not repent it. 


I.took my turban to pieces, 7 tore off a part of 
my garment ; and when 1 had bound up her wounds, 


this Young lady? The vengeance of heaven purſue the 


Finith, ſaid ſhe, the charitable work which thou hai 


begun; 
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begun; bear me into the town, and let my wounds be 


drefied, Fair lady, replied I, I am a ſtranger; I have not 


one acquaintance in the town. If I am aſked how I 


came to be found with a damſel almoſt deprived of life, 


what anſwer can I make? Say, replied ſhe, that I am 


our ſiſter, and never fear the conſequence, | 
1took the lady upon my ſhoulders, and carrying her 


F into the city, I went with her to lodge in an inn, where I 
ordered a bed to he prepared for her with ſpeed. I] ſent 
for a ſurgeon to probe her wounds; he aflured me they 


were not dangerous: ſo it proved, and her recovery was 


2 completed in a month. While ſhe was yet in a mend- 
ing condition, ſhe called for paper and ink. She wrote 
ga letter, and putting it into my hands, Go, ſaid ſhe, to 
the place where the merchants aſſemble; there enquire out 
Mahyar, give him that letter, then take from him what 


he gives you, and return. | Ee 
| carried the letter to Mahyar ; he read it with great 


3 attention; then kifling it in àa reſpectful manner, he put 
it upon his head. After this he took out two large 
Purles filled with ſequins of gold, which he delivered to 
me. I returned with them directly to the lady, who 
gave me orders to hire a houſe. Accordingly 1 hired a 
houſe, and we went both of us to lodge in it. As ſoon 


O 


gas we were lettled, ſhe wrote a ſecond letter to Mahyar, 
ho gave me four purſes filled with pieces of gold. 
By the lady's orders, l bought wearing apparel for her 
and for mylelf, together with a number of ſlaves 1 - 
ſerve us. X | 


SEVENTH DAY. 


PASSED in the neighbourhood for the lady's bro- 
ther, and I lived with her as if I had been ſuch in 


effect, notwithſtanding that the was very beautiful, Dar- 
Jane tall took up all my thoughts; and ſo tar was | from 


giving myſelf up to a new paſſion, that I would more 


than once have quitted this lady, but ſhe begged of me 
not to abandon her. Have patience, yong man, ſaid ſhe; 


I have 
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generoſity, every thing ſhe required of me. 


it; and I found him fitting in his ſhop. 


24 PERSTAN TALES. 


I have yet a while occaſion for your ſervice. I will ſoon 


inform you wno J am; and J make no doubt but ] ſhall 
be well able to recompence the good offices you have 
done wm. : OS | * 


I eontinued with her fill, and 1 did, out of pure 


9 J was very 


_ curious to know why and how ſhe came to be aſſaſſinated, 
but could not prevail upon her to tell me. 
vain, I often requeſted of her to give me her hiſtory, in 


which point alone ſhe always kept a profound ſilence. 


Go, ſays ſhe, one day, giving me a purſe of ſequins, 


go and find out a merchant called Namahran. Tell 
him that you come to buy ſome rich ſtuffs ; he will ſhew 
you of ſeveral ſorts: chuſe out of them ſome pieces, and 


pay him what he demands: then ſhew him all manner 
of reſpect and civility, and bring me the ſtuffs. I in- 
quired out the abode of Namahran : I was directed to 
I faw a young 
man of exquiſite ſhape and feature, with ſhort criſped 
hair, black as jet : he had rich pendants in his ears, and 


large diamonds upon every finger. I ſeated myſelf by 


him, and demanded to ſee ſome ſtuffs: he opened ſeveral 
pieces before me, out of which I made choice of three. 
He put a price upon them ; and I counted out the money 
to him. Then I ſtood up, and taking my leave in the 


moſt reſpe&ful manner, I delivered the ſtuffs to be carried 
home by a ſlave, who followed me. 


'Fwo days after, the lady gave me another purſe, and 
bid me go again to Namahran to buy more ſtutfs ;—but 
ſtill remember, added ſhe, that you muſt not ſtand with 
him about the price: whatever he ſhall aſk of you, you 
muſt not fail to give it. As ſoon as the merchant ſaw 
me return, and J had told him my buſineſs, he unfolded 


before me his richeſt ſtuffs : I choſe out ſuch as pleaſed 


me moſt; and when I was to pay him, I threw down my 
purſe, deſiring Namahran to take what he thought con- 
venient, He was very much pleaſed with my generous 
way of proceeding, and ſaid to me, May l, Sir, deſire 
the honour of your company to dine one day with me? 
Very, readily, replied I; and if you pleaſe, it ſhall be to- 
morrow. The merchant told me that I ſhould very 
much oblige, him. EI 


When 


It was in 
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3 When 1 acquainted the lady that Namahran had in- 
| 3 vited me to dine with him, ſhe appeared very much 
— | egy ei with ; joy. Fail not, ſaid ſhe, to go thither, 
"Rand likewiſe to invite him to your lodgings to-morrow. 


— Tel him that you have a mind to treat him in your 
turn; I will take upon me the care of providing a ſump- 
4 euous entertainment. I could not tell what to think of 


1 he exceſs of joy which broke from her upon this occa- 

1 Hon; 1 ſaw well that ſhe had ſome deſign | in her heart, 
Fibough ] was far from diving into 1t. 1 was punctual 

d 3 Jon the morrow in going to the merchant, who enter- 
1 * YR: zine me very handſomely. Before we parted, in- 


v Forme him of the place of my abode; and I told him 
1 chat the day following I was defirous of his company 
T 4 Fit dinner with me. 

— q 3 He was punctual to his hour: We both ſat down to 
4 Poe table, and we paſſed the remaining part of the day 


g per the moſt exquiſite wines. The lady was not willing 
d I o be of the company; nay, ſhe ſtudiouſly kept herſelf 
d roncealed during the whole repait. As ſhe had ſtrongly 


y harged me to amuſe the merchant, and not to ſuffer him, 
al Dd; any means, to return home that night, I ſtayed him, 
e. | in oppoſition to all the preſſing inſtances he made to be-- 
ey one. We continued to drink on, and lengthened out 
he Pur entertainment till midnight. After this I led him 


ed : nto a chamber, where there was a bed ready prepared 
3 or him: there I took my leave of him, and retired to 


ad Wy own apartment. I laid myſelf down to fleep ; but 
ut : had not long enjoyed my reſt before the lady came to 
th 4 Jake me. She held in one hand a torch, and in the 


ou 4 ther a dagger. Young man, faid ſhe to me, ariſe; 
W | 3 dme and fee thy gueſt bathed in his perfidious monk 


ed Struck with horror at theſe words, I arofe and put 
ſed 1 my garments in haſte; 1 followed the lady into the 
ny Perchant's chamber; and ſeeing the wretch extended 


on- eathleſs upon the bed— Ah, cruel woman! cried I, 
dus hat have you done? how could you commit ſo black 


fire deed? and why would you make me the ſervant of 
de? ur rage? - Young ſtranger, replied ſhe, let it not grieve 
to- u that you have helped me to be avenged of Namah- 
ery n: he was a traitor. You will not think him to be 


9 mented, when you ſhall know his crime; or rather, 
hen vor. 1. C f when 
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city. One day, as I went to the public baths, I hap- 


— 


which appeared ſtrong upon me) had not diſcovered the 


related to her the manner of my falling ſo unfortunately | 
in love; and, by what I ſaid, the ſoon perceived that I * 
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when J ſhall inform vou, that he is the author of my iF# 
misfortunes, which J am going to relate to you, 1 
1 am, continues ſhe, daughter to the King of this 1 


pened to caſt my eye upon Namahran in his ſhop : ] was 


ſmitten with him; and in ſpite of all that! could do, 7 


was not able to drive him from my thoughts; ] found 
that I loved him, and endeavoured at firſt to 8 my 

haſſion. I repreſented to myſelf my own diſgrace, and 

flattered myſelf that | ſhould be able to overcome my MF 
love by the force of reaſon; but, alas! I found I was 
deceived : my love triumphed over my pride, I began to 
languiſh, and to loſe my reſt and peace of mind. My 
paſſion now growing daily upon me, I fell into a ſicknels, 2 
of which I had infallibly died, if my Governeſs (who 
was better ſkilled than my phyſicians in the ſymptoms 


true cauſe of my indiſpoſition. By her addreſs, ſhe 3 
brought me to confeſs that her conjectures were true. 1 


i p a. woo. co ac 


Was diſtractingly fond of Namahran. b 

She pitied the condition ſhe ſaw me in, and promiſed 3 
me her aſſiſtance to relieve my miſery. Accordingly 
one night ſhe found means to bring the young merchant 4 
into the ſeraglio, in a woman's dreſs, and conducted him 
into my apartments; — beſides the tranſports my heart 7 1 


— 


felt upon the fight of him, I had likewiſe the pleaſurc Ha 
to obſerve that he was no leſs tranſported with his good v 
fortune. After I had kept him ſeveral days concealed in d 
my cloſet, my governeſs conducted him out of the i 


ſeraglio with as good ſucceſs as ſhe brought him in; and, = 
from time to time, he returned to me under the ſame 4 


2 
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EIGHTH DAY. 


= OTHING would ſatisfy me but F muſt once ne- 


deavour, in my turn, to make * amahran a viſit. 


I was delighted with the thoughts of Iurprifing him — 


not douhting that he wenld be very much pleated with 
an adventure that might convince nira of the excels of 
my fondneſs for him. I wenf therefore one night out of 


my palace, through the by-ways, Which I knew, and 
came to his houte ; it was no difficult matter for me to 
find it out, becaute ] had taken a particular notice of it 
in going to and returning from the baths. I knocked at 
| the door; a flave came to open it, and demanded who I. 
was, and what my buſineſs, ] am, anfwered J, a young 
lady of this city, and would tain ſpeak with your 
maſter.— Ile has company with him, replied the flave 
be is at preſent engaged with another lady; come again 
to-morrow. 105 | | 


No ſooner had he ſpoke, but I felt a tempeſt of jea- 


louly riſe within my breaſt, too ſtrong for icaton to con- 


troul; I became like one diſtracted; inſtead or retiring, 


1 ruſhed abruptly into the houſe, and running forward 


towards a hall, Where 1 fiw lignts, and all the appear- 


5 1 
11 


anves of a ban guet, the firſt object that blaſted my ſight 
was the merchant Etting at table with a beautiful young 
damſel: there was wine beiore them, and they were 


nent upon finging tongs full of love and tendernets. 


At this unexpected viſion my rage broke looſe; I flew 


upon the dame) With all the violence my itrength could 
ſupply, and had, without douht, torn her to pieces, had 
ſhe not found means to make her eſcape; nor did } onl 


1 alm my vengeance at ny rival, but fell likewiſe UPON 


Namahran with all my fury. | 

He threw himſelf immediately at my feet, embraced 
my knees, aſked my pardon, and ſwore that he would 
never betray me more; he appeaſed my rage, and I 


ſuffered myſelf to be overcome by his oaths and his ſub- 
miſſion. He likewiſe prevailed upon me to fit down and 


8 2 drink 
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drink with him,” which I did ſo long, till the wine had 


overpowered me. When he ſaw me in this condition, 


the traitor gave me ſeveral gaſhes with a knife; 1 
fainted with the loſs of blood; he believed me dead; 


and tying me up in a great ſack of linen cloth, he bore 


me himſelf upon his thoulders out of the city to the 


place where you found me. While he was employed in 


digging a pit to bury me, I had time to recover my ſpirits 
a little, and to breath out ſome complaints; but far from 
being moved with any tenderneſs, or with fs much com- 


paſſion as to kill me before he laid me in the ground, the 


barbarian took a pleaſure to bury me alive. 
As for Mayhar, that other merchant, to whom you 
carried my letters, he is merchant to the ſeraglio: : 1 ac- 


quainted him that I wanted money, and wrote him an 


account of my adventure; conjuring him to keep it a 


ſecret, till I had tated the pleaſure of a full revenge. 


This, O young man, 1s the whole of my ſtory : 1 was 


not willing to let you know it ſooner, leſt you thould 
have made a ſcruple of bringing my victim hither, I 
believe now you cannot diſapprove what I have executed 
ſo bravely ; and if you have any deteſtation for men of 


treacherous hearts, you muſt needs applaud me, who 
have had the courage to pierce that of Namahran, 
When the morning comes, added ſhe, we will go to- 
gether to the palace; the King, my father, is paſſion- 
ately fond of me: I will confels my fault to him, and 1 
hope that he will give me his pardon ; and ſurther, I 
dare promiſe, that he will heap benefits upon you. 
No, Madam, replied I to the Princeſs, I aſk no recom- 
penſe for ſaving you. Heaven be my wiatnefs, I repent 
it not; but I own J am grieved that I have been to 
inſtrumental to your revenge. You have abuſed m 


complaiſance in making me an accomplice to betray 


7 
Namahran; you ſhould rather have engaged me to 


avenge your wrongs with honour. I would have expoſed 
life for you with willingneſs. In a word, Sir, 
ach I thought Namahran deſerved his fate; I o 
much regretted that I had been drawn in to betray him 
to his death, that I abandoned the lady that inſtant, and 
ſet her promiſes at nought. I went out of the town 
before it was day; and when the morning came on, I 
* | faw 


1 X {aw at ſome diſtance a caravan of merchants encamped 
„ in a field. I made up to it; and finding they were 
1 journeying towards Bagdad, where I was impatient to 


- arrive, I went along with them, 
e l came happily to the end of my journey, but reduced 
e co very ſcanty circumſtances. Of all the money I brought 
* away, 1 had now but one ſequin of gold remaining: this 
s Il changed into apres; and I bought fruits and ſweet- 
a XJ meats, and balm of roſes. With thete I went every day 

's 


= to a ſhop, where perions of quality reſorted to drink 
e cooling liquors : there I preſented my baſket of little 
"MF merchandizes round to every” one; each of them took 
uw what he liked, and every one gave me ſome {mall piece 


— Hof filver; that this little trade ſupplied me with a con- 


n venient ſubſiſtance. | | | 

a One day as I preſented my flowers up and down in 
>. this cool-liquor ſhop, there was in one corner of the 
as room an old man, who had efcaped my notice; he, ſee- 


a 1 ing that I did not addreſs myſelf to him, called to me, 
I Friend, ſays he, how comes it that you do not offer to 


d me fome of your wares as well as to others? Do you 
of not then take me for a perſon of faſhion ? or do you 
io imagine that I have no money in my putſe ?—Sir, re- 
n. h plied I, I beg of you not to be offended with me; I do 
o- aſſure you that I ſaw you not: what I have is at your 
n= Wtcrvice, and I aſk nothing. Upon which I preſented my 
| baſxket to him. He took out an apple, and bid me fir 
| aon by him; I ſeated myſelf, and he put a thouſand 
| queſtions to me; he aſked me who I was, and what was 
n- my name. Excuſe me, Sir, ſaid I, with a ſigh, if I am 


nt 8 unwilling to gratify your curiolity ; I cannot oblige you 
ſo therein, without renewing griefs, which time begins to 
ny ear out of my mind. Theſe words, or rather the tone 
ay 8 df voice with which I uttered them, put a ſtop to the 
to old man's importunity : he changed the diſcourle; and, 
fed fter a long converſation together, when he roſe to go 
ir, way, he took out of his purſe ten ſequins of gold, 


ſo rich he put into my hand. 

l was ſurpriſed at this liberality of his: the perſons of 
nd he firſt rank, whom 1 uſed to treat with my baſket, 

wn ever gave me near the value of one ſequin ; ſo that I knew - 
„ 1 ot what to think of this man. The next day I came 
aw 9 8 c 3 5 again 
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FT his day he was one of the firſt that I took notice o- 


making me fit down by him, he urged me with ſo uch 


ceived a kindneſs and a friendſhip for you, and I adopt 


ments to this venerable old man for the honour which * 


— — — 


along with him to a ſpacious houfe, in which he lived; 


me; he ordered variety of rich habits to be brought me. 
1 imagined my father Abdelaziz to be till living, and 1 
forgot that I had ever been in miſery. 


30 5 PERSIAN TALxSs. 3 
again to the ſhop, and there I found my old man again. A 


T went up to him, and he took a little balm ; after which, 


earneſtneſs to give him fome account of myſelf, that it 
was not poſſible ſor me to deny him. 


I related to him every circumſtance of my life; and ] 


after I had put this confidence in him, he ſpoke to me I 


thus: — I knew your father. I am a merchant of Baſra; fte 
J have no children, neither hopes of any. I have con- 


you for my lon, therefore, my child, be comforted, and 
forget your paſt ee Ry You ſhall find in me a 
father, richer than Abdelaziz, and who will love you 
with as great a tenderneſs, T returned my acknowledg- 


did me, and I followed him when he went out. He bid 
me throw away my baſket and flowers, and took me 


he afligned me an apartment there, with flaves to attend 


When this merchant had diſpatched all his buſineſs, 
and ſold off the cargo of goods which he brought to 
Bagdad, we ſet out "together for Balra. My friends, 
who little thought ever to ſce me again, were furprited | 
to find me adopted by a man who was accounted the 
moſt ſubſtantial merchant in the whole city. 1 made it 
my ſtudy to pleaſe the good old man, and he was 
charmed with the complaiſance of my temper. He 
would often ſay to me, Aboulcaſem, I think myſelf very 1 
happy to have met with you at Bagdad; to me you Wl 
appear worthy of all I have done for you. 1 

J was ſo {endbly touched with his goodneſs towards 
me, that, far from abuſing it, I prevented his deſires in 
every thing which J thought would pleaſe him ;—in-' 
ſtead of laying out my time amongſt men of my,own 
age, I confined. myſelf to his company and hardly ever 
quitted him. | 4 
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RR NINTH DAY. 


eg? 


3 N the meantime, the good old man fell deſperately 1 8 
I i, —inſomuch, that it was not in the power . 
to reſtore him; and now, deſpairing of life, he ordered 
every one but me to retire, Then turning towards me, 
lt is now time, ſaid he, my ſon, to reveal an important 
ſecret to you. If I had nothing more to leave you but 
IAtbis houſe, with the riches you ſee in it, I thould think I 
left you but a moderate fortune; but all the wealth 


which I have amaſſed through the whole courſe of my 


lite, though very conſiderable for a merchant, is nothing 
in compariſon of a treaſure which lies hid here, and 
which 1 ſhall diſcover to you. TI will not pretend to tell 
you how many years ago, by whom, nar by what means 
it came hither, being myſelf ignorant of all this; all I 
know of the matter is, that my grandfather made a diſ- 
8 covery of it to my father a little before his death, who, 

in the ſame manner, entruſted me with the ſecret when 
he found himſelf dying. | | 
But, continued he, I have one counſel to give you, 
gand have a care how you diſregard it. You are natu=- 
rally generous. When you ſhall find yourſelf in a con- 
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| ition to gratify your inclinations, you will laviſh away 


our riches; you will entertain all ſtrangers magnifi- 
2X cently, who ſhall come to you; you will load them with 
JF preſents, and you will do good to all who ſhall implore 
pour aſſiſtance. This very conduct, which I ſhould 
greatly approve of, if you could continue to practiſe it 
without danger, will one day be the caule of your ruin. 
I foreize you will live in ſo {ſplendid a manner, that you 
will ſtir up the envy of the King of Baſra, or draw 


upon you the avarice of his miniſters ; they will ſulpect 
8 


you have a treaſure concealed, they will ſpare no pains 
to diſcover it, and they will take it from you. To pre- 
vent this misfortune, you need only follow my example: 
l have always, as my grandfather and my father did 
before me, exerciſed my profeſſion as a merchant, and 
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enjoy the pleaſures of life? 


TT 


enjoyed this treaſure without oſtentation: we never 


made any expence that might draw the eyes of the world 


upon us. 5 | 245 

I promiſed the merchant that I would imitate his 
moderation: he acquainted: me with the place where 
this treaſure lay hid, aſſuring me how great ſoever a 


notion I might form of the riches laid up there, that 1 
ſhould find them ſurpaſs my imagination. When this 


generous old man died, and when, as his ſole heir, I had 


performed the duty of his obſequies, I took poſſeſſion of 


all that was his, of which this houſe is a part, and I 


Went to viſit the treaſure. I muſt confeſs to you, Sir, 
that I was amazed when I ſaw it; if it be not inexhauſ- 
_ tible, it is at leaſt ſo very abundant, that it would be im- 
Pothble for me to waſte it, though Heaven beſtowed upon 


me a longer term of life than ever was granted to any 


man. There is not an inhabitant in Baſra who has 


not taſted of my bounty; my houſe is open to all that 
ſtand in need of me, and I ſend no man away diſſatisfied. 
Can he be ſaid to poſſeſs a treaſure who dares not uſe it? 
and can I make a better uſe of it than by employing it 
to relieve the neceſſitous, to entertain ſtrangers, and to 


Immediately every one imagined that I was going to 
ruin myſelf a ſecond time. Had Aboulcaſem, ſaid the 


people, all the treaſures of the commander of the faith-- WM 


ful, they would not ſuffice him. But, in a little time 
more, they were very much aſtoniſhed, when, inftead of 


_ ſeeing my affairs in any diſorder, they perceived me 


Houriſh every day more and more; they could not con- 


ww 


ceive how I ſhould, as it were, increaſe my riches by 


{quandering them. 1 

Notwithſtanding all this, I lived at ſuch an extraor- 
dinary rate, that at laſt I drew envy upon myſelf, as the 
old man had foretold me: it was reported up and down 
the city that I had found a treaſure; this alone was ſuffi- 
cient to draw numbers of covetous perſons to my houle. 
The Lieutenant of Baſra came to make me a viſit. I am, 
fays he, the Lieutenant of the city, and I come to 
demand of you where the treaſure hes that ſupports you 
in ſo. great magnificence? I was confounded at thete 


words, and knew not what to reply. 
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He judged very rightly, from the diſorder in my looks, 
chat the rumour ſpread of me in the city was not, with- 
Tout ſome ground ; but inſtead of prefling me to diſcover 
my treaſure, Signior Aboulcaſem, ſaid he, I exerciſe my 
*. like a man of underſtanding; m make me a preſent 
fit for me to receive, and I ſhall give you no further: 
trouble. What will ſatisfy you, ſaid 1? — 1 ſhall content 
myſelf, replied he, with ten ſequins of gold paid me 
a Fe. I anſwered that it is too little; I will give you 
1 tn hundred. You need only call here every day, or at 
the end of every month, and N treaſurer ſhall count 
them out to you. 
The Lieutenant vras N at what | ſaid,” I with 
with all my heart, Sir, replied he, that you had found a 
thouſand treaſures ! Enjoy your wealth in quiet; FE. 
I | ww you never to give you any trouble in the poſſeſ- 
3 on of it. I adv .anced a conſiderable ſum to him, and. 
e went his wa | i 
2 Not long aiter this, the Vizier Aboulfatah Waſchy 
Ment for me; and taking me into his cloſet, he ſaid, 
4 Foung man! I am informed that you have found a trea- 
7 ure; you know that the fifth part belongs to Ged, and 
ou muſt give it to the King. Pay down therefore the 
ich part, "and you ſhall remain a quiet poſſeſſor of the 
"3 ther four.—T anſwered, Sir, I will confeſs that I have 
Pound a treaſure, and at the ſame time I ſwear to you by 
3 he great God, who created both you and me, that E 
ever will Eros it, though were to be torn piece 
Sneal; but I will oblige myſelf to give you every day a 
1 thouſand ſequins of gold, provided you, upon that con- 
Mition, will give me no trouble. Aboulfatah complied 
Is readily as ths Lieutenant; he ſent a truſty ſervant, to 
rhom my treaſurer paid thirt 1 thouſand ſequins for the: 
Mrrſt month; 
This Vizier fearing, doubtleſs, leſt the King of Baſra. 
ight come to the knowledge of what had maſſed, choſe 
Father to ſpeak of it himſelf. The King heard him 
ctentirely; and thinking it an affair worth inquiring”: 
to, he ſent for me. tHe received me with a Plealing 
ountenance, and ſaid, O young man, Way will you. not. 
et me lee your t :furet 130 vou think me lo unjuſt as 
o take it from vou! - Sir, ephed I may your Majeſty” 
ve: While the ſun. and moon endursth; but as fbr my 
GY: ticaluicys 
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| treaſure, though my fleſh \ were to be torn with red hot 3 
| pincers, I will not diſcover it. I give my conſent to 
, pay your Majeſty every day two thouſand ſequins of 
| gold : if you refuſe to accept of them, and you think 
it more for your intereſt to put me to death, you have 
| but to give your orders. I am prepared to ſuffer 
all the torments imaginable, rather Fan fatisfy your 1 
| _ curioſity 1 
| W hen 1 kind ſpoke, the King caſt his eye upon the 
| | Vizier, and aſked his advice. Sir, favs the miniſter, the 
ſum he offers is ſo very conſiderable, that it is a treaſure 
of itſelf. Give the young man leave 40 go, and let him 
j hve in his utual magniticence, provided he is punctual 
„ in performing the w ord which he has given to your Ma- 3 


jeſty. The King followed his countel, and let me 5 = 
from his preſence with ſeveral careſſes. From that da 
forward, by virtue of the teveral agreements 1 had ah ö 


with the Lieutenant, the Vizier, and the King, I con- 
tinued to pay every year more than one million and {ſixty 


thouſand ſequins of gold. And now, Sir, I have told 
you all you were defirous to know ; you ought no longer 


to be ſurpriſed at the preſents ] have made you, nor at 


any thing Which you have ſeen in my houſe. 


When Aboulcaſem had made an end of relating "TM 1 


adventures, the Califte, inflamed with a ſtrong defive to 
Tee the treaſure, ſaid to him, Is it poſſible there ſhould 
be a treaſure rich enough to ſupport your generous way 


of life ? To me it ſeeing incredible: and if it be not too 
great a requeſt to make, 1 ſhould defire, Sir, a light of 4 
that which is in your poſſeſſion; giving you my 1 9 
and oaths of the greateſt ſolemnity, that | will not abuſe 1 


the confidence you place in me. 


The ſon of Abdelaziz ſeemed troubled at what the 3 


Califfe ſaid, and replied, This curiotity, Sir, of yours 3 
afflicts me; I cannot comply with it, but upon condi- 
tions that. will appear harth. Give yourſelf no trouble 
on that ſcore, faid the Prince; let the conditions be what 


they will, I willingly ſubmit myſelf to them. You mult 3 
| then, aniwers Aboulcaſem, be content to have your eyes 


blinded, and let me abit you unarmed, and with your 


head bare, while I hold a ſcymeter in my hand, pre- I 
pared to give you a thoutand mortal wounds when yo 1 
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offer to violate the Jaws of hoſpitality, I know very 
well, adds he, that I may be accuſed of imprudence, and 
that I ought not comply with your defire ; but I place a 
confidence in your oaths ; and, moreover, I cannot find 
in my heart to fend away a gueſt diſlatisfied. 


Let me entreat you then, replied the Califfe, to gratify 


my curioſity this inſtant. it is impoſſible, replied the 


young man, I ſhould at this inſtant comply. Stay with 
me this night; and when all my domeſtics are faſt aſleep, 


I will come into your apartment in order to conduct you. 
Xx Having ſaid this, he called for his ſervants, and by the 
light of a great number of tapers, which were borne by 
| flaves in golden candleſticks, he led the Prince into a 
magnificent chamber, and retired himſelf to his own. 


Ihe tlaves undreſſed the Emperor, and put him to 


bed; then retired, after they had placed their tapers 


at the head and at the feet of the bed, which, being 


made of perzxumed wax, gave an agreeable ſinell as they 


burned. 


TENTH DAY. 
JS AROUN ARASCHID never cloſed his eyes: he 


expected Aboulcaiem with impatience, who came 
to him about midnight, and ſaid, Sir, all my domeſtics: 
are faſt aſleep; there is a profound filence over all the 
houſe. Now I can wait upon you to my treaſure, upon 
the conditions which J have mentioned. Let us go then, 


AX antwered the Califfe, rifing ; I am ready to follow you: 


and I ſwear by the Creator of the heavens and of the earth, 
that you ſhall never have cauſe to repent the ſatisfying of 
my curioſity. 

The ſon of Abdelaziz helped the Prince to put on his 
clothes ; then tying a bandage over his eyes, It is with. 
the utmoſt regret, Sir, ſaid he to him, that I am forced 
to deal thus by you: your air and your manners ſpeak 
you worthy of confidence. I approve of your precau- 
tions, ſays the Emperor, interrupting him; and I am far 


from taking any thing amiſs. Aboulciſem led him 
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down a pair of back ſtairs into a garden of a vaſt extent; 


_ concealed. 
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and after paſſing through ſeveral intricate walks, they 


both went down into the place where the treaſure lay 


It was a profound and ſpacious vault under ground, 
the entrance to which was covered by one entire ſtone. 
At firſt they went down a long dark paſſage, at the end 
of which was a great hall that ſhone with the luſtre of 


. carbuncles. When they came into the middle of this 


hall, the young man took the bandage from the eyes 


of the Califfe, who was firuck with aſtoniſhment at 
What he ſaw. A baſon of white marble, which was fifty 
feet in circumference, and thirty feet deep, ſtood in the 


middle ; it was full of great pieces of gold, round and 
about it roſe twelve pillars of the ſame metal, upon 
which ſtood twelve ſtatues of precious ſtones, exquilitely 
wrought. IE ES 

Aboulcaſem led the Prince up to the baſor, and ſaid to 
him, This baſon is thirty feet deep: behold this quantity 
of gold! it has not yet ſunk above two inches. Do you 
imagine that I can waſte all this in a ſhort time? Ha- 


' Toun, when he had conſidered the baſon attentively for a 


while, made anſwer, Theſe riches are indeed immenſe, 
but you may conſume them. Well, replies the young 
man, when J have emptied this baſon, I will have re- 


courſe to what I am going to ſhew you. This ſaid, he 


5 


led him onward into another hall more aſtoniſhins than 


the firſt, where there were ſeveral ſofas of red brocade, 


thick ſet with an infinite number of pearls and diamonds. 
In the middle there was likewiſe a baton of marble; it 
was not indeed ſo wide nor ſo deep as that in which 
the pieces of gold were; but then it was full of rubies, 
of topazes, of emeralds, and all forts of precious ſtones. 


Never was any man fo ſurpriſed as the Califfe ſeemed 


to be at this; ſcarce could he perſuade himſelf that he 
was awake. This fecond baſon appeared to him an en- 
chantment. While his eyes were yet fixed upon it, the 
fon of Abdelaziz pointed out to him two perions upon a 
throne of gold, who, he told him, were the firſt poſſeſſors 
of the treaſure. Theſe were a Prince and Princeſs, whoſe 
heads were adorned with crowns of diamonds. They 


ſeemed ſtill alive, and were laid at full length, with their 
7 ek : heads 
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2X heads inclined to each other; and at their feet was a table 
of ebony, upon which theſe words might be read :!— 
» PDuring the courſe of a long life, I have amaſſed toge- 
ther all the riches that are laid up here. I have taken 
Z towns and ſtrong caſtles, which I have pillaged. I have 
XZ conquered realms, and beaten down all my enemies. I 
have been the moſt puiſſant monarch of the earth; but 
all my proweſs at laſt yielded to death. Whoever ſhall 
2X ſee me in the condition I now am in, let him open his 
1 eyes; let him reflect, that I once was living, like himſelf, 
and that he will one day die like me. Let him not 
fear that this treaſure will fail; it is inexhauſtible: let 
him make uſe of it to acquire friends, and to lead an 
agreeable life; for when the hour appointed for him is 
come, all theſe riches will not ſave him from the common 
deſtiny of man.“ | 
Haroun ſaid to the young man, after he had read theſe 


„„ „„ 8 Eb a Boa 


o MF lnes, I do not blame your conduct; you are in the right 
y to live as you do; and I think tbe advice of the old mer- 
u AF chant is not to be regarded. But, added he, I would 
- 8 gladly know the name of this Prince. What King was 
a it who poſſeſſed ſuch: immente riches? I am ſorry that 
R this inſcription does not inform me. e c 
g The young man brought the Califfe into another hall, 
- in which there were a great many things of extraordinary 
c value; and, amongſt others, ſeveral trees like that which 
n he had ſent him for a preſent. The Prince would have 
>, been well pleaſed to employ the reſt of the night in exa- 
8. mining the various wonders ſhut up in theſe apartments 
it under ground; but the ſon of Abdelaziz, fearing to be 
h diſcovered by ſome of his ſervants, obliged Haroun to 
85 return from hence before day, after the ſame manner in 
| which he had brought him; that is, with his head unco- 
N vered, and a bandage over his eyes, while he held a ſcy- 
* meter in his hand, ready to ſtrike off his head, if he 
1= made but the leaſt offer to put aſide his bandage. _ 
le They croſſed over the garden, and mounted by the back 
a ſtairs into the chamber where the Emperor had lain: 
rs they found the tapers ſtill burning, and they converted to- 
ſe 3 till the fun was riſen. When I conſider what I 
V ave ſeen, ſays the Prince to the young man, and at the 


{ame 
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fine time think of the gave which you have given me, 
I make no queſtion but you have in your houſe the moſt 
beautifu! women of the Eaſt. Sir, replies Aboulcaſem, 1 
have flaves of a more than ordinary ae but there is 
not one of them] can love. Dardane, my dear Dardane, 
takes up all my thoughts. It is to no purpoſe that ] 
reaton with myfelf {> aying ſhe is dead, and that J ought 
to think of her no more: it is my misfortune that her 
lovely imace is always preſent to my mind, My regret 
for the loſs of her wears out my heart; for her ſake I am 
unhappy in the midſt of my proſperity, and am diſſatis- 
fied amidit all this s profuſion of wealth. Believe me, Sir, 
I had rather a thouſand times enjoy my Dardane, with a 
moderate fortune, than live without her;! in the poſſeſſion 
of theſe immenie treatures. 

The Emperor admired the conſtancy of the ſon of 
Abdelaziz ; but he exhorted him to uſe his utmoſt endea- 
vours to overcome fo frutleis a paſſion. Aſter this he 
returned him his thanks afreſh for the rains on he had 
given him: then going back to his inn, he began his 
Journey home to Bagdad, with all the domeſtics. the page, 
the beautiful ſlave, and the other preſents which he had 
received from Aboulcaſem. | 


ELEVENTH DAY. 


vw 0 days after the departure of this Prince, the 
Vizier Aboulfatah, hearing of the magnificent pre- 
ſents which Aboulcaſem daily made to ſtrangers that 
came to viſit him, and at the ſame time being fu rpriſed at 
his punctual payment of the ſums which he had pro- 
miſed to him, to the Lieutenant, and to the King, he re- 
ſolved to ſpare no pains, if poſſible, to find out this inex- 
hauſtible treaſure. This Miniſter was one of thoſe wicked 
men that ſtick at no crime, how great ſoever, to bring 
about their deligns. He had a daughter, eighteen years 
of age, extreme y beautiful, whoſe name was Balkis. 
She had a well accompliſhed mind, and a heart diſpoſed 
to every kind of virtue, Prince Aly, nephew to the King 
of Baſra, loved her. to diſtraction ; ; and having already 


demanded. 


- 4 
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demanded her of her father, he was to marry her in a 
o | Ee | „ 
Aboulfatah ſent for ber into his cloſet, and ſaid to her, 
Daughter, 1 ſtand in need of your ai{liitance ; 1 muſt have 
you dreſs yourſelf out in your fineſt apparel, and go this 
night to Aboulcaſem. You muſt make 1t your bufineſs 
to pleaſe him: uſe every artifice to captivate this young 
man, and oblige him to diſcover to you the treaſure which 
he has found. Balkis was in great conſternation at this 
diſcourſe, and her very looks ſhewed how much her foul 
abhorred the treachery which ber father's commands re- 
quired of her. Sir, ſays ſhe, what is it you have pro- 
poſed to your daughter? Do you conſider to what dan- 
gers you expoſe her? Tbink what a diſgrace it will be 
to her; what a ſtain it will be to your honour; and how 
irreparable an injury to Prince Aly, if you ſhould rob 
him of my virgin innocence, which his love prizes ſo 
dearly. 1 have already reflected upon all this, replies 
the Vizier; but no force of reaſon is ſufficient to 
alter my reſolutions; and I lay my commands upon you 
to obey. At theſe words the young Balkis burſt into a 
flood of tears; in the name of heaven, my father, cried 
ſhe, compel me not to diſhonour you; itifle in your 
breaſt this paſſion of avarice, that urges you on to take 


away from this man the wealth which you have no right 
to: let him enjoy his riches in quiet, and ſeek not to de- 


fraud him of them. Silence, thou inſolent girl, ſays the 
Vizier, in anger; it does not become you to judge of 
my actions; make no farther reply. 1 will have you 
go to Aboulcaſem : and 1 fwear, if you return without 
ſeeing his treaſure, to plunge my dagger in your heart, 

Balkis, finding herſelf compelled to undertake a deſign 
ſo hazardous, retired into her apartment full of uneaſineſs 
at the thoughts of it. She puts on a rich attire, and 
adorns herſelf with jewels, but yet without being overſtu- 
dious to ſet out her charms to the greateſt advantage, 
which indeed would have been needleſs; her beauty 
alone, without ornaments, was capable of inſpiring any 
heart with love. Never was a lady leſs defirous, or 
rather more fearful, of pleaſing than Balkis. She as much 
dreaded appearing over beautiful to the ſon of Abdelaziz, 
as ſhe was apprehenſive of having too few charms about 
her, when the appeared before Prince Aly, 

. | | Now, 


furpriſed him with all the luſtre of her charms. 
withſtanding his indifference for the ſex, it was not in his 


a great number of attendants preſent ; 
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Now, 1 it was dark, and Aboulfatah thought it 
time for his daughter to go to Aboulcaſem, he led her out 


very privately, and conducted her to the very door of this 


young man, where he left her, after having again re- 


peated to her that he would kill her, if ſhe did not acquit 
She knocks 
at the door, and defires ſhe may ſpeak to the fon of Abde- 
A ſlave immediately led her into a hall, where his 
maſter was laid upon a great ſofa, running over his paſt 


herſelf well of the buſineſs he ſent her upon. 


laziz. 


O 


misfortunes in his thoughts, and regretting the loſs of his 
dear Dardane. 


As ſoon as Balkis appeared, Aboulcaſem roſe up to 
receive her; 
out his hand to her very reſpectfully; then, obliging her 
to fit down upon the ſofa, he demanded what might be 
the occaſion of the honour ſhe was pleaſed to do him in 
a viſit, She rephed, that a fancy had taken her, hearing 
he was a very gallant young man, to come and make 
merry with him. Upon this ſhe took off her veil, and 
Not- 


power to prove inſenſible to fo much beauty. Fair lady, 


_ lays he, I thank my ſtars for this fortunate adventure ; 


the firſt of men would envy my happinets. 


After a ſhort converſation, the hour of ſupper came on. 


They went both into another hall, and ſeated themſelves 
at a table furniſhed with meats of all kind. There was 


them all retire, that no one of them micht diſcover who 
the lady was, He helped her to every thing himſelf, and 


filled out wine to her in a golden cup, ſet with rubies and 


emeralds. The more he looked upon Balkis, the more 


beautiful he thought her, he talked very gallantly to her, 


and the lady, whoſe wit was equal to her beauty, replied 
with ſo much life and ſpirit, that he was charmed with 
her converſation. 'Towards the end of the repaſt, he threw 
himſelf at her feet; then, preſſing her hand eagerly, Ma- 
dam, ſays he to her, if your eyes at firſt have wounded 
me, your diſcourſe has finiſhed the conqueſt of my heart. 


'The paſſion you have kindled in my breaſt, will burn 
from this time forward I am become your 


there for ever; 
flave; and ſhall contecrate my future days to your ſervice. 


As 


he made her a profound reverence, and held 


Aboulcaſem made 
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As be made an end of theſe words, he kiſſed the hand 
of Balkis with ſo violent a tranſport, that the lady, fear- 


ing herſelf in ſome danger, changed countenance, and, 
Jof a ſudden, turned pale as death: not able to ſupport 
J herſelf any longer, her face was overcaſt with ſadneſs, and 
the tears flowed from her eyes. What has happened to 
you, Madam, ſays the young man, very much ſurpriſed ? 


hence comes this ſudden grief? What can theſe tears 


mean, that melt my very heart? Is it ] who am the oc- 
caſion of them? Am I wretched enough to have ſaid, or 
to have done any thing, that might diſpleaſe you? Speak, 
1 beſeech you, and keep me no longer in ignorance of 
6 what has produced this ſudden change in you. | 


Sir, anſwers Balkis, I have already diſſembled too far. 


1 Modeſty, fear, grief, and perfidy combat my reſolves at 


once; 1 am not able to bear up againſt them, and I muſt 


break filence. I am a young lady of quality; my father, 


who knovrs you have a hidden treaſure, would make uſe 


of me to diſcover the place where it lies concealed. He 
ordered me to come to you, and ſpare no pains to engage 


you to ſhew it me, I would fain have excuſed myſelf, 


but he ſaid, and confirmed it with an oath, that he would 


take away my life, if I returned without ſeeing it. Con- 
ider, Sir, what a ſevere injunction this muſt be to me! 


Had I not a Prince for my lover, whom I am paſſionately 


fond of, and to whom ] expect to be joined in marriage, 
the action my father has put me upon would appear de- 
teſtable to me, Therefore, Sir, if I have been prevailed 
upon to come to you, believe me, that it is with a 
reluctance, which nothing but the fear of dying could 
lurmount. ; 8 


TWELFTH DAY. 


HEN the daughter of Aboulfatah made an end 
of ſpeaking, Aboulcaſem replied, Madam, I am ' 
glad you have diſcovered your thoughts to me. You 
ſhall never have cauſe to repent this frankneſs of mind. 
Lou ſhall not die. You ſhall ſee my treaſure; and you 
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ſhalk be treated with all the reſpect you can def ire. How 3 
great ſoever your beauty is, and what impreſſion ſoever 
it may have made upon me, you have nothing to fear. I 
renounce all the hopes 1 had conceived, ſince they give 
uneaſineſs to you; and you may, without a bluſh, reviſit 


the happy lover, tor whom you preſerve yourſelf with ſo 


much care. Give over weeping, therefore, and afflit 
yourſelf no longer. Ah, Sir, replies Balkis to this diſ- 
cCourſe, it is not without reaſon that you paſs for the 
moſt generous of men. I am charmed with your noble 
way of proceeding ; and I ſhall never be at-reſt till 1 


25 3 


have found ſome occation of ſhewing the gratitude of my 1 


heart. 


- 


This e INS RE I þ the ſon of Abdelaziz con- 1 
ducted the lady into the ſame chamber where the Califfe 
lay before. He continued there with her alone till the 
8 ſilent; then tying a bandage over the eyes f 
Balkis, Madam, ſays he, excuſe me that I take this free- 


dom with vou; but ] cannot ſhew my treaſure upon any 
other condition. Do as you pleaſe, Sir, anſwered ſhe ; 


I have ſo great a confidence in your generoſity, that l Y 


will follow you where you will. I have no other fear, 


but that of never being able to acknowledge your good- Mi 
neſs. Aboulcaſem took her by the hand, and leading i 


her down into the garden by the back ſtairs, he brought 
her into the vault under ground, where he uncovered her 
eres. 

If the Califfe was ſurpriſed to fee fo many Pieces of 
gold, and ſo many precious ſtones, much more was 


| Balkis ; every thing he caſt her eyes upon raiſed her 


wonder to exceſs, Nevertheleſs, what moſt drew her 
attention, and what ſeemed to employ her curioſity the 


moſt, were the firſt owners of this treaſure. She read the 


inſcription at their feet.” About the neck of the Queen 
there was a necklace of pearls of the ſize of pigeons” eggs 
Balkis could not forbear expreſſing her aſtoniſhment at it. 
Aboulcaſem immediately took it off from the neck of the 


Princeſs, and tied it upon that of the young lady, add- 


| ing, that her father would judge by that ſhe had ſeen the 


treaſure; and to convince him yet farther of it, he de- 
fired her to take cal of the beſt el home wich her. 
She 


8 
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choſe out for her himſelf. 
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She accordingly accepted of a great number, which he 
g left the day? 


In the meantime, the young man, fearing 


ght ſhould ſurpriſe them, while ſhe was amuſing herſelf 
in beholding the variety of wonders ſhe {aw under ground, 
Ihe put the bandage upon her eyes again, and conducted 
her back into a hall, where they converſed together till 
Irhe ſun was riſen. Then the lady, after havin 
gnewed her aſſurences to the ſon of Abdelaziz, that ſne 
ſhould never forget his generofity and his reſerve, took 


g Again re- 


oO 


leave of him. She went directlx home, and gave an ac- 
count to her father of all that had patled. 


The Vizier, whoſe avarice kept him waking, expected 


the return of his daughter with impatience. He teared 


CC 


IJ leſt her charms ſhould prove too weak to feduce Aboul- 


caſem, and pafſed the night in great diſquiet; but when 


be ſaw her return with the necklace, and when ſhe had 
23 ſhewed him the jewels which the young man gave her, 


his heart leaped with joy. Well, my daughter, ſays he, 


and have you ſeen the treaſure ? Yes, Sir, replies Balkis; 
and to give you a juſt notion of it, | muſt tell you, that 


if all the Kings of the earth ſhould bring their riches toge- 
ther, they would by no means be equal to thoſe of Aboul- 
caſem. But how great ſoever the wealth of this young 
man may be, | am charmed the moſt with his politeneſs 
and generoſity. At the fame time ſhe related to him her 
Whole adventure. He was not at all taken with the mo- 
deration and virtue of the ſon of Abdelaziz ; he would 
rather have choſen to have his daughter diſhonoured, than 
that ſhe ſhould return ignorant of the place where the 
treaſure lay concealed. 

While theſe things paſſed, Haroun Araſchid con- 
tinued his journey towards Bagdad. As ſoon as this 


Prince entered his palace, he ſet his firſt Vizier at liberty, 


and placed a greater confidence in bim than ever. After 
he had given him the particulars of his journey, Giafar, 


ſaid he, what can I do? thou knoweſt that an Emperor 


ſhould never ſuffer himſelf to be ſurpaſſed in courtely : if 
I only content myſelf with ſending back to the generous 
Aboulcaſem the moſt rare and v luable things out of my 
treaſury, they will appear but of ſmall value to him, and. 
far ſhort of the preſents which he has made me. 9 
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things he gave to the Vizier Giafar; and this Miniſter, as 


with my obedience to them? You may, Sir, replies the 
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ſhall I do then to overcome him in penerofity ? Sir, fays 
the Vizier to him, if your maſter will be adviſed by me, 
you ſhall write this very day to the King of Baſra, and 
give him orders to place the government of the ſtate in 


the hands of young Aboulcatem ; we will diſpatch the q 


courier immediately, and in a few days I will go my ſelf to 
carry your credentials to the new King. 


The Califfe highly approved this counſel. "Yao have 


_ reaſon, ſays he to his Miniſter ; this will be a means to 


acquit my ſelf to Aboulcaſem, and to do juſtice upon the 
King of Baſra, and upon his Vizier, who have concealed 
from me the great ſums they have drawn from this young 
man. It will be but juſt to puniſh them for the violence e 
done to him; and they are not worthy of the employments 
which they bold. Accordingly he wrote immediately to 
the King of Baira, and ſent away his courier. In the 
next place he went to the apartment of Zobeide, to ac- 
quaint her with the ſucceſs of his jqurney, and to make 
her a preſent of the little page, with the tree and the pea- 8 
cock. He gave her likewiſe the damſel, and Zobeide 0 
thought her ſo very charming, that ſhe ſaid to the Empe- 
ror, with a {mile, that ſhe recerved this beautiful ſlave with 
far greater pleaſure than all his other preſents. The 
Prince kept only the cup for himſelf; the reſt of the 


he had determined. ordered all things to be ready for his 
journey in a few days. 
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THIRTEENTH DAY. 


S ſoon as the courier of the Califfe arrived at Baſra, 

he went immediately and delivered his diſpatches to 

the King, who was very much afflicted upon the reading 
of 3 This Prince ſhewed them to his 7 4 gs . 
Aboulfatah, ſays he, ſee here what fatal orders I receive 
from the Commander of the Faithful ! May I diſpenſe 


P „ 


rr 


Miniſter. Bear e, your affliction ; Aboulcaſem 
mult be ruined. Without taking away his life, 1 o_ 
ma — 
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V's make every one believe him dead. It ſhall be my care to 
ic, Keep him fo well concealed, that he ſhall never be diſco- 
nd rered. By this means you will continue {till to reign, 
in and you will get all the riches of this young man into 
he Four poſſeſſion; for when we have his perſon in our 
to power, we will inflict ſo many ſufferings upon him, as 
hall oblige him to lay open his treaſure to us. Do as 
ve Fou think fit, replied the King; but what anſwer ſhall 
to e return the Califfe? In that affair, replies the Vizier, 
he repoſe yourſelf on me; the Commander of the Faith- 
ed ul ſhall be kept in ignorance as-well as the reſt of the 
ng rorld. Leave it only to me to put in execution the 
ce eſign which 1 am forming, and give yourſelf no further 
ts Frouble. „ 3 
to Aboulfatah, accompanied with ſome courtiers, who 
he new nothing of his deſign, went to make a vilit to 
c- Aboulcaſem. He received them like miniſters of the firſt 
ke x ank, and treated them with magnificence. He made 
a- he Vizier fit in the place of honour, and paid him all 
de 3 3 imaginable civilities, without having the leaſt ſuſpicion 
e- f his treachery. While they were all at table, in the 
th height of their mirth, over exquiſite wine, the traitor, 
he 8 LA boulfatah, watched his opportunity to convey into the 
he eup of the ſon of Abdelaziz a powder, which had the 
as power in an inſtant to lock up all the tenſes, and to bring 
us o great a lethargy upon the whole body, as made it ſeem 
Nike a corpſe long ſince deprived of life. 1 
2 the young man had no ſooner taſted of the cup, but 
he fainted away. His ſervants came up to ſuſtain him; 
but ſeeing in a few minutes all the figns of death upon 
him, they laid him upon a ſofa, and filled the houſe with 
lamentations. All the gueſts, ſtruck with a ſudden ter- 
oor, became like ſtatues at the ſighht. As for Aboultatah, 
a, it is not to be imagined to what a height he carried his 
to diſimulation; he was not only content to counterfeit an 
15 immoderate grief, but likewiſe tore his garments, and 
; gercited the whole company to afflict themſelves by his 
ve rample. Aſter this he gave orders to have a coffin made 
ſc of ory and ebony; and while it was getting ready, he 
ne eized upon all the effects of Aboulcaſem, and ſequeſtered 
m hem to the uſe of the King. - 8 
ill 
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In the mean time the news of this young man's death | 9 
ſpread it{elf through the city; all perſons of both ſexes 


put on deep mourning, and came before the gates of his | 


houſe, with their heads uncovered, and their feet bare. 


The old men and the young, the wives and the virgins, 
all wept alike; there was nothing but cries and lamen- 
tations heard 10 the ſtreets: it ſeemed as if one had loſt 
in him an only ſon, another a brother, others a huſband; 

the rich and the poor were equally concerned in his 
death; the rich had loſt a friend that entertained them 
agreeably, the poor a benefactor whoſe charity never 


ceaſed ; ſo that his death cauſed an univerſal grief. 


The wretched Aboulcaſem was put into his coffin, and 1 
the people, by order from Aboulfatah, carried him with- 
out the city into a large held of buris FL where there were 
ſeveral tombs and monuments , particularly one very mag- F 


nificent, in which the tather of this Vizier lay, with other 


perſons of his family. The coffin was placed in this i 
monument, and the perfidious Aboultatah, bowing his 
head down to his knees. ſmote upon his breaſt, and thewed 
all the actions of a man diſtracted with grief and deſpair. x 
All thoſe who ſaw him had compaſſion for nz and 3 9 


prayed heaven to be his comfort. 


When night came on, the people returned 80 the a 
city ; but the Vizier, with two of his {laves, remained in 3 | 
the monument, and double locked the door: They made 
a fire, and heated fome water over it in a filver baſon ; | 
then taking Aboulcaſem out of the coffin, they chaſed him WW 
with warm water. By degrees the young man recovered Bl 
his ſpirits ; he caſt his eyes upon Aboulfatah, and recol- 
lecting him, Ah, Sir, ſaid he, where are we: > Into what 1 
condition do I ſee myſelf reduced! Wretch that thou 8 


art! replied the Miniſter, know that I have done this: 


it is by my contrivance that you are brought hither, to 


ay 


have you in my power, to inflict a thouſand evils upon 4 
you, if you do not diſcover your treaſure to me. I will Wl 

will invent every day new 
puniſhments, till I render life inſupportable to you, ex- 


not ceaſe to torment you; 


cept you deliver up to me the hidden riches, that enable 
you to live in greater ſplendor than kings. J am in your 


power to do with me as you pleaſe, anſwers Aboulcaſem ; ; 


dut I will not diſcover my treaſure, 


any * ? 
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Scarce had he ended theſe words, when the treacherous 
and cruel Aboulfatah commanded his ſlaves to hold faſt 
the unfortunate ſon of Abdelaziz, while he drew from 
under his robe a ſcourge, made of the thongs of a lion's. 
s, Whide, with which he laſhed him fo long, and with ſo 
1 z much violence, that the young man fainted away. When 
Mt the Vizier ſaw him in this condition, he ordered his ſlaves 
43 to put him again into the coffin; then leaving him in 
is the monument, which he took care to make fait, he went 
er On the morrow he went to give an account to the 
King of what he had done. Yeſterday, Sir, faid he, I 


14 put the courage of Aboulcaſem to the proof: as yet it 
. remains firm and unſhaken; but I believe it will not be 


able to hold out long againſt the torments 1 prepare for 
„ him. The Prince, who was no leſs cruel than his Miniſ- 
er ter, ſaid to him, Vizier, I am iaiistied with you : 1 hope 
bis we ſhall ſoon be able to learn the place where the trea- 
ais ure lies. In the mean time, the courier muſt be fent 
ed back without further delay. In what manner ſhall we 


ir, EF vrite to the Califfe? Write him word, replies Aboul- 
nd fatab, that Aboulcaſem, When he was appriſed of the 


W honour and dignity conferred upon him, was ſo tranſ- 
ported with jor, and made ſuch an extravagant entertain- 
ment, that he died ſuddenly with excels of the wine. The 
King approved the thought, and accordingly they wrote 
ſo, on the inſtant, to Haroun Araſchid, and ſent back the 
courier. The Vizier, who flattered himic!f that Aboul- 


im e Tt ; 
ed caſem would now diſcover the treaſure to him, went out 
* of the city with a reſolution to torment him afreſh, When 


he arrived at the monument, he was ſuryriſed to find the 
d cor of it open: he entered with a troubicd heart, and 
ſeeing the ſon of Abdelaziz was not in the coffin, ſcarce 
could he contain himſelf within his ſenſes. Me returned 
nn haſte to the palace, and told the King what bad hap- 
pened. The King was ſtruck with a deadly fear, and 
laid, O Waſchy, what will become of us? Now this 


ew | 
DX young:man has made his eſcape, we are utterly ruined. 
ble He will go directly to Bagdad, and make lis complaint 


to the Califfe, 


"FOURTEENTH 


_ 
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F OURTEENTH DAY. 
 BOULFATAH was in the greateſt Sluiet 3 ima- 


ginable, to ſee the victim of his avarice and his 
cruelty now no longer in his power, and ſaid to the King 
his maſter, Would to heaven that I had taken away his 
lfe yeſterday, then ſhould we have been at eaſe! But 
nevertheleſs, we muſt not yet give ourſelves up to deſpair. 
If he has betaken himſelf to flight, as it is reaſonable to 
believe, he cannot be far from hence; Let us loſe no 
time to call out the guards, and make a ſearch through 
the city, and in all the adjacent parts, and I hope we ſhall 
find him out. The King, without heſitation, gave in to 
a propoſal that concerned him fo nearly: he afſembled 
all his ſoldiers, and divided them into two bodies ; he 
gave one to the Vizier, and put himſelf at the head of 
the other : with theſe OOPS they ſearched the town and 
country round. = 
While they were buſied in queſt of Aboulcaſma; in all = 
the villages, in the woods, and in the mountains, the | 
Vizier Giafar, who was now upon the road, met the 
courier returning, who ſaid to him, Sir, it is to no pur- 
poſe you ſhould go to Baſra, if Aboulcaſem is the only 
buſineſs of your Journey, for that young man 1s dead : 
his funerals were ſolemnized two days ago; theſe eyes 
were the mournful witnefles of it. Giafar, who had pro- 
miſed himſelf the pleaſure of ſeeing the new King, and 
the ſatisfaction of preſenting him with his credentials, 
was extremely afflicted at his death; his eyes overflowed 
with tears, and thinking it needleſs to continue his jour- 
| ney, he ſet tis face towards Bagdad. 
Upon his arrival, he went with the courier directly to 
the palace. The ſorrow that was expreſſed in their 
countenances, ſoon gave the Emperor to underſtand, that 
they had fome diſaſtrous news to tell him. Ah, Ulabar, 
cries the Prince, your return is very ſpeedy ! What news 
do you bring ? Commander of the Faithful, ſays the 
Vizaer, you little expect the fad tidings I have to relate 
to 
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to you; Aboulcaſem is no more; the young man is dead 


ſince your departure from Baſra. 
When Haroun Araſchid heard theſe words, he caſt 

" Zhimſelf down from his throne, and remained for ſome 
time extended upon the earth, without any ſigns of life. 


lis courtiers ran to his relief; and when they had reco- 
vered him from his ſwoon, he caſt his eyes about for the 
Fourier that returned from Baſra, and finding him, he 


KMcmanded his diſpatches. The courier preſented them to 


him: the Prince read them with great attention; then 


he ſhut himſelf up in his cloſet with Giafar, where he 
ſhewed him his letter from the King of Baſra; and after 


£5, 


having peruſed it ſeveral times, ſaid, This does not ſeem 
very probable; I ſuſpect the King of Baſra and his 


Vizier. Inſtead of executing my orders, I fear they have 


"= ut Aboulcaſem to death. Sir, ſays Giafar, in his turn, 
have the ſame ſuſpicion ; and I ſhould think it adviſ- 


ble to put the King and his Vizier under arreſt. I have 


Ilready determined it ſhall be ſo, replies Haroun. Take 


en thouſand of my horſe-guards, and march directly to 
Baſra; ſeize the two criminals, and bring them to me: 
will avenge the death of the moſt generous of men. 
Piafar obeyed ; he choſe out ten thouſand horſe, and 
arched at the head of them. 
Let us now return to the ſon of Abdelaziz, and ſay b 
Frhat means it came to paſs, that the Vizier Aboultatah 
ound him not in the ſepulchre where he had left him, 
he young man, after he had remained a long time in- 
nſible, began to come to himſelf, when now he felt a 
Prong hold laid upon him to draw him out of the coffin, 
Ind lay him upon the ground: he imagined it to be the 
Fier and his ſlaves returned to torment him; Villains, 
ys he, give me my death, if your hearts are capable of 
ompaſſion; ſpare your vain tortures, ſince J declare 
ain to you, all you can inflict upon me will never wreſt 
e ſeeret from me. Fear not, young man, anſwers one 
the perſons who had taken him out of the coffin ; we 
me not to torment, but to deliver you. At theſe words 
boulcaſem opened his eyes, and caſting them upon his 
E liverers, amongſt them he diſcovered the young lady to 
hom he had ſhewn his treaſure, Ah, Madam, ſaid he, 
VOL, I. D | 18 
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is it to you that I owe my life ? Yes, Sir, replies Balkis, 
it is to me, and to Prince Aly, my lover, who ſtands here, 
Acquainted by me with your generous temper, he was 
_ defirons to ſhare the 24 200g with me of delivering you 

from death. True it is, ſays Prince Aly; and! would a 
_ thonſand times expole my 1 ſooner than ſuffer ſo brave 

a man to periſh. | 
The ſen of Abdelaziz, now "entively reſtored to his 
ſtrength, by virtue of fome cordials which they cave him, 
demanded of them how they came to know that he Was 
{till alive. Sir, ſaid Balkis to him, I am the daughter of 
the Vizier Aboulfatah; I was not deceived with the 
falſe ramour of your death: I ſuſpected my father of all 
that he has done ; and 1 gained one of his ſlaves, who let 
me into the whole fecret. This flave is one of the two that 
were here with my father; and as he had the key of the 
monument given into his keeping, he entruſted it to me. 
I immediately advertifed Prince Aly of it, who, without 
any loſs of time, found means to join me, with {ome of his 
molt truſty tervants. We made what haſte we could to 
your reſcue, and, thanks be to Heay en, we are not come 
to late. | 

Great God, ſaid Ane is it poſſible that ſo Z 

baſe, ſo cruel a father, ſhould have a daughter of ſo noble 
a mind! C one, Sir, ſays Prince Aly, we have no time to 
loſe ; there is no doubt but the Vizier to-morrow, when 


he finds you not in the monument, will cauſe you -to he ; 1 
ſearched after with the utmoſt diligence; therefore | ſhall i 


conduct you to my houſe, where you will be ſafe; I ſhall 


never be ſuſpected to have given you refuge. Aboulca- 1 
ſem was adviſed to diſguiſe hbimſelk in the habit of a ſlave 
alter which they all went out of the monument, leaving 


the door open, and took their way into the city. Balkis 1 


went home, and returned the key of the monument to the 1 
ſlave; and Prince Aly conducted the ſon of Abdelaziz to 


his houſe, where he kept him fo well concealed, that his 3 
enemies never had the leaſt notice of him, 3 
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7 BOULCASEM remained with Prince Aly, who 
88 . uſed him with all imaginable friendſhip and hoſpi- 


„5 3 tality, till ſuch time as the King and the Vizier, deſpair- 
is ing ever to find him, gave over all farther fearch: then 
ft Prince Aly furnithed him with gold and jewels, and 
e mounting him upon an excellent horſe, ſaid to him, You 
11 may make your eſcape, the way is open to you; your 
et enemies know not what is become of you, ſo that you 
at may go wherever you pleaſe. The ſon of Abdelaziz 
10 IF thanked this gallant Prince for his kindneſſes, and aſſured 
e. him that he would hold them in remembrance for ever. 
ut Prince Aly embraced him, ſaw him depart, and prayed 
1s AM Heaven to be his guide. Aboulcaſem took the road to 
to Bagdad, and arrived happily there in a few days. The 
ne firſt thing he did after he came into the city, was to go 
o the place where the merchants aſſembled. His on! 
ſo hopes were to find out there the perſon whom he had 
ble 28 entertained at Baſra, and to relate to him the hardſhips he 
to had undergone. It was a great trouble to him not to be 
en able to find him out. He ran the town over, and ex- 
he g amaned the faces of all he met, in hopes to recolle& him. 
1all Tired at laſt with wandering to and fro, he ſtaid to reſt 
dall bimſelf before the palace of the Califfe. The little page 
ca- which he had given to this Prince happened then to be at 
ve; the window, and the child, caſting his eyes by chance 
ins upon him, knew him. Upon this he ran immediately to 
Is the Emperor's apartment; Sir, ſaid he, 1 have juſt now 

the een my old maſter of Baſra, * 
z to M8 1 Haroun gave no credit to him; Thou art miſtaken, 
replies he; Aboulcaſem is not alive. Miſled by a re- 
emblance of him, thou haſt taken ſome other perſon for 
-- him. No, no, Commander-of the Faithful, rejoins the 
page, I am very certain it is he; I know him well. 
though the Califfe did not believe this account, yet he 
Nas curious to examine farther into it. He ſent imme- 
lately one of his officers with the page, to ſee if the 
TH 1 man 
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man was truly the ſon of Abdelaziz. They found: him 


ſtill in the ſame place; becauſe, thinking, on his part, 


that he ſhould know the little page, he waited for his 


coming again to the window. 


When che age was now convinced that he al not 
be miſtaken, C threw himſelf at the feet of Aboulcaſem, 


who raiſed him from the ground, and aſked him if he 
had the honour to belong to the Califfe? Ves, Sir, re- 


plies the child; it is the Commander of the Faithful 
himſelf that you entertained at Baſra; and it is to him 


that you gave me. Go along with me, for the Emperor 
will be glad to ſee you. Upon this the young man of 


Baſra was exceedingly ſurpriſed. At laſt he conſented 
to follow the page and the officer into the palace, where 
he was immediately brought into the preſence of Haroun. 


This Prince was ſeated upon a ſofa. At the fight of 
Aboulcaſem he was moved aftera very extraordinary man- 


ner: he roſe from his ſeat with eagerneſs in his looks, 


and preventing the young man, caught him in his arms, 
and held him fait in his embraces, without being able to 
1 peak a word for ſome time, ſo greatly was he tranſported 
with Joy. 

W hen he was a little 8 from this: emotions of 
his heart, at ſuch an unexpected fight, he ſaid to the ſon 
of Abdelaziz, O young man, lift up thy eyes, and behold 


thy happy gueſt! | It is me thou didſt entertain ſo hand- 
ſomely; it is me to whom thou gaveſt preſents, which = 


Kings cannot equal. At theſe words Aboulcaſem, who 
was in no leſs a ſurpriſe than the Califfe, and who, as 
yet, out of reſpect, did not dare to lift up his eyes, look- 
ing upon him, and recollecting him, O my lovereign | 
Lord and Matter, cried he, — O Monarch ofthe world! is 
it you that came under the roof of your ſlave? In ſpeak- | 


ing of which, he caſt himſelf with his face to the earth * 


at the feet of the Emperor, who raiſed him, and made 
him fit by him upon the ſofa. 


Is it pofſible, ſaid the Prince, that you are ſtill alive? 
How comes it to paſs? Then Aboulcaſem related to him 
the cruelty of Aboulfatah, and by what means he had i 

Hader gave an atten- 


eſcaped the fury of that 7 


tive ear to his ſtory, and when he had made an end, ſaid iſ 
to him, I have been the cauſe of your latter misfortunes. * 
Z I 
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When I returned to Bagdad, I was impatient to acquit 
myũſelf, in ſome meature, of my obligations to you. To 
this end I ſent a courier to the King of Baſra, and 1 wrote 
to him that my intention was he ſhould reſign his 
crown to you. He, inſtead of executing my orders, re- 
2 ſolved with himſelf to take away your life; for be aſſured 
it was the deſign of Aboulfatah not to let you live. The 


make you diſcover to him your treaſure, were the on] 


nn 


f F Having ſpoke theſe words, he took the young man by 
- = the hand, and led him down into a garden abounding in 


4 
-* 288 


is fineſt ſpinning, which had never been uſed before, Orders 
k- were given to clothe Aboulcaſem in a rich dreſs; and the 
rth 3 | Califfe then conducted him into a hall, where he made 
ade him eat with him. There were ſerved up to the table 
broths made of the juices of the moſt delicate fleſh. 
re? Atter this, the table was covered with pomgranates of 


"ad 


Amlas, and of Ziri, with peaches of Exhlat, with grapes 


nad 1 of Melah and of Seviſe, and with the pears of Iſpahan. 
en- After they had refreſhed themſelves with the ſoups and 


.Y the fruits, and drank of the moſt delicious wines, the 
= D 3 Emperor 
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; Emperor carried Aboulcaſem to the apartment 0 


Zobeide. 
This Princeſs was ſeated upon a throne of gold, at- 


tended by all her ſlaves, who ſtood ranged on either hand. 
Some of them had tabors in their hands, ſome ſoft flutes, 
and others bore harps. At that time they made no uſe 


of their inſtruments; they were taken up in attention to 
a damſel that exceeded the reſt in beauty, and who {ung 


an air to the following purpoſe : * That we ſhould love 


but once; but that we ſhould love as long as we live: 

and while the ſung, the damſel that Aboulcaſem had 
given to the Calitte, played upon her lute made of the 
wood of aloes, of ivory, of ſantal, and of ebony, As 
ſoon as Zobeide perceived the Emperor and the fon of 
Abdelaziz, ſhe came down from her throne to receive 
them. Madam, ſays Haroun to her, I come to preſent 
to you my hoſt of Baſra, The young man proſtrated 
himſelf immediately before the Princeſs with his face to 
the earth. While he continued in this poſture, a ſudden 
noiſe was heard among the flaves. She, that had juit 


done ſinging, happening to caſt her eyes upon Aboul- 


caſem, cried out, and fainted V 


SIXTEENTH DAY. 


HE Emperor and Zobeide turned themſelves to- 
wards the ſlave, and the ſon. of Abdelaziz raiſing 
himſelf up, likewiſe turned his eyes upon her; but 
no ſooner had he viewed her, than he likewile fainted. 


A darkneſs overſpread his eyes, and a dead paleneſs 

covered his face, that one would have thought him 

juſt expiring. The Califfe, diligent to affiſt him, held 

him i in his arms, and by degrees "brought him to himſelf 
ain, 

When Aboulcaſem had recovered his ſpirits, he ſaid to 
the Prince, Commander of the Faithful, I have already 
told you my adventures at Cairo. This flave whom you 
ſee, is the perſon who was thrown with me into the 


Nile; — 
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file ;—this is Dardane. Is it poſſible? cries the Em- 
peror; Heaven be praiſed for ſo wonderful an event! 


In the interim, the ſlave, by the affiſtance of her com- 
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59 panoins, regained the uſe of her ſenſes. She would 
have thrown herſelf proſtrate at the feet of the Calitte, 
Who prevented her, and aſked her by what miracle ſhe 


was yet alive, after having been plunged into the Nile? 


* Commander of the Faithful, replied ſhe, I fell into the 


Fnets of a fiſherman, who, by chance, was at that inſtant 


drawing them out of the water. He was not a little 


ſlurpriſed when he ſaw what he had taken; and perceiv- 


ing that 1 breathed, he carried me to his houſe. He en- 


deavoured there to cheriſh in me the ſmall remains of 


. B life, and in time he reſtored me to myſelf; after Which, I 


gave him a full account of myſelf, and of what had 


befallen me. This put him into ſome conſternation, 


lor he feared leit the Sultan of Egypt ſhould come to 


know that he had ſaved me. Thinking, therefore, he 
might be in danger of loſing his own life for having 
been acceſſary to the preſervation of mine, he took the 
firſt opportunity to diſpoſe of me to a merchant of 


flaves, who was going to Bagdad. The merchant 
brought me to this city, and in a little time preſented me 


< 


to the Princeſs Zobeide, who gave him lus price for 


During the time the ſlave ſpoke, the Califfe eyed her 


Jattentively; and finding her of an exquiſite beauty, 


Aboulcaſem, cried he, when ſhe had done ſpeaking, I 


no longer wonder that you have always preferved the 


*} memory of ſo beautiful a perſon. I render my thanks 


to Heaven, that conducted her hither, to give me an 
opportunity of acquitting myſelf towards you, 


"an, 


Dardane is no longer a flave: henceforward ſhe is free. 


BW! believe, Madam, continues he, turning to Zobeide, 
hat you are not unwilling ſhe ſhould have her liberty. 


No, Sir, replies the Princeſs, I freely conſent to it, and 
rejoice at it, wiſhing the two lovers may taſte the ſweets 
ot a long and perfect union, after the misfortunes that 
have ſeparated them. 

Neither is this all, replies Haroun ; I will have their 


marriage conſummated in my palace, and will give my 
orders to make public rejoicings for three days in Bagdad. 


D 4 | 1 cannot 


J 


56 "PERSIAN" TALES. 


J cannot uſe my hoſt of Baſra with too great honour. # 
Ah, Sir! ſays Aboulcaſem, throwing himſelf at the 1 


feet of the Emperor, as you are above all other men by 


your rank, fo are you likewiſe in your generolity. Give 
me leave to difcover my treaſure to you, and that from 
this day I may deliver into your poſſeſſion. By no 
means, replied the Califte; enjoy your treaſure in 
quiet. I will not claim ſo much as what is my right out 


of it; and may you live to make uſe of all your riches. 

Zobeide entreated Dardane and the fon of Abdelaziz 
to entertain her with their ſtories, and then ordered they 
ſhould be written in letters of gold; after this the 
Emperor gave his orders for the preparations of their 
nuptials, which were celebrated with extraordinary 
pomp. The public reoicings that followed, where yet 


on foot, Giafar was ſeen to return with the troops, and 
to lead Aboulfatah in bonds. As for the King of Baſra, 
not being able to find Aboulcaſem, he died with grief. 


As ſoon as G1afar had rendered an account of his com- 
miſſion to his maſter, there was a ſcaffold built before the 
palace; the wicked Aboulfatah was condemned to 
mount it. All the people, who had heard of the cruelty 
of this Vizier, were ſo far from having any pity for 


him, that they cried out with impatience for his execu- | NY 
tion. And now the miniſter of juſtice ſtood with his 
ſabre in his hand, ready to ſtrike off the head of the 


criminal, when' the ſon of Abdelaziz, falling proftrate 


before the Califfe, ſaid to him, Commander of the Faith- 5 ; 


ful, grant the life of Aboulfatah to my entreaties ; let 1 
him be a witneſs of my happineſs - let him ſee the favours 
you heap upon me; and will he not be ſufficiently 


puniſhed ?' 


O too generous Aboulcaſem, cries the Emperor, hoWẽ—W 
well you deſerve to reign ! how happy will the people of 
Baſra be to have you for their King! Sir, ſays the young 
man, I have yet one favour to aſk of you; give to the 
Prince Aly the throne you deſign for me; let him reign 


with the lady who generouſly delivered me from the 
cruelty of her father: they are two lovers worthy of 8 
this great honour. For me, while I enjoy the favour = 
and protection of the Commander of the Faithful, 1 8 
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we} dand! in no need of a crown, and I am more to be envied 


than Kings. 

The Califfe, to recompence Prince Aly for the ſervice 
he had done to the ſon of Abdelaziz, ſent him his cre- 
dentials, and conſtituted him King of Baſra; but judg- 
ing Aboulfatah too criminal to kive his liberty granted 


Vith his life, he ordered this Vizier to be ſhut up in a 
dark tower the reſt of his days. When the people of 
Bagdad came to know that it was the injured perſon 


who begged the life of his perſecutor, they extolled 
young Aboulcaſem to the ſhies: he in a few days after 
returned to Baſra with his beloved Dardane, both 
attended by troops out of the Califfe's guards, and fol- 
lowed by a very great number of officers. 
Here Sutlumemè concluded the hiſtory of Above 
of Baſra, All the women of the Princeſs of Caſmire 
applauded her very much; ſome praiſed the magnifi- 


O 
cence and generoſity of the young man of Baira ; others 


were of opinion, that the Califfe Haroun Araſchid Was 


not leſs generous than he : ſome taken only with the 


love part, ſaid, that Aboulcaſem had been a very faithful 


lover. Upon which Farruknaz, breaking ſilence, ſaid, 

I cannot agree with you; Balkis went very near to make 
him forget Dardane. I will have a lover, if death ſhould 
deprive him of his miſtreſs, regret her always to tenderly, 


that he ſhall be incapable of a new paſſion 3; but the 


men, it ſeems, do not pretend to ſo unwearied a con- 
ſtancy. Pardon me, Madam, ſays Sutlumemé; there 
have been men, whoſe fidelity has been proof againſt 
time and all the accideats of life ; you will be convinced 
of it, if you will but have the patience to attend to the 
hiftory of King Ruzvanſchad and of the Princeſs 
Cheheriſtany. Very well, replied Farruknaz; I am 
willing to hear it. Upon which the nurſe began in the 
following manner, | | 
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tions with himſelf, ſaid, that he could not imagine what 
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' THE HISTORY OF KING RUZVANSCHAD AND OF THR 


PRINCESS CHEH ERIST ANN. 


HERE was a King of China, whoſe name was 
Ruzvanſchad. He went one day a hunting, and 
he happened to meet with a white doe, beautifully 


ſprinkled with blue and black ſpots, with rings of gold 


upon her feet, and upon her back a yellow fatin, Por- 


dered round with embroidery of ſilver. 
At this extraordinary ſight, the Prince er an 


eagerneſs to purſue the game, and put his horſe to the 


full ſpeed in hopes of taking the doe; hut ſhe eluded his 


purſuit, and fled with ſuch. :ncredible ſwiftneſs, that he 


{oon loſt fight even of the duſt ſhe raiſed by the rapidity 
of her flight. He now loſt all hopes of ever ſeeing her 
again, and was very much mortified with the thoughts of 


his ill- fortune, when ſhe preſented herſelf to his eyes a 


ſecond time: he diſcovered her lying upon the graſs near 
a fountain, where ſhe ſeemed to reſt herſelf after the 
fatigue of her chace. He puts his horſe again to the 
ſpeed ; but his endeavours to take her were vain, The 
doe, ſeeing him now near at hand, raiſed herſelf lightly, 
and bounding two or three times from the ground, (he 


plunged into the water and diſappeared. 


* 


SEVENTEENTH DAY. 


HE King of Chnia leaped inſtantly from his horſe : 

he runs, he fatigues himſelf, and takes a great 
many turns about the fountain ; he ſtirs up the water, 
and ſearches for his prey to the very bottom; but finding 
no appearance of it, he remains deeply aſtoniſhed with 
the atrentare, -- His Vizier and his other attendance 


were no leſs ſurprized. The King, after ſeveral reflec- 


he 


LO 
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he ſaw was in reality a wild doe; but rather ſome nymph, 
who, under that ſhape, took a pleaſure in deluding 
hunters. His courtiers were of the ſame opinion. 

In the meantime, Ruzvanſchad could not diſengage 
his eyes from the fountain; and ſighs, which he could 
not account for, from time to time roſe within his breaſt, 
J am reſolved, ſaid he to his Vizier, to pais the night 


here; my curioſity obliges me to watch this nymph, 


and ſomething whiſpers me, methinks, that I ſhall fee. 
her riſe out of the water. This reſolution taken, he 
ſent back his whole retinue, excepting the Vizier: the 
fat themſelves down upon the graſs, and continued talk- 
ing of the white doe till night came on. Ihen the 
King, fatigued with his chace, was inclined to take a 
little reſt, Muezin, ſays he to his Vizier, I can hold up 
no longer; watch you while I fleep. Never take your 
eyes off from the fountain; and if any thing appears, be 
ſure you awaken me. Muezin, though very much tired, 
watched awhile to pleaſe the King; but at lait, over- 
powered with drowſineſs, he fell aſleep, notwithitanding 
his endeavours to, the contrary. „ 
Their fſlumbers were of no long durance. Awaking 


both at a time, they ſtarted up at the found of a raviſa- 
ing ſymphony, that ſeemed not far from them; and, to 


complete their altoniſhment, they ſaw juſt before them a 
very magnificent palace illuminated, which feemed to be 
raiſed by ſome power more than human. Muezain, ſays 
the King, in a low voice, what can this mean ? what 
concert is it that ſtrikes our ears? what palace preſents 
1tlelf to our eyes? Sir, replies the Vizier, all this, with- 
out doubt, is ſomething more than natural; it muſt be 
enchantment. Would to Heaven we had abandoned 
this fountain: this palace is perhaps a ſnare laid by ſome 
magician for your Majeſty. Be it what it may, ſays 
the Prince, think not that I will turn back out of fear. 
Let us march up to the palace, and ſee what kind of 
inhabitants there are, Seek not to terrify me by pre- 
laging ill omens: the more you repreſent to me of dan- 
gers, the greater will be my deſire to attempt thera. 

The Vizier, ſeeing his maſter determined to run all 
hazards, did not dare to oppoſe himſelf any farther to 
his inclinations, They went both directly up to the 
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and placed herſelf between him and Muezin; who, from 
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palace ; and 1 now, arriving at the gates, they found them 
open. They entered into a hall floored with China, and 


furniſhed out with ſofas and tapeſtry of gold brockade, 


and perfumed with the richeſt odours. ” They croſſed 


over this hall, where they ſaw nobody, and went into 
another, in which, upon a throne of gold, tat a young 
lady covered with jewels, the brightne!; s of whoſe beauty 
ſurpriſed them. 

She ſeemed to give irik attention to filty or ſixty 
damſels, of which ſome ſung and others played upon the 


lute. They were all in habits of a roſe- coloured taffita, 


thick ſown with pearls, and ſtood up before the throne. 
Ruzvanſchad never heard finer voices nor more moving 


muſic ; notwithſtanding which, he was wholy taken up 


with the lady, who ſat upon the throne. 

When the damſels perceived this Prince, they put a 
ſtop to their mutic. He made a profound reverence, and 
advancing into the middle of the hall, he addreſſed him- 


ſelf in the following ſpeech to the lady : :—O charming E 


Princeſs, ruler. of hearts, the very ſight of whom has 
added to the number of your {laves the ſovereign Lord 
of China; let me humbly defire to know the name of 
{fo wondrous a nymph, whoſe beauty bears ſo irreſiſtible a 
power! The lady ſmiled at theſe words, and made 
anſwer—I am a doe, who lead lions captive ; + I am the 
prey which you this day purſued, and which plunged 
itſelf into the fountain. But, Madam, ſays the Prince, 
what am I to think of theſe miraculous changes? my 
love is alarmed at them. How can I be ſatisfied that 
what I now tee is not a falle appearance? No, replies 
the lady; I ſhew myſelf now to you in my natural 


ſhape. It is true that I change my form when J pleaſe.” 


I ſhew myſelf to men, and vaniſh from their ſight, as I 
think fitting; and the power of transforming myſelf into 
what appearance J will, is a ꝓprerogative "Heaven has 
given me by my birth. 

At theſe words the lady came down from her throne, 
approached the King, took him by the hand, and led 
tim into a CN where there was a table covered 


with the choiceſt delicacies. She made him ſit down, 


all 
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all ks ſaw, preſaged no good to his maſter, and ex- 
pected ſome unfortunate event. 


2X As for the young King, he was charmed. with the 


"0 lady; no reflections diſturbed the pleaſure he took in 
2 gazing upon her. He was officious to ſerve her; but 
ſhe ſaid to him, do you two eat: for us the very ſmell 
of perfumes, or of meats, 18 Lufficient nutriment. 


„ 


= _ EJGHTEENTH DAY. 


1 5 WWII the Prince and hk Vizier bad done eating, | 


| two damſels preſented to each of them a cup of 
* agate, filled with wine of a purple colour. As fait as 
1 they drank, the damſels took care to repleniſh their cups. 
There was wine hkewiſe brought to the lady, but the 


= drank not of it: the contented "herſelf with ſmelling to 
it, which upon her had as great an effect as the liquor 


itſelf upon Ruzvanſchad. They began to grow warm; 
and the King ſpoke a thouland paſſionate things to the 
lady, who yielding to the inclinations of her heart, 
- replied to him in the following terms :— 


Prince, although you are a being of an inferior nature 


to mine, I have not been able to refrain from loving you. 


Io the end you may be ſenſible of the value you ſhould 


3 put upon the conqueſt which you have made, I would 
not have you be longer ignorant who I am. There lies 
in the ſea an iſland called Cheheriſtan: this iſland is in- 


habited by Geniis, and governed by a King, whoſe name 
is Menoutcher; I am the only daughter of this Prince, 
and am called Chcheriſtany. 
it is now three months ſince I left my father's court, 
and ſince, out of a curioſity to ſee the different countries 
inhabited by the ſons of Adam, I take a pleaſure in tra- 
velling: I have compaſſed the whole world, and I was 
no upon my return to Cheheriſtan, when, crofling over 
MF your realms, I happened this very day to ſee you AURx- 
ing. I ſtopped to gaze upon you; I found a ſudden 
diforder within myſelf, and, while you were ſtill in my 
| fight, I was loſt in thought. My breaſt heaved with 
| | ſighs ; 
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ſighs; and finding, that, in ſpite of all my reaſon, I was 


— — — —2— 


and after J had thrown myſelf into the fountain, you 1 


2 —— ———— 


were reſolved to paſs the night at the fountain. While 


tered in great affliction; the Princeſs, reading in her 


Princeſs and ſaid, O Queen, You know that the geniis, Y 


you have ſhewn. I ſhall go with you this inſtant, Adieu, 


become your captive, I bluſhed in ſecret.” Is it poſſible, 
ſaid I, that a man ſhould cauſe all this diſorder within | 
me? Shall a ſon of Adam triumph over my pride?! 


was aſhamed of my weakneſs, and would fain have witb⸗- 
drawn mylelf immediately from your preſence ; but held 
as it were by the force of a charm 1 had not the power 
to doit. Then yielding to the tender emotions of my 
"Heart; which ſtayed my wandering footiteps, I now only q7 


ſtudied the means to render myſelf pleaſing in your fight, 


I took upon me the form of a white doe, and came full in 1 


your way, to draw you after me. You purſued me; 


cannot imagine with what pleature I faw you examine 
the water to find me out. I was tranſported to ſee you 


1o reſtleſs, and I took it for a lucky preſage. When | s 3 | 


heard your diſcourſe, I was ravithed to find, that you 


vou ſlept, I raiſed up this palace to receive you ; z the 
geniis that ſerve me, built it in an inſtant. 1 
Cheheriſtan was going to proceed, when a damſel en- 
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countenance the ſorrowful news ſhe brought, broke out 
into lamentable cries ; then the ſmote upon her face, and 
wept bitterly. W hat a moving ſpectacle mult this be to = 
the Emperor of China ! Pierced to the heart with the . 
grief which the exprefied, he was impatient to know the 8 1 
cauſe of it, And now he was about to demand it f 
her, when the damſel newly arrived came up to the 


although their term of years be longer than what 15 
granted to men, are nevertheleſs ſubject, like them, to 
Jeath; You have loſt the King your father; he has 
changed this periſhable life for one that is eternal The ii 
whole people demand you ; they expect you with 1 Impa- E 
tience to rule over them. Haſten therefore to receive the bY 
homage of your new ſubjects, who are eager to render 
you the honours due to you. The Grand Vizier, my "0 
father, charged me to haſten your return. | = 

Maimona, anſwers the Princeſs, it is enough. I will BY 
recompence the zeal of your father, and the duty Which 


pos bai — — broad 


Prince 
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; Prince, adds ſhe, turning to Ruzvanſchad ; then reaching 

out to him one of her fair hands, which he kifled with 
tranſport, I muſt leave you; but be affured that a day 
will come, when we ſhall meet again: if I then find you 


- > a faithful and a paſſionate lover, I will have no other lord 
1 A but you. . 1 „ „ 
r #- This ſaid, ſhe diſappeared. Immediately the light of 
the tapers that ſhone in the palace, was all loſt in the 
y 7 thickeſt ſhades of night. 'The King of China and his 
= Vizier remained in utter darkneſs, till the day light com- 
ning on, gave them a new ſurpriſe ; for, while they ima- 
; gined themſelves to be ſtill in the palace, they ſaw nothing 


uw but a deſart country all around, without the leaſt appear- 
10 ance of a houſe. | 1 
u , Muezan, ſays the Prince, looking about him, are we to 
| = take all that has happened for a dream? No, Sir, replies 
um the Vizier; I had rather believe it to be ſome enchant- 
le MF ment. The lady we have ſeen is ſome foul ſorcereſs, who, 
eto inſpire you with love, took upon her the reſemblance 
of a beautiful nymph ; and all the fair damſels, that ſung 
n- and played fo exquiſitely upon the Jute, are ſo many de- 


er MF mons devoted to her charms. _ | 6 | 

ut How probable ſoever the opinion of Muezin ſeemed, 
»+ "3 3 . | | » 

nd the King was too much enamoured to be perſuaded 


to by him. He was unwilling to forfeit the favourable 
he thoughts he had conceived of the lady; and he re- 
he turned to his palace full of reſolutions to preſerve al- 
of 8 ways a lively and a tender remembrance of her. And in- 
e deed ſo far was he from forgetting her, notwithſtandin 
lis, he heard no more of her, and the Vizier daily ftrove 
is to combat his paſſion, that he fell into a deep melancholy. 
He abandoned all his pleaſures, and had no reliſh for an 
but that of hunting; neither did he taſte any delight to 
hunt, but in the place where his white doe appeared to 


him, and where he often flattered himſelf he might ſee her 
© 


In the mean time, it was now almoſt a year that he 
loved without any reaſon to hope that his love was not 
fixed upon a phantom, he began now to fear that what 
hae had ſeen was no more than an enchantment. He re- 
ſolved upon travelling, in hopes the variety of objects 
might ſerve to amuſe bim, and help him by degrees to 

wear 
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wear 3 the impreſſion from his mind. He left the o 0 8 
vernment of his kingdom to Muezin; and, notwithſtand- 
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by night quite alone. He was mounted upon a fine horſe, 
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cent; and he girded upon his thigh a large ſeymeter in a 


now arrived upon the frontiers of Thebet. He journeyed 


ther tree, a lady who ſeemed not above eighteen years of 


mean rank. Ruzvanſchad came up to her; and offering 
his aſſiſtance, demanded of her who ſhe was | * The wh 
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ing all that his Miniſter could ſay to hinder him from the 
reſolution he took of going unaccompanied, he ſet out 


with a ſaddle and bridle covered with gold, and enriched 9 
with rubies and emeralds: his habit was very magnifi- = 
ſcabbard ſtudded with diamonds. : ; 
He had already croſſed over his own realms, and: Was 


on towards the capital of this kingdom; and now he was 
two little days journey diſtant from it, when he ſtopped 2 
under a tree, whoſe ſpreading bows caſt a thick ſhade. n 
Scarce was he alighted from his horſe to repoſe himſelf 

a while, when he perceived hard by him, under ano- 


age: he found her fitting on the ground, with her head 
ſupported by her hand : he ſeemed lofi in thought ; and 
by the melancholy air of her contenance, it was natural 
to believe ſome misfortune had befallen her. Her gar- 
ment was all torn; notwithſtanding which, it was caly 9 
to pe ceive that ſhe was very beautiful, and a perſon of no 
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made anſwer, I am the daughter and the wiſe of a King; 
and yet I am not what I ſay : I am a Princeſs, and am 1 
not what I am. | 


NINETEENTH DAY. 


HE King of China knew not what to think of the L 
young Jady ; ; he imagined her grief had -impaired 
her ſenſes. M adam, replies he, recollect your reaſon, 
and believe me ready to ſerve you in any thing that & 

lies within my power. Sir, ſays ſhe, it is no wonder you 
look upon me as a diſtracted perſon : what I have ſaid | } = 
to you ſeems to be void of ſenſe ; but 1 make no doubt] 4 1 
0 
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4 bf your pardon, when you thall come to know my mis- 
12 Fortunes : in return to your generoſity 1 ſhall acquaint 
: e 5 ; | CE ö ; 


ut Fou with them. 
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THE HISTORY OF THE YOUNG KING OF THEBET, 
7as AND OF THE PRINCE>S OF THE NAIMAxs. 
red „„ | FFF „„ 
vas AM, continues ſhe, the daughter of a King of the 
bed Naimans. I was the only child of my father; when 


Queen. I was then but four years old; ſo that during 
10- ny minority, the government of the ſtate was put into 
the hands of the Vizier Aly-Bin-Hatam, who married 
ad Many nurſe, and whole capacity was very well known, 
nd his wiſe Miniſter had likewiſe the care of my education. 
ral He now began to inſtruct me in the arts of government; 
"Fnd 1 was almoſt ripe for the management of affairs, 
when Fortune, who beſtows and takes away crowns as 
Me pleaſes, tumbled me down from the throne into the 
Enoft unfortunate condition of life. Prince Mouaffac, my 
father's brother, who was thought long ſince dead, and 
ig; reported to have been killed in a battle againſt the 
am Mogols, appeared unexpectedly in the country of the 
Naimans. Some of the chief nobility, who formerly had 
been his friends, joined themſelves to his intereſt ; they 
econded his ambition, and ſtirred up a rebellion in 
the ſtate in his favour. The Vizier Aly ſtrove in vain 
to quell it: all his endeavours to ſtifle the faction did 
but inflame it the more. In a word, all my ſubjects 
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were ſeduced by the practices of Mouaffac, and declared 
or him. | 
the When the uſurper was crowned, his firſt care was to 
red 1 ecure my perſon, with an intention to put me to death, 
on; to prevent any deſigns the few friends I had left might ſet 
hat on foot in favour of me. But the Vizier Aly and my 
you Purſe, his wife, found means of conveying me from the 
laid Pury of the tyrant. They carried me off by night; ſo 
_ bat we got fafe out of Albaſin, and by ſecret roads came 

*M | to 


1 
Hi 
1 

my 

: 

* 15 / 
mn. 


__— 


=" = 
- - Sr 
= 


— —„V— 
my —— — 
* Pu >. 


— — _ - 7 2 3 
= Po >; ax: — 

. —— 
8 = : 


— 
— 


7 


— — 


— — X 3 
r IRS” — 


n 


* * 7 
> Pr — 3 
ä V —— ——AẼ — — te 
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to the confines of Thebet. We went to ſettle in 
the capital of this kingdom, where the Vizier paſſed 
for an Indian painter, and I for his daughter — 
He had in his youth learned to paint, and he was i 
ſo great a maſter in the art, that he ſoon acquired a re- 


putation. Although we had with us a great quantity 


of jewels, and micht have hved in ſplendour, we were 


contented in an obſcure condition, as if we had nothing 


elſe to ſubſiſt upon, but the pencil of Aly. We were 
apprehenſive of the ſpies of Mouaffac; and were cautious i 
of being ſuſpected for any thing greater than what we 
| appeared to be. E 
Nau two years had pale over us in this. condition. 3 
1 inſenfſi ibly forgot all the ideas of grandeur with which! 
had been inſpired ; and wearing *exery day into ſenti- 


ments ſuitable to my misfortunes, I now began to make 


this obſcurity of life habitual to me. I almoſt thought 

that I never was other than the daughter of a private = 
man. I hardly remembered that J had ever ſat upon ä 
throne. The tranquilhty J enjoyed made me unmind- 


ful of what had paſſed; or, if at any time my memor 


brought to mind the glorious rank J once held, I conſi- 


dered it only as a burden, from which 1 was freed: and Y 
diſengaged from the cares that attend on ſovereign power, 1 
I forgave my fortune that took it from me. Would to 3 


Heaven, alas! that 1 had paſſed over the reſt of my liſe 


in this obſcure and happy condition! but it was not my 


lot; the decrees of deſtiny are not to be avoided ; and 
it is as much in vain to complain of our ill fortune, as it 
is impoſſible to prevent it. 

The Vizier painted ſome pieces that were the admira- 


tion of the whole city of Thebet. The King heard of 


them, and deſired to ſee them: to this end he came him- 
ſelf to Aly, who ſhewed him his works. The Prince 
was very much ſatisfied with them, as well as with the 
converſation of the painter. While they were yet dit- 
courſing together, I came into the room, led by a curio- 


ſity to ſee the King; 1 thought appearing before him as "3 


the painter's — — he would take no notice of me : 
but J was miſtaken, ; he caſt his eyes upon me, and was 
ſtruck with me. Perceiving this. I retired : nevertheleſs 
he continued talking to the Vizier, as if he had not 2 
. {ervec 
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ſerved me, but with ſo much emotion, and with ſo diſ- 


ordered a look, that it was eaſily perceived I had made 


ino ſmall impreſſion upon him. The next day the 
prince came again to Aly, and repeated his viſits for ſe- 
veral days following. Under the pretence of looking 
{after paintings, he went into all the chambers, and con- 
& trived it ſo, that he would ſtill come quite into that where 
I was. Hitherto he faid nothing to me; but the ardour 
that ſparkled in his eyes, plainly diſcovered to me the 


ſentiments of his heart. 


One day he made the V inter an offer of a confiderable 


penſion, with an apartment in his palace; ſaying he had 


ga mind to keep in his dominions ſo great a painter, and 
to make him his own. Aly immediately gueſſed at the 


motive of this propoſal : and, as he ſaw the conſequences 
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ot it, he ſaid to me, ] ſee, my Queen, that the King of 
Ibebet loves you. The paſſion he has for you, more 
than any liking he has to my paintings, has been the oc- 
XX caſion of theſe offers. We are now going to be lodged 
in his palace. You may be fure he will be daily enter- 
& taining you with his love. Call to mind your birth; 


„ 


and, inſtead of yielding up yourſelf upon diſhonourable 


terms to the ſighs of this Prince, refit the prefling in- 
ſtances of his tenderneſs. If he is ſo far enamoured 
with you, as to be willing to make you the partner of 


S 


his crown, you may liſten to him; if he has other 


views, we ſhall find means to elude his hopes. I pro- 


miſed the Vizier to be punctual in following his advice. 
I did not let him know that I had obſerved the King's 
love as well as he; much leſs did I tell him the effect 


this diſcovery had upon me. The Prince was young, 


beautiful, and formed to perfection; ſo that I could not 


help feeling for him the like paſſion to that with which 1 


= had inſpired him. 


TWENTIETH 


4 
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TWENTIETH DAY. ar 


N the mean time, whatever inclinations J might have ” Mu 
for the King of Thebet, I hoped I ſhould be able to 


conceal them from him, it he had no other deſign but to RFY* 

_ tempt my virtue; but this Prince {ſpared me the trouble Fa 
of a long reſtraint. I was but newly come into his pa- 04 
lace, when he made a declaration of his love to me in the 1 
manner my heart could wiſh. You have charmed me, th 
o 


ſaid he, from the very moment I ſet my eyes upon you; 
from that time you have taken up all my thoughts, and 
I find it impoſſible for me to live without you: put how 1 
vehement ſoever my deſires may be, think not that I Wil! 
ever attempt to treat you as a ſlave. I have as great aa 
reſpect for you, as if you were the daughter of the King 
of China; and my intention is, as the pledge of my faith 1 
to you, to place you upon the throne of Thebet. - 
I returned thanks to the Prince for the honour he in- 
tended me; and taking this occaſion to inform him who 
I was, I gave him my hiſtory, with which he was ſenſfi- 
bly touched. My Princeſs, cried he, it is plain that 
heaven has reſerved for me the glory of avenging you, 
ſince you are come for refuge to Thebet. Yes, the traitor 
Mouaffac ſhall be amply puniſhed for daring to take your 
crown. Conſent that 1 eſpouſe you this day; and be 
aſſured, that on the morrow I will ſend ambaſſadors to 
declare war againſt him, if he refuſes to reſign to you the 
throne which he has uſurped. I renewed my thanks to 
the King: and confeſſed, that if, when we iaw one ano- 
ther firſt, I had made ſome impreſſion upon him, his eyes 
likewiſe were not without their influence over me. He 
was charmed with this confeſſion; and taking me by the 
hand, he kiſſed it with eagerneſs, and ſwore eternal 44 
love to me. He eſpouſed me that very Gay ; and our 9 
nuptials were celebrated throughout the city with great 
rejoicings. : 
Larly in the morning, the King, as he had promiſed, 
appointed ambaſſadors to go to the country of the Nai- 
; mans. 
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mans. They departed in all diligence ; and imme=- 


; 1 diately upon their arrival at the Court of Mouaffac, they 


demanded audience : accordingly it was granted; and 


D 5 : ; o O — ; 
they told this Prince, that their maſter had eſpouſed me, 


and had ſent them to demand he ſhould ſpeedily reſtore 


to me the kingdom of the Naimans, and to declare a 


war, in caſe he refuſed to comply. Mouatiac, though _ 


Iv 
po z he was not in a condition to refit the keing of Thebet, = 
to pet, out of the haughtineſs of his temper, bid him defi- 
ple ance; fo that the ambailadors upon their return, ac- 
ba- quainted their matter with the refulal of the uſurper. 
the Immediately orders were given to levy men through all 
ne, the kingdom of Thebet ; and a numerous army was ſet 
u; Won foot. But when the troops were gathered together, 
nd and in readineſs to march againſt the Naimans, there 
»w came deputics from theſe people to affure me of their 
711] Fobedience, and to inlorm me, that my uncle Mouaffac 
ta was dead, after a few days ſickneſs. Upon this news, 
ng 1 the King diſbanded bis army, and re{olved to tend Al 
ith to rule in my name over the Naimans. The Miniſter 
was now ready to ſet out, when an adventure, the 
AY - molt unexpected that can be imagined, put a ſtop to his 
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to why cried out. I told him the reaſon; and fortified 


departure. | | | . 

One evening I retired into my cloſet, and fitting upon 
a ſofa, betook myſelf to read ſome chapters in the al- 
coran, When J had made an end of reading, | roſe to 
find out the King, who was now gone to bed. On a 
ſudden I was aſtoniſhed with a frightiul apparation that 
went before me, and diſappeared in a moment. TI cried 
out ſo vehemently, that I awoke the King out of his 
fleep. He ran to me with ſpeed, and demanded of me 


by his preſence, I was inclinable to believe, that the 


phantom which appeared before me, was only the coin- 


Prince heard me with ſurpriſe ; and far from contribut- 


age of my imagination, heated with reading. The 


ing to diffipate my fears, he replied, I am in a greater 
Mitorder than you; J am not able to comprehend, Ma- 
dam, how you can be in my bed and in this cloſet, at 
the ſame time. Sir, {aid-I, I underſtand you not: ſpeak 
plainly to me, I beſeech you. Nay then, added he, you 
need only approach the bed, and you will ſee the moſt 

| ſurpriſing 
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farprifing fight | in the world. Accordingly, coming up | I 
to the head of the bed, I could perceive, with great er 


ſurpriſe than can be imagined, a young lady that re- 4 VC 
ſembled me to a miracle,—ſhe had all my very ſhape. in 
O Heaven! cried I at this ſpectacle, what do 1 ſee? | in 
what unheard-of prodigy | Ah, traitreſs, ſays this lady, AY th 
interrupting me with an accent reſembling mine, what d 
impudence is this to dare to aſſume my form! What is = Kt 
thy deſign, thou wicked forcerels ? Doſt thou imagine m 
the King my huſband, deluded, by theſe appearances, e 
that make him doubt which of us is his wife, can be 1 
brought to drive me from his bed, and give thee my e. 


place ? Thy hopes are vain, and thy artifices to no pur- 
poſe. In ſpite of thy enchantments, my huiband ſees t! 
plainly thou art but a wretch. My dear Lord, adds the, 
addreſfing herſelf to the Prince, cauſe this perfidious ſor- 
cereſs to be ſeized ; order her immediately to be caſt 
into a dark dungeon ; ; and to-morrow let her erpiate 
her criminal purpoſes i in the flames. 


TWENTY-FIRST DAY. 


JE the perfect reſemblance which this woman bore to 
me, continues the Princeſs of the Naimans, aſtoniſhed 
me, her inſolent manner of {peaking ſurpriſed me ſtill 
more. Inſtead of replying in the fame language to her, 
I burſt into tears, and {aid to the King, Sir, I began to r 
hope, that the malice of my ill fortune was quite ſpent : I = © 
had reaſon to believe, after my deſtiny was united to yours, 
that my miſeries were at an end; but alas! ſome demon, 
Jealous of my happineſs, comes a thwart it. She bor- 
rows my form, and reſolves to paſs for me: ſhe has at- 
tained her ends: you know me no more, but confound 
me with this phantom. View me well, I befecch you; 
if your wife be yet dear to you, your heart ſhould know 
to diſtinguiſh her in ſpite of this illuſion that prevails upon 
our ſenſes. I call heaven to witneſs, that I am the 
rinceſs of the Naimans. 
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The lady that was in bed interrupted me a ſecond time 4 


your behaviour ſpeaks what you are. 'Traitors have 


immediate recourſe to oaths ; and their eyes, inſtructed 
in deceits, are always furniſhed with tears, Ceaſe, ſays 
the King to us; put an end to your diſcourſe, which 


does not inform me in what I would know; you only 
confound me thus together. I am at a loſs to recollect 


2 my wile. One of you mult be a ſorcereſs, and ſeeks to 


ſeduce me; but J am not able to diſtinguiſh which; and 


I fear leſt, in attempting to puniſh the guilty, I ſhould 
EZ cauſe my vengeance to fall upon the innocent. eos 


The King, incapable of diſtinguiſhing between me and 
the ſorcereſs, called the chief of his ennuchs, and com- 


7 manded him to ſhut us up in ſeparate apartments, where 
we paſſed the reſt of the night. In the morning the 
Prince ſent for Aly and his wife, and told them what had 


happened. They deſired to fee us both together, not 


O 


doubting, for all that the King could ſay, but they ſhould 
be able to know me. But upon trial, they found us ſo 


very like the one to the other, that it was equally impoſ- 
g, to diſcern the counterfeit 
perſon from the true. Moreover, my nurſe, recollecting 
that I was born with a mole upon my knee, examined us 
both, and was ſurpriſed when the found that we were 
both marked alike. Neither did they ſtop their enqui- 
ries here; they began to interrogate, us ſeparately. The 
lady anſwered to their queſtions juſt as I had done; ſo 


"2 that they were at a loſs what to think. However, m 


nurſe took my anſwers to be the more exact, and ſhe de- 


=X cided for me. 


But her determination was of little weight; for all the 
Viziers which the King had affembled together, judging 
quite contrary, that the lady, who was found in the bed 
of the Prince, was the Queen, and the other the ſorcereſs; 
they condemned me to be burnt. The King was averſe 
to this cruel ſentence, leſt he ſhould put his wife to death, 
while his: deſign was to avenge her; therefore he was 
fatisfied to baniſh me the Court. I was ſtripped of my 


Clothes, covered with old torn garments, and put out of 


the city. I am come thus far, ſupported by the provi- 
lions given me by charitable perſons, This, Sir, is my 
| whole 
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For, as one of our poets fays, when any thing arrives to 


of its declenſion ; and the extremity of misfortune borders 


prefles ſore upon thee : it is ſo that heaven has ordered 
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whole hiſtory, ſaid the Princeſs of the Naimans. I hope © 


now you will not think 1 ſpoke like one bereaved of rea- 2 7 


ſon, when 1 ſaid to you, that J am the daughter and the r.: 


Wife of a King, and yet that I am not what 1 ſay; that [ | a 


am a Princeſs, and am not what I am. The Queen of a 


Thebet concluded here, when Ruzvanſchad took his turn n 


to ſpeak, and ſaid, Be comforted, Madam; your miſe- 
Ties are come to the height: reſt erſuaded, that from this c 
day forward your fortune will change for the better. b 


the very point of perfection, it touches upon the period 
upon proſperity. Expect to be ruined, adds the ſame 


poet, when it ſhall be ſaid, that thy happineſs is com- 
plete; and prepare thy heart for joy, when adverſity 


the life of man. To convince you of this important 


truth, Madam, I ſhall entertain Jon with the hiſtory of ll ® 
the Vizier Caverſcha. by : 
| | | = 

THE HISTORY OF THE VIZIER CAVERSCHA, = 

| | £7 . | | P 
ODAVENDE, King of Hyrcania, had a Vizier IT 
whoſe name was Caverſcha; this Miniſter, a man MY ® 

of ſuperior underſtanding, and of a conſummate expe- b. 


rience, had one day a mind to bathe himſelf. As he ſtood 
over the bath, he took a ring of his finger, and in playing | P 
with it, let it fall by chance into the water, when, initead | b 
of ſinking, it floated on the ſurface. =? 

Caverſcha, ſtruck with this prodigy, gave immediate 8 


orders to his officers to carry all his riches out of his 5 t 
houſe, and to hide them in the place where he directed JM 
them; ſaying, at the ſame time, that the King his * 
maſter, would ſoon ſend to have him apprehended. Ac- We 5 


cordingly, his ſervants had not yet carried away all his 


goods, when the Captain of the King's guards came with ; 1 
ſoldiers to his houſe, and told him that he had orders to i 


carry him to priſon. This Vizier went along without 
reſiſtance, while part of the ſoldiers ſeized upon all that 
' Was 
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was left in his houſe. This unhappy Miniſter, whom 
Codavende impriſoned upon falſe reports, remained ſeve- 


ral years in chains: he was denied the liberty of ſeeing 


any of his friends; all ſorts of comforts were refuſed him; 
and every day the King gave out ſome new order to 
make his confinement more ſevere; _ Ds | 

He had for a long time defired to eat ſome rommanal\- 
chy ; he had often begged for ſome, but without ſuccels ; 
becaule their ſtudy was to'mortify him. However, one 
day the keeper of the priſon brought him a meſs of rom- 
manaſchy out of compaſſion, and gave it him in a China 
baſon, The Vizier, highly pleaſed that they brought 
him at laſt what he had longed for ſo very much, was 
now preparing to eat of it, when two great rats, as they 
were fighting, fell into the rommanaſchy, which he had 
ſet upon the ground for a while, Caverſcha was not 
able to eat it; but he ſent orders to his domeſtics to go 


and take his riches from the place where they lay hid, 


* 


and to carry them back into his houſe; hecauſe, ſaid 
he, the King, my maſter, wil ſoon call me ont of. 
prifon, and re-eſtabliſn me in my former employment. 
This hkewiſe happened as he had fad. Codavende 
reſtored” him to his liberty that very day; and ſend- 
ing for him into his preſence, he taid to him, I am 
perſuaded of your innocence : 1 have cauſed your ene- 
mies to be ſtrangled ; I reſtore you to my confidence 
again, and reinſtate you in the dignity which you held 
before, | ei * | 

Then the friends of Caverſcha, knowing what had 
paſſed, aſked him how he came to forete] that he ſhould 
be impriſoned, and afterwards ſet at liberty? When I 
perceived, ſays the Vizier to them, that my ring, inſtead 
of ſinking, floated upon the water, J judged from thence, 
that my. glory was arrived to the higheſt pitch, and that 
my good fortune, incapable of any increaſe, was now, ac- 


Wy cording to the decrees of heaven, about to change into 


adverſity ; and ſo it proved. When in my priſon, I 
begged ſo long in vain for ſome rommanaſchy, 1 plainly 


ſaw that my ill fortune was like to laſt yet awhile : and 
when at laſt they brought me ſome, the rats that fell into 


it, were an indication to me, that I was arrived to the ut- 
VOL, Io E | moſt 


continues the Kin n 
ſent juſt upon the verge of happineſs. Take example by 
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| moſt limits of my bad fortune, and that my extreme 


affliction would ſoon be turned into perfect joy. 
Ihen, Madam, never give yourſelf over to defpair, 
& of China; you are, perhaps, at pre- 
me, and give yourſelf up to pleaſing hopes. Alas! 1 
cannot tell, but that J may be, like you, the ſport of fome 


ſorcereſs; and whether the perſon whom I] love be net 
ſiome frightful demon. Ruzvanſchad upon this told 
hoer his name, and related his adventure with the white 


Scarce had he ended his narration, when they both of 


them ſaw a young man on horſeback, who, drew their 
whole attention. He was almoſt naked, and fled with a}! 
the ſpeed the horſe could furniſh. He paffed fo near to 


them, that the Queen knew him, and cried out, O 
heavens! fee my huſband! but he never caſt his eyes 


2 upon her, 


His countenance was full of wildneſs and diforder, 


and, in the midſt of his haſty flight, he looked ever 


and anon behind him, as if he was afraid of being 


** 5 — „ 


1 


i TWENTv- SECOND DAY. 
* IE. young Quecn of Thebet and Rnevantthad ſtzll 


A followed the young man with their eyes; neither 


was. he yet got out of ſight, when they ſaw another horſe- 
man ſpurring on with full ſpeed : this perſon was richly Bl 


clothed and held in his hand a drawn ſabre, ſtained with 
blood. It was obvious that he purſued the firſt, and that 


he was impatient to overtake him: but what was won- 


derful is, that he ſhould reſemble him ſo perfectly, that 
the Princeſs, when ihe ſaw his face, could not help cry- 
ing out again, O heavens ! ſee there my huſband! He 
was fo intent in purſuing, that he paſſed cloſe by the 
Queen without obſerving her. Madam, fays the King 
of China, I own there can be nothing more amazing than 
this. Sir, replies the Princeſs, you may hereby oy 

| | tha 
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chat what I told you, concerning myſelf, was no 


neon. 8 0 yo es 
While they reaſoned upon the ſingularity of this event, 
there appeared a third perſon on horſeback. But aithough 
he ran with the ſame ſpeed as the other two, yet he did 
not paſs without taking notice of Ruzvanſchad and the 
Queen. It was the Vizier Aly-Bin-Haytam. The 
Princeſs and he knew each other immediately. This 
Miniſter ſoon alighted from his horſe, and throwing him- 
ſelf at the feet of the Queen, Ah, Madam, ſaid he, is it 
you then I ſee ? Thanks for ever be to heaven, that has 
preſerved you. If for ſome time it permits vice to 
triumph, and ſeems to abandon the innocent, it is only to 
make its juſtice more exemplary in the end. All is now 


over; your mortal enemy lives no more; the King has 
ſlain her with his own hand; his ſabre is ſtil] wet with 


her perfidious blood : and to make his vengeance com- 


plete, he now purſues a wretch, who by the force of charms 
aſſumes his likeneſs. I have not now the time to inform 


you of all that has paſſed at Court ſince you were caſt out 


in ſo diſgraceful a manner; I mult defer it to another 


day. The King ſpurs on apace, and gains ground of us 
every moment. Haſte, Madam, let us mount this in- 
ſtant, and try to overtake him. No, Sir, then ſaid Ruz- 
vanſchad, rather than fatigue the Queen, do you ſtay here 
with her; I will undertake to join the King, and to 


bring him here to you in this place, When he had ſaid 


this, he laid his hand upon his horſe, and vaulting lightly 
into the ſaddle, he purſued the ſteps of the King of The- 
bet, 'without ſtaying to anſwer the compliment, which the 
Princeſs made him for his generous behaviour. 
When he was gone, the Vizier aſked the Queen, who 
this young ſtranger might be; and he was not a little 
ſurpriſed, when ſhe told him, that he was the King of 
China. Now then, ſays the Princeſs, ſatisfy my curio- 
ſity, and tell me after what manner the ſorcereſs came to 
be diſcovered. Madam, replies the Miniſter, the Kin 
your huſband, perſuaded that his council had rightly dif- 
tinguiſned the true Princeſs of the Naimans from the. 
5 who, by force of enchantment, reſembled. her, 
ved with your rival in a perfect good underſtanding, 
He had been with her for ſome days at a catie Which you 
„ E 2 | know 
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know he has about ten leagues from this capital. This 


morning the King and I went out from thence to hunt, 

attended only by one ſlave. We were not ſar from home, 
when the King bethought himſelf on a ſudden that he 
E.. had forgot to tell the Queen ſome matter of importance; 
. fo that, without proceeding any farther, we returned. 


=y 


ö The Prince quitted his horſe at the gate of the caſtle, 
4 where he ordered me to attend him, and went up the 
l back ſtairs to the apartment of the Princeſs. Soon after 
|  1ſaw a man return without a turban, almoſt naked, and 
| very much reſembling the King. Taking him for the 
Prince himſelf, Ah, Sir, ſaid I, as ſoon as I faw him, 
how come you in this condition? But, inſtead of reply- 
ing, he ran to his horſe like one terrified : he mounted, 
and betook himſelf to flight, without ſaying a word to 
me. Fearing that ſome unlucky accident had befallen 
him, J was impatient to learn what it might be. In or- 
dler to this, I reſolved to follow him; and as I laboured 
to overtake him, I heard a voice behind me crying out, 
Stay, Vizier, ſtay; I ſtopped upon the inſtant; then 
turning my head, I ſaw ihe King coming out of the 
_ caſtle, with his eyes ſparkling, and his ſcymeter in his 
. hand. He runs up in haſte to meet me; Vizier, ſays he, we 
have caſt out our Queen, to take in a deteſtable woman, 
who by magic has aſſumed her form. I have juſt ſlain 
the traitoreſs, and J muſt do the like by the villain, who 
has borrowed my ſhape. Give me my horſe, adds he, 
ſpeaking to the ſlave; I will purſue the wretch, who 
hopes in- vain to eſcape me. No ſooner had he ſpoke 
but he mounted the flave's horſe, and following hard 
upon the ſteps of his enemy, he ſtill continues to hunt 

' him down. 25 
While the Vizier Aly-Bin-Haytam related theſe things 
to the Queen, Ruzvanſchad made after the King of The- 
bet with all his might, and followed him with as great 
cagernels as if he had the white doe in view. The King 
of Thebet, on the other hand, puſhed on by his reſent- 
ment, never ſlackened his pace; and as he was a better 
horſeman than the man who ran from him, he overtook 
him at laſt; when, giving him a cut upon the ſhoulder 
with a ſcymeter, he tumbled him out of the ſaddle: 
chen he leaped from his horſe to finiſh the ä 
A 8 | 11S 
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his enemy, but the wretch begged for his life. I grant 


it, fays the King to him, upon condition thou wilt tell 


me who thou art ; by whot means and for what reaſon 


thou appeareſt in my likeneſs; and give me a full ac- 
count of all 1 defire to know, Sir, anfwered the man, 


ſince your Majeſty is pleated to pardon. me, I will hide 
nothing from you; 1 will ſpeak with all the ſincerity 
you require: and to perſuade you, that I intend to give 
ou full 4atisfaction, it will be proper I begin by reſum- 
ing my own natural form. When he had ſpoke he took, 
only a ring from off his finger, and appeared to the King 
then in the figure of a frightful old man. . 


TWENTY-THIRD DAV. 


THE. King of Thebet was amazed at this ſudden 

change, and was now more curious than before to 
learn what this old man prepared to tell him, Sir, ſays 
the wretch, you ſee me now ſuch as Jam; and to ſatisfy 


you to the utmoſt, I will give you a full account of m 


life. 1 am the fon of a weaver from Damas, and my 
name is Mochel. My father was very covetous and very 
rich; ſo that being his only heir, 1 found myſelf upon 
| his death maſter of a conſiderable fortune for one of my 
birth. Inſtead of practiſing the parſimony of my father, 


or ſo much as managing my income in the leaſt, I gave 


myſelf up to my pleafures ; I kept much company with 


women; and made it more particularly my buſineſs to 


pleaſe a young lady who lived near me; ſhe was beautiful, 


and had a great deal of wit; but her wit had a wrong 


turn to cunning and artifice. She had a great many 
lovers ; and every one thought himſelf the firſt in her 
favour, becauſe in private ſhe careſſed them all alike. I 
among the reſt was deceived in her. Deluded by the 
marks of friendſhip ſhe gave me, I imagined that my 
rivals all ſighed in vain, and that I was the only happy 


man. This opinion increaſed my love, and my love led 


me into numberleſs expences. Every day I ſent ſome 
new preſent to Dilnouaze, for that was her name; and 
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| hopes in- vain to eſcape me. No ſooner had he ſpoke 
but he mounted the flave's horſe, and following hard 
upon the ſteps of his enemy, he ſtill continues to hunt | 
him down. 


to the Queen, Ruzvanſchad made after the King of T he- 


ment, never ſlackened his pace; and as he was a better 
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know he has about ten leagues from this capital. This 
morning the King and I went out from thence to hunt, 


D 


attended only by one ſlave. We were not ſar from home, | 
when the King bethought him! elf on a ſudden that he 


O 
had forgot to tell the Queen ſome matter of importance; 


fo that, without proceeding any farther, we returned. 


The Fi quitted his horſe at the gate of the caſtle, 5 
where he ordered me to attend him, and went up the 8 
back fiairs to the apartment of the Princeſs. Soon after 
1ſaw a man return without a turban, almoſt naked, and 
very much reſembling the King. Taking him "he the 


Prince himſelf, Ah, Sir, ſaid 1, as ſoon as I faw him, 


how come you in this condition? But, inſtead of reply- 


ing, he ran to his horſe like one terrified : he mounted, 


and betook himſelf to flight, without ſay ing a word to 


me. Fearing that ſome unlucky accident had befallen 


him, I was impatient to learn what it might be. In or- : 


der to this, I reſolved to follow him; and as I laboured 
to overtake him, I heard a voice behind me crying out, 


Stay, Vizier, ſtay; 1 ſtopped upon the inſtant ; then 
turning my head, I ſaw the King coming out of the þ 
caſtle, with his eyes ſparkling, and his ley) meter in his 


hand. He runs up in haſte to meet me; Vizier, ſays he, we 


Have caſt out our Queen, to take in a deteſtable woman, 
who by magic has aſſumed her form. I have juſt flain Þ 
the traltorels, and J muſt do the like by the villain, who 
has borrowed my ſhape. Give me my horſe, adds he, 


ſpeaking to the flave; I will purfue the wretch, who 


While the Vizier Aly RBin-Hay tam related theſe things 


bet with all his might, and followed him with” as great 


cagerneſs as if he had the white doe in view. The King 


of Thebet, on the other hand, puſhed on by his tefent- 


korſeman than the man who/ran from him, he overtook 
him at laſt ; when, giving him a cut upon the ſhoulder 
With a ſeymeter, he tumbled him out of the ſaddle: 


chen he leaped from his horſe to finiſh the deſtruction of 
T | his 
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his enemy, but the wretch begged for his life. I grant 
it, ſays the King to him, upon condition thou wilt tell 
me who thou art; by What means and for what reaſon 
thou appeareſt in my likeneis; and give me a full ac- 


d. ſince your Majeſty is pleaſed to pardon. me, I will hide 
e, nothing from you; 1 will ſpeak with all the ſincerity 
he ou require: and to perſuade you, that I intend to give 


n, then in the figure of a frightful old man. 
Fg . „ 
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ut, THE King of Thebet was amazed at this ſudden 
1en change, and was now more curious than before ty 
the learn what this old man prepared to tell him. Sir, ſays 
his the wretch, you fee me now ſuch as I am; and to ſatisfy 
we you to the utmoſt, I will give you a full account of my 
an, life. I am the fon of a weaver from Damas, and my 
ain name is Mocbel. My father was very covetous and very 
rho rich; ſo that being his only heir, 1 found myſelf upon 
he, his death maſter of a conſiderable fortune for one of my 
ho birth. Inſtead of practiſing the parſimony of my father, 
oke or ſo much as managing my income in the leaſt, I gave 
ard myſelf up to my pleaſures ; I kept much company with 
unt women; and made it more particularly my buſineſs to 
pleaſe a young lady who lived near me; ſhe was beautiful, 
ng and had a great deal of wit; but her wit had a wrong 
he- turn to cunning and artifice. She had a great many 
reat lovers; and every one thought himſelf the firſt in her 
ing favour, becauſe in private ſhe careſſed them all alike. I 
ent- among the reſt was deceived in her. Deluded by the 
ttcr i warks of friendſhip ſhe gave me, I imagined that my 
ook rivals all fighed in vain, and that I was the only happy 
der man. This opinion increaſed my love, and my love led 
Ye: me into numberleſs expences. Every day I ſent ſome 
ng new preſent to Dilnouaze, for that was her name; and 
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count of all 1 defire to know. Sir, anſwered the man, 


you full Aatisfaction, it will be proper JI begin by reſum- 
ing my own natural form, When he had {poke he took, 
only a ring from off his finger, and appeared to the King 
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the preſents I made her were ſo conſiderable, that in three 
or four years I was utterly ruined, My rivals, likewiſe, 


itriving to ſurpaſs each other, laboured by giſts to pre- 


ſerve the affections of Dilnouaze ; ſo that this lady en- 


riched herſelf with the ſpoils of her lovers. 


After I had ſquandered away my ſubſtance, J expected 


to fee myſelf received coldly ; and I feared it the more, 


becauſe I was ſtill very mach enamoured. But Dil- 


noũaze, though very much intereſted, and very coquetiſh, 
ſaid to me one day, Mochel, you think perhaps that I 


Mall baniſh you my fight, now you are no longer in a 


condition to fend, me preſents? No, no, my love; as 


you are the moſt enamoured of all my lovers, ſince you 
are the firſt ruined, I will now, in my turn, let you tee 


that Jam of a generous nature; I intend to ſhare with 1 


you all that I receive from your rivals, and to give you 
back with intereſt what your love has laviſhed upon 
me. And indeed, inſtead of ſuffering me to want ne- 
ceſſaries, ſhe gave me plenty of gold and filver I 
appeared richer than I had ever been. Beſides this, 
ſhe had an entire confidence in me: ſhe did nothing with- 
out my advice; and we lived ſeveral years together in 
this manner, | 1 „ 

Dilnouaze inſenſibly grew into years; her lovers fell 


off daily, and time at laſt deprived her of them all. W hat 
an affliction was this to a woman, who delighted in the 
company of men! She was inconſolable to ſee herſelf 
forſaken. Ah, Mochel, ſaid ſhe to me, I confels to thee, 


that age is inſupportable to me. After having been ac- 
cuitomed from my childhood to the flatteries of young 
men, I cannot now bear to be neglected by them. I muit 
either put an end to my life, to free myſelf from theſe 

riefs that rob me of my-reſt; or I muſt determine to go 


to the deſart of Pharun, to find out the ſage Bedra ; ſhe is 


the moit knowing magician in Aſia ; all nature is liable 
to her enchantments: at her will rivers run back to their 
ſources ; the ſun fades in his brightneſs, or withdraws 
himſelf, if ſhe but ſpeak; and the moon ſtops in the 
middle of her courſe. I am impatient to make her a 


viſit; I know in what part of the deſart ſhe keeps her 
abode. She, perhaps, may give me a ſecret to make the 


men love me in ſpite of my age. You will do very well, 
| anſwered 
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anſwered I; and I, if you pleaſe, will bear you com- 
pany, She hegged I would ; ſo we took {ome proviſions, 
and ſome preients for Bedra, and began our journey to 
the deſart. 


When we were come to the deſart, and had journeyed 


in it two days, Dilnoüaze ſhewed me a mountain afar 
off, and told me that the woman-magician lived there. 
We proceeded on to the foot of the mountain, when we 

erceived a deep and ſpacious cavern, from whence 
iſſued out a thouſand birds of ill omen, or rather flying 


monſters of different figures, that, ſoaring up to the 
clouds, filled all the air with diſmal cries. We came 
before the entrance, and ſaw, by the light of an iron lamp, 
which ſcattered its rays through the darkneſs of the cave, 


a little old woman fitting upon a great tone; this was 
Bedra, the mggician ; ſhe held a great book open upon 


her knees, in which the read before a furnace of gold, 


wherein there was a pot of filver full of black earth, that 
boiled without fire, 55 | | 
We were ſatisfied, that we had found what we fought 
after. We ſ entered, and approaching the old woman, we 
made her a very profound reverence ; then we gave her 
the preſents which we had brought, and Dilnoüaze 
addreſſed her in theſe words: — Hail, Bedra, to whom 
ſo great a power is given! I come to implore your affiſt- 
ance. It will be needlets for me to tell you the errand 


that brings me hither, ſince nothing eſcapes your xnow- 


ledge. 


\ 


TWENTY-FOURTH DAY. 


a HEN Dilnouaze had done ſpeaking, the enchan- 


treſs replied, No, no, it is to no purpole for you 


to tell me what 1 know already. Having ſpoke theſe 


words, ſhe went and fetched two phials of glaſs, which 
ſhe carried out of the cave; the placed them upon the 


ground, and caſt into each of them a ring of gold; at 
the ſame time ſhe opened her book, and read ſome 


magic words, While ſhe was performing the charm, 
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of the other a thick black ſmoak, which roſe, and 


bers who*wiſhed to ſee the Prince Mouaffac, uncle to 


we faw fire break out of one of the phials, and out 


Ipreading 1tfelf. through the air, ended in a frightſul peal 
of thunder. 1 | Ty „ 
But ſoon all was ſilent again, and there iſſued nothing 


more out of the phials. Then Bedra took out the rings, 
and putting one upon the finger of Dilnouaze, Go, wo- 


man, {aid ſhe, abandon thy heart to joy, thy wiſhes are 
accomplthed : the ring which I give you, while you 


keep it upon your finger, has the power to give you the 

ſhape and features of any woman you deſire to reſemble. 
Lou have only to wiſh that you may repreſent what 
virgin or what wiie you pleaſe, and on the inſtant you 
will become ſo like her, that you cannot be diſtinguiſhed 


the one from the other. And you, Mocbel, continues 


the, turning to me, I will make you' a preſent of the 


other ring, which likewiſe has the ſame efficacy to change 
your figure jnto the real appearance of any man you ſhall 
deſire to be like. This ſaid, ſhe put the other ring upon 
my finger. „ | | 2 8 

Me returned our thanks to Bedra for theſe ineſti mable 
gilts, and took our leave. We did not wait till our re- 
turn to Damas to experience the virtue of our rings; we 


proved thera in the defart : we wiſhed to reſemble per- 


tons whom we knew, and in an inſtant we found our- 


elves in every. thing like them. As ſoon as we were 


come back to Damas, Dilnoüaze was not willing her 


ring ſhould remain idle upon her finger; ſhe aſſumed the 
form of the moſt beautiful ladies of the city, to proſtitute 
herſelf to their lovers, and to make gain of them. I like- 
wiſe made uſe of my ring for my diverſion, and ſometimes 


for thefts, by appearing now in the likeneſs of one man, 


and at other times in that of another. . 

When we had led this kind of life a ſufficient time at 
Damas, the fancy took us to travel. We left Egypt, 
and wandered from town to town, till we arrived in the 
land of the Naimans ; there we came to underſtand, that 
a young Princeſs, or rather a child, was on the throne ; 


that, in her name, the Vizier Aly-Bin-Haytam governed 
the ſtate, and that his authority was abſolute; that this 


made a great many mal- contents; that there were num- 


ths 
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the Queen, and the late King's brothar, return into the 


country, but that it was thought he was killed in a battle 
= fought in the Mogoliſtan, becauſe from that time no one 


could tell what was become of him. We gave ear to 
theſe diſcourſes ; and Dilnouaze ſaid to me, here is a fine 
occaſion to gain a crown: you need only counterfeit the 
Prince Mouatfac. j 

I vas eaſily perſuaded to play this part. I informed 


myſelf before hand of every circumſtance of the battle 
which was fought in the Mogoliſtan. I likewiſe found 


out perſons, who gave me the names of the grandees of 
the kingdom that were the firmeſt friends to Mquaffac. 
In a word, when I had learned what I thought proper to 
be known, I did but wiſh myſelf like this Prince, and im- 
mediately I became his very image. I ſhewed myſelf to 
thoſe who, I had been told, were in the intereſt of Mou- 
affac. They expreſſed their joy to ſee me returned; and 
Ino ſooner told them my defign to ſeize upon the throne, 
than they promited to employ for me all the credit they 
had in the country: nor were their promiſes vain. The 
Naimans, who dwell upon the banks of the river Amor, 
gained over by their folicitations, began a revolt in m 
favour. The enemies of the Vizier Aly completed what 
they began: and the whole kingdom ſoon was up in 


arms. The people likewiſe of Albaſin opened the gates 


of their city to me; and aſter proclaiming me King of 


the Naimans, ſwore obedieace to me in all my com- 


mands. For my greater ſecurity, I endeavoured to get 
the young Queen into my power, and to incrifice her to 
my ambition; but the Vizier Aly faved the life of this 
Princeſs, by conveying her out of tlie kingdom with as. 
much ſecrecy as diligence. | | 
In the mean time I remained in quiet pofleſſion of the 
throne, and reigned with an abſolute power. I rewarded: 
all thoſe who had contributed to my advancement ; I 
gave them the firſt employ ments and had I been the true 
Prince Mouaffac, I had not prrbably made a better ule of 


my authority. I lived in full content with Dilnouaze, 
Who, under the ſeatures of a beautiful woman, paſſed for 


my Queen. I pretended ſhe was the daughter of a King, 
in whoſe Court J had taken refuge after the battle in 


winch 1 diſappeared ; and that he bad given her to me 
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in marriage, to comfort me in my misfortunes. She was 
| lodged in a magnificent apartment in the palace, and at- 


tended by a great number of beautiful ſlaves, who in their 
different capacities, made it their conſtant ſtudy to divert 
her. Our days were all days of pleaſure ; when now we 


learned, Sir, from your ambaſſadors, that you had eſ- 


pouſed the Princeſs of the Naimans, and that you were 


reſolved to make war upon me, if I did not give up the 


crown, which I withheld wrongfully from her. I returned 


a haughty anſwer by your ambaſſadors, as if I had ſet 


your menaces at nought, but in reality I was terrified ; 


and I had no ſooner diſmiſſed your ambaſſadors, than I 
conſulted very ſeriouſly with Dilnouaze, what was molt 


adviſeable for us to do. : 
Perſuaded, after a long. deliberation, that we were 


not of equal power to reſiſt you, we determined to give 


you up a throne we could not preſerve ; but we nen- 
tered upon reſolutions to avenge ourſelves of you and 
of the Princeſs of the Naimans, as if you had done us 
the greateſt injuſtice imaginable; and now I ſhall in- 
form you of the methods we took to accompliſh our 
vengeance. e 5 | | 


\ 
\ 


/ 


'IWENTY-FIFTH DAY. 


1 HAD recourſe to my ring, continues Mocbel; I pre- 


tended to be fick for ſome days, and then, to make 


the people believe me dead, I borrowed the form of a 


corpſe. My funerals were. celebrated; and Dilnoiiaze 
came by night and opened the ſepulchre, in which I was 
laid; after which we both of us departed out of Albatin 
in our natural ſhapes. We took our way to the city of 
Thebet, where, upon our arrival, we ſaw the deputies 
enter which the Naimans ſent to the Queen, your wile, 
to acquaint her with the death of the Prince Mouaftac, 


and to afſure her they acknowledged her: for their lawtul . 


Sovereign. 


— 
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the palace; ſhe under the likeneſs of a young ſlave of the 
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Upon this news you diſmiſſed the army you had raiſed 3 


eſolving to entruſt the Vizier Aly with the government 
of the country of the Natmans. . 


In the meantime Dilnoüaze and I got one night into 


N 


Queen's, and I under the appearance of one of her 


eunuchs. After this we conveyed ourſelves into your 
apartment, where we found it no difficult matter to exe- 
cute our deſign; for you were already gone to bed, and 


the Queen ſat reading in her Cloſet. Dilnoiiaze took 


upon her the charms of this Princeſs, and placed herfelf 
in the hed by you. When your lady aroſe to come out: 
of her cloſet to you, I preſented myſelf before her under 


the frightful appearance of a phantom: ſhe cried out, and 


* 


I diſappeared. What follows, Sir, you know ; and now 
it only remains that I ſhould inform you why I this day 


borrowed the perſon of your Majeſty. This morning as 


| ſoon as you were gone abroad, I came into the cattle, 
and under the likeneſs of one of your eunuchs, went di- 


realy into the apartment where you had left Dilnovaze 


in bed. Mocbel, ſaid the to me, put off thy clothes, and 


come under the figure of the King to ſupply his place. I 


did as ſhe defired ; and TI was in bed with her, when on a 


ſudden I heard the door of the back-ſtairs open, and ſaw 
you enter the chamber. You put yourſelf in a poſture 
to ſtrike at me, and I eluded the edge of your ſcymeter. 


But Heaven, not willing my crimes thould longer go un- 


puniſhed, has delivered me ful - to your reſentments. Ves, 
Sir, I agree that I merit death. And if your. Majeſty, 
now you have heard the foul actions which make up the 
hiſtory of my life, repents of the pardon you have given 
me, i will give you my conſent to retract your word, 
and to puniſh a wretch, who acknowledges himſelf un- 
worthy to live. It is true, anſwers the King of Thebet, 
that J ought to do by thee as J have already done by the 
miſchievous accomplice of thy crimes. 1 ſhould purge 
the earth of a monſter like thee ; but tince 1 have 


given my promiſe to let thee live, I will not break it, 


I will only take from thee thy ring, the fatal inſtru- 
ment of thy wickneſs; thou .ſhalt no more be able to 
injure mankind ; and thy decrepid age ſhall be thy pu- 
mihment, | 
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Is it poffible that my Craven ſhould be ſtill alive, after 


tinues he, addrefling himſelf to the King of China; 
vou who ſeem to be "informed of the wonderful- things 


ſent with the Princeſs in a Pen whither I promiſed to 
conduct you. 
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As the King ſpoke theſe words, he perceived Ruz- 


vanſchad making full ſpeed up to him; and judging, by 


; his apparel, that he was a perſon of diſtinction, he 
conſidered him attentively. Ruzvanſchad now join- 
ing him, came off from his horſe, and ſaluting him, 


ſaid, Prince, I bring you 'agreeable news; the Queen, 
your wife, Princeis of the Naimans, lives. Notwith- 


ſtanding her diſhonourable baniſhment from the cit 
of Thebet, and all that ſhe has ſuffered from that time, 
J tell you ſhe is not dead; and that you have it in 


your power to ſee her again before night. O heavens! 
cries the King of Thebet, may I believe what I hear? 


the hardſhips ſhe has undergone |! But you, Sir, con- 


that have come to paſs in my Court, tell me, 1 be- 
ſeech you, who you are, and let me aber how far I 
am obliged to you. I am a ſtranger, replied Ruz- 
vanſchad; and at a fitter time I ſhall tell you my 
name, It is by accident 1 found the Queen; ſhe 
has related to me all her ſad adventures; and I am 
not ignorant of what happened to you this morn- 
ing: the Vizier Aly was my informer; he is at pre- 


Theſe ticings extremely 8 the King of The- 


bet: full of impatience to reviſit his true wite, he went || 


directly away with Ruzvanſchad, and left the wretched 
Mochel 215 the place, after he had taken from him. 
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TꝗWENTV-SXTH DAY. 


s ſoon as the two Princes came to the place where 
the Vizier Aly-Bin-Haytam was with the Queen, 


the King of Thebet quitted his horſe in haſte, and open- 
ing his arms to receive the Princeſs, who ran for- 
ward to embrace him, Madam, ſaid he, what muſt gn | 
think hereafter of a huſband who has treated you ſo ill? 
gut, 


| cruelty, you ſhould not hate me, ſince in perſecuting you, 


alas! to what exceſs ſoever I have carried my 


thought to have avenged you YE Your enemy. Sir, re- 
plies the Queen, let us forget what is paſt: your error is 
a ſufficient excuſe for my ſufferings; and the enchant- 
ment was ſo ſtrong, that your miſtake is pardonable. 


No, gu, , replies the King , my miſtake was inexcuſ- 


able, and I cannot pardon it to myſelf. Whatſoever re- 


ſemblance there might be between you and that accurſed 


woman, who had borrowed your likenels, I onght to 
have diſtinguiſhed you by the ſentiments of your heart, 


and by your wit, in both of which your phantom came 


ſhort of you. 

When they had now wände t berittene in the joy of 
ſeeing each other again, the Queen demanded of the 
Prince, her huſband, how he came to be undeceived in 
the lady which he took for his wife. IJ went, ſays the 
King, by the back-ſtairs into the Queen's apartment ; I 
had no ſooner opened the door, but ſeeing a man in bed 
with my wife, I grew enraged ; I drew my y ſeymeter, and 
came up to the bed to ſacr ige the lovers, but the man 


made a ſhift to elude my blow, and to gain the back-ftairs. 


Before I ſet myſelf to purſue him, I was reſolved to rid 
myſelf of a faithleſs wife. She was now got up, and 
ſtretched out her hands to me for pardon, I was too full 
of rage to hear her: I ſtruck at her, and cut off one 
band with a ring upon it. She no ſooner loſt her hand, 


but all her beauty vaniſhed, and I ſaw no other before me 
but a frightful bag. 


Prince, 
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| Prince, ſaid ſhe to me, by cutting off my band you 
have deſtroyed the charm which deluded your eyes: it 
is by the virtue of an enchanted ring that 1 appeared in 
the beauty of the Queen; and the man who has now 
made his eſcape, has taken your reſemblance upon 
him likewiſe, by the power of fuch another ring. De- 
prive me not of life ; I am ſufficiently puniſhed in ſeeing 
you diſabuſed. O thou foul ſorcereſs, then, faid I, thy 
hopes are vain; never think to prevail upon my good- 
nels to ſuffer thee to live, no, no, thy offence is beyond 


pardon. If thou hadſt injured only me, 1 might out of 


compaiion have forgiven thee ; but thou haſt utterly 


broke that ſweet union in which I lived with the Queen; 
thou haſt been the occaſion that I have treated that 
- Princeſs fo unworthily, that I have driven her out from 
my palace, and that Jam never to lee her more; for it 
is impoſſible but, cruſhed beneath her griefs and her mi- 
ſery, ſhe muſt by this time have ended a wretched life. 
After theſe words, added the King, I raifed my ſcyme- 
ter, and ſtruck off the head of the baſe hag. Then with- 
out delay, I purſued the footſteps of the curſed* wretch 
who had borrowed my ſhape and Jineaments ; and it 
Was the will of Heaven that bo ſhould not cſeape my Juſt 
reſentment. 

When the King of T hebet had ſatisfied the curioſity 
of the Queen thes far, he went on to tell her what had 
paſſed between Mocbel and him: he related at length all 
the meaſures by which this wretch and Bilnoüaze pro- 
ceeded to uſurp the throne of the Naimans, and how af- 
terwards they were obliged to quit it. The Princeis 
and the Vizier Aly heard him with an attention equal 
to their ſurpriſe. When the! King had ended his 
ſtory, he turned himſelf towards Ruzvanſchad, and ſaid 
to him, Noble ſtranger, who have ſo generouſly contri- 
buted to the happineſs we now enjoy, what marks of 
acknowledgment does your heart with I ſhould beſtow 
upon you? Speak; demand what you will, and be al- 
ſured 1 thall grant it. Ruzvanſchad was preparing to 
make anſwer to this compliment, when the young Qucen 
of 'Thebet prevented him by ſaying to her hutband, I 
perceive you do not know, Sir, that the ſtanger to whom 
you addreſs this diſcourſe, is the King of China, As ſoon 

as 
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as the King of Thebet was thus far inſtructed by the 
Queen, he defired Ruzvanſchad to pardon him if he had 
been wanting in the reſpect which was due to him. The 
King of China interrupted him; and theſe two Princes 
embraced ſeyeral times. This done, they all went toge- 
ther to the palace of the King of Thebet. Ruzvanſchad 
continued there ſome days, and was entertained in a 
Pprincely manner: then, taking leave of his royal hoſts, 
he returned into his own dominions. e 


THE CONTINUATION OE THE HISTORY OT 

wh, RNZ VAN SHAD, | 
AND OF THE PRINCESS ChEHERIST ANY. 

HE King of China, being now returned in ſafety to 
his palace again, did not omit to tell his Vizier the 
wonderful adventures of the Queen, and of the King of 
Thebet ; Muezin was aſtoniſhed at it, and took occaſion 
from thence to repreſent to his maſter once more, that 
Cheheriſtany was probably an enchantreſs, or rather ſuch 
another woman as Dilnovaze ; and Ruzvanſchad now 
began to make no douht of it. | 

One morning, when all the courtiers were aſſembled 
about the palace, and when, according to cuſtom, they 
expected the appearance of their Frince, they were 
told, that no one knew what was become of him; 
that the night before, when he had commanded all his 
officers to retire, he fell aſleep upon a ſofa, and that from 
that hour he was no more to be found, neither in his own 
apartment, nor in any part of the palace. Freſh enqui- 
ries were made after him, but all in vain. Several days 
being .now paſt without a probability of coming at any 
notice of him, or ſo much as being able to guets where 
he might be: all his courtiers began to affſict themſelves, 
as if they had been rivals in grief; they dyed their faces 
yellow; they gave themſelves up to weeping, and ſtrewed 
roles before the throne. | ——.— 

Muezin, amongſt the reſt, was not to be comforted : 

he loved his maſter, paſſionately ; and in the height of 
his grief, Ab, my Prince, cried he, in what part of the 
| world 


* 
. 
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world are vou! ? What ſhall I think of your abſence > Is 


it poſſible you ſhould have undertaken another journey? 


Is it ſome enchantment that takes you from your people? 
Or do you abandon us of your own accord ? No; you 
are too well perſuaded of our zeal and our fidelity, ever 
to be willing to afflict us ſo deeply. There is no doubt 


but we are deprived of you by the e arts of ſome 
enchantreſs. 


While the Vizier and the reſt of the courtiers gave 


| themſelves up to grief, the happy Ruzvanſchad was 
cCompleting his joys in the iſland of Cheheriſtan, whither 


he had been tranſported by the order of Cheheriſtany. 
The Princets, after ſhe was proclaimed Queen, applied 
herſelf to affairs of ſtate, and was wholly taken up for 
ſome days with the cares of grandeur; but in a little 
time, perceiving that ſhe ſtill loved the King of China, 
and that ſhe had reaſon to be ſatisfed with bis fidelity, 
ſhe at laſt reſolved to perform the promile ſhe had made 
him. To this end ſhe cauſed him to be carried of by a 
gent, who brought him into her own apartment. Ah, 
vine Princeſs, ſays Ruzvanichad, as toon as he ſaw the 
Queen of Cheheriſtan, is it granted me then to ſee you 
once more? Alas, I durit not flatter myſelf with fo plea- 
ſing a ebe! and I feared that yon thought of me no 
more. No, Prince, replies Cheheriſtany - abſence does 
not produce the ſame effect upon genus as upon men; it 


never ſhakes our . It has not in the leaſt im- 
Ling of China; although I am 


paired mine, aufwers the King 
but a man, I am in point of conſtancy equal to any genii. 


. my Queen, purſues he with a ſigh, Hg an age did 


the time of our ſeparation appear to me! and with what 


_ impatience did my eyes long to behold you! Sir, ſays 


the Princeſs, I am ſatisfied with you; and fince your 


love has borne the trial, I will this very day accompliſh 


the promiſe J gave you; we © Wal unite ourſelves for ever. 
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TWENTV-SEVENTII DAY. 


T HE King of China made his acknowledgments to 
4 Cheheriſtany, and ſwore eternal love to her. Aſter 
this, all the chief nobles of the realm and the people were 
aſſembled before the palace by the Queen's order, who 
ſpoke to this purpoſe to them :— Ye great and ye inferior 


geniis, who hear me ſpeak, as you are engaged by an 


oath to obey me, from the time that you inveſted me with 
the ſovereign power after the death of Menoutcher, my 


father; I do hereby declare, that 1 will ſoon eſpouſe the 
Prince Ruzvanſchad ; and I do, for that reaſon, order you 


to reſpect him as your maſter, When ſhe bad thus 
ſpoke, ſhe called him forward, and ſhewed him to the 


people. All the geniis applauded the choice of the Queen; 


and although the King of China was but a man, they 
made no ſcruple, ſo great was their love to their Princeſs, 
to crown him King of Cheheriſtan, | 

'The ceremony of the coronation being over, prepara- 


tions were now making for the marriage; but before it 
was performed, Cheheriftany ſaid to Ruzvanſchad, Sir, 


I muſt have you promiſe me one thing. 1 do not require 
this promiſe of you but for our common welfare ; but it 
is abſolutely neceſſary that you ſhould make me ſuch a 


e er and that you ſhould punctually keep it; for if 


Y inadvertency you fail in it, we ſhall both of us be 
wretched. Well, Madam, I pray you, interrupts the 
King of China, kezp me no longer in ſuſpenſe; let me 
know what it is I am to promiſe; you need only ſpeak, 
I am ready to perform what you require. What I ex- 
pect from you, replies the Queen, will be a ſevere trial, 
and I fear too great for you. As I am a genii and you 


the ſon of Adam, we have different inclinations : we act 


in a different manner from men; we have our laws and 
our cuſtoms peculiar to ourſelves. In a word, it is im- 
poſſible that we ſhould live long together, except you 
blindly comply with me in all things. | 

Alas, Madam, ſays Ruzvanſchad, and is this that ſe- 


vere trial which you ſuſpect me to be incapable of ? 


Have 
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me, and that I ſhall never have any will but yours, Well 
then, replies the Princeſs, you give me your promiſe, if I 
happen to do any thing in your fight, which diſpleaſes 
you, that you wull be very careful not to blame, nor to 


reprove me for it. Yes, my Queen, ſaid he, ſo far will I. 


be from blaming your actions, that I ſwear to approve 
them all. I will, throughout my life maintain a com- 
 plaifance for you equal to my love; and you will diſob- 
lige me for ever, if you doubt of me. It is enough, replies 


Cheheriſtany; I will truſt to the faith of your oath; and 


whatſoever 1 may do before you, 1 hope you will keep 
your thoughts to yourſelf; as to any thing more, fear not 
that I will demand an unreaſonable compliance from you. 
The geniis never do any thing that is improper. If, there- 
fore, at any time you ſee me do things that to you ſeem 
unreaſonable, ſay within yourſelf, ſhe has her reaſons for 
acting thus. The King of China having renewed his 
promiſe, that he never would object to any thing which 
the Princeſs might do, nothing was now thought of but 
their marriage. 3 5 
The Queen cauſed Ruzvanſchad to aſcend a throne of 
gold, and then ſeated herſelf by him. All the nobles 
ranged themſelves before them, and all the women of 
the Princeſs ranked themſelves an either fide of the 
throne. 'The nobles paid their duty and homage to 
the King,” and performed ſome. ceremonies peculiar to 
| beings of their kind. In the next place, the people 
celebrated the nuptials by feſtivals and rejoicings tor 
three days. The King of China, infinitely pleafed with 
his good fortune, made it his whole *.udy to pleaſe the 
Princeſs; and conſecrating all his hours to paſtimes 
and pleaſures, he for a while loſt even the remembrance 
of China. = | 
When they now had been a year married, e 
was brought to bed of a Prince as bright as the ſun, All 
the geniis made freſh rejoicings ; and the King, tran- 
ſported to have a ſon by ſo charming a Princeſs, returned 
his thanks to Heaven perpetually for the bleſſing. He was 
out upon hunting when the news was brought to him. 
He returned back to the palace in all ſpeed to $7 
IS „ child, 


\ 
i 
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Have a hetter opinion-of us men, or rather of yourſelf; 
believe that you will always have an abſolute rule over 
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child, which at that time the mother held in her arms 
near a great fire. Ru vanſchad took the little Prince, and 
after having kiſſed him very gently, for fear of hurting 
him, he returned him to the Queen, and ſhe immediately 
caſt him into the fire; when on the inſtant, Oh miracu- 
lous ſurpriſe ! the fire and the new-born infant diſap- 
peared, - „ DE | 


TWENTY-EIGHTH DAY. 


THIS wonderful <coident troubled the King not 4 


1 little; but how great ſoever his grief might me for 


the loſs. of his fon, he bore in mind the premiſe he 
had given to the Queen. He indulged his ſorrows in 
Glence, and retired into his cloſet, where he wept, ſaying, 
Am I not very wretched ? Heaven grants mea ſon ; ] ſee 
him thrown into the flames by his own mother ; and I 
am forbid to blame a deed fo cruel, Oh mother devoid 
of nature! O cruel— but no more, adds he, correcti 
himſelf: I may offend the Queen, if I fignify my 
orief to her. Let me reſtrain my ſorrows; and, in- 
ſtead of ſetting my heart againſt a deed ſo ſeem- 
ingly full of horror, let me ſay, and let me prevail 
upon myſelf to think, that the Princeſs does not act with- 
out reaſon, | | . 
The King therefore ſaid not a word to Cheheriſtany, 
notwithſtanding the ſtrong tendency of his heart to 
reproach her with the death of his ſon. In a year more 
ſhe brought a Princeſs into the world, whoſe beauty ſur- 
afſed even that of the little Prince. She was named 
alkis. All the geniis of the iſle did likewiſe celebrate 
her with feſtivals during three days. The King was 
raviſhed with the beauty of his daughter: he was never 
tired with looking upon her. She made him forget the 
Prince of Cheheriſtan; but the joy of this unhappy 
father was of no long duration. Not many days after 
the Queen was brought to-bed, there was ſeen come into 


the palace a great white bitch, with her mouth wide Jay 


Here, 


Cheheriſtany perceiving it, called her, aud aid, : 
* take 
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take this little girl and the cradle. Immediately the 
bitch ran up to the cradle, took it in her mouth, and 
went away with it. 5 3 
It would be difficult to expreſs how greatly the King 
Was troubled at what had happened. Notwithſtanding 
the complaiſance he bad ſworn to maintain towards the 
Eueen, he was now near breaking out into a thouſand 
harſh and diſobliging terins: he had no other way to 
avoid it, but by retiring, He ſhut himſelf up in his 
cloſet, where, calling to mind the ſad fate of his ſon, and 
ſtruck with the cruelty he had newly ſeen—Ah, inhuman 
Cheheriſtany! ſaid he, is it thus you treat your own 
children? If the geniis delight in doing actions ſo 
contrary to nature, let them ceale to boaſt of the advan- 
tages of their kind, I abhor their cuſtoms and their 
laws: thoſe of men are far more reaſonable. But, ſaid 
the Queen to me, the geniis never do any thing that is 
improper; and if at any time I do what may ſhock you, 
ſay within yourſelf, ſhe does not act thus without rea- 
ſon. Is not what ſhe has done unreaſonable then? 
Ah, now 1 comprehend the myſtery, and fee the cauſe 
of my misfortune! The laws of the geniis, without 
doubt, determine, that when they marry with men, the 
children by ſuch a marriage ſhould be put to death: 
this, to be ſure, is the motive of her extraordinary pro- 
cedure. O crue] Princeſs! think you then that I can be 
devoted thus to your will? No, notwithſtanding all the 
| tenderneſs I have for you, it is not poſſible that 1 ſhould 
Hear with your barbarous cuſtoms. Er 
Although Ruzvanſchad was ſorely afflicted with the 
Toſs of his children, he over-ruled his grief ſo far as not 
to reproach the Queen. But the ifland of Cheheriſtan 
now became an uncomfortable place to him, and he 
reſolved to return to China. Madam, ſays he, one day 
to Cheheriſtany, J have a defire to reviſit the realms of 
China: permit me to go back to my people, who have 
now a long time offered up vows for my return. It 1s 
well, replies Cheheriſtany ; I conſent that you ſatisfy the 
deſires of your people; and moreover, your. preſence 1s 
neceſſary in your dominions. I know that the Moguls 
are now levying a powerful army againſt you; — begone 
to defend your Empire. Though the bravery of your 
| 5 5 | | | ſubjects 
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ſubjects be great, they will fight better when led on by 
you: I will not fail to make you a viit myſelf. This 


ſaid, ſhe called a genli, ſaying to bim, Bear the King 


inſtantly back to China. The gent obeyed imme- 


diately, and Ruz vanſchad had ſoon found himſelf 3 in his 


own palace again. 
When Muezin ſaw him, he rejoiced exceedingly: he 
proſtrated himſelf before him with his face to the earth, 
and ſaid to him, Ah, my Lord! Heaven at laſt has heard 
my vows, and you are reſtored to your people. During 


your abſence, I have governed your dominions ; your 


lubjects, delpwring of your return, conferred the empire 


upon me; but J now once more behold ray Lord and 


my maſter. Remount your throne, Sir, which your 


fave has filled too long. The King Wlated to his Vizier 


all that happened to him, and this Miniſter was highly 
aſtoniſhed. | 


In the meantime, the Moguls marched 8 China 
with great powers; and now they entered within the 
kingdom, and promiſed to themſelves no leſs than an 
entire conqueſt. When news was brought to Ruzvanf- 


chad of their march, he aſſembled what troops he could, 
and went to meet the enemy: he found them poſted on 
a vaſt plain, where they wanted for nothing. He en- 
camped at a convenient diſtance from them; and ſoon 
there was ſeen arrive a great abundance of proviſions 
of all torts, —particularly quantities of biſkets, fruits, 


and conterves, with an infinite number of ſkins filled 


with wine and other liquors: theſe proviſions were 
loaded upon mules and camels, and a Vizier, belonging 
to Ruzvanſchad, conducted them to the camp. This 


Miniſter's name was Wely. As he came upon the plain 


with the proviſions, the Princeſs C heheriſtany appeared 
before him, accompanied by ſeveral geniis, who un- 


loaded the camels, bruiſed all the biſcuits, overturned 


the fruits and the conſerves, and pierccd the ſkins; in a 
word, they made havock of every thing, and let out all 
the liquors, ſo that they left nothing! in a condition to be 


eat or drank, 
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take this little girl and the cradle. Immediately the 
bitch ran up to the cradle, took it in her mouth, and 
went away with it. 

It would he difficult to capa how greatly the King 
was troubled at what had happened, Notwithſtanding 
the complaiſance he had fworn to maintain towards the 
_ Gueen, be was now near breaking out into a thouſand 
Harſh and diſobliging terms: he had no other way to 
avoid it, but by retiring, He ſhut himſelf up in his 
_ cloſet, hve calling to mind the ſad fate of his ſon, and 
ſtruck with the cruelty he had newly ſeen—Ah, inhuman 
Cheheriſtany! ſaid he, is it thus you treat your own 
children? If the geniis delight in doing actions ſo 
contrary to nature, let them ceaſe to boaſt of the advan- 
tages of their kind, I abhor their cuſtoms and their 
laws: thoſe of men are far more reaſonable. But, ſaid 
the Queen to me, the geniis never do any thing that is 
improper; and if at any time I do what may ſhock you, 
fay within yourſelf, ſhe does not act thus without rea- 
ſon. Is not what ſhe has done unreaſonable then? 
Ah, now 1 comprehend the myſtery, and fee the cauſe | 
of my misfortune! The laws of the geniis, without 
doubt, determine, that when they marry with men, the 
children by ſuch a marriage ſhould be put to death: 
this, to be ſure, is the motive of her extraordinary pro- 
cedure. O cruel Princeſs! think you then that I can be 
devoted thus to your will? No, notwithſtanding all the 
tenderneſs J have for you, it is not poſſible chat! ſhould 
bear with your barbarous cuſtoms. 

Although Ruzvanſchad was ſorely afflicted with the | 
loſs of his children, he over-ruled his grief ſo far as not 


do reproach the Queen. But the ifland of Cheheriſtan 


now became an uncomfortable place to him, and he 
reſolved to return to China. Madam, ſays he, one day 
to Cheheriſtany, I have a deſire to reviſit the realms of 
China: permit me to go back to my people, who have 
now a long time offered up vows for my return. It 1s 
well, replies Cheheriſtany ; I conſent that you ſatisfy the 
defires of your people; and moreover, your preſence 1s _ 
neceſſary in your dominions. I know that the Moguls 
are now levying a powerful army againſt you; — begone 
to defend IF Empire. Though the bravery of your 
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ſubjefts be great, they will fight better when led on by 
you : I will not fall to make you a vißt myſelf. This 
ſaid, the called a genii, ſaying to him, Bear the King 

inſtantly back to China. The genii obeyed imme 
diately, and Ruzvanſchad had ſoon found himſelf in his 


oven palace again. 
When Muezin ſaw hin, he rejoiced exceedingly : Ko 


Proſtrated himſelf before him with his face to the earth, 
and ſaid to him, Ah, my Lord! Heaven at laſt has heard 


my vows, and you are reſtored to your people. During 
your abſence, I have governed your dominions; your 
tubjects, deſparing of your return, conferred the empire 
upon me; but 1 now once more behold ray Lord and 


my maſter. Remount your throne, Sir, which your 


ſlave has filled too long. The King related to his Vizier 


all that happened to him, and this Miniſter was highly 


aſtoniſhed, 

In the meantime, the Moguls marched towards China 
with great powers; and now they entered within the 
kingdom, and promiſed to themſelves no leſs than an 
entire congueſt, When news was brought to Ruzvant- 
chad of their march, he aſſembled what troops he could, 
and went to meet the enemy : he found them poſted on 

a vaſt plain, where they wanted for nothing. He en- 
8 at a convenient diſtance from them; and ſoon 
there was ſeen arrive a great abundance of proviſions 
of all forts, —particularly quantities of biſkets, fruits, 
and Cconterves, with an infinite number of ſkins filled 
with wine and other liquors: theſe proviſions were 
loaded upon mules and camels, and a Vizier, belonging 
to Ruzvanſchad, conducted them to the camp. This 
Miniſter's name was Wely. As he came upon the plain 
with the proviſions, the Princeſs Cheheriſtany appeared 
before him, accompanied by ſeveral geniis, who un- 


loaded the camels, bruiſed all the biſcuits, overturned 


the fruits and the conſerves, and pierccd the ſkins; in a 
word, they made havock of every thing, and let out all 
the liquors, ſo that they left nothing in a condition to be 


cat or drank. 
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TWENTY-NINTH DAY. 
WI was very much aſtoniſhed to ſee e's pro- 


| viſions thus waſted; when the Princeſs ſaid to 
him, Go tell the King that it is the Queen, his wife, 


who has committed all this diforder. Upon this he 
ſpeeded away with his meſſage to the pavilion of Ruz- | 

vanſchad. Sir, ſays he to him, your army is left with- 
cout proviſions. Then he told him all that had been 
done. The King was highly offended; even the death 
of his children, he thought, was mere excuſeable than 


this action. While he was yet warm with indignation, 


he ſaw the Princeſs appear - Madam, 'ſays he to her, 


1 can no longer keep filence; you have tempted my 
patience too far. You have thrown my ſon into the 


fire, you have given my daughter to a dog, and, how 


great ſoever my diſpleaſure may have been, I have with- 


held it from you. I have ſmothered my griefs; but ſince 
what you have now done is a manifeſt attempt upon my 
life and my glory, I can hold no longer, and I mult 
reproach you. O molt ungrateful! is it thus you repay 
my tenderneſs? What is it you purpoſe? See here my 


army, deprived of proviſions, what will become of it? 


| ſay—and what will become of me? No dou you 
intend that, without fighting, I ſhould fall into the power 
of my enemies. Is this to be ſupported ? 

Sir, replies the Queen, it had been much better you 
had now again ſtifled your thoughts than to ſuffer them 
to break out ſo unſeaſonably; but ſince you have ſpoke, 
and that the evil is paſt remedy, bear it as you can; it 
were in vain to ſeek out means to prevent the hard fate 
which 1 dread, ſince it is already fixed. Ah, weak and 
imprudent Prince Why have you not been able to 
reſtrain your tongue? Little do you think what that 
fire was to which I delivered your ſon : it was a wiſe 
and knowing ſalamander, to whom I entruſted the edu- 

N cation 
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cation of the young Prince; and the bitch you faw is a 
fairy, who was willing to take upon her the care of your 


daughter, to inſtruct her in every kind of knowledge 
ſuitable to a Genii Princeſs. The ſalamander and the 
fairy anſwer my expectations, and they breed up the 
Prince and his {ifter in an extraordinary manner : you 


5 e we? {hall be a witneſs of it this inſtant. Here, my 


guards! continues the, ſpeaking to the geniis that at- 


- tended her, ſee that m ſon and daughter be this moment 
brought hither. Scarce had ſhe ſpoke theſe words, when 


the Prince of Cheheriſtan and his {ifter Balkis came into 
the tent of Ruzvanſchad; but none of the men that 
were then preſent ſaw them, excepting the King. 

_ Notwithſtanding the Kustian of mind the King of 


China was in to find his proviſions waſted, he was tran⸗ 


ſported with joy when he {aw his children: he embraced 
them both, one after the other, with ſuch emotions of 
tenderneſs as parents only feel. While he was thus 4 


buſied, Cheheriſtany went on with her diſcourſe, Sir, 


ſays ſhe, I muit now inform you why ] overturned | your 
proviſions. The King of the Moguls means to pit out 
your lamp of lite, and to reduce under his dominion the 


empire of China. To compals his deſigns more effectu- 
ally, he has, with a conſiderable ſum, corrupted the 


fidelity of Wely :. this perfidious Miniſter has under- 

taken, for the reward of an hundred thouſand ſequins of 
gold, to deſtroy you and your whole army by poiſon. 
You having intruſted to him the care of ſupplying the 
army with proviſions, he bas cauſed the biſcuits and the 
wine to be tainted with a poiſon that inſtantly works its 


effect. By this contrivance your Generals and vour 


Captains would all have periſhed, had not I waſted the 
proviſions. You, perhaps, will not be apt to believe 
what I ſay; but you may ealſiy convince yourſelf. 


"Order the Vizier to be called ; let him eat a morſel of 
the biſcuits in your preſence, and you will ſee the con- 


ſequence of it. 
The King was troubled at theſe words: he andere 


Wely to be called; and when this Miniſter came, Go. 


ſome one, ſaid the Prince, and find me out ſome pieces 


of the ſcattered proviſions. There was brought to him 


2a box of ſweetmeats, which was yet entire, and cloſed 
'with the ſignet of the Vizier. The King — | 
the 
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the box to be broke open, and bid the traitor eat of thi 


ſweetmeats. Sir, ſays Wely, at preſent I have no appe- 


tite; but when J have, I will eat of them. If you do 
not eat of them this inſtant, replies the Prince, 1 ſhall 


ſtrike off your head. Then the Vizier, ſeeing that his 


death was inevitable, choſe rather to obey. He took of 
the ſweetmeats; and no ſooner had he taſted of them, 


but he fell down dead in the prefence of all that v were 


in the tent. 
Sir, ſays the Queen to Ruzyanſchad, you can no 


Jongee queſtion the treachery of your Vizier, and doubt- 
leis you reſt now perſuaded that the geniis do nothing 


© 
without reaſon, Yes, Madam, replies the King, I own 


myſelf to blame in not religiouily obſerving the injunc- 
tion you laid upon me. But my fears are not yet over; 
my army remains without proviſions, and they will 


periſh by famine who have eſcaped the poiſon. No, no, : 
ſays the Princeſs, your army ſhall not want; they will 
be abundantly ſupplied to-morrow ; for this: very night | 


you thall attack your enemies you ſhall cut them in 


pieces; you ſhall become maſter of their proviſions, and 


ſhall return into your capital a conqueror in triumph. 


As the Queen 1aid, ſo it came to paſs. In the dead 


of night this Princeſs, with her whole guard of genus, 


ut herſelf at the head of the Chineſe, and poured in 


upon the Moguls with the whole army. After a ſhort 
refiltance, they were totally defeated. 


difficulty the King of the Moguls, who commanded in 
perſon, was able to eſcape. In the morning, when day 


appeared, the whole plain was ſeen ſtrewed with dead 


bodies; and Ruzvanſchad was the better pleaſed with 
this victory, in that he Joſt but few of his men. His 
army obtained a rich booty; all the equipages of the 


Moguls, as well as their proviſions, which were in great 


abundance, became a prey to the victors. 
Then Cheheriſtany {aid to the King her huſband, "IN 
where your enemies all lie in the Joſt: The war is 


ended; you may return the way you came, and live in 
your palace undiſturbed. As for me, I am obliged to 


leave you: there is a neceſſity we ſhould be ſeparated for 
ever; you never more will ſee me, © and I ſhall be deprived 


| of 


\ 


The genus and 
the Chineſe made to great a laughter, that Fg was with 
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of the ſight of you. It 1s your own fault, my deareſt 


Prince; why would you not keep the promiſe you had - 
given me? Ah, juſt Heaven! cries the Prince, what is 
tt 1 hear? In the name of Heaven, Madam, think no 
more of your fatal purpoſe : I repent that ever I failed 


in my word to you. Vouchſafe to pardon me; I pro- 
teſt to you ſolemnly, that henceforward you tiever ſhall 


have cauſe to blame me. Do what you will, and be 
aflured that I will be very careful to diſapprove of 


nothing. Your. proteitations are ſuperfluous, ſays the 


„ Princefs; our laws compel me to eſtrange myſelf from : 


you : the laws of the genii are not * be infringed, 
Ceaſe your endeavours to Ray-me; *—alas! were it in m 
power to pardon you, I ſhould not be inexorable; 


Adieu, Prince; farewel for ever, adds ſhe, weeping as 


ſhe ſpoke ; s you loſe at once your children and your wiſe. 


In vain you will wiſh to behold them more: never more 
will they delight your eyes. At theſe words ſhe vaniſhed 
from his ſight, with the Prince Cheheriſtan and the 


Princeſs Balkis. 


THIRTIETH DAY. 


How great muſt the grief of the King of China 
| prove, deprived of objects ſo dear to him! it is 
not in the power of words to expreſs it: Had he loſt 
the battle, and fallen into the hands of the Moguls, he 


would not have been ſo greatly afflicted. He disfigured 


his face, threw earth upon his head, and expreſſed all the 
actions of a frantic perſon. He took the road to his 
capital with his army; and as ſoon as he entered his 
palace, he ſaid to Muezin, Vizier, I leave the care of 
my affairs to you; govern my empire, act as you think 
proper; for my part, I am determined to paſs the reſt of 
my days in weeping after my wife and my children, whom 
I, have loſt by my own imprudence. I will ſee nobody 
but you; neither do I give you the liberty to talk to me, 
but upon condition that you will never trouble me with 
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any thing that relates to my kingdom: you Nall ſneak | 
_ nothing to me but of Cheheriſtany and of my chil- 
dren. To indulge my ſorrows ſhall be the only buſineſs 5 


of my life. 


Ruzvanſchad accordingly ſhut himſelf up in his 
apartment, where no one but Muezin had permiſſion to 
enter. This Miniſter viſited him every day; he took 


care to pleaſe the Prince by indulging him- in his grief, 


and hoped that time might wear it away; but, on the 
Contrary, it grew upon him daily. The King fell into 
a deep melancholy, and remained almoſt ten years in a 
languiſhing condition. At laſt, not able to bear up 
longer under his ſorrows, he fell ſick ; and he was now 
near dying, when the Queen, appearing full before him 


in his apartment, addreſſed to him the following ſpeech: — 


Prince, I come to put an end to your trouble, and to 
reſtore you to life, which avg are upon the point of 
Jofing. Our laws required t 

I ſhould continue ten years in a ſtate of ſeparation from 


you; neither was I by them at liberty to return to you 


again, unleſs you had perſevered in your fidelity to me 


during that term of years. For this reaſon it was, when 


I quitted you, that I had no hopes ever to ſee you again. 


The ſons of Adam, thought I, are not capable of ſo 
laſting a conſtancy : I ſhall facu be baniſhed from his 


' remembrance : ; 1 thank Heaven I have been deceived ; 
and I now ſee that men can love with conſtancy. 


Therefore, Prince, am I returned to you, continues ſhe ; 
and to complete your joys, you ſhall likewiſe ſee your 
children again. | 

No ſooner had the ſpoke, than the Prince of Cueheriſ⸗ 
tan and the Princeſs Balkis entered, and preſented them- 
ſelves before Ruz vanſchad, who was raviſhed at the fight 
of them. As he was the fondeſt father, and the moſt 
Joving huſband, his heart was divided by all the tender 
paſſions, which paternal and conjugal affections could 
inſpire. His health was renewed in a little time: and 


theſe four perſons lived happily together a great many 


years. At. laſt, after the death of the King and of the 
Queen, the Prince of Cheheriftan took poſſeſſion of the 
Kingdom of China; and the Princeſs Balkis went to reign 


in 


t, to puniſh your perjury, 


| father. 
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in the iſland of Cheheriſtan, till in time ſhe became the 
wife of the great prophet Salomon. 6 


When the nurſe of Faruknaz came to the end of | this 


| hiſtory, the women of the Princeſs, who delighted in the 
adventures of the genii, and in enchantments, preferred 
it to the ſtory of Aboulcaſem; but all the others were of 
ppinion, and maintained, that the hiſtory of the young 
man of Baſra was more entertaining. For my part, ſays 
Faruknaz, I muſt blame the King of China for not keep- 
ing the promiſe he made to Cheheriſtany, ſince ſhe had 
forewarned him that the genii did nothing without rea- 
ſon; this is a plain proof that men are not ſlaves to their 
word. Madam, replies Sutlumeme, there are men who 
Will not forfeit their word to preſerve their life, as I ſhall. 
make appear by the hiſtory of Couloufe, and of the beau- 
tiful Dilara, if you will have the patience to hear it. 
With all my heart, ſays the Princeſs : I ſee, likewiſe, that 
all my women take a pleaſure in liſtening to you. Then 


the nurſe began thus: _ 


THE HISTORY OF COUI.OUF, AND OF THE BEAUTIFUL 


DILARA. 


12 lived at Damas an elderly merchant, whoſe 
1 name was Abdallah, who was eſteemed the richeſt 
among thoſe of his profeſſion. He repented that he had 
travelled into all parts of the world, and expoſed himſelf 
to a thouſand dangers to heap up riches, fince he had no 


children, However he ſpared no expence to procure a 


child, He ſet his houſe open to the poor, and gave 
charities daily to the Derviſes, deſiring of them to pray 
for a ſon for him. He likewiſe founded hoſpitals and 
convents, and built moſques ; but it was all to no pur- 
poſe ; and Abdallah now deſpaired of ever becoming a 
Heſent one day for an Indian phyſician to his houſe, 
who was in great reputation. He made him fit down to 


his table; and after having entertained him well, he ſaid 


to him, O Doctor, I have defired paſſionately theſe many 
B F 2 | | 


, years 
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years to have a ſon. Sir, anſwers the Indian, it is a fa- 


vour which depends on Heaven : nevertheleſs it is not 
forbidden to men to. endeavour after the means to obtain 
it. Do you order me, ſays Abdallah, what J mult do for 
it, and I promiſe you to follow your Were dns Fo the 
firſt place, ſays the phyſician, you muſt purchaſe a young 
llave that is tall and ſtrait as a cyprus; let her be of 4 
peautiful countenance, her cheeks plump, and her hips 
large. In the next place, ſhe muſt have a ſoft agreeable 
tone of voice, a cheerful look, and a ſprightly converſa- 


Bok Laſtly, it will be requiſite that you ſhould have a 


liking to each other. Befides this, before you have wy 


intercourſe with this ſlave, it will be neceſſary that you 


= yourſelf chaſte for forty days, and that your mind 


be diſengaged from bulineſs ; during that time, likewiſe, 


you muſt eat nothing but the fleſh of a black wether, and 


drink old wine. If you keep punctually to the obſerv- 
ance of all theſe things, there 1 18 Tealon to hope Fe ou may 
Have a ſon. 


FF HIRTY-FIRST DAY. 
BDALLAH accordingly bought a beautiful ſlave : 


he punctually obſerved the orders of the phyſician ; | 


ſhe proved with child, and he had a ſon by her. The 


Child was named Couloufe; and, to celebrate his birth, 
Abdallah aſſembled all his friends to a magnificent ban- 


quet, and beſtowed great charities, as the n of his 
thanks to Heaven for the accompliſhment of his vows. 


Care was taken to educate Couloufe, and new inſtruc- 


tions were given him from day to day as he grew up. 
He had variety of maſters, who found him very apt to 
learn under them. He was inſtructed in the Hebrew, 


Greek, Turkiſh, and Indian languages, and even taught 


to write them all well. It was not thought ſufficient to 


make him read the Alcoran, he was likewiſe admitted to 
read the commentators upon it. He knew even the myſ- 


tical meaning of every thing contained therein. Above 


all, he was well inttructed 1 in the — of predeſtination; 
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and knew. all the doubtful as well as all the certain points. g 
He was not ſuffered to remain ignorant in the hiſtory of 


the Arabian tribes, the hiſtory of Perſia, and the annals 


of the Kings. Moreover, he learned morality, philoſo- 


phy, phyſic, and aftronomy. He was not eighteen 


years of age, when, beſides all theſe things, he knew ſe- 


veral others. He was a gopd poet, and a ſkilful muſi- 


cian. He was likewiſe a great maſter of bodily exerciſes. 
No one ever drew a bow beyond him, nor manag 
ſabre and the lance with greater force and more addreſs. 
In a word, he became a young man of moſt accompliſhed 
merit. 1 „ . 

How great a ſatisfaction muſt a father receive from 


ſuch a ſon ! Abdallah loved him more than his life, and 


ght. In 


could not bear to have him a moment from his ſig 


the mean time death, who ſeems to ſingle out the happieſt 


amongſt men, had now given a ſummons to this old mer- 
chant, Perceiving himſelf now at the extremity, he made 


Couloufe fit down by his bed, and he employed his laſt 


minutes in giving him wholeſome counſels. After his 
death and the ſolemnizing of his funeral, his ſon entered 


upon the poſſeſſion of all his riches; but this young man 


had no ſooner got them into his power, than he began to 


diſſipate what his father had acquired with ſo great in- 
duſtry. He built a palace; he bought beautiful ſlaves; 
and made choice of ſeveral young men to be the compa- 
nions of his riotous life: they diverted themſelves night 


and day together: his table was laviſhly ſpread with 


meats and wines of the moſt exquiſite kind, Mirth and 


muſic, feaſting and dancing, was the whole employment 


of his life. Thus he lived feveral years, as if the fource of 
his pleaſures were inexhauſtible. Nevertheleſs, he waſted + 


his whole patrimony, inſomuch that he was obliged to 
{ell his palace and his ſlaves. In a little time more he 


found himſelf quite reduced to want, which was no ſmall 


triumph to his enemies. | 5 5 5 
Then he began to repent of his prodigality. He went 


to all the young men who had contributed to his ruin. 
My friends, ſays he to them, you. have ſeen me in wot a 
8-7. 


proſperity ; you. ſee me now in miſery. I apply myſe 
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mme at my own table. I make no doubt but you are 
troubled to ſee me reduced fo low, and will, I hope, re- 

lieve me in my diſtreſs. Thus did the unhappy Couloufe 
try the gratitude of his friends, and endeavour to ftir 
them up to his relief; but they were deaf to what he ſaid. 
Some anſwered him, that they were very much concerned 
to ſee him in ſo deplorable a condition, and acquitted _ 
_ themſelves in praying to Heaven to have compaſſion on 
him; others, adding cruelty to their incratitude, turned 
their backs upon him, and refaſed even to condole 
with him. O faithleſs friends, cried he, your ingrati- 
| tude and hardneſs of heart afflicts me deeply; I am juſtly 


* 


puniſhed for my folly in believing that you ever truly 
loved me! N | | ts © 
The ton of Abdallah, more troubled in his mind, in 


| that he had been ſo far miſtaken in the friendſhip of his 


looſe companions, than grieved for the poverty of his 


condition, reſolved to baniſh himſelf from Damas, where 
he had ſo many witneſſes of his indiſcretion. He ſet out 
for the land of the Keraites, and came to Caracorum, 
where at that time Cabal-Can reigned, He took up his 


lodging in a public inn ; and with the little money he had 
left, he bought himſelf a robe and turban of Indian linen. 


He paſſed whole days in walking about the city; he went 
into the market places and the gardens, to obſerve what 
was moſt remarkable; and when night came on, he re- 
tired regularly to his inn. | 


He heard on day that the King of the Keraites was 


making preparations for a war; that the two neighbour- 
ing Kings, who paid him a large tribute yearly, refuſed 


to continue it ; that they had made a league together, and 


that they had already levied forces to reſiſt Cabal-Can, if 


he offered to come into their territories. When Cou- 


loufe was informed of theſe things, he went to the King 


to offer his ſervice to him; and he employed him in his 


army. This young man ſignalized himſelf in this war 


by actions which drew upon him the wonder of the ſol- 


diers, the eſteem of the officers, and the favour of the 


Prince Mirgehan, ſon to the King of the Keraites. Nei- 


ther did his reputation ſtop ; here. After the example of 


theſe two neighbouring Kings, other Princes likewiſg, 


who paid tribute, took up arms; ſo that Cabal-Can was. 
#3117 Ma obliged- 
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obliged to turn the war now upon theſe new enemies, h 
whom he ſoon brought to ſue for peace. The ſon of 1 
Abdallah had, by this means, freſh occaſions to diſtin- 0 
guiſh himſelf by his bravery, which he did in fo extraor- = 
dinary a manner, that Mirgehan was refolved to have 9 
him to himſelff N TT 1 1 
Couloufe ſoon gained the friendſhip of this Prince, who 
daily diſcovering his good qualities, honoured him with 
his confidence. In a little time after Cabal-Can died: 
the Prince, his ſon, ſucceeded him. He was no ſooner 
ſettled upon the throne, but he ſhowered his favours upon ö 
the ſon of Abdallah, who became his firſt favourite. | * 
Couloufe now, ſeeing his condition altered, and that he ij 
flouriſhed more than ever, {aid within himtelf, it muſt be bt 
that the events of human life are determined in Heaven #1 
from the beginning: When ] lived at Damas amidſt my 
pleaſures, could | ever imagine I ſhould fall into miſery? 
and when I came to Caracorum, what hopes could I have 
of becoming what I am? No, no; all the good and all 
the evil of our lives is independent of ourſelves, and not 
to be prevented. Let us live, therefore, after the defire of 
our hearts, and ſubmit ourſelves to that deitiny which we 
cannot avoid. _ ee Sn, | 
Thus reaſoned the ſon of Abdallah; and relying upon 
this principle, he followed his inclinations without re- 
ſtraint. One day, as he went out of the palace, he met 
an old woman covered with a veil of Indian linen, which + 
was tied with ribhons and fillets of fi]k : ſhe wore a great 
necklace of pearls; ſhe had a ſtaff in her hand, and five 
ſlaves, covered with veils, accompanied her. He came 
up to the old woman, and aſked her if thoſe ſlaves were to 
be ſold ? Yes, replied ſhe. Upon this he lifted up their 
veils, and ſaw that the ſlaves were young and beautiful; 
one he thought charming beyond the reſt; Let me buy 
this of you, ſaid he to the old woman, I like her well. 
No, ſays the, I will not recommend her to you; you ap- 
pear to be a perſon of worth and diſtinction; you ſhould 
5 have one that is more beautiful: I have a great choice of 
them at home. 1 have Turkiſh virgins, Greeks, Sclavo- 
nicks, Ionians, Etheiopians, ſome of China, Armenians, 
and Georgians; Iwill bring them all before you, and 
you ſhall take which you like moſt. Follow me then, 
Yr r 4 continues 
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continues ſhe : upon which ſhe went forward, and Cou- 


loufe followed after. 


As they came before a moſque, the old woman ſaid to 

him, O young man, attend me here a moment till I re- 

turn. He waited near an hour, and began to grow im- 
patient; but now ſhe appeared with a virgin that carried 


a bundle under her arm; there was in it a veil and the 


upper garment of a woman, with which the old woman 
covered Couloufe, ſaying, Sir, we are perſons of reputa- 
tion, and of a good family; it would not be reputable in 
us to receive a ſtranger. Mother, replies he, you need 
only command me; I am ready to do what you think 
fit. Then he put on the habit, and threw the veil over 
his head, and went along with the old woman, who 
brought him to a place where he had never been before. 


They entered a great houſe, or rather a palace; for every 


thing he ſaw had an air of grandeur and magnifi- 


cence. After they had croſſed over a vaſt court paved 


with green marble, they came into a hall of a prodi- 


gious extent, in the middle of which there was a 
baſon of porphyry filled with water, wherein a num- 
ber of little ducks ſported ; and it was compaſſed round 
with an aviary, made of golden wires, in which a 
thouſand birds of different kinds warbled out their va- 


% 


© 'THIRTY-SECOND DAY. 


HILE Couloufe was wholly taken up in conſi- 


Vadering the birds, and a number of other objects, 


which contributed to make this hall the moſt entertain- 


ing place imaginable, there came in a young lady, who 


approached the young man with a ſmile upon her counte- 
nance, She made him a profound reverence ; and, after 
he had ſaluted her, the took him by the hand, and 

yed him. to ſeat himſelf upon cuſhions of golden bro- 
cade, which lay upon ſofas of the ſame ſtuff. When he 
Was ſeated, ſhe took a handkerchief of the fineſt linen, 
aud With her own hands wiped his face and his eyes, and 


* 


4 


at 


at the ſame time looked ſo kindly upon him, and gave 
him ſuch bewitching ſmiles and glances, that he was 
| thoroughly ſmitten with her. 1 
lle was now determining with himſelf to buy her? 
when another yourg lady appeared, much fairer than the if 
firit, with yellow trefles waving in ringlets upon her 
naked ſhoulders. She came up to the ſon of Abdallah i; 
with an engaging air; ſhe took his hand to kiſs, and put 


herſelf in a poſture "oy waſh his feet in a baſon of gold. 


\ 
He would not conſent to it; and, ſtruck with the beauty i 
of her charms, he raiſed himſelf up, with a deſign „ if 
throw himſelf at her feet, and to fix his choice there; . if 
but, on a ſudden, he became immoveable, like one 8 li 
; prived of the uſe of all his ſenſes; for he was ſurpriſed at "i 


once with the ſight of twenty young damſels, that ſeemed. 

to vie with each other in beauty : they accompanied a 
young perſon yet more beautiful, and in a richer attire 
than any of the reſt, and who ſeemed to be their miſtreſs. 
Couloufe imagined he ſaw the moon ſurrounded by the 
fears, and fainted, quite overpowered with the fight of this 
ravithing object. 

All the flaves ran immediately to his aſſiſtance; 1 and 
having brought him out of his trance, the lady, who was- 
the occaſion of it, addrefled herſelf thus to him: Let me 

„ bid you welcome, poor bird, entangled in a ſnare. Cou- 
loufe kiſſed the earth, and fetched a deep ſigh. They 
placed him upon the ſofa; and in the mean time there 
was ſherbet brought in a golden cup, enriched with 
jewels. The lady drank of it, and preſented it to the 
young man: After this ſhe fat dow by him, and per- 
ceiving him ſo difordered, that he was not able to ſpeaks. 
| aword, How comes it, lays ſhe, that you are ſo troup- 
bled 2 Bani this heavineſs and melancholy Which over 
clouds your looks, You are not pleaſed with us; our 

company, I fear, is tireſome to you. Ah! fair creature, 
replies he, caſting a languiſhing look upon her, infult 
me no farther, I beſeech you. Yo know too well how: 
much the man muſt ſuffer who beholds your charms 3: 
and 1 confeſs I am overcome by them: my ſp irits 
are in a diſorder and confuſion, which I never fel be- 
fore. Be cheerful, fays the lady, interrupting him, and 

. wink that you are come hither to purchaſe: a ſlave. 
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Let us fit down to eat, and I hope we ſhall be able to di- 


JV od ls Ty h 
Having ſaid this, ſhe took Couloufe by the hand, and 


conducted him into a hall, where they ſat down, with all 


the other ladies, at a long table, covered with baſkets of 


ſantal wood, full of dry ſweet-meats and comfitures of 

mamouny, with tanoury apples and other exquiſite fruits. 
When they had eat, they roſe from table, and there was. 
brought in a baſon of pure gold. The ladies waſhed 


their hands with the fineſt kind of paſte of a moſt exqui- 
ſite compoſition, and wiped them with filken towels of a 
roſe- colour; after which they went into the wine-cham- 
ber : this was an agreeable withdrawing room, adorned 


with ſeveral caſkets of balms, with roſes, and other ſweet- 


ſmelling flowers, which grew in a border round a marble 
baſon, full of cryſtal water. This baſon ſerved to. cool 
the wine, and gave a freſhneſs to the flowers, which ren- 
dered this place a moſt delicious retreat. All the ladies. 
invited Couloute to drink, and likewiſe drank themſelves, 


inſomuch that the whole company returned into the hall 


warmed with wine. | - | 
There ſome of the ladies began to dance, and others to 
play upon the harp, upon the canoun, or guitar of David, 
upon the arganoun organ, and the harbot violin. But. 
notwithſtanding their great {kill upon theſe inſtruments, 


they played nothing comparable to the lady, who had 


charmed the ſon of Abdallab. This exquiſite perſon, 
willing, in her turn, to ſhew her ſkill, took a lute, and 
ſetting it in tune, ſhe played moſt divinely ; then order- 
ing a harp to be brought, ſhe played in the Raſtian mea- 
ſure ; afterwards ſhe took a vio], and played after the 
meaſure of Iſpahan; and, laſtly, expreſſed upon a ſoft 
flute the meaſures of Rihaouy. In a word, ſhe ran 
through the twelve meaſures in order, and the twenty- 
four divifions of muſic. She likewiſe ſung, and the 
enamoured Couloufe was as much raviſhed with her 
voice, as with her manner of playing upon, the in- 
He was. charmed to ſuch a degree, that not being able 
to contain himſelf any longer, he cried out, My queen, 
ou have quite vanquiſhed and deſtroyed my very. reaſon 2 


it is not poſſible ſor me to xefilt the tranſports which you 


inſpire 


e 


2 
© 
ki 
1 


inſpire! ſuffer me to kiſs one of your fair hands, and to 


| paſſionate lover caſt himfelf down like a diſtracted per- 


boldneſs, caſt him off with a haughty air, and ſaid to 
him, Whoever thou art, ſtop thy attempt, and paſs not 


the bounds of reaſon? Notwithſtanding 1 pretended to 


have judged by the magnificence of this houſe, and by the 


Ihe lady whom you have offended is the daughter of one 


he burſt out into a laughter. I believe, ſays ſhe, to 
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throw myſelf at your feet. Having ſpoke thus, this 


ſon, and ſeizing upon one of the lady's hands, he kifſed 4 
it in raptures. But this lovely perſon, offended with his 1 


the bounds of modeſty, I am a virgin of quality; 

it is in vain you defire to poſſeſs me; it never will be | 
granted; and you will ſee me no more. At theſe 
words ſhe withdrew, and all the other ladies followed her 1 
example. L i nt —— 
"i 

7 : * | {1 
THIRTY-THIRD DAY. N 
HE fon of Abdallah remained alone in the hall, to- 

1 tured with a thouſand different paſſions to find the i 
lady diflatisfhed with his conduct, whom he loved to dif- 10 
traction. The old woman who brought him hither 1 
came to him, ſaying, What have you done, young man? 3 


Why would you ſuffer your deſires to hurry you beyond 


you, that J had flaves here of every nation, you ſhould | 


"LA 


manner in which you were received, that you were not 
under the roof of one who makes a trade of ſelling ſlaves. 


— = 2 2 
n x25 * 
OS” 4 — ? 3 -þ 
- 
— ”" 7 . * . n * 2 - 
FIT ˙ 4" oo SED. ES ; 


_ 2000" 
25 
— - — 
1 Cas 
— - 
3 we” 
* — 1 


che principal men of the Court; you ſhould have be- 
haved yourſelf with greater reſpect. 
This diſcourſe from the old woman heightened at once 
the love of Couloufe, and the regret he felt for obliging 
the lady to retire by his imprudent tranſports. He was 
extremely caſt down, and deſpaired of ever ſeeing her 
again, when ſhe returned into. the hall with the other 
ladies, in a change of habit, and dreſſed out with greater 
eare. Seeing the fon of Abdallah ſorrowful and penſive, 


him, that you heartily repent of your fault, and I 
will for once pardon you, upon condition you will be 
| | F 6 more 
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more diſcreet for the future, and that you will tell FAY 


who you are. 


As there was nothing he deſired more than a reconci- 


ation with this charming perſon, he told her without 
heſitation, that his name was Couloufe, and that he was 
the King's favourite. Sir, then, ſaid ſhe, it is now long 
 fince I have known you by reputation, and that I have 


heard you ſpoken of very much to your advantage, I 


| have likewiſe defired to fee you more than once; and I 
am very much pleaſed to enjoy that ſatisfaction at preſent. 
Let us go on with our dances and our muſic, ſays ſhe, 

. turning herſelf to the other ladies ; let us employ our beſt 

___ endeavours to divert our gueſt. All the ladies began 


afreſh to dance, or to play upon inſtruments ; and this 
diverſion laſted till night. When the day-light had left 
the ſky, there was immediately an infinite number of 


tapors lighted up ; and while ſupper was preparing, the 
young lady and the fon of Abdallah had leiſure to diſ- 


courſe together. She put a great many queſtions to him 
concerning Mirgehan, the King, whether this Prince had 


any fine women in his ſeraglio. Yes, Madam, replies 


Couloufe, he has flaves of no ordinary beauty; there 1s 


one of them he loves at preſent, whoſe name is Ghulen- 


dam; ſhe is young, ſhe is well formed; and I mould 
think her the moſt beautiful creature in the world, if I 
had never ſeen you: your charms, I confeſs, are far ſupe- 
rior, to hers, and ſhe is nothing to be compared to you. 
This flattering ſpeech pleaſed Dilara not a little, for ſo 


was the name of the young lady; ſhe was the daughter 


of Boyruc, a Keraite grandee, who now was abſent from 
Caracorum ; Mirgehan had ſent him to Samarcande 
with a compliment to Uſbec-Can upon his coming to 
the crown of Tartary. So that Dilara, during the 
abſence of her father, took a pleaſure ſometimes to 
draw in young men to her, only for her diverſion ; for 
when once they began to forget themſelves and loſe their 
reſpect, ſhe knew very well how to check their rap- 

tures, 5 | 
She therefore was highly delighted to hear Couloufe 
ſay that ſhe was more beautiful than the King's miſtreſs, 
This raifed her vanity and her good humour at the fame 
time, While they were at ſupper, ſhe ſaid a thoufand 
| | _ diverting 
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direrting things, and by her wit completed that paſſion in 


the break of ker gueſt which her beauty had begun. His 


wit likewiſe ſhone at table, and added to their mirth. 
Warmed with the fight and with the ſprightlineſs of the 
young lady, his imagination made a great many very 
pleaſant ſallies from time to time. When it was now 


time for him to return, he proſtrated himſelf before 


Dilara, and ſaid to her, Should J remain here an hundred 
Fears, I ſhould never think myſelf with you but a mo- 
ment; but however greatly I am charmed with your 
converſation, I muſt be gone, and leave-you to your reſt; 


to-morrow, if you will grant me your permiſſion, I ſhall | 


come again. You have my conſent, replies the lady; 
you weed only place yourlelf 1 in the evening near the gate 


of the moſque, where you were found to-day, and you 


ſhall be conducted hither again. This ſaid, ſhe ordered a 
purle to be brought her, nterwoven with ilk and threads 
of gold, the work of her own hands, in which there were 
jewels of a conſiderable value; Here, Couloufe, ſays ſhe, 
do not refuſe this little preſent, if you have a mind ever 
to ſee me again. The ton of Abdallah took the purſe, 
returned his thanks'to the lady, and went out of the hall; 


In the court he met the good old woman, who opened to 


him the ſtreet gate, and ſhewed him the way which led to 
the palace. 
As foon as he . the 1 he retired into his 
apartment, and went to bed. He employed the remain- 
ing part of the night in running over in his thoughts 
every thing he had ſeen that day, He was ſo taken up 
with Dilara, that ſleep never cloſed his eyes. He rote 
early in the morning, and went to preſent himſelf before 
the King. This Prince, who had not ſeen him the day 
before, and who had often enquired after him, was in 
pain about him, And whence come you, Coulouſe? 
ſays he to him, as ſoon as he ſaw him enter j—what be- 
came of you yeſterday ? and where did you hide your- 


ſelf ? Sir, replies the favourite, when your Majeſty * 


know my adventure, you will not be ſurpriſed that 

have not ſeen me. Then he related all that had or 
pened to him. Is it poſſible, fays Mirgehan, that this 
young lady ſhould be ſo charming as you ſpeak of? you 
talk of her” with ſo much warmth and earneſtneſs, that I 
am 
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am apt to think you ſet her in too advantageous a 
light. Sir, replies the ſon of Abdallah, far from flat- 
_ tering her perfections, I give you my word, that ſhe is 


much beyond what I can tay. Believe me, Sir, if 


Many, the famous painter of China, ſhould undertake 


her picture, he would deſpair, and not without reaſon, 


of ever rifing up to her charms with his pencil. It is 
too much, ſays the King; you have raiſed in me a deſire 


to ſee this lady ; and I am reſolved I will go along with 


5 42 in the evening, ſince you are invited to return to 


er. 


Couloufe was uneaſy at the curioſity of the young 


King of the Keraites; he apprehended the conſequences 
of it with regard to his love. How 1s it poſſible, Sir, 
replies he, that I ſhould introduce you to this lady? 


whom ſhall I ſay you are? I will diſguiſe myſelf, ſays 
the King, and paſs for your flave, by that means I ſhall 
have admittance to you; and | will he concealed in ſome 
by-place, from whence I ſhall be able to ſee every thing. 


'The ſon of Abdallah durſt not contradict his matter, who 
dreſſed himſelf in the habit of a flave; and in twilight 


they both went out, and placed themſelves near the gate 


of the moſque. They had not ſtood there long, before 
they ſaw the old woman appear, who faid to Couloufe, 
Where was the neceſſity of bringing this ſlave with you? 
you muſt ſend him back again. , 


* 


THIRTY-FOURTH DAY. © 


K Bla King was very much mortified when he heard 
. the old woman ſpeak thus; upon which Couloufe 
took upon him to reply ; My good mother, 1 be, lex 
me prevail with you, give this flave leave to follow us : 


This young fellow has wit, and a great many diverting 
qualities; be makes verſes off hand, and ſings to perfec- 
tion; your lady will not be ill pleaſed to ſee him. The 
old woman made no objection; ſo they went on al: three; 
Couloufe diſguiſed, as the day before, under the upper 

garment 
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| og of a woman, and Mirgehan in the habit of a 


dave. They entered the court, and paſſed on to the hall, 
which they found illuminated with a prodigious number 


--f perfumed tapers, that ſcattered light and odours at the 
ame time. | SOR EN. 
Dilara demanded of the ſon of Abdallah, why he ſuf- 
red his ſlave to follow him. Madam, ſays he, I brought 
aim on purpoſe to divert you; he is a mimic, a poet, 
and a muſician ; and 1 hope you will not be ill pleaſed 


with him. Since it is ſo, ſays ſhe, I bid him welcome. 


But hark you, friend, adds ſhe, addreffing herſelf to the 


King, behave yourſelf with modeſty and ſubmiſſion, and 


have a care how you fail in your reſpects, leſt you ſhould 
_ repent of it. The Prince, ſeeing himſelf under a neceſ- 
ſity to play the buffoon, gave himſelf a turn to pleaſantry, 


and acquitted himſelf fo handſomely, that the lady ſaid 


to the favourite, Truly, Couloufe, you have brought us 


a very witty and a very diverting youth. Methinks I ſee 


likewiſe ſomething of a noble and gallant air in his man- 
ners; he muſt be our cup-bearer this night; I have taken 


a liking to him. Since he has the good fortune to 


Pleaſe you, replies the favourite, he is no longer mine; 


take him, Madam, to yourſelf, Caltapan, ſays he to the 
King, I am no longer your maſter; there ſtands your 
miſtreſs. At theſe words the King came up to the lady, 
and kiſſing her hand, ſaid, Madam, I am now your ſlave, 


and I feel myſelf already diſpoſed to ſerve you with great 
zeal. Np | | | 
She accepted Mirgehan for her ſlave: And, Sir, ſaid 


ſhe to Couloufe, I look upon this young fellow as belong- 


ing henceforward to me; but give me leave to depoſit 
him in your hands; he ſhall live with you, and you ſhall 
bring him to me as often as you come yourſelf. I cannot 
keep him in my houſe, becauſe he is known to be your 
ſlave; the whole world knows him for ſuch : if, there- 
fore, he were ſeen to come from your ſervice to mine, it 
might give occaſion to malicious whiſpers, of which I 
cannot be too cautious. After they had ſpun out their 
converſation to ſome length, Couloufe and Dilara ſat 
down to ſupper, and the King ſtood before them to wait, 
As this Prince went on to divert the lady with a thouſand 
ridiculous ang pleaſant things, ſhe ſaid to the favourite, 
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Sir, give this youth leave to eat and drink with us. Ma- | 


dam, replies Couloufe, he does not uſe to fit at table with 


me. Be not ſo rigid, ſays the lady, let him drink with 
us, that he may love us the more. Set yourſelf at table 


then, Caltapan, ſays the ſon of Abdallah, ſince it is the 


lady's pleaſure you ſhould do it. 


The counterfeit ſlave did not ſtay to be commanded 


twice ; he ſat down hetween Couloufe and the lovely 


daughter of Boyruc, He eat; and when wine was 
brought, the lady filled a cup to the brim, and preſented 
it to him; here, Caltapan, ſays ſhe, drink this brimmer 
to my health. He took the cup, and firſt kiffing the 
hand that preſented it to him, he drank it off. After this 


wine was filled about ; and the fair Dilara encouraged the 


jollity of her gueſts by her own example. She took up a 
golden cup quite full, and addrefling herſelf to the fon of. 


Abdallah, Couloufe, ſaid ſhe to him, I drink to your incli- 


nations, to the charming Ghulendam, the favourite of the 


King. Madam, replies Couloufe, bluſhing, keaven. for- 
bid that 1 ſhould ever have the boldneſs to lift up my 


| thoughts to the miſtreſs of my Prince; I have too creat” 


a reſpe& for him to——Ho, interrupts him the lady 


ſmiling, you affect to be diſcreet : [ remember very well 


8 


that yeſterday you ſpoke to me of Ghulendam. in ſo paſ- 


ſionate a manner, that you ſeemed charmed with her: I 


dare ſay you love her: confeſs frankly to us, that you 
are not her averſion; and that ſometi mes you divert your- 


ſelves together as we do now. Couloufe foreſaw the 


conſequence of theſe words, and was troubled. I be- 
ſeech you, Madam, ſays he, rally me no longer upon this- 


ſubject ;. I never. had the leaſt converſation in private 
with that lady. | 

The contuſion he was in redoubled the laughter of 
Dilara. Inſtead of aſſuming a ſerious. countenance, ſhe 


went on; you ſhould tell us your adventures, Caltapan, 


adds the, looking upon the counterfeit ſlave, tell thy 


maſter to put a little more confidence in us. Come, Sir, 


ſays the King, comply with the lady's requeſt, when ſhe 
entreats you with ſo good a grace; relate to her the Tite 

and progreſs of your loves; inform her how far you have 
prevailed upon Ghulendam; and tell her after what man- 
ner you both of you deceive the King. Madam, purſues 
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he, turning towards Dilara, I am as curious to hear thoſe 
things as you can be; for, notwithitanding that I pre- 
. tend to keep a ſecret as well as any man, | proteſt to you 

that this gentleman has always concealed his paſſion for 
the favourite lady from me. 


Couloufe was quite diſconcerted with what Mirgehan 
faid, and ſaw plainly that the raillery of Dilara made evil 
impreſſions upon the mind of the Prince. In the mean 


time they continued all three to drink ; and the King, 
inſenfibly warmed with the wine, forgot the perſonage 


he had undertaken to maintain. My princeſs, ſaid he to 
the lady, ſing me now, I beſeech you, a pleatant ſong, 


S 


for I am told you fing charmingly. Though he ſpoke 
this with great familiarity, the daughter of Boyruc was ſo. 
far from being offended, that ſhe burſt out into laughter: 


With all my heart, ſaid ſhe, my dear Caltapan; there is 
nothing that I would not do for you. Immediately ſhe 
called for her lute ready tuned, and played an excellent 


air in the Yrac meaſure, which ſhe accompanied with her 


voice; then, taking atabor in her hand, the ſung an air 
in the Bouſelic meaſure. Fs 10 5 | 

The King, who never heard ſuch ſinging before, nor 
the lute nor the tabor ſo ſkilfully managed, was all in 
raptures; and, quite forgetting that he was to pals for a 
flave, I am enchanted with you, Madam, cries he : and, 
notwithſtanding the wonders which Couloufe related of 
you to me, I find he came far ſhort of the truth. The ſon 
of Abdallah made ſigns to him to recolle& himſelf, but it 
was to no purpoſe. No, purſues the Prince, Iſaac Mou- 
ſeli, my muſician, whoſe voice is fo much admired, ſings 
not half ſo agreeably as you. Dilara, perceiving at theſe 
words that it was the King ſhe had all this while taken 


for a ſlave, roſe up from her place in haſte, and ran for a 


veil to cover her face. Alas, ſays ſhe in awhiſper to her 
woman, we are utterly ruined; this is no ſlave that came 
here with Couloufe, it is the King himſelf, When ſhe 
had given them to underſtand this, ſhe haſtened hack to 
Mirgehan, not daring to fit; down before him. Pray, 
Madam, ſays the Prince, be ſeated, it is my duty: rather 
to ſtand: in your preſence. Am I not your flave ? I 
ſhould not have ſat down myſelf, if yu, who are my 


* 21 4 * ” & 4 1% [ , : | " 
D. 4 * * ; l 114 — 94 F Ca 4s 9 6 4 : ſaverign 
4 * . * 1 


bb 


Ac xl 6 tac; — co ons 1H. Bs 
_— . . ” 8 _ 3 —_ -— 


— 


.. e . ²œ ̃ . ns HR HE Bc is 
—— - 

= PETS _— — . — —” "= * 
— — — ER = - — K 


1 
— — 


W 


— 
oy * 


n 
WF : 


Be: 3 — wel * 
88 


2 
— 


nap 


200 


ET. SG 


2 AL SES ahora % gy 


= ——— 
2 


e PERSIAN TALES. 


ſovereign miſtreſs, had not laid your commands upon 


At theſe words the daughter of Boyruc began to ween. — 2M 
Ah! great Monarch, ſays ſhe, throwing herſelf at his 


feet, 1 humbly fupplicate your Majeſty to have compaſ- 
fion upon me. I am a young virgin void of experience; 
you have been a witneſs to my folly; vouchſafe, I be- 


| feech you, to pardon it. The King raiſed the lady, and 


gave her comfort; he told her to fear nothing, and aſked 


who ſhe was. She ſatisfied his curioſity; after which 


he went out of the houſe with Couloufe, and regained his 
palace. J 


THIRTY-FIFTH DAV. 
DE ARA meant no more than to rally Couloufe about 


Ghulendam ; but the conſequences of her pleaſantry 
proved far otherwiſe than ſhe could have imagined. Mir- 


gehan ſuſpected that there was love between his favourite 
miſtreſs and the ſon of Abdallah; and he doubted not, 
but they tafted the ſweets of their paſſion, even in his 
_ own palace, without any regard to the duty which they 
owed him. He had it in his power, by ſetting watchful 


eyes over each of them, to be ſoon convinced how ground= 
leſs his ſuſpicions were. But he was one of thole men, 


who give ear to nothing but their jealouſy ; and who, by 
delivering themſelves over to the firſt impreſſions they re- 
ceive, think any farther evidence to be needleſs ; for this 


reaſon, without ever examining into the truth of his con- 


jectures, he ſent the very next morning to acquaint Cou- 


loufe, that he forbid him to appear any more before him: 
and that his will was, he ſhould that very day leave Ca- 
racorum. 
The favourite, though he ſaw into the cauſe of his dif= 
grace, yet, having nothing to reproach himſelf with, did 
not doubt but to make his innocence appear, if he had 


only an opportunity given him to ſpeak ; but he would 


not ſo much as endeavour after the means of juſtifying 
himſelf, He bore his diſgrace like a man ; he _— 
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the order of the King; and joining in with a great e caravan 
that was going for Tartary „he arrived with it at Samar- 

cande. As no one knew how to bear 1ll-fortune better, 
| than himſelf, he was no way caft down with what 
had happened. This was not the firſt trial in this 
kind Which he had undergone; and, beſides, he looked 
upon the accidents of this fe, as things inevitable; 


10 that nothing was able to ſhake the ſteadineſs of bis 
| mind. 


He continued FOR e at 1 wholly reſi gned 


: to every fortune that might attend his life. He eat kad 
_ drank well, and diverted himlelf as long as his money 


laſted ; and when that failed, he went. and placed himſelf 
in the corner of a moſque. The priefts diſcourſed him 
upon his religion; and finding him very knowing, they 
ordered him a regular charity of two loaves and one pot 


-of water every day, upon which he lived very contentedly. 


It came to paſs one day, that a very conſiderable mer- 


_ chant, named Mouzaffer, came into this moſque to pray; 
he happened to caſt his eyes upon Couloufe, and calling 


him, Young man, ſaid he, whence are you, and what has 
brought you into this city? Sir, replies the ſon of Ab- 
dalla, Jam of a good family in Damas. I had a deſire 
to travel: I came into Tartary; and within a few leagues 


of Samara met with robbers, who killed my ſer- 2 


vants, and deſpoiled me of all I had. 


Mouxaffer believed Couloufe as he ſpoke, and ſaid to 
him, Be comforted ; there are always ſome happy adven- 


tures interwoven with the unfortunate ones : you may 


perhaps find here what will ſet your mind at eaſe; riſe, 
and follow me to my houſe. The ſon of Abdallah did as 
he was ordered; and when he entered the houſe, he 


thought the merchant muſt be a very rich man; he could 


| Judge no otherwiſe from a vaſt magazine of the moſt va- 
uable ſtuffs, from the coſtly furniture, and from the great 
number of ſervants which he ſaw. Neither did he err in 


his 8 for Mouzaffer was a perſon of conſiderable 
wealth 


\ The merchant — Couloufe fit down with him at his 


table, and Im ordered ſome ſherbet to be ſet be- 


fore him ; after which they were ſerved with jellies and 
wo Bob nouriſhing kinds of meats. When dinner was 


Over, | 
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over, they converſed together ſome time, and then Mou- 
z⁊zaffer ſent him away with preſents. 


The day following the merchant returns to the ſame 25 
moſque; he accoſts the fon of Abdallah, brings him 


home with him again, and treats him as "Wh had done the 


day before. There happened to be a doctor there at the 
Tame time, whoſe name was Daniſchemend. After din- 


ner he took Couloufe apart, and ſpoke to the following 
purpoſe :—Young ſtranger, the wealthy Mouzaffer, the 
maſter of this houſe, has buſineſs of importance for you; 
a buſineſs which demands a ſpeedy execution, and which 


ought to be agreeable to you in your preſent circumſtances. 


I muſt inform you, that he has an only ſon, whoſe name 
is Taher; he is a young man of a very violent temper. 
This Taher has lately married the daughter of a great 
Lord, who is a foreigner. The huſband, in a fit of paſ- 
ion, has treated his wife with bitterneſs: : ſhe has an- 
{wered all his anger with words of haughtineſs and con- 
tempt : this has. ſo far provoked 'Taher, that he bas put 
her away, Soon after he repented*of it; for ſhe is a very 
beautiful young lady, and he loves her paſſionately ; - but 


our laws do not ſuffer him to take her again before another: 


haas married her, and divorced her. For this reaſon, Mou- 


zaffer wiſhes you would marry her to day, and paſs the 


N 55 night with her, and in the morning put her away; he 


will make you a preſent of " ſequins of gold. Will 
you not oblige him in this? With all my heart, replies 


Couloufe; I find myſelf very much diſpoſed to do him 


ſuch a ſervice, He has made me ſo welcome, that I can 
refuſe him nothing; and beſides, 1 do not find any aver- 


ſion in myſelf to what he propoſes. I dare believe you, 


anſwers Daniſchemend ; there are a great many in this 

city, who would think themſelves very happy to be choſen: 
for Hullas upon. this- occaſion, | withont a_ bribe. of fifty 
ſgquins, for if 


and-ſtrait as a cyprus; her face is round, her eyebrows. 


figely. parted, and reſembling two bows; and the glances! 


of her eyes are ſo many fatal arrows ſhot from them: the. 
_Typow; is not Whiter than her Kip; and her little pany 
eee is * a retro A Ick 
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OU may believe, therefore, continues Daniſche- 


mend, that there would be no want for Hullas in 0 


rere but we defire he ſhould be a ſtranger; be- 


| cauſe theſe ſort of things ought to be tranſacted with all 
imaginable gſecrecy ; therefore it is Mouzaffer has fixed ” 
his choice upon you. I am-Nayb, and conſequently in- 


veſted with a power of marrying you to this charming 
lady, this compotition of all perfections; and this ver 
oment, if you have a mind, you mall poſſeſs her, I 
readily conſent, replies the ſon of Abdallah ; you may 
imagine, from what you have ſaid of her, that 1 alread: 


_ with I had eſpouſed her. Yes, ſays the Nayb; but you 
mult promiſe to put her away to-morrow morning, and 
to depart immediately from Samarcande with the reward 
which has been offered you. The family of Seigneur 


Mouzaffer will not he tatisfied that you ſhould remain 


in the city after this adventure, I will not continue 


here long, anſwers Couloufe; and, if my promiſe be 
not ſufficient, I ſwear, that to-morrow in the morn=- 
ing, I will divorce the lady, whom you n oblige me 
to marry. 

When he had made this oath, the deputy of the Cady 
informed Mouzaffer, that the young ſtranger was ready to 
ſerve as Hulla: He accepts, ſays he, of "the conditions, 
which 1 propoſed to him in your name : there 1s nothing 
now more to be done, but to marry him to your daugh- 


ter-in-law. Mouzaffer immediately upon this, called 


for his ſon Taher, and the reſt of the family, and the 


Nay b, in their preſence, married Couloufe without let- 
ting him ſee the lady; becauſe Taher deſired it might be 


ſo. It was likewiſe determined, that the Hulla ſhould 
paſs the night with her in the dark, that not having ſeen 


her, he might in the er be he more en to put 


her . 1 7 | e 510 
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In the mean time the night came on, and Couloufe 


was brought into the bridal chamber, and left there in the 
dark with the lady, who was laid in a bed of gold bro- 
cade; he faſtened the door, put off his clothes, and felt 


about for the bed; when finding it, he laid himſelf down 
by his wife. Her fears and apprehenſions gave her no 
mall diſquiet, when ſhe found herſelf going to be deli- 
vered up to the careſſes of a man whoſe face the had not 
ſeen : ſhe had formed to herſelf a frightful image of him, 


knowing very well that the Hullas are uſually choſen out 


of the pooreſt wretches that chance preſents. On the 


other hand, Couloufe was very uneaſy that he could not 


have the ſatisfaction to ſee the lady, whoſe beauty Daniſ- 


chemend had ſo much recommended to him by his laviſh 
praiſes, Madam, ſaid he to the lady, how favourable 
ſoever this night may be to me, my joys I find are like to 
prove imperfect. My impatience for the ſight of your 
_ charms grows upon me every moment. I have formed 
to myſelf ſo bright an image of your beauty, and I fo paſ- 
ſionately deſire to behold it, that I know not whether it 
be not as great a torment to, poſſeſs you without the fight 
of you, as it would be to fee you without the hopes of 


ever poſſeſſing you. However, I muſt of neceſſity yield 


you up to-morrow. Since my happineſs, alas! is to be 
ſo tranſitory, it ſhould at leaſt have been complete in every 
other reſpect. Ng Fe . 
When he had ſpoken theſe words, he continued ſilent, 
expecting the lady ſhould reply. He was ſurpriſed 
when, inſtead of anſwering to his diſcourſe, ſhe ſaid to 


him, O you, whom Taher has choſen to re-eſtabliſh that 


union which the violence of his nature has overthrown 3 
whoever you are, reveal yourſelf to me. Methinks my 
ears are not unacquainted with the ſound of your voice; 
and I am moved as you ſpeak. Couloufe ſtarted at theſe 


words: Madam, rejoins he, inform me then of your 
family ; for the ſound of your voice likewiſe troubles. 


my ſenſes; J imagine I hear a Keraite lady whom 1 
ſhould know. Gracious Heaven, can you be——No, 
adds he, correcting himſelf, it is not poſſible that you 


ſhould be the daughter of Boyruc. Ah! Couloufe, - 


cried the lady on the inſtant, is it you that ſpeak to * 
| t 
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It isY, my queen, ſaid he; it is Couloufe himſelf, who 
cannot yet believe that he hears Dilara. Reſt aflured of 
it, replies ſhe; I am that unfortunate Dilara, who en- 


tertained you and the King Mirgehan; and who, b 


imprudent diſcourſe, rendered you ſuſpected to that 
Prince: I am that perſon whom you ſhould regard as 


your greateſt enemy, ſince J have wholly been the cauſe 
55 your diſgrace. Ceaſe, Madam, ſays the ſon of Abdal- 
lah, ceaſe to impute it to yourſelt : it was the decree of 


Heaven it ſhould be ſo; and very far from accuſing the 


rigour of my deſtiny, I thank my ſtars, who, by that ac- 
cident, have conducted me to ſo great happineſs. But, 
fair Dilara, continues he, how comes the daughter " 
| Boyruc to be the wife of 'Taher ? I ſhall inform you, lays 


the, of every particular, 
My 4ather, during his embaſſy at Samarcande, lodged 
with Mouzatter, whom he had known long ago. They 


two agreed upon this marriage; and Boyruc, "when he 
returned to Caracorum, font 1 me to Samarcande with a 


large retinue. | obeyed my father, much againſt m 
inclinations, which were pre-engaged to you. I will 
now confeſs it, my dear Couloufe, that 1 loved you, 
though I concealed my paſſion from you And I call 
Heaven to witneſs for me, that your diſgrace has coſt 
me many tears. My marnag 

baniſh you from my remembrance. ' This brutal huſ- 
band, who beſides was not agreeable in his perſon, con- 


tributed to fix you deeper in my heart; and, as if I had 
foreſeen that love or fortune would bring us together, 1 
never was without hopes of ſeeing you again. But my 


happineſs ſurpaties even my expectations, ſince in the 


huſband, that is impoſed upon me, I find my lover. O0 


ſurpriſing happineſs : ſcarce am I able to believe it. 


THIRTY- 


ge with Taher could not 
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"THIRTY SEVENTH DAY. 


THAT ſhe aid cleared up all the doubts of Cou- 
loufe, and convinced him that he was now with 
the daughter of Boyruc. Fair Dilara, cries he, tranſ- 


ported with | joy and love at once, what a happy turn of 


fortune! by what unaccountable chain of events am I 


ratified to the height of my deſires! is it you then whom 


] have been hired to wed ?. you, whoſe charming 1 image 


is ſtamped upon my heart! you, whom 1] deſpaired of ' 
ever ſeeing more! Oh, my p 


rinceſs, if you have indeed 
pitied the ſon of Abdallah, if my diſgrace has awlt you 
ſome tears, join with me to improve the preſent moments, 
and turn them all to ecſtacy and joy. How could it en- 


ter into the heart of man to imagine, when the King of 
the Keraites baniſhed me his Court, that Heaven brought 


that affliction upon me, only in order to > render me the 


happieſt of mankind ? 


o 


Dilara was not inſenſible to all the tender expreſſions | 
The whole 


night was waſted in repeating to each other their mutual 


which broke from the heart of Couloufe. 


2 


happineſs upon this unexpected meeting; and their ſouls 
overflowed in the moit paſſionate lancuage : 


even now, 
when one of Mouzaffer's ſlaves knocked boldly at the 


| Qoor of their chamber, crying out aloud, Come, come, 
Seigneur Hulla, be pleaſed to rife, it is broad day, the 


ſon of Abdallah made no reply at firſt to the ſlave, but 
went on in his diſcourſe to the daughter of Boyruc. But 
his joys ſoon began toflacken, and all the tender tran- 
ſports of his ſoul ſunk into ſadneſs ; My queen, ſays he, 
vzhat is it we have heard? muſt we then fo ſoon be torn 


aſunder! Mouzafter, impatient to ſee you reſtored to his 


family, counts every minute of the divorce which keeps 
you out; and his fon, juſtly jealous of my happineſs, 
cannot bear it ſhould continue; the ſun, likewiſe, as if 
he conſpired with my enemies, ſeems to have haſtened his 
return. Scarce, alas! do I perceive that I have found 


you, when I am obliged to loſe you again, notwithſtand- 
h | ing 


4 
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ing the marriage ties which hold us; for [ have promiſed, 
nay I have ſworn to put you away. And can you, in- 


terrupts the lady, think of keeping ſuch a fatal oath ? 
Did you know, when you made it, that it was me you 


promiſed to renounce? you are not bound to ſtand to a 
Traſh promiſe; and in caſe you were, 71 Dilara would 


you not pay the price of one perjury? Ah, Couloufe, 
adds ſhe, weeping, you love me not, if you can ſuffer the 
imaginary honour of keeping a promite, at once injurious | 


to love and reaſon, to weigh in the balance againſt the 
poſſeſſion of me. But, Madam, replies he, is it in m 


power to preſcare you to myſelf? ſuppoſe 1 ſhould vio- 


late my oath, think you thata ſtranger, without friends, 
without money, can ftand againſt the intereſt and Power 
of Mouzafter ? Yes, anſwers the daughter of Boyruc, 
you may do it. Defpiſe his threats, Teiet his otters ; 
the laws are on your fide, If you are a wan of a firm 


and unſhaken mind, you will render all endeavours vain 


to diſunite us, Well, my princels, ſaid he, urged on by 
his paſſion, you ſhall be ſatisfied. My oath indeed Was 
raſh; and I am at laſt convinced that it will be impofſible 
for me to RP it, without giving up the only comfort of 
my life. Say no more; 1 Will not put you away, fnce } 


am not bound to do it. This is the reſolution which 1 


take; not Mouzafter, nor the united force of all mankind, 
ſhall make me quit my pur; Poſe, | 
While he gave theie aflurances to his wiſe, and fixed 
the reſolutions of his heart within himtelt, aher (to 


whom the night appeared much longer than it did to 
them) knocked himſelf at the door of their chamber. 


What, hoa! Hulla, cries he, the day is far ſpent; you 
have already been told to riſe ; you give us more trouble 
than you need : we have expected you long fince to re- 
turn you our thanks, and to count out to you the money 
which was  promited, Put on your clothes with all 
ſpeed, that we may make an end of this affair; the de- 
puty of the Cady will be here in a moment. Couloufe 
role immediately, put on his garments, and opened the 
door to Taher, who ordered him to be conducted to the 
bat?;, and to be attended by a Greek flave. When the 
fon of Abdallah came out of the bath, the ſlave gave him 
fine linen, and a = handſome robe ; then he led him 
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into a "ant. where he found Mouzaffer with his fon 
and Daniſchemend. They all ſaluted the Hulla, who 
made them a profound reverence. They def.red him 
to ſit down with them at the table; and, amongſt other 
diſhes, they were terved with ſoups made of the juice of 
mutton. | 
Aſter the repaſt, Daniſchemend took Couloufe apart, 

and giving him the ſequins of gold with a rich turban 
neatly packed up; Here, young man, ſaid he to him, 
ſee what Seigneur Mouzaffer gives you; he likewiſe 
thanks you for the ſervice you have done him, and de- 
_ fires you will not ſtay any longer at SartYreande ; there- 
fore put away your wife, go out from this city, and 
if any one aſks of you, haſt thou ſeen the camel : an- 
ſwer no. 


| 
* 


THIRTY-EIGHTH DAY. 


— 


1 Nayb imagined that the Hulla could not but 
have a deep ſenſe of the civilities of Mouzaffer, and 
expected to hear him eloquent in his gratitude from the 
fulneſs of his heart, which made him the more {urpriſed 
at his anſwer. I thought, replied Couloufe, caſting. 
away the packet and the ſequins, that juſtice, probity, 
and religion flouriſhed at Samarcande, eſpecially from 
the time that the crown of T artary deicended to Uſbec- 
Can: but! find] have been dec-ived, or rather that the 
King himſelf is not rightly informed: he knows not that 
it is the practice to abuſe ſtrangers in the very city where 
he reſides. Let any man judge of my caſe; J come to 
Samarcande; a merchant addreiles himſelf To me ; he in- 
vites me to dine with him; makes me welcome; engages 
me in marriage with a lady acccr ſing to the laws: lenter 
into the engagement in good earneit, and with all the ſin- 
cerity and frankneſs imaginable ; and after I have ſo- 
lemnly taken the lady to be my wife, I am required to 
put her away! Ceaſe, Seigneur Nayb, ceaſe importuning 
of me to do an * ſo unbecoming a man of — al 
I tha 


FTE TT 


0 
5 
DT 
n 


PERSIAN TALES. ES 


. wt 


2 ſhall not fail to cover my head with duſt, and proſtrate | 
myſelf at the feet of Uſbec-Can ; and we ſhall fee his 


determination in this affair. 

Upon this the deputy of the cady took Mouzaffer 
aſide, and ſaid to him: it was your advice to take this 
ſtranger for a Hulla ; you could not have pitched upon a 


more improper perſon ; he refuſes to put away his wife, 
But I perceive the man 1s ſhiftleſs, and knows not which 
way to diſpoſe of himſelf, and would, I believe, fain draw 
ſome conſiderable gratification from you. If that be his 


aim, ſays Mouzaffer, he ſhall have no reaſon to go away 


N diflatisfied; carry him a hundred ſequins of gold, and let 
him depart from this city with all the diligence and all 


the ſecrecy that I require of him. No, no, Seigneur 


 Mouzafter, cries Couloufe, overhearing what they ſaid, 


D 


though you double the ſum, it will be to no purpoſe: 


Should you offer me ten thouſand ſequins, and add to 
them the richeſt ſtuffs in your warehoule, it would be in 
vain; I will not break the ſolemn contract I have made. 
* oung man, then ſaid Daniſchemend to him, you do not 
act prudently 3 in this affair; let me adviſe you to accept 
of the hundred ſequins of gold, and to put away your 
wife without farther delay; for if you bring yourſelf 
under the neceſſity of having this adventure made pub- 


lic, I give you my word you will repent it. Your me- 
naces, replies the ſon of Abdallah, have no effect upon 


lady, who is mine by the laws. Thave heard too much, 


lays the impetuous Taher, interrupting them here, after 
he had with pain contained himſelf thus long. Let us 
bring this wretch before the Cady, and have him treated 


me; you can never oblige me to feparate myſelf from a 


as he deſerves. We ſhall ſoon ſee whether it be allowed 


to abuſe perſons of credit and reputation by faife pro- 
miles. Daniſchemend and Mouzaffer tried once more to 
perſuade the Hulla to comply of himſelf with their de- 


ſires; but finding their inſtances ineftectual, they carried 
him before the Cady. 


They informed this magiſtrate of what had paſſed; and 


upon their information, the Cad 
Couloufe, ſpoke to him in theſe words : Young ſtranger, 
whom no body knows within this city, and who were 
reduced to live in a moſque upon the alms which our 
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8 prieſts g gave you daily; are you ſo void of ſenſe and rea- 
lon, as to imagine you ſhall poſſeſs in quiet a lady who 
was the wiſe of Taher ? Shall the ſon of the wealthieſt 
merchant of Samarcande ſee the wife he loves, and whom 


he is deſirous to take again, ſhall he ſee her in the arms 


of a wretch, whole ſmalleſt crime perhaps is the meanneſs 


of his birth ? Turn thy eyes upon thyſelf, and judge 


thyſelt impartially. I hy condition is by no means fuit- 
able to that of thy wite: and ſuppoſe you were of a 
higher rank than Taher, yet ſince you are not able to 
furniſh out ſuch an expence as is proper to a family of 
credit, that alone would be a ſufficient argument to me 
not to permit ou to live with your wife: quit, therefore, 


thoſe vain andFflattering hopes, which have betrayed you 
to violate your oath. Accept the offers of Signeur Mou- 


zaffer; put away your wife, and return to your own 
country ; - or, if you reſolve 10 continue obſtinate, and 


not to comply, prepare this inſtant to receive an hundred 


baſtinadoes. 


This diſcourſe from the C ady, though pronounced 
with the authority of a judge, was of no force to ſhake 
the firm courage of the ſon of Abdallah, who received 
the hundred baſtinadoes with an air that ſpoke him un- 


concerned, and fixed in his reſolves. Let that ſuffice, 


ſays the Cady for this day; to-morrow we mean to 
double the doſe; and if that does not work eftectually 
upon his obſtingcy, we muſt have recourle to more vio— 


Jent remedies. Let him pals this night again with his 
wiſe; I hope to-morrow we may find him more tractable. 
Taher was of opinion they thould proceed now in puniſh- 


ing the Hulla, without granting him any reſpite ; but the 
Cady could not be prevailed upon to do any thing more 
at preſent ; ſo that Mouzatter and his fon returned home 
with Couloufe, who, though he was ſorely bruiſed with 
the blows he had received, thought his ſufterings very 


much alleviated by the liberty that was granted him to 


ſee his Dilara again. 


THIRT Y- 
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THIR T X-NIN TH DAY. 


OUZAPF FER endenvoured to prevail upon the ſon. 


of Abdallah by gentle perſuaſions. He made him 
freſh promiſes ; he offered him even three hundred ſequins 
of gold, if, without farther delay, he would repudiate the 


daughter of Boyruc. While he was buſied in employing 
every artifice to win him over, Taher entered the 88 | 


ment of the lady. b 

She was in a conſternation not to be expreſſed. 8 
tient to learn what had paſſed at the houſe of the Cady, 
ſhe expected Couloufe with the utmoſt diſquiet. Not- 


withſtanding ſhe was thoroughly convinced of his love, 


yet ſhe feared he might not bear up in his reſolutions; 
and her apprehenſions grew. into a belief, when ſhe ſaw 
her firſt huſband appear ; ſhe trembled at the fight of 
him, imagining he came to bring her the fatal tidings. A 
dead paleneſs covered her cheeks ; and it was with great 


difficulty ſhe was able to ſupport herſelt from fainting 


away. Taher, upon theſe ſymptoms, {uffered himſelf to 


be deluded by falſe hopes; he took it for granted, that 


Tome one had already told the lady how the Hulla had 
refuſed to put her away, and imagined that to be the oc- 
caſion of her great diforder. Madam, ſays he to her, do 
not abandon yourielt thus to your ſorrows, you have no 
reaſon as yet to deſpair. The wretch whom I choſe for 
my Hulla, will not indeed refign you to the fondneſs of 
my withes, but let not that afflict you : he has already 
been puniſhed with an hundred baſtinadoes, and to-mor- 
row there will be ſeverer blows inflicted on him, if he 
hardens himſelf againit the performance of the agreement 
he made with the Nayb. Moreover, the Cady is deter- 
mined to make him undergo the ſharpeſt puniſhments, 


Be comforted then, my ſultaneſs ; you have but this one. 


night more to be tormented by the Hulla ; to-morrow at 
fartheſt I ſhall again become your huſband. I come my- 


{elf to aflure you of this, and to entreat you to have a 
little patience ; for I make no doubt, but the preſent - 
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neceſſit ty you labour under, of ſuffering that deſpicable 

Creature, is to you an inſupportable hardſhip. Yes, Sir, 
replies Pilara, interrupting him, I own the Hulla is the 
__ occaſion of all my mulery ; ; the happineſs of my life de- 
pends on him; anc I fear, alas! that this affair will never 
go according to my wiſhes. Pardon me, my queen, re- 

: plies he, haſtily interrupting her, baniſh your fears, and 
moderate that obliging anxiety for Taher : footh yourlelf 
with the hopes, that. to-morrow our union will be re- 
eltabliſhed. This ſaid, he left the lady's apartment, and 
_ Couloute entered ſoon after. 5 

As ſoon as ſhe perceived the ſon of Abdallah, her grief 
was turned into joy. Oh! my dcareſt huſband, cried 
| the, meeting him with open arms; come and receive the 
reward of your conſtancy. Is it poſſible you ſhould ſub- 

mit yourſelf to be treated like a criminal and a 1lave, ra- 
ther than forego your right to Dilara? Taher himſelf has 
related to me all that you ſuffered at the Cady's. As the 
firmneſs of your mind ſtrongly charms me, ſo the cruel- 
ties that have been practiſed upon you afflict me in the 
moſt ſenſible manner. It diſtracts me to think of the 
freſh tortures with which you are threatened. Madam, 
anſwered Couloufe, let the puniſhments in reſerve for me 
be ever ſo ſevere, they never will be of force to ſhake my 
conſtancy : you will find them prove as ineffectual upon 
me as the promites of Mouzaffer. What the will of 

deftiny has decreed ſhall be my lot, is beyond my know- 
| ledge : whether I am to live or ts for you, I cannot tay ; 3 
but this Jam well aſſured of, it can never be written in 
Heaven that I ſhall repudiate you. 

No, replies the daughter of Boyruc, Heaven has not 
joined us together in ſo miraculous a manner, that we 
ſhould be fo ſoon ſeparated. I cannot believe that 
Heaven will ſuffer you to periſh ; and methinks it in- 
ſpires me this inſtant with the means of defeating the 
malice of our enemies, Did you let the Cady know, 
adds ſhe, that you were once f bs favourite of the King of 


the Keraites ? No, replies Couloufe, for the judge ren- 
dered every thing vain which I might urge in favour of 
myſelf, by pronouncing, that he would never permit me 
to keep poſſeſſion of you, becauſe I am deſtitute of riches 
to ſupport you, even — I might plead a —_—_ | 
irth. 
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pirth. Since it 18 "A ſays ſhe, be adv iſcd, nos punctually 5 


follow the counſel I am going to give you : to-morrow, 


when you are brought before the Cady, fail not to ſay to 


him, that you are the ſon of Maflaoud:- he is a merchant 


of Cogende, that has immenſe ches, Yon need not 


only inſiſt upon his being your father: add, likewiſe, in 
a poſitive manner, that you ſhall foon receive ſuch tokens 
from him, as will convince the whole w ond, that you ad- 
| Vance nothing but what 18 true. 


F ORTIET It DAY. 


OULOUFE promiſed Dilara to ks ok of this! He . 
to elude, if poſſible, the evils that threatened him; 
and the hopes they both had, that by this expedient they 


ſhould oblige the Cady to let them live together, quieted 
their preſent fears. Led inſenſibly by the ſondneſs of 
their hearts, they turned their thoughts off from the pre- 


ſent ills that might befal them, and indulged, themſelv es 
in the enjoy ment of their preſent happineſs. 


They paſſed the remaining part of the day, and the 


whole night, like two TEK, that ſeemed to want ſor no- 


thing to complete their joys ; but when theſun was now 


riſen upon the city, their tranſports were ſoon- inter- 


rupted. The officers of the Cady, conducted by T aher, 


came up to the chamber door; they knocked rudely, 


crying out, up, up, Seigneur Hulla; it is time yon ap- 


pear before the judge; make haſte to riſe. The ſon of 
Abdallah groaned out a deep ſigh at theſe words, and 


the lady began to weep. Unhappy Couloufe, ſaid ſhe, 


What a price doſt thou pay for thy wiſe! my princels, 
anſwered he, dry up your tears, | entreat you; they af- 
flict my very ſoul. Let us not give ourſelves up to de- 
ſpair, but rather re-animate our ho pes. Why ſhould we 
not expect the beſt from Heaven; I am inclinable to be- 


lieve it will come in to my afliſtance : Methinks! already 
feel the influence of ſome ſuperior power ; my courage 


redoubles, and "uy firm heart ſhall tremble at no- darigers. 
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When he had thus ſpoke, he put on his garments, ſet 
open the door, and followed the officers, who conducted 


him to the Cady. Mouzaffer and his ſon went along 
with them, and ſeemed to labour under great uneaſinefs 
of mind. As ſoon as Couloufe came into the preſence of 


the judge, Well, Hulla, ſays he to him, how do you find 
yourlelf diſpoſed to-day ? are you not wiſer than you 


were yeſterday? will it be expedient to ply you with 


freih battinadoes, to perſuade you to put away your 
wife? I can hardly believe it. Doubtleſs you have made 


many wholeſome reflections by this time, and conſidered 
with yourſelf, that it were madneſs. in a man like you, 
worth nothing, to ſet up for keeping a wife, to which he. 


can never have. the leaſt pretenſions. My lord and maſ- 
ter, replies Couloufe, may the life of a magiſtrate like 
you laft many ages ; but I am not 4 man. worth no⸗ 
thing. My birth is not obſcure, as you have ima- 
gined it to be. And tince | find it of abſolute neceſ- 
tity to make myſelf known, I muſt inform you, that 
my name is Rucneddin, and that I am the only fon of 
a merchant of Cogende, who is known by the name of 
Maflaoud. My father can boaſt of greater riches than 
Mouzaffer; and if he knew the neceſſities that preſs 


me, and the mar riage | have undertaken, he would ſend 
me ſuch a number "of cameis loaded with gold, that all 


the women of Samarcande would envy the good fortune 
of the lady whom J have taken to be my wife. What, 
becauſe I was ſet upon by robbers not far from this city, 
and left by them deftitute of every thing, ſo that I was 
forced to retire into a moſque for ſubſiſtence, do you 
from thence conclude me to be a man of mean cir- 
cumſtances! I ſhall ſoon let you fee how much you 
are deceived in me: I will inſtantly write to my fa- 
ther, who ſhall no ſooner have received my letters, 
than he will make vaſt remittances of money to me in 
this city. | 

As ſoon as Couloufe had made this declaration, the 
Cady {aid to him, You are the only ſon then of a rich 
merchant of Cogende, and it 1s only by accident and 
misfortune that you came to be in want? Even lo, replies 


the ſon of Abdallah. You may ſee by me, Sir, that I 
am not a wretch nurſed up in poverty and in the duſt. 
And 
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And why, young man, ſaid the judge, did you not make 
this known to us yeſterday ? then thould 1 not have ſuf- 
fered you to be ſo roughly treated. Seigneur, adds he, 
turning to Mouzaffer, what the Hulla informs us of, 
| makes a great alteration in the caſe before us; ſince he - 
is the only ſon of a conſiderable merchant, the laws do 
not allow us to conſtrain him to repudiate his wife. 
Alas! Seigneur Cady, interrupts him Taher, do you give 
credit to this impoſtor? he gives himſelf out for the ſon of 
Maſſaoud to ſhelter himſelf from farther puniſhment, and 

to gain time. That is an affair beyond my determina- 
| tion at preſent, replies the judge; whether what he has 

_ affirmed be a truth or a falfehood, I cannot anfwer pro- 

ceeding any farther with him; all that I can do more in 

favour of you is to oblige tha Hulla to make good what 
he advances. Upon which Mouzaffer anſwered, We 
defire no more: I will likewiſe be at the expence of ſend- 
ing an expreſs to Cogende. '{ know Maſſaoud, havin 
ſeen him here ſometimes : I know, likewile, that he is a 
very rich merchant ; and if the Hulk proves to be his 
ſon, we will give up Dilara to him. Agreed, ſays 
Taher : but | think it will be but reafonable to keep the 
new- Married couple apart till the courier returns. That 
is contrary to all cuſtom and order, anſwers the Cady ; : 
the wite ought to remain with her huſband ; there 18 no 
taking her from him, without doing 1 to the very 
laws. Send therefore a man to Cogende, which is but 
ſeven days journey diſtant ſrom hence; in fifteen days we 
ſhall know what we are to think of the Hula. If he is 

the ſon of Maiſaoud, he ſhell not put away the lady; but 
then, I ſwear by the black ſtone of the tacred temple of 
Mecca, and by the holy grove of Medina, where the 
tomb of our Prophet lies, if he deceives us, that the im- 
poltor ſhall end the courſe of his days by a cruel and igno- 
minious puniſhment. | 
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FORTY-FIRST DAY. 


HIS affair being thus decided by the Cady, the 
parties concerned were diſmifſed. Mouzafter and 

his ſon diſpatched one of their domeſtics to Cogende, 
with inſtructions to uſe all poſſible diligence to get a 
thorough information of what they were deſirous to 
know. As for Couloufe, he went directly to his lady, 
to give her an account of what had paſſed before the : 
judge. She was overjoyed with the news. My deareſt 
huſband, ſaid ſhe, all will go well; we have nothing 
farther to apprehend. Before the courier can return 


from Cogende, and even before he can arrive thither, 


we will both of us make our eſcape. We will go out 


from Samarcande by night, and make the beſt of our 
way to Bocara, where we may live upon my dowry, 
and enjoy a tranquillity, which it will not be in the 
power of our enemies to diſturb. 
Couloufe approved what Dilara propoſed. It was 
determined, therefore, that they ſhould ſave themſelves 
by flight; but as they were too narrowly watched in the 
Node he they now lived to be able to execute their 
deſign with ſafety, they thought it would be neceſſary to 
go. and lodge elſewhere ; that it might be expedient to 
- advertiſe Mouzaffer of their intentions to leave his houſe; 
and in caſe he put any ſtop to them, that they ſhould aſk 
leave of the Cady to change their lodgings. This being 
concerted before hand, the ſon of Abdallah went, with- 
out loſs of time, to find out Mouzaffer and oy {on. 
He told them that he intended that very day to leave 
their houſe; that he was reſolved, fince by the laws he 
Was 1 175 over his own wife, to difpoſe of her as he 
thought fit, and to carry her where he pleaſed. Mouzaffer 
and his dan. you may be ſure, were far from conſentin 
to what he propoſed. Taher more particularly proteſted 
that he would never ſufter Dilara to go from under his 
roof. Couloufe, on the other hand, was obſtinate in his 


demands; 
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demands; fo that they were once more under a neceflity 


of having recourſe to the Cady. 3 5 

The judge, informed of the diſpote, which broug 
them again before him, aſked the Hulla why he was 
unwilling to remain any longer with Mouzaffer. Sir, 


replies the fon of Abdallah, I remember often to have 


heard Maſſaoud, my father, ſay, that when we live with 


our enemies, we ſhould take care to ſeparate ourſelves 
from them as ſoon as may be. For which reaſon, 1 


in it prudent to change my habitation, while the) 
wait for the return of the meſlenger from Cogende: m 


Wife likewiſe defires it as much as Ido. At this Taber 


cried out, Ah, thou utterer of falſhoods! Dilara has not 

eaſed to weep, and to afflict herſelf ever ſince ſhe was 
married to this wretch; and yet he has the impudence 
to ſay, that the cannot bear to live under my roof! 
Yes, anſwers Couloule, | have ſaid it, and ] repeat it 
once more: My wife loves me, and longs for nothing 
ſo much as to be far from you. If this be falſe, if the 


herſelf does not atteft what I have advanced, I am pre- 


pared to put her from me this inſtant. Seigneur Cad 

ſays Taher, then you hear what he has ſaid : I take him 
at his word. Give your orders to have Dilara brought 
hither, and let her ſpeak for herſelf, I give my conſent, 


anſwers the judge. Co, Nayb, adds he, turning to 


Daniſchemend, who was preſent, return to Mouzaffer's, 
and let Dilara know that I defire to ſpeak with her: 
bring her hither this moment. We ſhall toon ſee how 
ſhe ſtands affected; and | pronounce, if ſhe does not fall 
in with what the Hulla has advanced, that ſhe thall 
inſtantly be repudiated. 

The Nayb was very expeditious in acquitting himſelf 
of his commiſiion ; he brought the lady into the preſence 
of the judge, who, as ſoon as ſhe drew near to him, 


immediately aſked her whether ſhe defired to leave 


Mouzaffer's houſe, and whether ſhe loved the Hulla 
more than her firit huſband. Taher made no doubt but 
that ſne would declare in favour of him; and triumphing 
already in his own thoughts, he put in before ſhe could 
anſwer, ſaying, Speak, Madam; declare the real ſenti- 
ments of your heart, and you will this day be delivered 
from the man you hate. Then the daughter of Boyruc, 
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breaking filence, ſaid, Since I have ſuch an aſſurance 
given me, I ſhall declare the very ſecret of my heart. 
The whole tenderneſs of my ſoul is towards my ſecond 
huſband, the ſon of Mafſaoud; and I moſt humbly 
entreat the Seigneur Cady to give his orders that we ma 
have permiffion to lodge ourſelves out of Mouzaffer's 
houſe, Very well, ſays the judge, then addrefling him- 
{elf to the firſt buſband, you fee, Sir, the Hulla is no 
utterer of falſhoods, and that he knows very well what 
he affirms. Ah the traitreſs | cries Taher, aſtoniſhed 
with the frank confeſſion of the lady, how is it poffible | 
ſhe can be ſo far ſeduced ſince yeſterday ? 1 am ſorry to 
hear it for your fake, replies the Cady; but my duty 
calls upon me to give them full liberty to go and lodge 
where they pleaſe. Will you then, ſays Taher, ſutter 
this ſtranger to triumph over me, and to remain in quiet 
poſſeſſion of Dilara, without being affured that he is 
truly the ſon of Maſſaoud ? Not fo neither, anſwers the 
judge; if he proves to be other than what he gives him- 
ſelf out for, if he appears a wretch and an impoſtor in 
the end, 1 will put him to death for attempting to deceive 
us. And do you imagine, ſays the fon of Mouzaffer, if 
he thinks himſelf liable to the tentence you have pro- 
nounced upon him, that he can be ſo inconſiderate as 
to remain within the walls of this city till our meſfenger 
returns from Cogende? It can never be; it is more 
reaſonable to believe that his intentions are to quit. 
Samarcande, and that he may probably engage the lady 
to follow him; — nay, to me it feems evident that the 
have already concerted matters together, and that the 
change their habitation for no other reaſon but to be the 
better able to execute ſuch a reſolution. That may 
very well be, replies the Cady; and I ſhall take care 
about it. Let them be lodged in whatever part of the 
city they pleaſe, I will undertake to have them cloſely 
obſerved by a numerous and a vigilant guard, who will 
give me a ſtrict account of all their motions: 
U pon the whole, Couloufe and Dilara obtained leave 
to quit the houſe of Mouzaffer. I. hey went out of it 
that very day, and lodged in a public inn. They pur- 
chafed Tome flaves to ſerve them. They wanted for 
nothing; the lady had a considerable dowry, as well as a 


great 
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great number of jewels. They gave themſelves up to 
the enjoyments of life; the ſatisfaction of having it now 
in their power to abandon themſelves, without reſtraint, 
to love, diſperſed the melancholy reflections that other- 
wiſe might ariſe from looking forward to the uncom- 
fortable proſpe& which lay before them. They lived as 
if the Cady had placed no ſpies upon them that might 
binder their eſcape, or as if Couloufe had really been 
the ſon of Maſſaoud, and they expected only agreeable 
news from Cogende. Os EE 


FORTY-SECOND DAY. 
J OTWITHSTANDING the great care which 


Mouzaffer and his ſon took to keep the adventure 
of the Hulla from the knowledge of the world, the 
ſecret took vent by degrees, and became ſo much the 
fub,ect of diſcourſe in Samarcande, that a great man 
perſons of the firſt rank were defirous to fee the famed 
lovers; ſo that Couloufe and Dilara now became the 
mark of the public curioſity, received every day freſh 
viiits | | | | 
- Amongſt: others, there came one day to their lodgings 
a man of a courtly garb and mien, who told them he 
was one of the Kiny's officers; that he had heard what 
_ Paſſed at the Cady's; and that he came to afſure them 
that he intereſted himſelf in their fortunes. In a word, 
he offered them his ſervices with ſo good a grace, and b 

his addreſs ſo thoroughly perſuaded them of the ſincerity 
of his intentions towards them, that they thought they 
could not do too much to expreſs their gratitude to him. 
They invited him to their table; and to tignify the more 
than ordinary eſteem they had for him, Dilara laid afide 
her veil. The officer, upon this, aſtoniſhed with the 
beauty of the lady, could not retrain trom crying out, 
Ah, Seigneur Hulla; I am no longer ſurpriſed at the 
firmneſs and reſolution with which you were animated 
before the judge! They fat down to a table ſet out 
with a great variety of the moſt delicate meats. The 


ſlaves, 
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Mlaves, after dinner, brought in ſome red wine of Chiras, 
White wine of Kiſmiſche, and Amber-Roſolli ; then the 
perfumes were ſerved round. This done, the lady 
ordered a tabor to be brought, which ſhe played upon, 


accompanying it with her voice to an air in the Uzzal 


meaſure. Then ſhe called for a lute, which ſhe tuned 


Herſelf, and played upon it with a manner and a grace 
that charmed the officer of the King. Laſt of all, ſne 


took a guitar, and ſung a pathetic air in the meaſure 
called Nava, which i is always made uſe of to exprets the 
lamentations of abſent lovers. 


This, it feems, was a ſong ſhe had compoſed at 


eee ee after the diſgrace of Coulouſe; and as ſhe 


ſung, the paſſion and ' tenderneſs of her notes made a 


deep impreſſion upon his mind. His face was overcaſt 
with ſadneſs, and in a little time the tears guſhed from 
his eyes. 

The officer of the King obſerved him with oreat "I 


priſe, and took the liberty to alk him what could occa- 


ſion him to pour forth ſuch an abundance of tears? 
Alas, Sir! anſwers the ſon of Abdallah, what can it 
avail you to know the cauſe why my eyes overflow? 
The knowledge of it would be of as little uſe to you, as 
it would be Truitletfh for me to tell it. I have been 
tracing over my paſt mistortunes in my mind; : and when 
I think of thoſe that ſtill hang over my head, I am born 


O 
down with a torrent of grief. The officer of the King 


would not reit fatished with this anſwer. Young ſtranger, 
ſays he, in the name of every thing that is ſacred, * 


conjure you, relate to me your adventures. It is not 
out of curioſity that 1 preſs to hear them; 1 find myſelf 


| ſtrongly diſpoſed to ſerve you, and you perhaps will have 


no reaſon to repent of the confidence you ſhall place in 
me. Tell me who you are; for I plainly perceive you are 


not 1gnobly born. Speak, and hide nothing from me. 
Sir, replies Couloufe, my hiſtory is ſomewhat long, and 
may prove tedious to you. No, no, replies the officer ; AB 


and ] entreat you not to omit the ſmalleſt circumſtance. 
Then the ſon of Abdallah began the recital of his adven- 
tures, and ran through the whole without any relerve. 
He confeſſed to him that he was not the fon of Maſſaoud, 
but that he had recourſe to that impoſtor as the only 


means 
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means to ſecure bimfelf 5 in the poſſeſſion of Dilara, But, 
adds he, the falſhood J advanced has not proved anſwer= 


able to my expectations. My word was not taken, and 
a courier was immediately diſpatched to Cogende, who 
in three days more will return; ſo that the C ady, who 


has ſet a ſtrict watch upon us, will ſoon diſcover the | 


cheat, and puniſh me for it by an ignominious death. 
But yet, it is not even that which aMicts me; it is that 


I ſee the fatal hour approach which will ſeparate me for 


ever from the object of my love; it is that thought alone 


that weighs down my ſoul with affliction. 
While he went on ſpeaking in this manner, intermix- 


ing tighs and tears with his diſcourſe, the lady's eyes 
overflowed from the fulneſs of her "EASY and it was 


manifeſt, from the great concern ſhe thewed, that her 


emotions of grief correſponded with thoſe of Couloufe. 


The officer of the King, obſerving the ſympathy of their 


forrow, was touched "with compaſſion. Tender and 
loving pair, ſaid he, your afflictions affect me deeply: I 
earneſily with I had the power to ſerve you, and to fave 


you both from the inſupportable grievance of a ſepara- 
tion. Would to heaven, O young man, I could avert 
the misfortune that threatens you ſo near at hand; but it 


ſeems to me almoft impoſſible. The Cady is a vigilant 


and inflexible magiſtrate; there is no hopes of eſcaping 
his watchful eye, nor of prevailing upon him to pardon 
a deceiver. The only wholefome counlel I can give 
you, 1s to place your whole confidence 1n that Prov idence 
who can ſet open the cloſeſt priſons, and over-rule the 
moſt infurmountable difficulties; implore his aſſiſtance 


by fervent prayers, and do not deſpair of a happy 


deliverance, although the paths that lead to it are covered 
with darkneſs, and hid from human fight. At theſe 
words the officer took leave of Couloufe, and of the 
lady, and went his way. 

It muſt be allowed, fays the daughter of Boyrue, that 
there is a very odd kind of men in the world. They 
ſhall come of their own accord, and offer you their 
ſervices; if you ſeem to labour under any great affliction, 
they ſhall preſs you to make them acquainted with your 
grievances, and ſhall promiſe you ſomereliet; and when, 
by their compliments and importunity, they have 
brought JM to latisfy their curioſity, they ſhall leave 


you 
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ou to comfort yourſelf, by exhorting you to patience, 

hen this man began, by making a 0 of entering ſo 
_ warmly into our intereſts, who. could ! imagine but that 
he had a deſign of being in ſome meaſure ſerviceable to 
us, or at leaſt of uſing his utmoſt endeavours in our be- 
half? and yet, after obliging us to a tedious recital of our 
adventures, he takes leave of us abruptly, and turns us 
over to Providence! Madam, ſays the fon of Abdallah, 


what would you have him do for us? let us not wrong 


him in our thoughts. He has too much the appearance : 


v5 
of a man of honour to be ſuſpected of urging me to the 


relation of my miſeries, with no other intent put to gra- 
1 tity his curiofity. Without doubt his heart is diſpoſed 
in favour of us; I am convinced of it from his gene- 
rous pity, which appeared even in his filence. But he 


finds it impracticable to extricate us out of the diffi- 


culties that ſurround us; what could he ſay more? and 
indeed whence can we expect tuccour? the hand of 


Heaven alone has power to deliver me out of my preſent | 


0 danger. | 


22 —— 
FORTY-THIRD DAY. 
HIS unfortunate pair raiſed a mutual commiſeration 


in the hearts of each other, by reflecting upon the 
horror of their deſtiny; they employed the two ſucceed- 


ing days in ſighs and lamentations; in the midſt of 


which they ſtil! thought upon expedients for their 
ſafety. They attempted to aſſail the fidelity of their 


guards, but found they were not to be corrupted. In 


the mean time the fifteen days were now expiring ; and 
the fatal day was come on which the metſenger was 


expected from Cogende, —a day as much dreaded by 


them two, as it was impatiently withed for by the ſon 
of Mouzafter, 
When the- firſt —— of this nncomfortable day ap- 
peared upon the windows of Couloufe's apartment, this 
oung man, thinking never more to ſee the ſun riſe, got 


up from his bed to prepare himſelf for death. He caſt 


his 
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his eyes upon his wife with looks full of grief and de- 
ſpair, and ſaid to her, in a feeble broken accent, Adieu; 


I go to accompliſh my deſtiny, and to pay the forfeit ok 
my head to the Cady : as for you, fair Dilara, live and 
be happy ; do not quite baniſh from your remembrance 
the man who has loved you with ſo much tendernels, 


Ah, Couloufe, cries the lady, burſting into tears, do you 


go to die, and do you exhort me to live! can you think 
that there is any enjoyment in life for me? Cruel and 
unkind! would you have me then linger out my days in 
miſery and anxiety of mind ? no, no, I will : accompany 
you to the laſt, and lay myſelf down to reſt in the ſame 
ſepulchre with you. Taher, the deteſtable Taher, ſhall 
at once ſee the diſſolution of what he hates and what he 


loves: never ſhall he have the pleaſure to triumph in thy 


death. But wheretore is it requiſite that you ſhould die? 
it is to me alone the puniſhment is due; it is your wife 


who has urged you on to perjury ; it is ſhe who ſug- 

veſted the falſchood to you which they would expiate 
with your life. It is I then who am the proper victim; 
at leaſt it is but uit that I ſhould not go unpuniſhed. 
Come on then; let us go to the place prepared for your 
execution. 1 to let the world ſee, that 1 had 
rather die with you, than be left behind. 

The ſon of Abdallah combated the reſolutions of the 
lady; he conjured her not to give him ſo fatal a pledge 
of her affection. Dilara on the other hand, perſiſted in 
her obſtinacy to die with him; and prayed him not to 
endeavour at oppoſing the purpoſe of her ſoul. They 
continued to urge their reaſons warmly on both ſides, 
when they heard a great noiſe at the gate towards the 
ſtreet, and immediately they ſaw the Cady enter the 
court, followed by ſeveral perſons, amogſt whom there 
appeared Mouzaffer with his ſon. This fight ſtruck ſuch 
terror into the heart of the daughter of Boyruc, that ſhe 
fainted away; and while ſhe was ſupported by ſome 
| flaves, who ſtepped in to her aſſiſtance, Couloute took 
that opportunity, for a moment, to run forward to meet 
the Cady ;- but the judge, far from coming to carry him 
to his execution, bowed to him, and ſaid with ſmiles in 
his looks, Sir, the meſſenger who was ſent to Cogende, 
is come back, accompanied by one of the ſervants of 

Matſnoud 
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Maſſaoud, your father; he has ſent you forty camels laden 
with ſtuffs, with fine linen; and other merchandizes. We 
no longer queſtion your being the ſon of this wealthy 
| merchant : and we entreat you to forget the rough treat- 
ment you "have met with from us. 

When the judge had made an end of addreing Cou- 


louſe in this manner, to his great amazement, Mouzaffer 
and his fon ſignified to the Hulla their great regret for the 


8 
baſtinadoes he had undergone. give up, ſays 'Taher to 


him, all my preteniions to Dilara; I no longer diſpute 


Your right to her; and I turn her over entirely to you, 


upon condition, if the fancy ſhouid take you to repudiate 
her ſoon, and to renew the marriage contract with her 
afterwards, that you likewiſe will make choice of me for 


your Hulla, Couloufe knew not what to think of all 


this; he apprehended it to be but mockery from aher and 

the C ady, and feared they would ſoon ſpeak to him in a 

very different phraſe ; when there came up to him a ſort 

of a ſlave, who took his hand to kits, and preſenting a 

letter to him, ſaid, Sir, your father and your mother are 

both of them in good health ; they are impatient for your 
return; their eyes and their ears do, as it were dwell 
upon the road that leads to Cogende. 

At theſe words bluſhes began to riſe in the cheeks of 
Couloufe ; and not knowing what anſwer to make, he 
took the letter, then, breaking it open, be found it con- 

tain the following lines: — Thanks be to Heaven alone, 

and bleſſings ſhowered down upon the great Prophet, 


upon his houſhold and upon his friends. My deareſt 
| ſon, from the time that you ceaſed to bleſs mine eyes, 1 


have taken no reſt. I lie down upon the thorns of unea- 
ſineſs; the poiſon of your abſence prey upon my heart, 
and inſenſibly conſumes my very life. By the meſſenger 
who was ſent to me by the Seigneur Mouzaffer, I am 
informed of all that has befallen you. Without any loſs 
'of time, I gave orders to load forty black camels with 
large eyes, to be ſent in all diligence to Samarcande, with 
merchandizes of divers kinds, under the conduct of Gioher, 
the captain of my carriages. Write me inſtantly an ac- 
count of your preſent well-being, that our hearts may be 
comforted with een, , and 0 our health reſtored. 


NMASS AOUD. 
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Scarce had the ſon of Abdallah made an end of read- 
ing this letter, when he ſaw forty camels enter the 
court, as coming from Cogende. The Captain Gioher 
_ faid to him, My lord and my matter, give orders if you 

pleaſe, to have the camels unloaded, and to lay the bails 
of goods up in ſome great hall. What, in the name of 
wonder, can all this mean? ſays Couloufe to himtelf, J 
have ſeen a great many ſurpriſing things come to pals, 
but by Aly, this is fomewhat that ſurpaſſes even admi- 
ration! The captain Gioher accoſts me as if he had long 
ſince known me; the Cady and Mouzaffer feem to take 
all theſe appearances tor truth :. be it fo then; and al- 
though the whole be paſt my comprehenſion, let me 1 Y 
however make the beſt uſe J can of it. Fortune, per- A] | 
haps, intends to ſave by one of her uſual caprices ; or | 
Heaven is pleaſed to employ a miracle in my favour, 


* Inn 3 1 
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FORTY-FOURTH DAY. 

D Het greatly ſoever Couloufe might be aſtoniſhed 

& with this extraordinary event, he had the preſence 

of mind to diſſemble his ſurpriſe. He ordered the bails 

to be carried into the hall, and that care ſhould be taken 
of the camels. He likewiſe took upon him to put queſ=-. 
tions to the conductor of the camels. Gioher, ſays he, 1 
now tell me ſome news of our family ; are my friends L 
and relations all well at Cogende ? every one, anſwers . 
Gioher, is in perfect health, excepting your father, who | 
count over the tedious moments of your abſence : 
he charged me to let you know, that it is his deſire 
you ſhould make what haſte you can to reviſit Co- 
gende, and bring the lady you have eſpouſed along with 

nr | 

5 While Gioher ſpoke to this effect, the Cady, Taher, 
and his father took their leave of the ſon of Abdallah, 
and went to their homes, fully perſuaded that he was the | 
ſon of Mafſaoud ; but the judge, before he went away, | 
diſmiſſed the guard which he had placed upon the new j 
married couple, When they were all of them gone, | 
| Couloufe 
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Couloufe returned into the apartment, where he bad leſt 
Dilara. This lady, by the diligence of her flaves, was 
now brought to herſelf again. Couloufe acquainted her 
with what had paſſed, and ſhewed her the letter from 
Maſſaoud. She had not quite peruſed the letter, when 


the cried out, All cxacious Heaven, to you alone it is 


that we owe our thanks for this aſtoniſhing deliverance ! 


to you who have taken pity upon two faithful lovers, 
whoſe hearts you firit united. Madam, ſays the ſon of 


Abdallah, it is not yet time to {et our hearts open to the 


: impreſſions of joy; our troubles are not come to an end; 


to an end, do I ſay? no, no; my apprehenſions are 
greater than ever. You have put me upon aſſuming 
the name of a man who, without doubt, is in Samar ms 


cande; the ſon of Maſſaoud muſt needs be in this city. 
His father writes to him, and ſends him forty camels 
laden with merckandizes, under the conduct of G1oher, 
This Gioher, who probably never ſaw the ſon of his 


maſter, has been miſled by the meſſenger Mouzaffer ein- 


ployed; fo that it is eaſy to comprehend all that has hap- 
pened. This miſtake, J muſt agree, might be of ſignal 
ſer vice to us, if it could be ſuppoſed to faſt ſome time. 
Nothing could obſtruct our flight, becauſe we have no 
watch upon us : but the rumour, upon the arrival of theſe 
camels, is, I fear, already ſpread through the city ; the 
true ſon of Maſſaoud will hear of it, and go to the Cady, 
who will rectify the miſtake. W ho knows but by this 
the judge may be upon his return to ſeize me and carry 
me to juſtice. 

Thus reaſoned Couloufe ; diſtracted between his hopes 
and his fears, he was more reſtleſs in his mind than when 
he had taken his reſolutions to meet his deſtiny : he ex- 
pected every moment to ſee 'Faher and the Cady enter, 
enraged and diſabuſed: his diſquiets redoubled upon him 
every inſtant. While he was in this great petplexity of 

mind, the officer of the King, the very ſame perſon who 
had bien with him two days 8 came in. Seigneur 
Hulla, ſaid he as he entered, I hear your calamities have 


an end, and that Heaven at laſt has looked upon you 


with an eye of favour, I come to congratulate your 
2 fortune, and at the ſame time to reproach you: you 

ave not dealt ſincerely by me: why did you tell — 
that 
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that you were not the ſon of Maſſaoud? My dear De) 


replies the ſon of Abdallah, 1 have told you the truth. I 


never ſaw Cocende ; i} am a native of Damas, as I aſſured 


you before, My father died long ago; and J have long 
ago diſſipated the whole patrimony which I inherited 


% 


from him. Nevertheleſs, teicins the officer, I am told 


you have received forty came!s laden with divers kinds 
of merchandize, and that Mafſaous! writes to you as if 


you were his ſon. True it is, anſwered Coujoufe, that I 
have received his letter and his ſtuffs, which notwith- 


ſtanding, I am not his ſon. The officer defired to be in- 
formed in the particulars of what happened; and when 


the Hulla had related every circumſtance, he ſaid, I am 
apt to believe with you, that this muſt be a miſtake, and 


that the fon of Maſſaoud is in Samarcande. For this 


reaſon, if I might adviſe, you would do well to make 
your eſcape this very night. We deſign to attempt it, 
replies Couloufe; and if the Cady does but continue in 
his error t1}] to-morrow, we think we cannot fail of ſuc- 


ceſs. You ſhould hope the beſt, anſwers the officer, 


and not ſufter your tears to grow too prevalent : Heaven, 


without doubt, is not willing you ſhould periſh, ſince b 


an event that ſeems miraculous, it has for the preſent deli- 
vered you from the ſentence which was pronounced againſt 
you. He purſued his diſcourſe with arguments yet fuller 


of comfort to diſſipate the terrors of the two lovers, who, 
he ſaw, ſtill remained under the greateſt apprehenſions of 
danger ; then he bid them adicu, withing them all manner 
of proſperity. 1 5 


When Couloufe and Dilara perceived themſelves to be 


_ alone; they began to conſult about their flight, and to ſet 


every thing in order for it. They expected the night with 
impatience; but before it was dark, they were ſurpriſed 
with a great noiſe, and ſaw, at the ſame time, ſeve- 
ral horſe- guards enter the court of the inn. This unex- 
pected ſight ſtruck terror into the new- married pair; they 
concluded the Cady was now come to ſearch for the ſon 
of Abdallah to put him to death. The fright, neverthe- 


leſs, was of no long continuance : they were the King's 


guards ; and the captain who commanded them, alight- 


ang from his horſe, went up into the apartments where 


Couloufe and his wife were, with a packet in his hand. 


He 
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He ſaluted each of them with great reſpect: then ad- 
dreſſing himſelf to the huſband, Sir, ſaid he, I come 
hither by orders from the great Uſbec-Can ; he is defirous 


to ſee the ſon of Maſſaoud : he has heard all your adven- 


ture, but would willingly be entertained with it from your 


own mouth. He ſends you this robe of honour, that 
you may be in a ſuitable dreſs to appear in his preſence. 


he ſon of Abdallah would gladly have been excuſed 


from going to ſatisfy the curiofity of the King, but he ſaw 


himſelf under a neceſſity to obey. He put on the robe 
of honour, and went out with the captain of the guards, 


When they came down into the court, the captain di- 


rected him towards a mule, with a bridle and ſaddle of 


gold ſet with diamonds, where a page, richly dreſſed, 
held the ſtirrup: Be pleaſed, Sir, {aid he to him, to 
mount upon that royal mule, and ] ſhall conduct you 
to the palace. Couloute went up to the mule, when 
the page, kiſſing the ſtirrup, held it to him; imme- 


diately the Hulla fixed his foot in it, and vaulting 


lightly into the ſaddle, rode along with the 


guards to 
the palace. | 


2 


FORTY-FIFTH DAV. 


\ Sſoon as he arrived at the palace, the officers of the 
of the King came out to receive him, and then con- 
ducted him to the entrance of the hall, where this Prince 


uſed to give audience to ambaſſadors. There the Grand 


Vizier took him by the hand, and introduced him into 
the hall, where the King, clothed in robes, ſtudded 
over with diamonds, rubies, and emeralds, was ſeated 
upon a throne of ivory, ſurrounded with all his nobles, 
the grandees of Tartary. Couloufe was dazzled with 
the ſplendour that ſhone round Uſbec-Can ; inſtead 
of lifting up his eyes to the Prince, he caſt his looks 
downward, and went to proſtrate himſelf before the 
throne, 


The 
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The King, perceiving the dread and awe that hung 

upon him, took an occaſion to ſpeak to him; Son of 

Maſſaoud, ſays he, I am informed, that ſome very extra- 

ordinary adventures have befallen you; I deſire you will 
yourſelf relate them to me, and hide nothing from me. 

Couloufe, ſtruck with the accent of the voice which ut 
tered theſe words, lifted up his eyes, when, recollecting 

in the King the very perſon that came to vitit him, whom 

he had taken for an officer belonging to Utbec-Can, and 
to whom he had entruſted all his ſecrets, he fell with his 
face to the earth, and burſt out into tears. The Vizier, 

_ railing him, ſaid to him, Fear nothing young man; ap- 
proach the King, and kiſs the hem of his garment. The 
ſon of Abdallah, trembling and full of Sade drew 

near to the feet af the King, and kiſſed the hem of his gar- 

ment; then retiring ſome ſteps, he ſtood up, and kept 
his head bowed down upon his breaſt. But Uſbec-Can 
ſuffered him not to remain long in that poſture: he came 
down from his throne, and taking him by the hand, he 
led him into his cloſet, where he ſaid to him, Couloute, 
henceforward ſet thy mind at eaſe, and never more ap- 
pPrchend the changes of fortune: you ſhall not be ſepa- 
rated from Dilara; you ſhall live with he in my court; 
and you ſhall hold the fame dignity and favour with me | 
that you once enjoyed at Caracorum under King Mirge- 
han. Upon the report that was made to me of your great 
fidelity to your wife, 1 came to make you a viſit out of 
curiotity : | was pleaſed with you, and the confidence 
that you placed in me, engaged me to reſolve with myſelf 
at once to fave your life, and to eſtabliſh for ever your 
union with the object of your love; all which I brought 
about in the manner you have ſeen. The forty camels 
which you have at preſent were taken out of my ſtables; 

I gave orders to buy the ſtuffs with which they were 
loaded ; and Gioher, who conducted them, is an eunuch, 
who very rarely goes out of the ſeragh ; the letter 

which you received was written by my Debirkhafle : - and 
for fear the courier ſent by Mouzaffer ſhould come and 
diſcover all, I ſent yeſterday one of my officers to meet 
him upon the road to Cogende, and to order him from 
me to deliver ſuch a meſſage to his maſter as ſuitable 


to my purpoſe, This was a . in which I had 
a mind 
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a mind to gratify myſelf, and I have enjoyed it in 


perfection. 
When the King had made an end of ſpeaking, Cel. 


loufe proſtrated himfaf at his feet, thanked him for his 


great goodneſs, and vowed to have it in everlaſting 


remembrance. The young man brought Dilara to 


the palace that very day. Uſbec-Can appointed them 


a magnificent apartment, together with a conſiderable 
| penſion ; ; and gave orders to have the hiſtory of their 
loves tranſmitted to poſterity by the ableſt pon in 


Samarcande. 


When the nurſe of F vrraknas had RET finithed the | 
ſtory of Coulouſe, ſhe kept filence to hear what her miſ- 
treſs would fay to it. Not yet inclined to think favour- 


ably of the men, ſhe could by no means come in to the 
ſentiments of her women, who all of them declared, that 
the ſon of Abdallah had acquitted himſelf as a complete 
lover. No, no, ſays the Princeſs; when he was baniſhed 
from the court of the King of the Keraites, he left Cara- 
corum without taking his leave of Dilara, and even with- 
out ſo much as endeavouring to ſee her. I know very 


well how abruptly the King” s orders obliged him to de- 


part; but love has a thouſand expedients, and would 


have furniſhed him with the means of ſpeaking at leaſt 


with the daughter of Boyruc, if he had been inſpired 
with a true paſſion for her. But this is not all I have 
to lay to his charge: when he had been ſome days at 


Samarcande, he would not ſo readily have offered him- 
ſelf to forve as Hulla, if his lady had yet been ever ſo 


little miſtreſs of his affections. Then again, when he 
came to know the fair one, was he not conſenting to put 
her away? was he not inclining to keep bis oath ? nay, 


had he not actually done it if ſhe had not employed all 
arguments, even to her tears; to diſſuade him? a lover, 


whoſe paſſion burns ſtrongly in his breaſt, is not apt to 


be fo ſcrupulous. Madam, ſays Sultumeme, I grant that 


Couloufe firſt ſhewed himſelf ſenſible to the ties of ho- 
nour, and that methinks ſhould never turn to. his re- 
proach. I ſhould' rather admire a young man, whoſe 
ſoul ſhrinks at perjury, while his inclinations urge him 
ſtrongly to it ; I believe a lover of ſuch a temper will be 


moſt cligible, ſince his MIS may be depended 
upon 
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upon. But, Madam, adds ſhe, fince you are ſo very de- 
licate, I muſt beg leave to entertain you with another 
| ſtory, which may incline you to think your notions too 
refined, and which, perhaps, may touch you nearer than 
the adventures of either Couloufe or Aboulcaſem. No 
ſooner had the nurſe {poke theſe w ords, than all the 


women of the Princeſs cried out for joy, and expreſſed 


their impatience to hear of more adventures. When Far- 
ruknaz therefore had given her permiſſion, Sutlumeme 
- began 1 in hs manner. N 


rue HISTORY or PRINCE CALAF, AND OF THI 
: PRINCESS OF CHINA. 


O have heard the hiſtory of Couloufe, and now I 
ſhall relate to you that of Prince Calai, the fon of 
an ancient Can of the Nogais Lartars. The hiſtorians 
of thoſe times make a very honourable' mention of his 
name; they all agree, that in gracefulneſs of perlon, 111 
wit, and in valour, he ſurpaſſed all the Princes of the age 
in which he flouriſhed : they gave teſtimony to him, that 
he was etjual in learning to the greateſt doctors; cha he 
entered into the very myſtical ſenſe of the commentarics 
upon the Alcoran, and knew the proverbs of Mahomet 
by! heart: in a word, they Giingu ſhed Dir by the. glo- 
rious appellation of the Hero of Ava, and the Phoznix of 
the Falit. | 
We may take it for granted, from the time that this 
Prince had completed the age of eighteen years, thut he 
had not his equal perhaps in the world. He was the foul 
oft Timurtaſch, his father. When he ſpoke upon any de- 
liberation in council, the moſt experienced miniſters ad- 
mired his wiſdom = his knowledge in affairs. Beſides 
all this, if a war was at any time 40 be carried on, you 
might ſee him at the head of the troops of the empire, 
marching into the enemies country, giving them battle, 
and returning in triumph. He had already obtained 
ſeveral victories; and the Nogais were become ſo re- 


doubtable by their glorious ſucceſſes under his command, 
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that the neighbouring nations did not dare to give them the 


D 


leaſt diſquiet. Soc was the fituation of tae affairs of the 


Can, his father, when there came to his Court an ambaſſa- 


dor FG the Sultan of Carizme. When this miniſter re- 
_ ceived audience, he declared that his maſter had a right 
to demand a yearly tribute for the future from the Nogais 


Tartars; which, if they refuſed to pay, he ſhould come 


in perſon, and compel them to it, at the head of two hun- 
dred thoutand men; and that he would take from their 
ſovereign at once the forfeit of his crown and of his life, 


for not complying of his own accord, with his de- 


> 9 


mands. Ihe Can, upon this, aſſembled his council. It 


was deliberated whether the tribute ſhould be paid, rather 


than provoke ſo formidable an enemy; or whether nis 


menaces ſhould be ſet at nought. Calaf, and the greateſt 
part of thoſe who aflifted at council, were of the latter 
opinion; to that the amhaſſador was ditmifled with a 
refuſal. 

This done, deputies were e diſpatched into all the adja- 
cent countries, to repreſent to them, that it was their 
common intereſt to join with the Can againſt the Sultan 
of Carizme, whoſe ambition was fo boundleſs, that he 
would not fail one day to exact tribute likewiſe from 
them, if he once extorted it from the Nogais. The de- 


Puties ſucceeded in their negociations: the neighbouring 
nations, and amongit others the Circafſians, promiſed to 


>] 
enter into a league with the Can, and to aſſiſt him WER | 


fifty thouſand men. Upon theſe aflurances, this Princ 
made a new levy of froops; which he added to his hand 
ing forces. 

While the Nogais were buſted in theſe preparations, 
the Sultan of Carizme; on the other hand, aſſembled to- 
gether two hundred thoufand fi-hting men, and paſſed 
the Iaxartes at Cogende. He marched over the country 


of Hac and of Saganac, where he found a plenty of provi- 


ſions. He advanced as far as Jund before the army of the 


Can could take the field, under the command of Prince 


Calaf, becauſe the Ciccatfians and the other auxiliary 


troops were not in readineſs to Join him ſooner. © As ſoon 


as Calaf had received all the ſuccours he expected, he 


marched directly to Jund: but ſcarce was he got beyond 
Jenghikunt, when his couriers brought him intelli- 
gence 
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cence that the army were in fight, and came on to give 
him battle. The young Prince immediately commanded 
his army to halt, and diſpoſed his men in orger for the 
combat. | 


FORTY-SIXTH DAY. 


HE. two armies were near equal i in number; ind the 
1 people who compoſed them were equally of a war- 
like diſpoſition: ſo that the battle was fought with much 
obſtinacy and bloodſhed : It began with the dawn of the 
day, and laſied till the cloſe of the evening. The officers 
and ſoldiers behaved themſelves with great bravery on 
both ſides. 'The Sultan, during the action, did all that 
could poſſibly be performed hy a warrior conſummate in 
military affairs; and Prince Calaf acquitted himſelf far 
beyond expectation in ſo young a general. One while 
the victory ſeemed to declare for the Nogais Tartars, and 
then again for the Carizmains. So doubtful was the 
combat, that both the parties, triumphing in their turns, 
| ſounded a retreat at the approach of night, fully reſolved 
to renew the fight in the morning. But the general of 
the Circaſhans went privily by nicht to the pavilion of 
the Sultan, and gave him aTurances that he would aban- 
don the Nogais, "provided he would engage himſelf by a 
treaty, which he ſhould {wear religiouſly to oblerve, 
never to exact any tribute from the people of Cireaflia, . 
upon any pretext whatſoever. The Sultan accepted the 
' propoſal, and the treaty was concluded. The general 
regained his tent; and on the morrow, when the charge 
was ſounded through the army, the Circa were 5:6 
ſerved to draw off from their allies, and ſhape their march 
towards their own territories. 

Prince Calaf was very much gr jeved at this treachery-; ; 
and ſeeing himſelf now much interior in power, would 
fain have declined the combat, but that was not in his 
choice. The Carizmians began the attack warmly ; and 

taking the advantage of the ground, which allowed them 
"H'2 to 
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to nd their 1 they encompaſſed the Nogais on 
every ſide. They, nevertheleſs, though abandoned by 
the beſt of their auxiliary forces, and hemmed i in by 


the enemy, behaved themſelves with an uncaunted 


bravery. Animated by the intrepidity of their Prince, 
they cloſed their ranks, and for a long time ſuſtained the 
moſt violent aſſaults of the Sultan; when at laſt the Ca- 
Tizmians broke in upon them, and Calaf then, deſpairing 


of victory, thought only of the means of laving himſelf 


by flight. He poſted himſelf at the head of ſome choſen 
ſquadrons, and opened to himſelf a paſſage through the 
enemy. As ſoon as the Sultan was advertiſed of his re- 


treat; he detached fix thouſand horle to purſue him ; but 
the Prince eluded their purſuit, by ſtriking into by- roads. 
with which they were unacquainted ; ſo that in a few 
days aftar the battle, he arrived at his father's court, 


-where all hearts were filled with forrow and dread, for 
the ill ſucceſs that attended him. 


If this news afflicted Pimurtaſch, that which he re- 
ceived ſoon after, completed his deſpair, An officer 


eſcaped from the combat, brought intelligence, that the 


Sultan of Carizme had in a manner utterly {lain the No- 


gais with the edge of the ſabre; and that he advanced by 
ſpeedy marches, with a reſolution to put to death the 
whole family of the Can, and to reduce the nation to ac- 


knowledge him for their ſovereign. Then the Can re- 
pented that he ever reſuſed to pay the tribute,; but 
as the Arabian proverb ſays, repentance comes too late, 
when the city of Baſra lies in aſhes. The time was now 
ſhort, and it bezame neceſſary to think of a ſpeedy flight, 
for fear of falling under the power of the Sultan; there- 
fore the Can, the Princeſs Elmaze, his wite, and Calaf, 


taking the moſt valuable things out of their treaſure with 


them, departed from Aſtracan, their capital city. They 
were accompanied by ſeveral officers of the court, who 


reſolved not to forſake them in diſtreſs; as well as by the 


troops who had fought their way through the enemy 
with the young Prince. 


They ſhaped their courſe towards the greater Bulgarie, 


S 


with a deſign to ſue for refuge and protection under Tome 
ſovereign prince. They had now journeyed ſeveral days, 
and had ready galned the aſcent of Mount Caucaſus,when 
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a body of robbers, to the number of tour thouſand, who 
inhabited this mountain, came pourin 


N 1 : Q A 1 
a tempeſt, The troops that accompanied Calaf hardly 


- amounted to four hundred men; notwithſtanding which 
he made a ſtand againſt the robers, and even killed a great 
number of them: but his men were all cut to pieces in the 
engagement; and he was in the end left abſolutely in the 


power of the banditti. Some of them ſeized upon the 
riches they found, while others put to death the whole re- 
tinue of the Can. They ſpared only this Prince, his 


wife, and his ſon, whom they left almoſt naked in the 
| mi dſt of the mountain. 1 3 : 


It is not to be expreſſed how great was the grief of 


Timurtaſch when he faw himſelf reduced to this extre- 
mity ; he envied the deſtiny of thoſe wretches who were 


ſlain in his ſight ; and giving himſelf up to deſpair, he 


meditated attempts upon his own life. The Princeſs, 


on the other hand, melted into floods of tears, and made 
the rocks echo. with her cries and lamentations. Calaf 
alone had the ſtrength of mind to ſupport the weight of 


ſo great an affliction; ſeaſoned with the doctrines of the 


A.coran, and ſtrengthened by the proverbs of Mahomet 
concerning predeſtination, the firmnels of his ſoul was not 


to be ſhaken. What afflicted him molt was the extremity 


of grief which oppreſſed the Can and his wife, Oh my 


father! Oh my mother! ſaid he to them, ſink not under 


your misfortunes ; remember that it 1s the will of Heaven 


you ſhould be thus miſerable. Let us refign ourſelves to 
_ decrees that are not to be controuled. Are we the firſt 


Princes whom the, rod of divine juſtice has cauſed to 
ſmart? How many ſovereigns, before our days, have 
been driven out from their dominions, and after wander- 
ing long in foreign. countries, treated like vagabonds, 
have at laſt been brought back to their people, and rein- 
ſtated in their thrones? If Heaven has the power to take 
away. crowns, 1t has likewile the power to reſtore them. 
Let us hope, therefore, that Providence will compaſ- 
ſionate our ſufferings, and that better days will ſucceed 


after the ſtorm of adverſity which has overtaken us. 


He ſpoke much more to this purpoſe ; and as he ſpoke, 
his father and his mother dwelt upon his ſpeech, and felt 
a ſecret comfort riſe within their minds, In the end 
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his reaſons prevailed, I am ſatisfied, my ſon, ſays the 
Can; let us reiign ourſelves to the will of Heaven: and 
 tince all the evils that ſurround us in this life, are regiſ- 


tered upon the fatal table, let us bear them without mur- 
muring. Theſe diſcourſes ended, the Can, his wife, and 


his ſon continued their journey on foot, for the robbers 
had taken away their horſes, "They travelled ſeveral 
days, and lived upon the fruits which they found in the 
valleys. But in a few days more they found themſelxes 


 « bewildered in a deſart, where the barrenneſs of the ground 
produced nothing for their ſubſiſtence, ſo that their 
their ſtrength began to fail. The Can, already advanced 


in years, perceived his ſpirits flag apace; and the Princeſs, 
tired out with the tediouſneſs of the journey, was e 


able to ſupport her ſteps; inſomuch, that Calaf, thaugh 


very much haraſſed himſelf, to relieve them, bore them 
by turns upon his ſhoulders. 


And now they were all three ſorely prefſed with hunger 
and thirſt, and weariſomneſs at once, when they came 


to a place full of dreadful precipices. There aroſe a oy 
high hill, broken into frightful gaps and hollows, whic 
ſeemed very difficult and dangerous to pals; and there 


was no other way to come at a vaſt plain which lay on 


the other ſide; for on either part of the hill the countr 

appeared fo thick covered with thorns aud briars, that it 
ſeemed impracticable to gain a paſſage through them, 
When the Princeſs ſaw the terrible caverns that lay be- 
fore them, ſhe was fo affrighted, that the broke out in the 


loudeſt cries; and the Can himſelf, no longer able to 


bear his ſufferings with patience, abandoned himſelf to 


rage. It is enough, my ſon, ſaid he to the Prince, I re- 
ſign myſelf to my deftiny, and I yield to trials ſo fevere. 


] am determined to caſt myſelf headlong into one of theſe 
unſearchable gulphs, which Heaven, without doubt, has 
reſerved for my tomb. I will ſet myſelf free from the 


tyranny of my fortune: any death is preferrable to a life 


ſo full of pain. 
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 FORTY-SEVENTH, DAY, 


THE Can, giving himſelf up to the turbulent emo- 


tions of his heart, was preparing to plunge head- 


long into a gulph, when Prince Calat, catching him in 


his arms, withheld him. Ah, my father, fays he to 
him, what is it you attempt? Why are you thus tran- 
ried to ruin yourſelf? Are theſe the proofs you give of 
1 


at reſignation which you owe to the decrees of Heaven ? 


| Recolle& yourſelfawhile ; inſtead of ſhewing a rebellious | 
| impatience to the Divine will. let us endeavour, by our 


conſtancy and perſeverance, to merit favour and compat- 


fion from above. We are, | confeſs it, in very difficult 
_ circumſtances ; and we cannot attempt to travel through 
theſe unfathomavie depths without king our lives: but 


Sa +a 


: CASO a 


perhaps there is yet ſome other way to esme at the pray 
let it be my care to find it out. Do you, Sir, in the mean 


time, ſmooth your ruffled thoughts, and remain here with 


the Princeſs: I ſhall ſoon return. Go, my ton, replies 


the Can; we will expect you here. Fear nothing from 
my deſpair; I ſhall be able to keep it within bounds till 


your return, 


The young Prince compaſſed the hill on every fide, . 
without being able to find a paſſage. This afflicted him 
deeply, inſomuch that he fell proftrate to the earth; and, 


groaning out his ſorrow, he implored Heaven for ſuc- 
cour: then, raiſing himſelf from the ground, he endea- 


voured once more to diſcover ſome path that might lead 
him into the plain; and his labour was not loſt. And 
now, returning thanks to Heaven, that was his guide, he 


purſued the track which lay before him, till he came up 
to a tree that ſtood in the entrance to the plain. This 
tree overſhadowed a fountain of pure tranſparent water; 


he likewiſe perceived other trees, loaded with fruits of an 


extraordinary ſize. Tranſported with this diſcovery, he 


ſpeeded to give notice of it to his father and his mother, 


who received- the news with greater joy, in that they 


looked upon it as a mark of the immediate favour of 


f H 4 Heaven, 
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Ileaven, And believed that their miſeries began now to be | 
regarded with compaſſion. Calaf conducted them to the 
| ſountain, where they all three waſhed their faces and their 
hands, nd {laked the violent drought that conſumed 
them. After this they eat of the fruits that the young 


Prince gathered for them : which ſeemed the more ex- 
quiſite to them, becauſe they had faſted ſo long. Sir, 


ſaid Calaf to his father, you now lee that your murmur. | 
ings were too raſh : you imagined that Heaven had 
forſaken us; 1 implored aſſiſtance from above, and 


we are affified. The Supreme Power is not deaf to the 


cries of the alflicted, who pat. their entire confidence. in 


him. 


They abode near the ſountain three Jays; to reſt them. 
ſelves, and to renew their exhauſted ſpirits. Then they 


took with them proviſion of fruits, and advanced into the 
plain, hoping they might arrive at ſome inhabited place. 
Neither were they diſappointed 3 in their hopes; for in a 
ſhort time they diſcovered before them a city, which, by 


its extent and buildings, ſeemed to be of note. I hey di- 
rected their ſteps towards it; and when they were come 
as far as the outward gates, they halted there, expecting 
the night; becauſe they were not willing to enter the ony 


by day light, fatigued and covered with duſt, and fo de 


titgte of apparel. They tat down under a tree which caſt 


a ſpreading ſhade, and ftretched themſelves upon the 
8 They had now repoſed themſelves for ſome time 
in this place, when an old man, from the city, came to 
enjoy the cool under the ſame tree, and ſat down by them, 


after making a profound reverence. They ſat up to ſa- 


lute him again ; which done, they Jemanded of him the 
name of the city. This city is called Jaic, rephed the 


old man; it is the capital of the country in which the 


river Jaic takes its riſe. The King llenge-Can keeps his 


court in it. You muſt be very g great ſtrangers, by the 
queſtion you put to me. We are fo, anſwers the Can; 


we come out of a country far diſtant from this place. The 
kingdom of Carizme 1s our native ſoil; our abode is upon 
the borders of the Caſpian ſea, and we exerciſe traffic. We 
ſet out with ſeveral other merchants for Capchac; a g 

band of robbers fell upon our caravan and pillaged it ; they 


ipared our lives, but they left us in the condition you ſee 
us 


great 
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us in. We "PA traverſed Mount Caucaſus, and we are 


come thus far, not knowing whither our ſteps tended, 


The old man, who was of a nature apt to compaſ- 
ſionate the ſufferings of his neighbour, gave them to un- 


>] 


derſtand, that he was ſorry for their misfortune ; and, to 


convince them of his fincerity, he made them in ler of 
his houſe. This he did with ſo good a grace, that it was 


not poſſible for them to refuſe him, though they had ſtood. 
in no need of his kindnels : therefore,” as ſoon as night 


came on, he brought them home with him. It was a 
little houſe, with very plain furniture, but where ever 
thing was neat, and ſeemed rather to ſpeak the modeſly 


than the indigence of the owner. The old man as he 


went in at the door, whiſpered ſome orders apart to one 
of his flaves, who in a little time was ſeen to return with 
two merchant- -apprentices ; the one of which carried a 
large bundle of men's and women's garments, ready 
| made; the other a great variety of veils, of turbans, and 
of ſaſne 8. Prince Cala and his father took each of them 
a caffetan of cloth, and a veſt of brocade, with a turban 
of Indian linen ; and the Princeſs the attire of a woman 


as complete in its kind. After this the hoſt paid the mer- 
chants, ſent them away, and called for ſupper. Two 
. flaves prepared a table immediately, and a fide-board ſet 


With China ware, with plates of ſantal-wood and of aloes, 
and with ſeveral cups of coral, perfumed with ambergris. 
An excellent Chourva, with two {ide-plates of fpawn of 


ſturgeon was firſt ſerved to the table. The Can, his wiſe, 


and Calat ſat down with the old man, and eat of theſe 
ge 


diſhes, which were ſucceeded by an antilope-paity, a large 

diſh Fe” pilau heaped up, in which there was the fleſh of 
three heath fowls minced ſmall. The laft fervice con- 
liſted of a diſh of tziberca, the moſt delicate fiſh in the 
Volga, two plates.of ſturgeon, and the leg of a mare 


broiled. After which, they drank three Lat bottles of 
canez and of date brandy. 
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' FORTY-EIGHTH DAY. 


HE old man, warmed by the liquors he bad 


drank, grew cheerful and full of pleaſantry, and 
ed his utmoſt endeavours to inſpire his gueſts with 


mirth. But, perceiving his efforts were vain. and that 
they ſeemed ſtill ro ruminate upon their misfortunes, 1 
ſee plainly, ſays he to them, that all I can ſay has not 
the power to divert your thoughts from the calamity 
that has befallen you ; your minds dwell upon gt with- 
out intermiſfion. Nevertheleſs, give me leave to tell 
1 that inſtead of giving yourlelves up to theſe me- 


ancholy reflections, you thould endeavour to baniſh 
them from your thought. And why ſhould you afflict 
yourſelves . for the loſs of goods, which the .robbers 
have taken from you ? Is the accident, think you, ex- 
traordinary, which has happened to you? travellers 


and traders are daily liable to ſuch adventures. 1 was 


mylelf robbed in my youth ppon the road from Moulel 


to Bagdad ; the banditti took-from me things of a con- 


ſiderable value, and 1 barely eſcaped with my life, 1 


was in the very circumſtances which you now labour 


under, and yet I did not give mylelf up to forrow. 
Nev erthcle(s. thought it a very ſevere trial, for a man 
of my condition to be reduced to the extremity of want 
and poverty. I mult tell you my whole ſtory :- it is a 


mark of confidence I am willing you ſhould have from 


me, and it may perhaps be of ſome ſervice to you. When 
you ſhall have heard the adverſities I have ſuffered, who 


knows but it may enable you to ſupport your own. 
When he had ſpoken to this purpoſe, the good old man 
made a ſign to his flaves to retire, then he began in the 


: following terms: — 
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THE HISTORY OF THE PRINCE FADLAILAH, SON OP 
| ' BIN-ORTOC, KING OF MOUSEL, 


AM the fon A the creat Pin-Ortoe, the late King of 


Mouſel. As {ol 4 as J arrived to the twentieth year 


_ of my age, he was deſirous I ſhould take a wife, He 
contrived to have a great number of young ſlaves, brought 
before ine, amongtt which there were ſome extremely 

beautiful. ] looked upon them all with indifference ; 


ere was not one that made the leaſt impreſſion upon me; 
they themſclves were conſcious of it, and retired covered 


with bluſhes, and full of indignation, to ind I was not 
to he captivated. My father, "Ykewiſe, was very much 


ſurpriſed at my infentibility. This was what he was ſo 


far from ſuſpecting, that he took it for granted before 


hand, that, ſtruck at once with ſo many different beau- 
ties, 1 ſhould be confounded in my choice. I told him 


that I did not find in myſelf any inclinations towards 


matrimony; that this perhaps proceeded from the great 


F 


deſire J had to travel; that I conjured him to grant me 


his leave to go only to Bagdad, and that upon my re- 


turn 1 might perhaps find my Aelf diſpoſed to. ſettle with 
a wife. He was not willing to lay any reſtraint upon 


me; he therefore conſented that l ſhould make a journey 


to Bagdad. And, that I might appear in this great city 
like the ſon of a King, be ordered a magnificent equi- 


page to be prepared for me. He ſet open his treaſures, 


and he ſuffered me to take out of them four. camel loads 


of pieces of gold. He appointed me anumber of the of- 


ficers of his kouthold to ferve me, and gave me an hun- 
dred men out of his guards to eſcort me. 


I ſet out then for Bagdad from Mouſel with this nu- 
merous retinue. For ſome days we met with no acci- 
dents on our way: but one night, while we {lept all in 
a meadow, where we encamped, we were attacked ſo 
rudely, and by ſo numerous a band of Bedouin-Arabians, 
that the greateſt part of my men were maſſacred, before 
I was even ſenſible of the danger that farrounded me. FE 
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Put myſelf into a poſture of defence with the few remain- 
ing ſoldiers and officers of my father's houſehold. We 


charged the Bedouins ſo briſkly, that we flew above three 
hundred of them. The day light being now returned, 


5 


the brigands, who encloſed us round, athamed and en- 


raged at ſo obſtinate a reſiſtance from ſuch a handful of 


O 


men, redoubled their efforts: in vain did we fight like 


men that were deſperate, for in the end they overpowered 


us. Neceſſitated therefore to yield to their ſuperior force, 
they took from us our arms and our clothes; and, in- 
ſtead of reſerving us for flavery, or letting us go for 
_ wretches, whoſe deplorable condition alone was a > ſuf 


client puniſhment, they reſolved to avenge the death of 
their companions upon us. 'They were ſo baſe and ſo 
barbarous, as to hew in pieces men whom they had left 
deſtitute of all defence. My whole retinue periſhed ; and 
I myſelf was going to ſhare their deſtiny, when, making 


myſelf known to the robbers, hold, raſh men, ſaid I to 


them; reſpect the blood of kings. I am Prince Fadlal- 
lah, the only ſon of Bin-Ortoc, King of Mouſel, and heir 


to his dominions. I am very glad, replies then the cap- 


tain of the Bedouins, to learn who you are. We have 


long borne a mortal hatred to your father; he has hanged 
up ſeveral of our COMPANIONS "that have allen into his 


hands, now we ſhall take repriſals upon you. 

In effect, he ordered me; to be bound, and the robbers, 
when they had ſcized upon my baggage, took me with 
them to the foot of a mountain, between two foreſts, 


where they had pitcned an infinite number of little grey 


tents; this was their retreat. They carried me into their 
captain's tent, which ſtood in the centre, and roſe in 
height above the others. I was kept there one whole 
day ; after which they tied me to a tree. There expect- 
ing my life, which was hardly in its prime, to wear away 
by a lingering death, I had the diſpleaſure to ſee myſelf 


ſurrounded by y thele villains, who took a pleaſure to in- 


ſult me, and to gall me with their rude mockeries. 


FORTY- 
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FORTY-NINTH DAY. 


ND now having long continued in this poſture, the 


laſt moment of my liſe drew on apace, when a ſcout 
came with intelligence to the captain of the Bedonins, 


that there was a good booty for him about ſeven leagues 


D 


from thence; that a conſiderable caravan was to encamp 
the next night in a certain place which he named. The 


O 
chief immediate] y gave orders to his companions to pre- 


pare for a march, which they did in a little time. The 


all mounted their horſes, and left me behind in their re- 


treat, not doubting, but at their return, they ſhould find 


me expired: but Heaven, that fruſtrates and diſappoints 


the counſels of men, when they are not agreeable to his 


eternal wiſdom, had determined to prolong my life. The 


wife of the captain of the banditti had compaſſion on me; 


ſhe came by night to the tree, againſt which I was bound, 
and ſaid to me, young man 1 am touched with your 


ſufferings, and would tain deliver you from the danger 


: you are in: but ſhould I unbind you, and ſet you Pat 


g {ufficient to 


liberty, have you yet ſtrength remaining 


make your eſcape? I have, anſwered I; that Providence 


% 


which has inſpired you with theſe charitable inclinations 
will ſupply me with ſtrength to eſcape. This woman 


diſengaged me from my bonds; gave me an old caffetan 
of her huſband's, with three 9 es; then ſhewing me a 
path, go your way ſaid ſhe, follow that track, and it 
brings you to a place inhabited. I thanked my deliverer, 
and marched all the night, treading in the path which 
ſhe had pointed out to me. 

In the morning, at ſome diſtance before me, I could 


perceive a man driving onwards a horle loaded with two 


great packs. I made up to bim; and when I had told 


him that I was an unfortunate ſtranger, who had loſt his 
way, and knew nothing of the country, I aſked him whi- 
ther he was going? I am travelling, replies he, to Bag- 
dad to fell theſe goods, and hope to arrive there in two 


days 
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days more. I accompanied this man, and never quitted 
him till I came to the entrance of this great city: he 
went where his affairs called him, and { retired into a 
moſque, where I itayed two days and two nights; 1 had 
no great inclination to go out from thence, becauſe I 5 


feared to meet ſome of the inhabitants of Mouſel who 
might know me; I was fo much aſhamed of the con- 


dition I was reduced to, that, far from deſiring to make 
tit known to others, I would feline have concealed it even 
from myſelf. The ſharpneſs of my hunger, neverthe- 
lefs, in ſome meaſure, overcame my modetty, or rather, 
+ was forced to yield to the force of neceſſity, which is 
not to be reſiſted ; therefore, I came to the reſolution of 
| begging my bread, till 1 could find out ſome better 
; expedlient. 


I planted myſelf before a great houſe under one of the 


lower windows, and aſked for an alms in a loud voice; 


in an inſtant there came an old ſhe-flave, with a loaf in 
her hand, to relieve me. As I came forward to receive 
it, the wind, as it happened, blew the curtain of the 
window aſide, and diteovered to me a young lady in the 
hall, of a moſt ſurpriſing beauty; her brightneſs daz- 
zled my eyes, and flaſhed upon my ſenſes like lightning. 

J received the bread, not knowing what J did, and re- 
mained immoveable before the old woman, without ſo 
much as returning my. thanks for her charity; J was in 
ſo great a ſurprize and diſorder, and fo ſmitten with 
love, that, doubtleſs, ſhe muſt take me for ſome wretch 
devoid of anderſtanding. She retired,” and left me in the 


ſtreet, with my eyes vainly bent upon the curtain; for 


the wind raiſed it now no more: however, I pafſed the 
remainder of the day there, expecting a ſecond favour- 
able breeze. When I ſaw the night approach, I be- 


| thought mylelf of retiring ; but before ] went from this 


houſe, I aſked an old man, as he paſſed, whether he 


he knew to whom it belonged. It is, lays he; the houſé 


of Seigneur Mouaffac, the ſon of Adbane ; he is a per- 
fon of quality, a man of honour, and remarkably rich. 
3 is not long fince he was governor of this city; but he 

appened to "have a quarrel with the Cady, Who found 
means to diſgrace him with the Cailiffe, and to have his 
government taken from him. 


J went 
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J went on penſive, and muſing upon my adventure, till 


1 found" I was inſenſibly got without the city: ſo that 
I went over into a great field of burial, reſolved to paſs : 


the night there. I cat my loaf with little or no appetite ; 
| though naturally I might expect to have been hungry. 
Then I laid my ſelf down near a ſepulchre, with my head 
inclined againſt a heap of bricks. I found no ſmall diffi- 


_ culty to bring myſelf to fleep : the daughter of Mouaffac 


made a terrible havock within me; | ker charming 1mage 


fired my imagination : and beſides, the diet I had ſub- 


fiſted upon, was in its nature too dry and void of juice to 
procure me eaſy ſlumbers from its vapours. But notwith- 
ſtanding the ideas which had taken poſſeſſion of my mind, 
1 flumbered a little; when, on a ſudden I was diſturbed 
by a a great noiſe from within the ſepulchre. 


FIFTIETH DAY. 


ERRIF ED with this uproar, not knowing from 


what caule it might proceed, 1 ſtarted up to make 
my eſcape, and fly far from this field of burial ; when 
two men, who were at the entrance to the ſepulchre, 
perceiving me, laid hold on me, demanding who I was, 


and what my bulineſs there? J am, ſaid I to them, an un- 


happy ſtranger, whom fortune has reduced to ſubſiſt upon 


alms; and | came to pals the night here, becauſe I have 


no lodging within the city. Since thou art a beggar, 


ſays one of them to me, thank Heaven that thou haſt met 
with us; We will feaſt thee with good cheer. This ſaid, 


they forced. nie to the ſepulchre, where four of their ; 


comrades were junketing upon dates and huge turnips, 
and quaffing out of large flaggons af brandy. 

They preſſed me to tit down with them to a long ſtone, 
which ſerved them for a table; and J was obliged to eat 
and drink in complaifance. I immediately ſuſpected 
them for thieves and robbers, as they were ; and their 
converſation ſoon confirmed me in my ſurmiſes. The 
began to talk over a conſiderable robbery which they had 
executed that mgbt; ; and taking it for granted that I 
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ſhould be glad to li myſelf; into their band, they repoſt 


it to me. This threw me into no ſmall perplexity ; ; for 


you may very well imagine, that 1 had not the leaſt in- 


_ clination to aſſociate myſelf with ſuch companions : and 

yet I was very much afraid to provoke them by refuſing 
their offer. | was therefore utterly at a loſs what anſwer 
to make them, when, happily for me, an accident arrived 


in due time to diſengage me from the difficulty 1 laboured 
under. The Cady's lieutenant, attended by twenty or 


thirty Aſas well armed, entered the ſepulchre, ſeized the 
robbers and me, and carried us all to pri:on, where we 
were kept that night. The next day the Cady himſelf 


came to examine the priſoners. The robbers, ſeeing it 


was in vain to deny it, conſeſſed their crime: then I told 


the judge how I happened to fall into their company; and 


they giving teſtimony to the truth of what | ſaid, I was 
| ſet apart from them. The Cady had a mind, for his far- 


ther ſatisfaction, to interrogate me in private before be ſet 
me at liberty. He came therefore to me, and aſked what 


brought me into the burying-place where] was taken, 


and how I employed my time at Bagdad ? In a word, he 


put a thouſand queſtions to me, to which I anfwered 
with a great deal of ſincerity, ſave only that I did not diſ- 


cover my birth to him. Above all, I took care to give 
him a very punctual account of all my actions, and even 
told him, that the day before, ſtanding under a window of 
Mouaffac's houſe to aſk charity, I had by meer accident | 
ſeen a young lady who had charmed me. 

I could perceive the Cady's eyes ſparkle at the name of 
Mouaftac ; after which, he looked thoughtful a few mi- 
nutes ; then, aſſuming a cheerful countenance, he ſaid to 
me, <6 Young man, it will be your own fault if you do 


not poſſeſs the lady you ſaw yeſterday. She muſt, 


doubtleſs, be the daughter of Mouatitac, for I am told he 


has one of an extraordinary beauty. bough thou wert 
the laſt of mankind, I will engage to procure thee the 


accompliſhment of thy wiſhes: leave it only to me; I 
go this inſtant about making thy fortune. I returned | 
him my thanks, without being able as yet to penetrate 
into the deſign he was forming; and I followed the Aga 


of his black eunuchs, who, by his orders, took me out of 


Priſon, and carried me to the Hammam. : 
| | While 
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While ] was there, the judge ſent two Chaoux to 
; Movattec, to acquaint him that he deſired to ſpeak 


with him about an affair of the greateſt conſequence. 


Mouaffac came along with the Chauox, As ſoon as 
the Cady perceived him, he went out to meet him; 


he ſaluted him, and embraced him ſeveral times. Mou— 


affac was greatly aſtoniſhed at this reception. Whence 
can it proceed, thought he to himſelf, that the Cady, 
my {worn enemy, is this day ſo full of his civilities to 
me? He muſt propoſe ſome end by it. Seigneur Mou- 
affac, ſays the judge to him, Heaven, it ſeems, will not 


have us two to live in enmity any longer; it offers now 


an occaſion to us of zreconciling that hatred. which 


has for ſome years divided our families. The Prince 


of Baſra arrived laſt night in Bagdad, and is come to 
lodge in my houſe. He ſet out " from) Baſra without 


taking leave of the King, his father. He has heard 


much talk of your daughter; and, from the account that 


2 


has been given him of her: he is ſo much in love with 


her, that he intends to demand her of you in marriage. 
He has a mind, that this union ſhould be brought to a 
concluſion by my interpoſition; which is ſo much the 
more agreeable to me, as it will be a means to reconcile 
our differences. It is an amazing thing to me, replies 


Mouaffac, that the Prince of Baſra ſhould think of ho- 
nouring me ſo far as to purpole marrying my daughter 
Zemroude; and that you of all men ſhould be pitched | 


upon to be the meſſenger of this news,—you, who have 


always been ſo induſtrious to my prejudice. I beſeech 
you, Seigneur Mouaffac, rejoins the Cady, ſay no 


more of what has paſſed ; let us forget, I entreat you, 


the injuries that have reciprocally riſen on both ſides: 
and, in remembrance of the advantageous alliance, 
which is in 4 manner already begun between your 
daughter and the Prince of Baſra, let us finiſh our re- 
maining days in a perfect good underſtanding the one 
with the other. 


The diſpoſition of Mouaffac was naturally as good 


and gentle, as that of the judge was miſchievous and 
perverſe. He ſuffered himſelf to be impoſed upon by 
the falſe appearances of friendſhip which his enemy gave 


him: he ſtifled all his reſentments that inſtant, and gave 


_ himſelf 
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bracing each other, and ſwearin 
 thip,, when | entered the room where they were, con- 
_ ducted by the Aga. Upon my coming out of the bath, 


courſe himſelf, 


% 
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| himſelf up, without the leaſt diſtruſt, to the treacherous _ 


carefſes of the Cady. hey were in the action of em- 


g an inviolable friend- 


he gave me a coſtly robe to put gn, with a turban of 
Indian muſlin, fringed at the ends with gold, which 


hung down to my ears. Great Prince, fays the Cady to 
me, as ſoon as he faw me enter, blefings attend ſour 


footfteps and your arrival to Bagdad, tince you have 


been plealed to lodge under my raof, How thall my 
tongue be able to expreſs my acknowledgments for ſo 


great an honour ? Behold there the Heigneur Mouaffac, 
whom 1 have informed in the bufineſs of your journey 
to this city. He conſents to give you his daughter, 


who is beautiful as a ſtar, that you may make her your 


lawful wife. Then Mouaffac made me a profound re- 


verence, and {aid to me, O fon of the great King, I 


am confounded with the honour you deſign my daugh- 


ter; ſhe would think herſelf happy in ſerving as a ſlave 
to one of the Princeſſes of your ſeraglio. | 


Judge all of you how I muſt be aſtoniſhed with theſe 


| ſpeeches? However, not knowing what to reply, I 


ſaluted Mouaffac in filence. The Cady, ſeeing I was 
confounded, and fearing | might make . anſwer that 
would ruin his project, loft no time to renew the diſ- 
t would be more to your mutual ſatis- 
faction, ſaid he, if the contract of marriage were this in- 
ſtant performed in the preſence of creditable witneſſes. 
Having ſpoke ſo, he ordered his Aga to go for witnefles ; 
and in the mean time he drew up the contract, 8 


5 FIFTY- | 
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 FIFTY-FIRST DAY. 


TX 7 HEN the Aga had brought in his witneſſes, the 
contract was read to them, which 1 {gned; 
Mouaffac likewiſe ſigned it, and afterwards the Cady, 
who put the finiſhing hand to it. Then the judge lent 
away the witneſſes, and ſaid to Mouaffac, you know the 
affairs of the great are not to be tranſacted like thoſe of 


inferior perſons; ſecrecy and diligence are requiſite. 


Conduct the Prince to your houſe; he is now your 
ſon-in-law : give ſpeedy orders for the conſummation of 
the marriage; and ſee that every thing be done as it 
ould e. 

I took my leave of the Cady with Mouaffac, When 
we came to the door, we ſaw two fine mules richly 


the court, he alighted firſt from his mule, and with a 
very reſpectful air came to hold my ſtirrup, which I was 
obliged againſt my will to comply with. In the next 
place, he took me by the hand, and led me up into his 


daughter's apartment, where he left me with her alone, 


| when he had acquainted her with what had paſſed at the 
Cady's houſe. | . 
Zemroude, taking it for granted that her father had 
concluded a match for her with the Prince of Batra, re- 
ceived me as a huſband, that would one day raiſe her to a 
throne : and 1, the moſt contented and the moſt ena- 
moured of men, paſſed the live long day at the feet of this 
young lady, endeavouring, by the utmoſt complaiſance 
and tenderneſs of manners, to recommend myſelf a little 
to her affections. I foon perceived, that my time and 
pains were not employed to no purpoſe; and that my 
youth, and the earneſtnels of my love, made ſome im- 
preſſions upon her. How happy was I, when I made 
this diſcovery ! I redoubled my care to pleaſe ; and I 1 
| | | 6 the 
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| the latisfaction to remark, that from time to time 1 grew ©. 
upon her inclinations. In the mean time, Mouaffac was 


wholly taken up in preparing a magnificent entertain- 
ment for his daughter's wedding, to which he had 


invited a great number of his relations. - The bride ap- | 


peared there in the fullne's of beauty, and ſurpaſied 
even the Houries in luſtre. The pafſion with which 1 


had inipired her, ſeemed to give an addition: al grace to 1 
her charms. 


The banquet was followed Is muſic and dancing : this 
Was performed by a choſen ſet of ſlaves, who danced and 
ſung, and played upon all kinds of inſtruments. While 


thee company was all intent upon their motions and their 
muſic, I could perceive the bride withdraw with her mo- 
ther. In a little time after Mouaffac came in, and taking 
me by the hand, led me to a very handſome apartment. 
We entered a chamber very richly furniſhed, where there 


ſtood a large bed of gold brocade, round which were 
lighted up perfumed "tapers in candleſticks of filver. 


- Zemroude, who was undreſſed by her mother and two 
fla ves, was newly lain in the bed. Mouaffac, his wife, 


and the flaves retired, and left me in the chamber; 


when, lifting up my heart in thanks to Heaven for my 


good fortune, J put off my clothes, and placed myſelf 
in the bed, cloſe by the perſon whom l loved beyond my 


life. 


Early in the morning. heard a knocking at the door 
of my chamber; I roſe, and opening the door, whom 
ſhould I fee but the black Aga, with a great bundle under 
his arm! I imagined that he came from the Cady to my 
wite and me, with a preſent of two princely robes, but I 
was deceived. You fortune-hunter, ſays the negro to me, 
with an air of raillery, the Cady preſents his ſervices to 
you, and deſires you will be pleaſed to ſend him back the 
dreſs which he lent you yeſterday, to perſonate the Prince 
of Baſra: I have brought you here your old tattered 
equipage; you may now appear like yourſelf, 1 was 
ſufficiently ſurpriſed with the compliment, and ſoon ſaw 
through the whole malice of the Cady. I returned into 
the-hands of the Aga his maſter's turban and his robe, 
and put on my old thread-bare caffetan, which was full 
of rents. Zemroude overheard part of the negro's diſ- 

courſe 
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courſe; and, ſeeing me ſo miſerably clothed, Oh Heaven! 
cries the, what means this alteration in you ? and what 
is it that man has been faying to you ? Madam, anſwered 
I, the Cady 18 a great villain ; but he 1s entrapped 1n his 
own malice ; he thinks he has given you ſome wretch, 
born and bred in obſcurity, for a huſband ; and the per- 
ion you are married to is a Prince. I] am not inferior to 
that huſband whole hand you ſeemed to receive. The 
Prince of Baſra holds no rank above that to which I am 
entitled: Jam the King of Moulel's only fon ; heir to 
the great Bin-Ortoc—Fadlallah is my name: then 1 
proceeded to give her an account of all my adventure, 
without concealing the-ſmalleſt circumſtance. When I 
had made an end of my itory, My Prince, ſaid ſhe, 
though you were not the ſon of a great King, I ſhould 
not love you the Jeſs: and I do affure you, if I am 
pleaſed to hear of your high birth, it is only in confi— 
deration of my father, who is much fonder of titles than 
I am. All the ambition of my heart is to be poſſeſſed 
_of a huſband, who can confine his love to me alone; 
and who will never torture me with a rival in his 
affections. | | | 6, 

I made her the moſt folemn proteſtations, that while I 
lived I would love but her alone : and ſhe was tranſported 
with the aſſurances I gave her. She called one of her 
women, and ordered her to go with all diligence and ſe- 
crecy to a merchant's, and buy a man's apparel ready 
made, of the richeft ſort. The flave who was entruſted 
with this commiſſion, acquitted herſelf of it with addrels : 
ſhe ſoon returned, and broucht with her a princely robe 
and veſt, with a turbam of Indian muſlin as fine as 
the other; ſo that in a few minutes J found myſelf at- 
tired in greater magnificence than before. Well, Sir, 
ſays Zemroude then to me, think you the Cady will have 
great reaſon to triumph in his exploits ? he thought to 
bring a diſerace upon my family, and he has done honour 
to it for ever. He flatters himſelf, no doubt of it, that 
we are at this preſent overwhelmed with ſhame and ſor- 
row ; how ſevere then will be the pangs of his remorſe, 
when he ſhall come to know how great a benefactor he 
has been to his enemies ? But before you diſcloſe to him 
who you are, we muſt CTontrive to puniſh him for the 

wickedneſs 
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wickedneſs of his intentions. Be that my buen 1 


know there is a dyer in this city, who has a moſt fright- 
ful daughter. But 1 will ſay no more of it, adds ſhe, 
correcting herſelf; I will not have you loſe the pleaſure 


of the ſurpriſe. Let it ſatisfy you to know that 1 medi- 


tate a revenge that ſhall wound the Cady to the very ſoul, 


city. 


FIFTY-SECOND DAY. 


Ik THOUGHT this magiſtrate ſufficiently cities * in 


making me ſon- in-law to Mouaffac, and was of opi- 


nion he ſhould be no otherwiſe perſecuted, than by diſ- 


covering to him my quality; but Zemroude was bent 


upon thoughts of further vengeance. You know the na- 
ture of women ; ſhe would have taken it unkindly had I 
ſeemed to croſs her inclinations, She dreſſed herſelf in a 
very plain but neat apparel 3 then covering her face with 


a very thick veil, ſhe begged I would give her leave to go 
abroad ; accordingly ſhe had my lente. She went out 
unaccompanied, and took the readieſt way to the Cady? 8 
Houſe ; there ſhe placed herſelf, ſtanding in a corner 
of the hall in which this judge gave andience to all 


perſons that came before him, as well Muffulmen as 
Inadels. 

He no ſooner happened to caſt his ere upon her, but 
he was taken with the ſtatelineſs of her pretence, He ſent 
an officer to her to enquire who ſhe was, and what ſhe 
came about. She made anſwer that ſhe was the daugh- 
ter of an artizan of the city, and that ſhe deſired to have 


a little diſcourſe with the Cady in private. When the 


officer brought back this anſwer, the Cady, who was an 


admirer of the fair ſex, made a ſign to Zemroude to come 


forward, and directed her into a clotet which lay on one 
hand of his tribunal : ſhe obeyed, bowing her head low 
as ſhe paſſed. She ſat upon a ſofa, and lifted up her 


veil; the Cady immediately followed her, placed himſelf 


by her, and was ſmitten with her beguty. Well, my fair 
one, 


LO - 
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and make him the jeſt and laughter of the court and 
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one, ſays he, what can I do to ſerve you Sir, replies 
the, you, who have the power to put the laws in force, 
and who diſtributes juſtice to the poor as well as to the 
rich, give ear, | beſeech you to my complaints, and have 
| compaiiion upon my ſorrowful condition. Let me know 


your grievance then, replies the Cady, fired with her 


charms ? 1 wear by my head and by my eyes, that J 


will ſtrain my power to the utmoſt in your behalf. 
Then Zemroude took her veil quite off, and diſplaying 


to the judge her lovely hair, of an amber colour, which 
waved in ringlets down ber ſhoulders. Conſider, Sir, 
ſaid ſhe to him, how you like theſe treſſes: examine my 


features, and the whole turn of wy face, ] entreat you, 
and tell me what you think. The C mY encouraged by 


theſe ſpeeches, ſoon broke ſilence, and exprefied his rap- 


tures by words. By the ſacrifice of Mount Arajate, 
cries he, | fee no blemith in you: your torehead is like a 


Plate of poliſhed filver: your brows reſemble two {pa- 
_cious arches; your cheeks are roles ; your eyes ſparkle. 


beyond diamonds ; and your mouth is a ruby caſket that 
holds à bracelet of pearls; 
The daughter of Mouaffac ſtopped not here; the raiſed 


herſelf up from the ſofa, and took ſome ſteps about the 


cloſet, giving herſelf all the graceful motions the was 
miſtreſs of. Regard my ſhape, Sir, ſaid ſhe ! obſerve 
me well: do you fee the leaſt diſproportion in me? Am 
I not of a free and eaſy. make? Do you perceive any 
thing conſtrained in my manner ? Have | any aukward 
geſtures? Bo I not tread as you could with? I am 


Charmed, replies the judge, with your whole perſon, I 
have never ſeen any thing fo complete as you. And 


what ſay you to ray arms, faid the, baring them as ſhe 
ſpokt ; are they not white, and plump, and round? Ah 
inhuman ! interrupts the Cady, enflamed with deſire, you 
torture me, you kill me outright. If you have any more 
to ſay, ſpeak ſuddenly, for my reaſon Begins to fail, and 
Jam not able longer to ſupport your charms, 

You muſt know then, Sir, rejoins Zemroude, that with 
all this profuſion of beauty, which Heaven has ſhowered 
upon me, I live ſecluded in a houſe, where not only no 
men, but even no women, are ſuffered to enter, whoſe 
converſation can 'gtve me the leaſt relief; not but that 


there 
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there have been ſeveral matches propoſed for me; and I 


might have been married Jong ago, were not my father ſo 


inhuman as to refuſe me to all that come to treat with 
him. To one he ſays that Il am a ſkeleton, mere ſkin 


and bones; to another, that I am blown up with fat ; 
to a third, that I am lame of a leg or an arm; to a 


fourth, that am a changeling. Sometimes he gives out 


that I am dropfical ; - and at others, that I am overrun 


with all manner of foul diſtempers. In one word, he 


has repreſented me as a creature to be avoided by all 
mankind ; and has in effect cried me down to much, 
that | paſs for the very diſgrace of human nature ; ſo that 


1 am no longer ſought mag but ſtand condernned to live 


D 8 | 
and die a maid, Cloſing her ipecch here, ſhe made a 


ſhew of weeping, and acted her part fo artfully that the 


judge believed her to be in earnett. O barbarpus father! 
cries he, how can you have the heart to deal ſo inhu- 


manly by ſo amiable a daughter? And would vou have 


this fair tree bear no fruit? It muſt not be; I never can 
give my conſent it ſnould be to. What the: 1, purſues he, 
can be the deſign of your father? Speak, my angel; why 


will he not give you in marriage? Alas Sir , how ſhould 
I know, rephes Zemroude, redoubling her counterfeit 
tears; I cannot tell what his intentions are. Be they | 
what they will, I own to you that my patience 1s quite 
tired out. I have this day found an opportunity to get 


out of my father's houſe by ſtealtn; 1 have inade my 
_ eſcape, to come and throw myſelf into your arms, and 
to implore your affifiance, Have Pie upon me then, Sir, 


and interpoſe with your authority, that 1 may have juſ- 
tice done me; or I cannot promiſe, but 1 may grow deſ- 


perate and weary of life.” I ſhall pierce my heart with 
my own dagger, as the only expedient to put an end to 
my miſeries. | 
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FIFTY-THIRD DAY. 


7 EVROUDE 0 down the Ka of t the C 'ady by 
theſe laſt words ſhe ſpoke. No, no, ſai he, you 


mall not die; neither ſhall you waſte your bloom of 


youth in ſighs and tears. You ſhall hase it in your 
choice to come out of this ſhadow of obſcurity that con- 
ceals your perfections, and to be made this very day the 
wite of the Cady of Bagdad. Yes, fair reſemblance of 
the Houries, I am pre; Jared to wed you, if you give your 
conſent. Sir. anfwers the lady, though you were not 
a perſon of the higheſt rank in this city, you are ſo 
agreeable in my eyes, that IJ ſhould be inclined but too 
cafily to give you my hand. But I fear you will find 
it difficult to gain my f father's conſent, notwithſtand- 
ing the great honour he will receive from tach an 
alliance. 

Never give yourſelf any diſquiet as to that, rejoins 
the judge; I will anſwer for the ſucceſs: do you only tell 
me your tather's name, his protethon and the ſtreet where- 


in he lives. His name, replies Zemroude, is Ouſta 


Omar; he is a dyer, and he lives upon the Eaſt Quay of 


the Degela, at the ſign of the Palm-Tree. That will. 


ſuffice, ſays the Cady ; now you may return to your 
home: I give you my word you will oon hear further 


from me. 


Then the lady, looking kindly upon the judge, veiled 
her face, went out from the elolet, and returned direct] 
to me. She gave me a full account of the particulars that 
paſſed in the converſation between them. She was ſo 
tranſported with her ſucceſs, that the could not refrain 
from expreſſing the joy of her heart. We ſhall be am- 
ply avenged, ſays ſhe to me: our enemy, who thinks to 
make us ridiculous amongſt the people, will himſelf be- 
come the jeſt of the public. Accordingly, Zemroude 
had no ſooner left this magiſtrate, than he diſpatched an 
officer to Ouſta Omar, who happened at that time to be 


at home. You muſt go along with me, ſays the officer 
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to him, to ſpeak with the Cady ; j he Ls ſomething to fay 


to you, and has ordered me to bring you before him. 


The dyer turned pale at theſe words ; he apprehended, 
that ſome complaint had been made of him to the judge, 


which occaſioned his being ſent for; fo that he followed 
the officer with no {mall diſquiet. | 

As ſoon as he was brought before the Cidy, he took 
him into the ſame cloſet in which he had diſcourſed with 
Zemroude, and made him ft down upon the ſame ſofa. 


The poor man was ſo confounded with the honour which 
Was done him, that he was utterly at a loſs how to be- 


have himſelf. Friend Omar, ſays the Cady to him, I 

am very glad to ſee you: I have always heard a good 
character of you. You have the reputation of being a 
man of good life and converſation. 1 am told that you | 


perform regularly your hve prayers every day; and that 
you never fail to be preſent at the Friday ſervice in the 
great Moſque. Befides this, I know you never eat any 


iwine's fleſh ; that you drink no wine nor date brandy; | 


and, finally, that one of your ſervants reads in- the Aldo⸗ 


ran to you all the time you are at work. It is very true, 
my lord, anſwers the dyer : moreover, I can lay by heart 
above four thouſand hadits ; ; and I am preparing myſelf 


tor a pilgrimage in a ſhort time to Mecca. ] proteſt to 


you, rejoins the judge, I am highly pleaſed with the ac- 
count you give of yourſelf, for J am a paſſionate lover of 
all good Mufſulmen. I am informed, hkewile, that you 


have behind the curtain of chaſtity a daughter ripe | for 


marriage; is it not true? 


Great judge, replies Ouſta Omar, whoſe palace is a 


port of refuge and ihelter to the unfortunate, who are 
tofſed in the tempeſts of this world, you have been right! 


informed. I have a daughter who is indeed full ripe for | 


a huſband, for ſhe is turned of thirty; but the poor crea- 
ture 1s not fit to be a wife to any man: ſhe is very ugly, 
or rather frightful ; the is lame, ſhe is leprous, ſhe is 
fooliſh ; in a word, ſhe is a monſter, which I think my = 


ſelf obliged to hide from all men. 2 , ſays the Cady 


ſmiling ; you cannot impoſe upon me, friend Omar. 1 
knew beforchand in what light you would ſet off your 
daughter, I expected it from you: but know, my friend, 
that this leprous, this fooliſh, this frightful, this monker 
0 


- Cady, I am ſerious; I am enamoured with your dau 
ter, and I demand her of you. At theſe words the dyer 
burſt into a fit of laughter; By our Prophet, cries he, 

| ſome one has a deſign to impoſe upon you: for I fore- 
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of a v: gin, in ſpite of all her defects, i 18 moſt oallionately 


beloved by a man who wiſhes to marry her—and that 


man am l. 


Upon this the dyer, looking the judge full in the face, 


ſaid to him, My lord, the Cady, has a mind I fee to divert 


himſelf, and he may do it; he may make a jeſt of my 
daughter as much as he pleaſes. No, no, anſwers the 
h- 


2 


S 
warn you, Sir, that my daughter wants an arm and a 


leg, that ſhe is dropſical— True, interrupts him the judge, 


the very ſame; k know her by thoſe tokens. I like 


thoſe kind of women; it is my fancy. Once more, re- 


Joins the dyer, ſhe 1s not for your purpoſe. She goes by 
the name of Cayfacattaddahri, and i do aſſure you ſhe 


deſerves the name. Enough, enough, favs the Cady, in 


a haſty imperious tone ; ; you tire me with your repeti- 


tions. I tell you once for all, friend Omar, you ſhall 


beſtow upon me this Cay facattadd ahri, ſuch as ſhe is; 
and Iwill admit of no farther reply. 

The dyer, ſecing him determined to eſpouſe his daugh- 
ter, and believing firmly now that ſome one had abuſed 


him into a paſſion for her by falſe. repreſentations, rea- 


ſoned thus with himtelf: J muſt require an unreaſonable 
Schirbeha from him: a round ſum of money may diſguſt 


him to my daughter, and he will ceaſe to trouble me an 
' farther about her. My lord, ſays he, 1 am ready to obey 


your commands ; but 1 will not part with Cayfacattad- 
dahri, unleſs you pay me down beforehand a dowry of a 
thouſand ſequins of gold. Your demand, methinks, 


runs high, ſays the Cady ; but it matters not, I thall pay 


it this Ani. Hereupon he called for a bag of ſequins, 
and counted out a thouſand ; hey were weighed, and the 
dyer took them. Then the judge ordered the contract 
to be drawn up; but when it came to be ſigned, the arti- 
zan proteſted that he would not ſign but in the preſence 
of a hundred men of the law. Fhou art ver y diitruftiul, 
{aid the Cady to him; but let it pais; 1 will comply in 
every thing, for J am reſolved to make ſure of thy daugh- 
ter. He ſent immediately for doctors, alfaquirs, moullas, 
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for men of the moſque, as well as thoſe ba to the 


courts of juſtice; and there came a number exceeding 


what the dyer infifted upon. 


FIFTY-FOURTH DAY. 


HEN the witneſſes were all aſſembled at the 


Cadyes, Ouſta Omar began, and ſpoke thus :— 
3 Cady, ſaid he, I give you my daughter to be 
your lawful wife, ſince it is your abſolute pleaſure 1 


ſhould comply; but I declare, in the preſence of theſe 


honourable witneffes, that J do it upon condition, that, 
if ſhe ſhould not prove to your liking when you have 


| ſeen her, and you ſhould have a mind to divorce her, 


then you ſhall oblige yourſelf to give her a thouſand ſe- 
quins of gold, ſuch as ! have already received from you. 


Agreed; I oblige myſelf to it by my oath, and J call this | 
whole aſſembly to he my witnefſes. Art thou now fatis- | 
_ fied? The dyer replica, Jam; then went Lis way, ſaying 


that he would TO and ſend . the bride. 

As ſoon as Omar was gone, the aſſembly broke up, 
and the Cady remained alone in his own houſe, He had 
been two years married to the daughter of a merchant of 
Bagdad, with whom he had lived hitherto in a good in- 
telligence. W hen this wife of his heard that he was 
Preparing for a ſecond marria age, ſhe came in a paſſion to 
him; How now then, faid ſhe? What, two heads in one 
cap 1 two hands in one glove! two ſwords i in one {cab- 
bard | and two wives in one houſe! Go, fickle. man; 
{ince the careſſes of a young and faithful wife have not 
the force to fix you to conftancy, Jam ready to give up 
my place to my rival, and to retire to my own family. 

cepudiate me, return my dowry, and you ſhall never fee 


me more. I am glad you have e prevented me, aniwers the 


judge; for J was in ſome pain how to acquaint you with 
my ow marriage. This ſaid, he opened a cofter, and 
took out a purſe of five bun ſequins of gold; then 
putting it into her hands, There, woman, ſays he, By 
dowry is in that purſe: begone, and take with you wha 
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belongs to you. I divorce th once, + divorce thee 
twice, three times I divorce thee. And that thy parents 
may be ſatisfied that thou art divorced from me, I ſhall 
give thee theſe words in writing, ſigned by mytelf and 

my Nayb, as the laws require. This he did according- 
ly; and his wife went away to her father's, with her bill 


in of divorce and her dowry. 


As ſoon as ſhe was gone out of the houſe, he gave im- 


mediate orders to faraith an apartment magnificently for 


the reception of his new wife : the floor was ſpread with 


velvet —_— the walls hung with rich tapeſtry, and 
{ofas of gold and filver brocade were bought for furniture. 
The bridal chamber was fet round with divers caſkets, 
full of the moſt exquiſite perfumes. Now every thing 
was in in readineſs, and the Cady expecting Cayfacattad= 
dahri with impatie: nce, thought her long in coming. He 
called his truſty Aga, and 1aid to him, Methinks the 
lovely object of my deſires ſhould now be here : what can 


_ detain her ſo long at her father's? How tedious is every 


moment that delays my happineſs ! 
The Cady, no longer able to command the violence of 
his expectation, was going to ſend his Aga to Ouſta 


Omar, when a porter arrived, carrying a cheſt of 
fir wood, with a covering of green taffeta thrown over 


it. What haſt thou brought me there, friend? ſays 


the judge to him. My lord; anſwers the porter, I bring 
you your bride : be pleated to take off the cover, and 
you will fee her figure. The Cady immediately tock off 
the covering, and ſaw a damſel of three foot and a halt, 
defective in every proportion, in every limb, and ever 

feature. He was thrilled with horror at the fight of this 
object; and throwing the cover haſtily over it, he ſaid 


to the porter, What wouldit thou have me do with this 


frightful creature? Seigneur, ſays the porter, this is the 
daughter of Omar the dyer, who told me that you 
had eſpouſed her out of pure inclination. Merciful 
Heaven, cries the Cady, is it poffible to marry a mon- 
ſter like this! | 

In this very inſtant the ayer, very well knowing the 
judge muſt be extremely "ſurpriſed, came in. Thou 


_Wretch, ſays the Cady to him, whom doſt thou take me 
tor ? To attempt to trifle thus with me, ſhews the height 
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of thy impudence! How dare you treat me after this 


manner, who can with ſo much eaſe take vengeance upon 
my enemies, — me, who when | pleafe can lay ſuch crea- 


tures as you. in irons? Prenible therefore at my rage! 
in exchange for this hideous object which you have fat 


me, diſpatch, ſpeedily dilpatch hither your other daugh- 


ter, wW hole den uty is beyond all compariſon ; — do it, or 


vou thall ſoon feel the wrath of an injured Cady. My 
lord, ſays Omar, give over your threats 1 beſeech you ; 


let not your anger burn againit me. I ſwear by him, 


who out of darkneſs produced light, that ] have no other 
daughter but this. 1 told you over and over, that 


ihe was not for your purpoſe: I could not prevail 


upon you to give any credit to me; and who then is 


to blame. 
— 5 
FIFTY-FIFTH DAY. 


PON this the Cady began to cool ; . _ recolleRing 
himſelf, he ſaid to the dyer, You muſt know, friend 


i that this morning there came a moſt beautiful 


damſel to me, who pretended that you were her father, 


and that you repreſented her as a monſter to every body, 


on purpole to _ all ſuitors that might come to demand 
her in marriage, My lord, anſwers the artiſan, this moſt 


beautiful damſel muſt be an impoſtor; ſome one without 


doubt owes you a ſpight. 


Then the Cady bowed his head upon his breaſt, and 
remained ſome time immoveable and fixed in thought : : 
after which, breaking filence, It is, ſaid he, a puniſhment 
which 1 have deſerved ; but no more of that. Bid the 


porter, I beſeech. thee, carry thy daughter home again. ' 


Keep the thouſand ſequins of gold which 1 have given 
thee; but aſk no more of me, if thou intendeſt we ſhould 
continue friends. 

Notwithſtanding the judge had "OI 8 the men 
of the law that he would forfeit a thouſand 3 more 
if the daughter of Omar happened not to pleaſe him, 
yet the dyer did not dare to . him to his promiſe, 


for 
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for fear of making him his enemy ; he 8 TTY to be a 


* 
man of an implacable temper, and one who never failed 


of ſome expedient to avenge himfelf upon his adverſaries. 
He therefore thought it moſt adviſeayle to reſt contented _ 


with what he had already received. My lord, ſaid he, I 


ſhall comply with your regnelt, and take my d. aughter of 


O 


your hands; but then it will be proper you ſhould di- 


vorce her firſt, Never fear it, replies the Cady ; that, to 
be ſure is what I ſhall not omit, and it ſhall be done this 


inſtant. Conſequently he ſent for his Nayb then, and 
the divorce was diſpatched in form without loſs of time. 


After this the good man Omar took his leave of the judge, 


and ordered the porter to carry the hideous Cayfacattad- 


dahri back again, | 

This affair ſoon came to be talked of in the city; every 
body was diverted with the ſtory, and pleaſed with the 
deceit which had been put upon the Cady. Neither was 
the rendering him ridiculous in Bagdad all his puniſh- 
ment; we carried our revenge yet farther. I was adviſed 
by Motafac to go myſelf and make a viſit to the Prince 
of the Faithful, and to let him know my name and my 


whole hiſtory. You may imagine I concealed no cir- 
cumſtances from him, that might ſhew the malice of 
the Cady 1 in its ſtrongeſt colours. The Califfe, after he 


had liſtened to me with ſtrict attention, began to reproach 
me in the molt obliging manner. Prince, ſaid he to me, 
why had you not immediate recourie to me? There is 


no doubt but you were aſhamed of your condition ; but 


ou might, without a bluſh, have come into my preſence 
in the loweſt fortunes. Is it in the power of man, think 
you, to be happy or unhappy at his own choice ? And is 
it not Heaven that, by its own will, faſhions the events 
of life? Were you to apprekend that 1 ſhould receive 
you with coldneſs? No, Sir; you know that I love and 
that I eſteem the King "HARE eee your father; and that 
my court muſt have been a place of refuge and protection 
to you in any diſtreſs, 

'The Califfe uſed me with all imaginable civilities and 
endearments : he preſented me with a calate, and a coſtly 
diamond, which he wore upon his finger. He treated 
me with ſome exquiſite ſherbet ; and when I returned to 
my father-in-law” s, found there fix large pieces of Perſian 
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brocade of gold and of flver, two pieces of "LEY and 
a fine Perſian horſe with rich trappings. Moreover, he 
reinſtated Mouaffac in the government of Bagdad; and 


to puniſn the Cady for his intentions to impoſe upon 
Zemroude and her father, he depoſed this magiſtrate, and 
condemned him to perpetual impriſonment ; and to com- 
plete his miſery, he obliged him in his confinement to 


live with the daughter on f Quſta Omar. 


Not many days after I was married, I ſent a courier to 


Mouſel, to acquaint the King, my father, with every 


thing that had befallen me, from the time in which þ left 


dis court; and to aſſure him Iikewiſe that I ſhould ſoon 
return, and bring with me the lady 1 had eſpouſed. 1 
waited with 1mpatience for the return of the meſſenger ; 


when at laſt he arrived with the unwelcome news, that 


Bin-Ortoc, informed how four thouſand Bedouin Ara- 


bians had ſet upon me, and cut in pieces my eſcort, ima- 


gining that [ my ſelf could not eſcape, had taken it ſo 


much to heart, that he died with grief; that the Prinee 


Amadeddin Zengui, my couſin-german, was in preſent 
Poſſeſſion of the throne ; that he governed the people with 


great equity ; and that, notwithſtanding he was generally 
beloved, my ſubjects had no ſooner heard that I was ſtill 


living, than they expreſſed an incredible joy. Prince 


Amadeddin himſelf, in a letter which the courier brought 
me from him, aſſured me of his fidelity, and ſignified an 
impatient deſire to ſee me, that he might reſign che crown 


to me, and become himſelf the firſt of my ſubjects. 
Theſe tidings made me reſolve to haſten my return to 
Mouſel. I took leave of the Prince of the Faithful, who 


cave me three thouſand horſe out of his guards to conduct 
mie into my dominions: then bidding adieu, with the 
tendereſt embraces to Mouaffac and his wife, I ſet out 
from Bagdad with my beloved Zemroude ; who never 
would have been able to ſupport the affliction of leaving 


her father and her mother, if her affection for me had not 


in a great meaſure alleviated the forrow the conceived at 


parting. 
| * 
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FIFTY-SIXTH pax. 


T HAD not yet performed the one half of my journey | 


from Bagdad to Mouſel, when the vanguard of my 
eſcort diſcovered a body of troops marching directly to- 
wards us: |] ſuppoſed they might be Bedouin-Arabians 
again. I immediately drew up my men into order of 
battle; ; and we were in Fe to encounter, when my 


ent brought me wor d, that the men we took ſor ene- 


mies, were troops from Mouſel, that came to meet 
me, and that Amadeddin Zengui Was at the head of 
them. 

This Prince, on the other hand, apprized who we 
were, ſeparated himlelt from his little army, and came 
forward, with ſome of the chief nobles of Mouſe], to re- 
ccive me, He accoſted me conformably to his letter, that 
is to fay, in a very ſ{ubmithve and reſpectful manner; and 
all the perſons of quality who accompanied bim, gave 
me aſſurances of their zeal and loyalty, Whatever ſug- 
geſtions roſe within me to diſtruſt them, and to ſuſpect 
that my coulin, under the pretext of doing honour to me, 
might perhaps have a deſign upon my lite, to eſtabliſh 


- liumielf in the poſleihon of my kingdom; I thought it 


more prudent to diſſemble all manner of diffidence, than 
to ſhew my fears by an over-caution in my conduct. I 
therefore diſmiſſed the guards of the Califfe, and entruſted 
my perſon entirely to Prince Amadeddin. 1 had no 


zeaſon to repent of the confidence I placed in him: ſo far 


was he from any thoughts of treaſon, that he ſtudied only 
to convince me, by all his actions, of his adherence and 
fidelity to me. 

When we entered Mouſel, the dende by loud accla- 
mations, expreſſed their joy to ſee me returned, and made 
public rejoicings for three days. The ſhops! in all the 
great ſtreets and ſquares were all hung with tapeſtry, and 
at night they were illuminated with ſaſhes that con- 
tained ſome verſe out of the Alcoran; ſo that each 
ſhop exhibiting a particular ſentence, this ſacred bock 
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| might be read entire as you walked the ſtreets; it ſeemed 
as if the angel Gabriel had brought it down to our great : 


Prophet a ſecond time in characters of light. 


| Beſides this pious illumination, there were ſet out be- 
fore the ſhops large baſons of ſweetmeats heaped up, 
with bowls of ſherbet and of the juice of pomgranates, 
of which all the paſſengers were allowed to eat and to 


drink at their pleaſure. In all the market-places the 


people danced to the ſound of the tambouras and d leffs; 


and the Calendars, according to their uſual practice, ran 
to and fro in the ſtreets, like men tranſported with 
Phrenzy. All the artiſans, riding in chariots adorned 


With tinſel, and flying ſtreamers of divers colours, toge- 


ther with the badges of their diſtinct trades, paſſed in 


companies through all the public ſtreets „with fites, tym- 


balls, and trumpets s before them ; then, coming under my 


| balcony, were Zemroude was teated by me, they ſaluted 


me, Crying out aloud, Long live the King. 

Neithier was | fatished in only ſharing thete kocourt 
with the daughter of Mouaffac; but made it my ſtudy 
to pleaſe her in every thing to the extent of my power. 
1 ordered her apartment to be enriched with the moſt 
coſtly furniture, and to be Tet off with every thing that 


might render it delightful to the eye. 1 appointed her 


A train of attendants, conſiſting of twenty-five young 
Georgian damſels, the {laves of my father's ſeraglio. 
Some of them ſang and played in perfection upon the 
jute, others upon the harp; and ſome danced with all the 
gracefulneſs of motion, as well as with the utmoſt agi- 
lity. I gave her likewiſe a black aga with twelve eu- 
nuchs, who each of them poſſeffed ſome talent proper to 
divert her. 
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FIFTY-SEVENTH DAY. 


REIGNED over 5 moſt faithfat and moſt affec- 
L tionate ſubjects. I loved Zemroude every day more 
and more, and was likewiſe beloved by her. Thus my 
happineſs was complete in every reſpect, when a young 
Pervis made his appearance at my court: he found 
means to introduce himſelf into the acquaintance and fa- 
miliarity of the firit nobility, by an entertaining and 
lively turn of wit. He inſinuated himſelf and won upon 
their affections by his {mart ſayings and ſprightly repar- 
tees ; he accompanied them in their {ports ; ; he revelled 
with them, and gave in to every kind of faſhionable diver- 
ſion. Some {poke to me of him continually, as of a man 
whoſe converſation was more than ordine arily diverting 3 
inſomuch, that at laſt I was curious to ſee him, and to 
have ſome dilcourſe with him. | 
Far from finding that the man had been Aattered in his 
character, he appeared to me, upon trial, much more ac- 
compliſhed than he had been repreſented : his converſa- 
tion charmed me, and freed me from an error and prej u- 
dice, under which a great many perſons of the firſt rank 
labour, who think that men of refined wit and parts are 
only to be found in tourts. I took ſo great a pleaſure 
in converſing with this Dervis, and I thought him ſo very 
capable of the greateſt affairs of ſtate, that I would have 
laced him in the number of my chief miniſters : but 
he thanked me, and ſaid he had made a vow never to 
engage in any employment; that a life of liberty and 
independence was his choice: that he regarded neither 
honour nor riches, but contented himſelf with what Pro- 
vidence (who provides for the moſt inconſiderable of his 
creatures) gave him from day to day for his ſuſtenance. 
In a word, that he did not in the leaſt deſire to change his 
condition. | | 
I could not but admire a man ſo diſengaged from the 
vanities of this world, and 1 eſteemed him the more for 
10 it. 
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it. I received him graciouſly whenever he came to make 


his court to me. If at any time he happened to he in 
the midſt of a crowd of courtiers, my eyes ſingled him 


out, and he was one of thoſe to whom J moſt f re- 


quently addrefied my diſcourſe. I inſenſibly g grew into 


ſuch a ſondneſs ſor him, that I made him my principal 
| favourite. 


One day T took the Arerton of hunting in a wood, 


when, ſeparating myſelf from the throng of my attend= 
ants, the Dervis and I happened to be alone. He then 


began to entertain me with his travels; for though he 


was but young, he had feen a great part of the world, 
He talked to me of a great many curiotities and wonder- 


ful things which he had ſeen in the indies, and particu- 
larly of an aged Brachman, with whom he had made an 


nm 
acquaintance. his great man, faid he to me, poſſeſſed 


T5 
an infinite number of ſecrets, the one more curious than 


the other: the moſt hidden powers of nature were re— 


vealed to him. He died within my arms; but before he 
expired he ſaid to me, That you may remember me, my 


fon, when J am gone, | ſhall, with my dying breath, pe- 
queath a ſccret to you, upon condition you will never 


communicate it to any man. I gave him my promile, 


adds the Jervis; upon the faith of which he entruſted me 


- with his ſecret. 


And what may the nature FP. this ſevret be? ſaid I to 
him; is it not that of making gold? No, Sir, replies he; 


it is a lecret more curious by Tar. ; and of greater value ;— 


it is to reanimate a dead body. Not, purſues he, that 1 
pretend to reſtore to a corple the fame foul that is de- 


parted from it; that is a miracle in the power of Heaven 


alone: but I can make my own ſoul enter into a body 


which is deprived of life; and J will perform the experi- 
ment bcfore your Majetty whenever you pleaſe, It will 
pleaſe me very much, aniwesed I, and, if you wall, it 


hall be this tant. 


It happened very opportunely, as I ſpoke, that a doc 
eame bounding by us; 1 let fly an arrow at her, and 
Wounded her — death. Now we fhall ſee, ſaid J, whe- 
ther you can reanimate this creature. Sir, replies the 


Dervis, your curiotity ſhail toon be ſatisſied: obſerve 


what 19 an prepa ring to do, 1 hele words were no ſooner 
Out 
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out of his mouth, than I ſaw his body fall breathleſs to 
the ground, and that of the doe raiſe 1t{elf with the ut- 


moſt activity. You may imagine my ſurpriſe was more 


than ordinary. Although 1 could not doubt of what 1 had 


ſeen, yet was inclinable to take it for a deluſion in my 


eyes, when the doe came and fawned upon me; then 
making, ſeveral bounds, ſhe fell, and the body of the 
: Dervis, which lay extended on the grals, c came to life 


again that inſtant. 

I was highly taken with ſo wonderful a ſecret, and 
entreated the Dervis to communicate it to me. Sir faid - 
he, I am ſorry ! cannot comply with your defire ; for I 
promiſed. the dying Brachman never to ſhare this ſecret 


with any man, and I hold iny. word to be ſacred. The 


more the Lervis ſeemed to excuſe himfelf from gratifying 
my curioſity, the more he infamed it. In the name of | 


Heaven, ſaid I to bim, do not refute me the ſatisfaction 
I ſo earneſtly demand. I give you my promiſe, likewiſe, 


never to reveal the ſecret; and i fwear by him Who has 


created us both, that ! will never make a wrong ule of it. 
The Dervis, muſing, made a ſhort paule ; then renewing. 


his ſpeech, I cannot hold out any longer againlt a King, 
who is dearer to me than life, I yield to Pour re Heated 
entreaties. Neither did 1, adds he, give tne Brachman any 


more than my bare promiſe; 1 did not confirm it with 
the foleinnity of an bath: : therefore J ſhall inttru& your 


Majeſty in the ſecret. The whole conſiſts in retaining 
only two words; you need but repeat them in your mind 
to reanimate any dead body. And at the fame he taught 
me the two words. | 

-I had no ſooner learned 3 than I was impatient to 
experiment their virtue. | pronounced them with an in- 
tention to make my foul pals likewiſe into the body of the 
doe, and J found 10 It transformed into this animal. 
But the pleature I felt in perceiving the operation take ef- 
fect ſo happily, ſoon ended in ſorrow; for as ſoon as m 
{pirits had lodged themſelves in the ſibſtance of the doe, 
the traitor conveyed his into my body; and bending my 

wn bow at me, he took his aim to wound me; and had 
ſucceeded in his attempt, if, Judging of his intent by the 
action, I had not faved my delt by a ſpeedy flight; he never- 
theleſs let the arrow fly, Which ſpent its force in the air. 


5 3 Ib 
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F IFT Y-EIGHTH DAY. 
o ſee me now ; reduced to aſſociate with the wild 
| inhabitants of the woods and the mountains; happy 
it bad reſembled them in every thing, and that in loſing 
the outward figure, I had likewiſe loft the reaſon proper 
to man! then had I not been delivered up * prey to a 
thouſand afflicting reflections. 

While I was employed in geploring my miſery i in the 
: foreſts, the Dervis filled the throne of Mouſel, and, Which 
was the greateſt torment to me, poſſeſſed Zemroude with- 
out a rival. He left his own- body in the wood, and 
triumphing | in the uſe of mine, enjoyed the ſweets of em- 
pire unmoleſted. But, as he feared, left by virtue of the 
ſecret which had been ſo fatal to me, I might {ſind means 
of introducing myſelf into the palace, and of taking ven- 
geance upon his perfidy, he iſſued out an order the very 
day that he uſurped my dignity, to have all the deer with- 
in the kingdom killed: for, ſays he, 1 am reſolved, out of 
an averfton ! have for thoſe animals, to purge my realm 
of them. Moreover, to incite his ſubjects to be more in- 
duſtrious in extirpating thoſe creatures, he put out a pro- 
clamation with the reward of thirty ſequins for the head 
of every deer that ſhould be brought to him. 

The people of Mouſel, urged on by the hopes of lucre, 
were ſeen immediately to iffue out of the city, and to 
range about the country with their bows ready ſtrung, 
and | their quivers well 7 with arrows. They ik 
dered through the foreſts, and traverſed the e 
wounding and killing all the deer that came within their 
ſhot. By g good fortune I had no reaſon to dread their 
arrows; for. perceiving a nightingale he dead at the foot 
of a tree, I enlivened its little body; and diſguiſed under 
this new appearance, | ſpread my wings, and made to- 
wards the palace of my enemy ; there 7 lay concealed 
within the boughs of a thick thady tree in the garden. 
This tree grew r the apartment of the Queen: there, 
muſing upon the oddneſs of my diſtreſs, and the ny 
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of my rival, my heart ſwelled with grief and tenderneſs ; 
and I began to vent my pains in melodious accents. It 
Vas in a morning; the ſun was newly rifen ; and a wake- | 
ful choir of birds, pleaſed with the returning light, joined 
in their ſongs to exprels the joy with which they were 
inſpired; As for me, inſenſible to the freſhneſs of the 
ſpringing day, I was wholly taken up with my diſquiets. 
With my eyes mournfully bent towards the apartment of 
Zemroude, I filled the air with notes ſo full of complaint, 
that 1 drew the Princeſs to the window. I went on »vith 
my melancholy warblings full in her fight; I employed 
the whole power of my voice, and laid a ſtreſs upon every 
accent, to render it more moving; as if it had been pot- 
ſible for me to make her comprehend the cauſe. of my 
heavy lamentation. But, alas! ſhe was diverted with 
hearing me; and I had the diſpleaſure of fecing, that 
miſtead of being moved to compaſſion by my ſorrowful 
ſong, ſhe could not refrain from laughter, together with 
one of her ſlaves, who likewiſe ran to the ſame window 
e 3 Yo : 

J continued ſeveral days together conſtantly in the gar- 
den; and never omitted to ſing every morning in the fame | 
place. Zemroude likewiſe never failed to come to the 
window ; and, which to me feemed a particular direc- 
tion of Providence, ſhe grew very deſirous to have me in 
her keeping. Says ſhe to her woman, I muit by all means 
have that nightingale taken. Let the bird-catchers be 
ſent for: I love that little creature; I doat upon it. Let 
them be ſure to take it, and bring it to me. The com- 
mands of the Queen were obeyed : the moſt experienced 
bird-catchers were ſent for; they ſpread their nets for 
me ; and as I had no inclination to make my eſcape from 
them, ſince I ſaw their deſign upon my liberty was on] 
to deliver me up a captive to my Princeſs, I eaſily ſuffered 
myſelf to be taken. 55 | 

As ſoon as I came into her hands, ſhe expreſſed an un- 
uſual joy. My pretty little finger, ſaid ſhe in a flattering 
accent, my charming nightingale, I will be thy roſe; 1 
have already conceived an unaccountable tenderneſs for 
thee. At theſe words ſhe Kifſed me, and I turned my 
my bill gently to her lips. Ah the little fool, cries ſhe, 
imiling ; it ſeemed as if it knew what I ſay when I ſpeak 
to it. Briefly, ſhe put me with her own hands into a 


Cage 


— 
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cage of golden wires, which ſhe ad "Wo one of her 


eunuchs to buy in the city. 
I ſung every morning as ſoon as ihe awoke ; : and when 


ſhe came to the cage to fondle me, or give me ſomething 


O 


to cat, inſtead of appearing ſay or any way afraid. I ſpread 
my wings to ſignify my Joy, and put my little beak out 


through "the wires to meet her hand, She was ſurpriſed 


to find me fo tame in fo ſhort a time. Sometimes ſhe 
would take me out of the cace, and let me fly about the 


chamber; at ſuch times I never failed to fly directly to 


her, to make my court, and to receive the returns of her 
tenderneſs: and if any one of her women offered to take 
me, I pecked and pinched her with all my force. By 


theſe little artifices I endeared myſelf by degrees to Zem- 
route fo very much, that ſhe would often lay, ſhe had ſet 
her heart ſo fondly upon me, that ſhe ſhould be incon- 
ſolable if T ſhould happen to die. 

If it was a pleaſure to me, under my 1 afflictions, 


to be conſtantly in the Queen's apartment, paid dear for 


it when the Dervis came to vitit her. How great Was 
my torture? J cannot even to this day reflect upon it 


- with temper. From time to time ] lifted up my eyes to 


Heaven for vengeance. I briſtled up my eathers, and, 


my heart ready to burſt with rage, I did nothing 3 


flutter up and down, and grow reſtleſs in my cage. If 
the Queen at any time carefled me before the traitor, and 


he upon that attempted to ſtroke me, I expreſſed all 
the fur ry and reſentment againſt him with my beak and 


my wings that was pollible; ; but alas! my anger ſerved 
only to "make them ſport, and was too feeble to avenge 
my wrongs. 

Zemroude had likewiſe in her chamber a little bitch 
that ſhe was fond of. This creature, one day as we were 
alone, died in labour. This accident put me upon trying 
the force of my ſecret a third time. 1 am refolved, ſaid 


J, to tranſlate myſelf into the corpſe of the bitch; I ſhall 


then ſee how much the Princeſs wall lament the 3 of 
her nightingale. can give you no account how this 


fancy came into my thoughts; for I did not in the leaſt 
foreſee any advantage that Sould ariſe to me from ſuch a 


change. But this inclination was fo ſtrong within me, 


that it ſeemed like a ſecret impulſe from Heaven; and L 


was determined to follow it at all adventures, 
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FIFTY-NINTH DAY. 


HENEVER Zemroude came into the room, it 
VV was always ner firſt care to look into the cage. 
As ſoon as ſhe perceived that the nightingale was dead, 
ſhe gave a ſhriek that alarmed all her flaves. What is 


the matter, Madum ? ſaid they to her, with terror in their 
looks; has any miſchance happened to you? You Ice 
me, an{wers the Princeſs, abandoned to deſpair, and 


drowned in tears ;—my nightingale is dead! my dearctt 


bird! my little ſpouſe! Why am I fo ſoon deprived of 


thee * Muſt ] never more then hear the melody of thy 


ſongs! Mult I never careſs thee more! What have I done 
to merit ſo ſevere an aillidtion ? e | | 
She was ſo overwhelmed with grief, that her women 


ſtrove to comfort her in vain : all they could ſay did but 


heighten her ſorrow. Upon this, one of them ran to ac- 
quaint the Lervis of the condition of the Queen, He came 


in all diligence to her; and repreſented to her, that the 
death of a poor bird ſhould not throw her into fo great 


agonies ; that the loſs was not irreparable; that if the 
was ſo paſſionate a lover of nightingales, and defired ever 
ſo many, that it was an eaſy matter to gratify her. But 
in vain did he ſpeak ; his reaſons had no manner of in- 
fluence upon the mind of Zemroude, Ceaſe, Sir, ſaid 
ſhe to him, ceaſe to combat my grief; it is not to be 
overcome. I know very well it is a great weakneſs in 
me to be inconſolable for the death of a bird; I am as 
fully convinced of this as you can be; and yet I have not 
the force to reſiſt the preſent calamity that oppreſſes me. 
I loved this little creature; it ſeemed to be ſenſible of all 
the fondneſs I ſhewed it, and to return all my kindnets 
after ſuch a manner as made me doat upon it. If my 
women came near it, what rage and di{dain did it not 


* » - D 
expreſs; when if I offered to touch it, my hand was no 


ſooner held towards it, but it came forward to meet me. 
i 1 cannot help thinking that it felt even a paſſion for me. 


it 
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It would gaze upon me with ſo much earneſineſs and 
orieved 


pleaſure, that one would imagine ſometimes that it g 


for want of words to {peak the ſentiments of its heart. 1 
could read all this plainly in its eyes. Alas! when ] re- 
collect every little circumſtance of this nature, I cannot 

command my grieſs. My poor, dear, lovely bird, I have 


loſt thee for ever | When ſhe had ſpoken thele words, her 
tears redoubled, and ſhe ſeemed incapable of conſolation. 


began to preſage ſome good fortune to myſelf from the 


extremity of her affliction. I lay in one corner of the 


room, giving ſuck to my young ones, where J heard and 

_ obſerved every thing, without being myſelf taken notice 
of. My mind gave me that the Dervis, to comfort the 
Queen, would have recourſe to his ſecret ; neither was I 


miſtaken in my gueſſes. 


The Dervis, feeing the Princeſs was not to be reaſoned 
out of her immoderate grief, as he loved her paſſionately, 
and was nearly touched with her tears, he ordered all her 


ſlaves to quit the room, and to leave him alone with the 


Queen. Madam, then ſaid he to her, thinking no one 
_ overheard him, ſince the death of your nightingale gives 


you ſo great an uneaſineſs, he muſt be brought to lite 
again. Afflict yourſelf no more ; you the foe him 


_ revive : | promiſe to reſtore him to your wiſhes. No 


fooner ſhall you awake to-morrow, than you ſhall hear 
him ſing as before, and fee him make his uſual court to 
you. | „„ : : | 

I hear what you are pleaſed to ſay, Sir, replies Zem- 


roude: you regard me as a diſtracted perion, whoſe 


phrenzy 1s to be flattered. You would have me believe 


that to-morrow I ſhall ſee my nightingale once more alive, 


© 


To- morrow you will put this miracle off to the followin 


day; and ſo, deferring my expectations from day to day, 
you hope by degrees to wean me from my miſeries, and 
at laſt utterly to efface in my mind all remembrance of 


my bird: or elſe, continues ſhe, perhaps you intend this 


day to procure me ſuch another, and to convey it into the 

cage, to beguile my ſorrows. No, my Queen, anſwers 

the Dervis, no indeed; it ſhall be this very bird which 

you now ſee breathleſs in his cage, this nightingale whom 

ou ſo lament ; this very fondling ſhall ſing to you again. 

will renew him to lite, and ſhall be pleaſed to 15 9 
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laviſh all your uſual affection upon him. He ſhall be- 


come more ſenſible than ever of your kindnets, and ſhall 


ſhew a ſtronger deſire to pleaſe you; for I myſelf will 


animate his little frame; I will every, morning wake him 
into life to divert you, This wonder 1 can perform; it 


is a ſecret I do poſſeſs. If you doubt of it, or if you are 


over impatient to ſee your bird revive, I all animate him 
thisinſtant. | IP %ͤ;ũ w- neg 
The Princeſs made no reply to what he faid ; judging 


therefore, by her ſilence, that ſhe was not convinced he 
had the power of which he boaſted, he laid himſelf upon 
a ſofa, where, by the virtue of ſome cabaliſtic words, 


which ſerve as a vehicle to the foul to make it paſs into 
any corpſe, he left his, or rather my body, and entered 
into that of the nightingale. The bird began immediately 


to ſing in the cage, to the aſtoniſhment of Zemroude. 
But it was not long before his melody failed; for as ſoon 


as he begas to warble, I quitted the body of the bitch, 


and haſtily ſhot myſelfinto my own. This point gained, 


I ran to the cage, I put in my hand, and taking out the 
bird in a paſſion, I twiſted off his neck. What are you 
doing, Sir? ſays the Princeſs to me: why do you treat 
my nightingale in that manner? If you did not think 
fit to let him live, you ſhould not have called him back to 
life. £ = 5 
Heaven be praiſed, cried I, without attending to what 


ſhe ſaid, ſo intent was I upon the vengeance I had accom- 


pliſhed upon the outrage done to my honour and to my 
love, it 1s finiſhed ; 1 have at laſt puniſhed the traitor, 
whoſe deteſtable perfidy deſerved the moſt rigorous chaſ- 
tiſement. If it was a ſurprife to Zemroude to ſee her 
nightingale revive, it was likewiſe no leſs ſo when ſhe 
heard me utter theſe words with a more than ordinary 
vehemence. Sir, ſaid ſhe, what is it tranſports you? and 
what means all that you have juſt now ſpoken ? 

I related to her all 1 had ſuffered; and I could per- 
ceive, as I went on with my ſtory that ſhe was ſeized by 
frequent intervals with agonies and ftarts of horror. 
Her cheeks glowed with ſhame, and turned pale with 
grief by turns, to think how unfaithful ſhe had been to 
me, though ignorant and innocent of what ſhe did. 


There 
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There Was no room left her any longer to Aube that i 
was the true Fadlallah; becauſe the body of the Dervi 


had been found in the wood, together with a copy of the 
edict he had given out to have all the deer killed. 


SIXTIETH DAY. 


HAD » no ſooner inſtructed Zemroude in all the parti 

. Culars of fo ſtrange an adventure, but I repented of 
my indiſeretion: it had been lufficient only to tel] her, 
that ſome profound. cabaliſt had taught me the {ſecret to 


animate a dead body, without mentioning the viliany of 
the Dervis. Would to Heaven that ſhe had Mill" re- 
mained ignorant of his foul crime! then perhaps I had 
to this day been happy in the poſſeſſion of her charms ! 

But what do I ſay ? and whither do I wander in the ex- 
travagance of my thoughts? do I not know, that the 
good and the evil which attend man in this life, are fixed 
and pre-ordained from the be 


ginning. 

The daughter of Mouaffac was ſo greatly troubled, 

that ſo vile a wretch had taſted the ſweets of her perſon, 
that it was impoſſible for me to reſtore her peace of mind. 

In vain did I repreſent to her, that her ignorance acquitted 
her in the fight of Heaven and of the world, as well as to 


me; that the Dervis alone was guilty, who had expiated 


his crime with his death. In ſpight of all that I could 


ſay to her, in ſpight of all the aſſurances I gave her to love 
her ſtill with the ſame unalterable affection, I could not 
prevail upon her to think no more of this unhappy acci- 
dent. Briefly, ſhe ſickened, and died within my arms, 
aſking my pardon with her parting breath tor a crime no 
way imputable to her, and which did not in the leaſt 
diminiſh my love. 


When ſhe was dead, and I had paid the ſolemnities of 


mourning and ſorrow for ſo dear a life, I ſent. for Prince 


Amadeddin Zengui. My couſin, ſaid 1 to him, I have no 
children; I refign the crown of Mouiel to you; I quit 
all claim to it. I renounce all the grandeur of ſovereign- 
ty, and relolve to paſs my remaining days in obſcurity. 
| | Amadeddin, 


2 
* 
= 

: "33 
* 

8 7 
WP 

1 

<8 

582 

9 

N. 


4 


" A , . * * 
: x : TP 8 88 8 þ 4 7 
I 0. 2 * "Ox: 7 r * 4 - 5 5 et | 
— 47 5 BD $i N g & N 8 » voy oe a dt 
. * N * - — 


3 \ 


THUS] 


S 
2 2 Ts, 
ww BE Si 


— 
A 


3 RY 
r 
A 


x 


j 


4 
8 
* 
i 
4 
1 5 


PERSIAN "TALES, | Su 


Ama adeddin, who truly loved me, uſed every argument to 
turn me from my reſolution ; but [ gave bim to under- 
ſtand his endeavours were of no efficacy Prince, {aid 1; 
the purpoſe of my foul is fxed : once more. J give You 
up my dignity. Take poſſeſſion of the throne of Fadlal- 


| w_ and may you prove more fortunate than I : rule over 


a people, Who are acquainted with your merit, and who 
48 al ready experienced the happineſs of ſo good a maſ- 


ter. As for me, I bid adieu to pomp and titles; : I ſhall 


go far away into ſome diſtant climate, where I may lead 
a life of privacy in an unenvied condition: there, free 


from the cares that attend on empire, I ſhall give myſelf 


up to lament the loſs of Zemroude, and recollecting the 


happy hours and days we have paſſed together, ſooth my 


afflictions by that {weet e hob NE 


Accordingly | leit Amadeddin upon the throne of- 


Mouſel; and, attended only b y a few ſlaves, I took my 
Way towards Bagdad, where I tafely arrived with a quan- 


tity of gold and jewels. I al:ghted at Mouaffac's houſe: 
his wife and he were not a little ſurpriſed to ſee me; 
much more were they aſtoniſhed when I informed them af 
the death of their daughter whom they paſſionately loved. 

J did not deliver my unwelcome news without ſhedding 


v5 
tears myſelf, and exciting the fame in them. I did not 


continue long at Bagdad ; I joined a great number of pil- 


grims, who were going to Mecca: there, after I had per- 


formed my devotions, 1 found by chance a company of 


Tartar pilgrims, with whom I came into Tartary. We 


happened to pais through this city; I thought the ſitua- 
tion of it agreeable, for which reaton I took up my reſt 
here: and almoſt forty years are now elapled tince I 
ſettled in this place. I pals here for a ſtranger, who for- 
merly followed merchandizing. 4live abſolutely retired; 

and very rarely receive any viſit. Zemroude is never ab- 


ſent from my mind, and I pleate myſelf in Manag * 


petually upon her. 


run 
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ThE CONTINUATION OF THE HISTORY OF PRINCE 
e AND OF THE PRINCESS OF CHINA. 


Wurd F adlallah hair run ra rhrongh the whole chain ; 


of his adventures, he ſaid to his gueſts, this is 


my ſtory. You ſee, by my misfortunes and your own, 


that the life of man 1s a reed perpetually ſhaken and ſhat- 


tered by the tempeſtuous winds of the north. Neverthe- 
leſs, I mutt tell you, that I live happy and aunruffled ever 


ſince I came to Jaic. I never repent that I reſigned the 


crown of Mouſel. I find an infinite ſatisfaction in the 
obſcure condition J enjoy. Timurtaſch, Elmaze, and 


Calaf were liberal in their md er of the ſon of 
Bin-Ortoc ; the Can admired the greatnels of his reſolu- 


tion, in diveſting himſelf of dominion in order to live 
like a private perſon i in a ſtrange land, where no one knew 
the rank he once held in the world. Elmaze praiſed his 
fidelity to Zemroude, and his wonderful re 
of her: and Calaf ſaid to him, Sir, it were to be wiſhed, 


gret for the loſs 


that all men, who labour under adverſities, poſſeſſed the 


firmneſs of mind which you have given ſuch ſnining 


proofs of in the ſevereſt aſſaults of fortune. 

They prolonged the converſation till it was time to re- 
tire to reſt : then Fadlallah called his ſlaves, who brought 
in wax tapers in candleſticks made of the wood of aloes, 
and conducted the Can, the Princeſs, and his ſon into an 
apartment, where the ſame ſimplicity was to be ſeen as 
appeared in the reſt of the houſe. Elmaze and Timur- 


taſch remained in one chamber, and Calaf went to fleep in 


another. Early in the morning, the old man came into 


the apartment of his gueſts, as ſoon as he was informed 


they were riſen, and ſaid to them, you are not unfortunate 


alone: I am juſt now informed, that an ambaſſador, from 
the Sultan of Carizme, arriv ad laſt night within this 
city; that his maſter ſends him to Henge-Can, to requeſt 
of him not only to refuſe his protection to his enemy, the 
Can of the Nogais, but likewiſe to have him ſeized if he 
ſhould paſs through the country of Jaic, Now there is a 


report, 
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report,” continues F adlallah, that this unhappy Can, for 


fear of falling into the hands of the Sultan of Carizme, is 


| fled from his capital with his family. Upon hearing 


this, Jimurtaſch and Calaf . ged colour, and | the 
Princeſs fainted. | 


SIXTY-FIRST DAY. 


7 HEN Fadlallah ſaw Elmaze fall into a ſwoon, 

and perceived a manifeſt conſternation in the 

looks of the father and the ſon, he conjectured his gueſts 
to be no merchants. I ſee plainly, ſays he to them, when 
the Princeſs had recovered the ule of her ſenſes, that you 
intereſt yourſelves deeply in the misfortunes of the Can 
of the Nogais : or rather, if I may uſe the freedom to 


declare my thoughts, believe that you three are the de- 


plorable objects of the Sultan's vengeance. Yes, vir, 
anſwers Timurtaſch, we are the victims he ſeeks to ſacri- 
fice. I am the Can of the Nogais ; you ſee here my wife 


and my ſon. We ſhould be to blame if we made an 


ſcruple of revealing ourſelves to you, aſter the kind recep- 
tion we have met with, and the confidence you have 
placed in us. Moreover, I hope you will aſtiſt us by 
your counſels to diſengage ourſelves from the danger 
which purſues our flying ſteps, and overtakes us here. 
The conjecture is very hazardous, replies the old Kin 


of Mouſel. I know Illenge-Can; he dreads the Sultan 


of Carizme; and there is no doubt but, to pleaſe him, he 
will order diligent ſearch to be made after you. You can 
never be in ſafety with me, nor in any other houſe within 
this city. You have no other ſecurity, but to depart 
with all poſſible ſpeed out of the land of Jaic ; pals over 
the river Irtiche, with all imaginahle diligence, gain the 
frontiers of the tribe of Berlas. I' imurtaſch, his wife, 
and Calaf approved the advice. Immediately Fadlallah 
commanded three horſes to be made ready for them with 
provitions ; and, preſenting them with a purſe of gold, 
be gone, without delay, ſaid he to them; you have no 


time 
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time to loſe, Tomorrow; at fartheſt, llenge-Can may 


caute you to be ſought after. 


They payed their. due acknowledgment to the King . 


then de parting out of. Jaic, they pa aſſed over the Irtiche, 


and arrived, after ſeveral days journies, upon the territo- 


ries of the tribe of Berlas. They ſtopped their flight at 
the firſt horde they met with : there they ſold their horſes, 
and lived in full tranquillity ſo lon | 


g as their money laſted ; 


but when that failed, the Can _ to grow iſquict, 


and to murmur atreſh. Wherefore, faid he, is it expe- | 
dient that I ſhould ſtill linger 1 in this world? had it not 
been more eligible in my own realms to expect my proud 


enemy, and die with honour in defending my capital, 


than to preferve A life which 1s but one 8 of misfor- 


tunes. It is in vain we reſign ourſelves with patience to 
the ſeverity of our deſtiny : Heaven will never ſhew fa- 
vour towards us; ſince, notwithſtanding our ſabmitiion 
to its will, our miſeries purſue us from place to place. 


Sir, ſays Calaf to him, let us never deſpair, nor think our 


_ evils endleſs. That Providence, which diſpoſes of events, 


has ſome good in reſerve perhaps for us, that we cannot 
foreſee. Let us go on, adds he, to the capital horde of 
this tribe: my heart preſages that our fortune there my 
wear another face. 


They went therefore to the horde ER the Can of 
Berlas lived; they entered under a great tent, which was 


ſet apart for an hoſpital to receive poor ſtrangers: here 
they laid themſelves down in a corner, not knowing b 


what means to procure themſelves any ſubſiltance. Calaf 
left his father and his mother in this place, and went on 


further into the horde, aſking charity from every paſſen- 


cer. Thus he gleaned up a little money, with which he 


bought prov ions; ; and towards the cloſe of the day, re- 
turned with them to his father and his mother. They 
could neither of them refrain from weeping when they 
underſtood their ſon had been demanding alms : the tears 


likewiſe began to ſwim in Calaf's eyes when he obſerved 


their tenderneſs ; and he ſaid to them, nothing, I confels, 


can be more afflicting to my ſpirit, than to lee myſelf re- 
duced to beg; nevertheleſs, when 1 have no other me- 


thods of rel:eving you, I do it willingly, how great ſoever 
the ſhame may be, But, continues he, the beſt expedicnt 


I can 
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I can think of, will be for you to ſell me for a ſlave, which 


will ſupply you with money to ſubſiſt a conſiderable 
time. What ſays my ſon ? cries Timurtaſch at this pro- 
poſal. Would you have us live upon the price of your 
liberty ? rather let the hardſhips we ſuffer laſt for ever! 


If one of us three muſt be ſold to ſupport the other two, 


Jam the perſon; and for your ſakes I ſhould willingly | 
bow my neck to ſervitude.  ' _ ts 
Sir, replies Calaf, I have hit upon an expedient, To- 
morrow morning I will go and take my ſtation amongſt 
the men that carry burdens ; it 1s very reaſonable to ex- 
pet that I may be employed in my turn; and fo we ſhall 
be able to ſubſiſt upon my labour. Finally, they agreed 
to this reſolution. The Prince, therefore, the following 
day, placed himſelf amidſt the porters of the horde, and 
waited to be employed in common with others; but it 
happened he had not the good fortune to be employed ; 
inſomuch, that the day was now half ſpent when he had 
earned nothing. This greatly troubled him: if J have 
no better ſucceſs in my buſineſs, thinks he, how ſhall I 
maintain my father and my mother? _ . | 
He had no longer patience to wait unprofitably amongſt ' 
the porters, ſeeing no one took the leaſt notice of him. 


Therefore he left the horde, and paſſed on into the coun- 
try, to have the greater freedom of thought, and to reflect 


in quiet upon ſome other means of ſubſiſting. He fat 


= down under a tree, where, after imploring Heaven to 


compaſſionate his condition, he fell afleep. When he 
awoke, he ſaw upon a bough near him a moſt beautiful 
hawk ; his head was adorned with a plume of feathers of 
a thouſand different colours, and his neck was encom=- 
paſſed with a chain of gold foliage, enriched with dia- 
monds, topazes, and rubies. Calaf, who was well ſkilled 
in falconry, preſented his wriſt, and the bird immediately 
pitched upon it. This accident tranſported the Prince of 
the Nogais : Who knows, ſays he to himſelf, what this 
may end in! in all appearance this bird muſt belong to 
the Sovereign of the horde. Neither was his conjecture 
wrong; it proved to be the hawk of Alinguer, Can of 
Berlas ; this Prince had loſt it the day before in the fields. 
His falconers ſearched the country round for it with the 
utmoſt diligence and anxiety; becauſe their maſter 
VOL, Is K had 
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had threatened to puniſh them ſeverely, if they returned 
to the court without this bird, which he loved ſo paſ- 


ſionately. 
SIXTY-SECOND DAV. 


DNN CE Calaf returned to the horde with the hawk. 
The people gathered about him as he went along; 


they ſhouted, and ſaid, ſee here; the Can's hawk which 


was loft is found! bleſſings upon the man who brings 


gladneſs to our Prince, by preſenting him with his fa- 
vourite bird. When Calaf was now come up to the royal 
pavillion, and appeared with the hawk upon his wriſt, 

the Can was tranſported to ſee his bird, and ran to give 


it welcome: then, addreſſing himſelf to the Prince of the 
Nogais, he enquired of him where he had found his 
hawk. Calaf related to him every particular as it fell 


out; after which the Can ſaid to him, you ſeem a ſtran- 


ger to me: from what country, and of what profeſſion are 


you? Sir, anſwers the ſon of Timurtaſch, caſting himſelf 


down at his feet, Tam the ſon of a merchant of Bul- 
gary, who was very rich. I undertook a journey with 
my father and mother into the land of Jaic ; we were 
_ Tet npon by robbers, who have ſpared nothing but our 


| lives: and we have begged our bread on the way to this 


horde. es | ep | 5 
Young man, replies the Can, Lam glad it has been 


your good fortune to find my hawk; for I have ſworn to 
grant the perſon who ſhould bring him back to me, the 


three things he ſhall aſk : therefore you need only to ſpeak ; 
let me know what you deſire I ſhould do for you, and 
be aſſured of having your wiſhes accompliſhed. Since I 
am permitted, ſays Calaf, to demand three things, I wiſh, 
in the firſt place, that my father and mother, who are in 
the hoſpital, had a tent allotted to themſelves within the 
verge of your Majeſty's court, and that they may be 
maintained at your expence the reſt of their days, and be 
ſerved by ſome of the officers of your houſehold. In the 
next place, I deſire one of the beſt horſes in your ſtables, 
3 aee-Re Bonne | ready 
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1957 ſaddled and bridled ; and laſtly, a prin ly habit, 
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Th 04 


all complete, with a rich ſabre ond a purſe of gold, 95 
enable me to undertake, with conv 3 a journey I 


have caſt in my thoughts. Thy detires ſhall be were ; 


ſays Alinguer. Bring hither thy father dt Gy mother ; 


Twill this very day begin to entertain them as you have 


required; and to-morrow you ſhall have a princely habit 
complete, with the fineſt horſe 1 in my ſtables, to 8⁰ where- 
ever you pleaſe. 


Calaf proſtrated kim; A een Une before the Can; . 


then, making his acknowledgments for the honour and 


great favours conferred upon him, he returned to the tent, 
where Elmaze and Timurtaſch expected his coming with 
impatience. I bring you good tidings, ſaid he to them; 
our fortunes are already changed : then he related all that ; 
had befallen him. This adventure pleaſed them highly, 
and they looked upon it as a certain pledge of future 
Happineſs, They followed Calaf with cheerfulnefs, who. 
conducted them to the royal pavilion, and preſented _ 
them to the Can. This Prince received them graciouſly, 
and aſſured them that he would in every reſpect make 
good the promiſe he had given their fon. Accordingly 
he iramediately appointed them a tent in particular to 
themſelves; he cauſed them to be ſerved by the flaves 
and officers of his houſehold, and ordered they ſhould be 
treated in all things lixe himſelf. 

On the morrow Calaf was clothed in a magnificent 
habit; he likewiſe received from the hands of Prince 
Alinguer a ſabre, the handle of which was ſtudded with 


diamonds, and a purſe filed with ſequins of gold ; after 


which he preſented him with one of the fineſt horſes that 
ever eyes beheld. Calaf, to ſhew his {kill in riding, 
mounted, and made him perform his caracols with ſo 
much eaſe and addreſs, as charmed the Prince and his 
courtiers, 

When he had renewed his acknowledgments to the 
Can for all his goodneſs and generoſity, he took his leave 
of him. Tkis done, he returned to Tae and the 
Princeſs Elmaze : I have, ſaid he to them, an earneſt de- 
fire to ſee the great kingdom of China, let me have your 
permiſſion to gratify it : my heart preſages that I ſhall 
fignalize myſelf by lome * action, and that I ſhall 

K gain 
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gain the faendihip of that Monarch; who rules over realms : 


of ſuch vaſt extent. Suffer me to leave you here in ſafe- 
ty, where you will want for nothing, while dl follow the 


| ſtrong bent of my inclinations, or rather give myſelf up 
to the guidance of Heaven, which is my conductor. Go, 
my ſon, ſays Timurtaſch to him; cheriſh the noble ar- 

dour that animates thy hopes; haſten to the fortunes that 


attend thee: bring back to us with ſpeed, by thy virtue, 
the proſperity which is ordained to ſucceed to our ſuffer- 
ings; or, by a glorious death, acquire a juſt and laſting 
 Tenown in hiſtory amongſt the ſhining inſtances of unfor= 


g 
tunate Princes. Go on, my ſon; depart : we ſhall con- 


tinue in this tribe till we hear Carte from you; and 
we ſhall take the meaſures of our. fortunes from thoſe of 


Fours. 


and his mother, and took his way towards China. The 
hiſtorians make no mention of any adventures that might 


happen to him in his journey; they only inform us, that | 


when he arrived at the great city of Canbalec, otherwiſe 
Pequin, he alighted near a houſe in the ſuburbs, which 


was the dwelling of a little old widow-woman. Calaf 


D 


went up to the door, upon which the old woman ap- 


peared; he ſaluted her, and ſaid, My good mother, can 

ou find in your heart to receive a ſtranger into your 
houſe ? If you can furniſh me with a lodging in your 
houſe, I may venture to aſſure you, that you ſhall have 
no reaſon to be ſorry for it. She examined the young 


Prince with her eyes ; and judging by his goodly mien, 


as well as by his dreſs, that he was no common gueſt, the 
made a , Kea inclination of her head, and replied, 
Young ſtranger of noble appearance, my houſe, and every 
thing within it, is at your ſervice. And have you, re- 
Joins he, a place convenient for my horſe ? Yes, ſaid ſhe, 
I have. At the ſame time ſhe took the bridle in her 
- Hand, and led the horſe into a little ftable on the backſide 
of the houſe, . Then ſhe returned to Calaf; who, finding 
himſelf diſpoſed to eat, aſked if ſhe had no body to ſend 
to buy ſomething for him in the market? the widow an- 
ſwered that ſhe had a ſon twelve years old, who would 
| opal himſelf handſomely of ſuch a commiſſion, "This 
this 


The young Prince of: OR Nogais embraced his father 


e 
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| this the Prince took a ſequin of gold nut of is LY 
put it into the boy's hands to go to market. 


In the mean time, the hoſteſs was not a little buſied in 
ſatisfying Calaf's curioſity, He put a thouſand queſ- 


tions to her: he aſked her what were the manners and 
cuſtoms of the inhabitants of the city ? how many fami- 


lies were computed to be in Pequin ? and the converſa- 


tion in the end fell upon the King of China. Inform 
me, I entreat you, ſays Calaf to her, of the character of 


this Prince; is he generous? and would he, do you 


think, give any encouragement to a young man and a 
| ſtranger, who ſhould offer himſelf voluntarily to ſerve 
againſt his enemies? In a word, might it be of any advan- 


tage to me, if I ſhould devote myſelf to his intereſts ? 
Without doubt, replies the old woman; he is a moſt ex- 
cellent Prince, one who loves his ſubjects in as great a 
degree as he is beloved by them. I am ſurpriſed that you 
ſhould never hear of our good King Altoun-Can, for the 


fame of his goodneſs has diffuſed itſelf over the face of the 


earth, 


From the portraiture you give me of him, rejoins the 
Prince of the Nogais, I imagine he muſt needs be the moſt _ 


happy, and the moſt contented Monarch in the univerſe, . 
And yet he is not, anſwers the widow :; it may be averred, 


that he 1s very unhappy. In the firſt place, he has no 
Prince to ſucceed him; notwithſtanding the prayers he 
puts up to Heaven, and the number of good works he 


does daily, he cannot obtain the bleſſing of a ſon. How- 


ever, I muſt tell you that the grief of having no male 


child, is not what afflicts him moſt : that which deſtroys 


the whole quiet of his life, is the Princeſs Tourandocte, 
his only daughter. And how, replies Calaf, comes it to 
paſs that ſhe is a grievance to him ? I am going to inform 
you, ſays the widow; I am very particularly inſtructed 
in that affair; for my daughter, who has the honour to 
be in the ſeraglio amongſt the number of the Princeſs's 


ſlaves, has often entertained me with a diſtinct relation of 
the whole, | | 
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 SINTY-THIRD DAV. 


IE Princefs Tenn ice (purſues che old hoſteſs of 
the Prince of the Nogais) is in the nineteenth year 


of her age: ſhe is ſo very beautiful, that the painters 


who have attempted her picture, though the greateſt ar- 
| tiſts of the Eaſt, have all of them owned, with confuſion, _ 
that they have been foiled, and that the pencil of the moſt 
5 practiſed 1 in beautiful ee would never be able to ex- 


preſs half the charms of the Princefs of China: never- 
_ theleſs, the different paintings that have been made of her, 
though infinitely ſhort of the original, have cauſed great 
| havoc in the world. 

To her raviſhing beauty ſhe j Joins a mind ſo embelliſhed, 
that ſhe is miſtreſs not only of every accompliſhment which 


is uſually taught to ladies of her rank, but is likewiſe per- 
fectly killed in thoſe ſciences which are proper only to 
men. She can write the different characters of ſeveral 


languages; ſhe is knowing in arithmetic, and geography, 
in philoſophy, 1 in the mathematics, in the law, and more 
eſpecially 1 in theology. She has ſtudied the laws and the 
moral writings of our great legiſlator Berginghuzin. In 
a word, ſhe is as learned as all our doctors together : but 
all her bright perfections are eclipſed by an unexampled 
inſenſibility of heart; ſhe tarniſhes her charming merit by 
a deteſtable cruelty. 

It is now two years ſince the King of Thebet ſent to 
demand her in marriage for the Prince his ſon, who fell in 
love with her upon the ſight of a picture of her which 
came into his hands. Altoun-Can, pleaſed with this alli- 
ance, propoſed it to Tourandocte. This haughty Princeſs, 
who, vain of her beauty, deſpiſes all men alike, rejected 
the propoſition with diſdain. The King grew angry with 
her, and declared he would be obeyed : but inſtead of 
ſubmitting herſelf cheerfully to the will of her father, ſhe 
_ wept out "of mere obſtinacy, and an averſion to be con- 


ouled, She afflicted herſelf beyond meafore, as if ſome 
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inſupportable evil had been laid upon her: finally, ſhe 


continued to torment herſelf to ſuch a degree, that ſhe 
fell into a ſickneſs. The phyſicians, knowing the cauſe 
of her indiſpoſition, told the King that all their remedies 


were ineffectual, and that the Princeſs would infallibly 


die if he perſiſted to compel her to marry the Prince of 
Thebet. e na be 
Then the King, who loved his daughter to diſtraction, 


apprehending the danger ſhe was in, went into her apart= 
ment to aſſure her, that he would ſend back the ambaſſa- 


dors of Thebet with an abſolute denial. That, Sir, ſays 
the Princeſs, will not be ſufficient; I am reſolved to ute 
no endeavours to preſerve my life, unleſs you will grant 
me what I am going to aſk.— If you deſire T ſhould not 
die, you muſt oblige yourſelf, by an inviolable oath, not 
to oppoſe my inclinations. And moreover, I will have 
you publiſh an edict, by which you ſhall declare, that 
whatſoever Prince ſhall demand me, muſt not expect to 
marry me, before he ſhall anſwer pertinently to the queſ- 
tions which I ſhall think fit to propoſe to him in the 
hearing of all the profeſſors of the law within this city; 
that if his anſwers prove right, I conſent to take him for 
my huſband ; but if otherwiſe, that his head ſhall be 
firuck off in the court before your palace, _ 

By virtue of this edit, which ſhall be made known to 
all the foreign Princes who ſhall come to Pequin, no one 


will be forward to demand me in marriage, and that is 


what I would accompliſtr; for I have an averſion to men, 
and will not be married. But, my daughter, ſays the 
King to her, ſuppoſe ſome one, diſregarding my edict, 
ſhould preſent himſelf, and anſwer juitly to your queſ- 
tions, —— That, interrupting him, rejoins ſhe, is what L 
have no reaſon to fear. I can ſtart ſuch points as would 
puzzle the profoundeſt doors ;. and I am contented to 
ſtand the riſk. Altoun-Can pauſed awhile upon what 
the Princeſs exacted from him. I ſee plainly, thinks he, 
that m daughter will never be induced to wed, and that 


this edict will effectually deter all her lovers; ſo that I 


hazard nothing in granting her this ſatisfaction: no evil , 
can ariſe from it; for what Prince will be ſo thoughtlets: 


as to provoke his fate by ſo deſperate an undertaking ? 
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PFinally, the King concluding that ſuch an edit could 
de attended with no ill conſequences, and that the cure of 
his daughter depended abſolutely upon it, ordered it 

. ſhould be. publiſhed ; and ſwore by the laws of Ber- 
ginghuzin, that it ſhould be punctually obſerved. Tou- 


randocte, relying upon the ſacredneſs of his oath, which 3 
ſhe knew the King would never preſume to violate, 
recovered her ſtrength, and was ſoon reſtored to a perfet _ * 
| health. 8 z no Bf 


Notwithſtanding this, the reputation of her beauty 

drew divers young foreign Princes to Pequin. It was to 
no purpoſe to repreſent to them the tenor of the edict : as 
there are very few who think meanly of their own capa» 
city, eſpecially amongſt the young men, they had the pre- W 
ſumption to preſent themſelves to anſwer to the queſtions ' 


of the Princeſs; and, not able to penetrate their dark 5 
meaning, they all of them, one after the other, periſhed = 
without mercy. The King, to do him juſtice, is nearly 1 
touched with compaffion for their fate: he repents, that by 
he has irrevocably bound himſelf by an oath ; and, not- = 


withſtanding his infinite tenderneſs for his daughter, he 
Would rather chooſe to let her die than preſerve her at ſo 
dear a rate. He employs his utmoft endeavours to pre- 
vent theſe calamities. When any lover, who ſtands in 
no awe of the edict, comes to him to demand the hand of 
the Princeſs, he labours to diſſuade him from his reſolu- 
tions; and never gives his conſent to any one to expoſe 
his life, but with the greateſt regret. But for the moſt _ 
part he has the misfortune not to be able to prevail with 
the raſh young men; they are ſo taken up with the paſ- 
fion for Tourandocte, and ſo intoxicated with the hopes 
of poſſeſſing her, that they overlook the danger which 
ſurrounds her. 5 . 
But though the King ſeems touched with the deaths 
of theſe unhappy Princes, it is not ſo with his inhuman 
daughter; ſhe glories in the bloody ſpectacles which her 
beauty exhibits to the people. So exceſſive is her va- 
nity, that ſhe looks upon the moſt amiable Prince not 
hs as unworthy of her, but even inſolent, in daring to 
raiſe his thoughts up to the hopes of poſſeſſing her, and 


ſhe regards his death as a puniſhment due to his auda- 
ciouſneſs. | 
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What is moſt to be lamented is, that there ſhould 


ſtill be a freſh ſupply of Princes who come to ſacrifice 
_ themſelves to this barbarous Princeſs. It is not long ſince 


a Prince, who flattered himſelf that he had ſkill ſu 


cient 


to anſwer her queſtions, has loſt his life; and this very 
night another is to die, who, as ill fate would have it, 


came to the court of China, urged on hy the ſame de- 


ſtructive hopes. 


SIXTY-FOURTH DAY. 


ALAF was very attentive to the diſcourſe of the old 
woman. I am not able to comprehead, ſays he, 
when ſhe had done ſpeaking, how any Prince can be fo 
void of underſtanding as to demand the Princeſs of China : 
what man 1s there but muſt tremble when he hears the 


condition, without which ſhe is not to be obtained? Be- - 


ſides, let the painters who have drawn her ſay what they 
will, let them never ſo much declare that their works ſhew 


but a faint reſemblance of her beauty, I am rather in- 


clined to believe, that they have added to her charms, 
and that they have flattered with their pencils, fince their 
pictures of her have produced ſuch extraordinary effects. 
Jo be free with you, I cannot imagine Tourandocte is fo 
beautiful as you ſpeak of her. Sir, rejoins the widow, 
her charms are far beyond what I am able to expreſs: you 
may credit my teſtimony, for I have often ſeen her when 
I viſited my daughter in the ſeraglio. Form the brighteſt 
ideas to pleaſe your imagination; lay together in your 
mind every grace and feature that can enter into the com- 
poſition of a finiſhed beauty, and be aſſured, when you 
have put your fancy to the ſtretch, that you will not be 
able to figure to yourſelf a form that may in the leaſt ſtand 
in competition with that of the Princeſs. 

The Prince of the Nogais thought his hoſteſs took a 
delight in magnifying every little circumſtance, and could 
by no means prevail upon himſelf to believe her: never- 
theleſs he felt a ſecret kind of pleaſure, without knowing 
any reaſon for it, But, my mother, renews he, are the 

K 5 queſtions 
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queſtions which the King's daughter propoſes, ſo very 
difficult and intricate, that there is no making any an- 
ſwer to them, in ſuch a manner as may ſatisfy the men 
of the law? For my part 1 am of opinion, that the 
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learning. No, no, replies the old woman; never were 
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and it is next to an impoffibility to anſwer to them 
directly. „VT. 5 
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and her unfortunate lovers, the little boy who had been 
ſent to market came home with a ſtore of proviſions. 
Calaf ſat down to a table, which the widow ſpread for 
him, and eat with the appetite of a traveller who had 
faſted long. In the mean time the night came on, and 
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noiſe. It is, anſwers the old woman, to advertiſe the 
people that ſome one is to be put to death: and the 
wretch who is to be ſacrificed is the Prince, who I told 
Fou was to be this night beheaded, for failing in his an- 
ſwers to the. queſtions of the Princeſs. Criminals are exe- 
cuted by the day-light ; but this is a particular caſe. 
The King in his heart deteſts the cruelties which he 1s 
forced to exerciſe upon the lovers of his daughter, and is 
willing to hide the barbarity from the fight of the ſun. 
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the cauſe of which to him ſeemed very extraordinary. He 
went out from his lodgings, and meeting in the ſtreets a 
| vaſt crowd of Chineſe, whoſe curioſity brought them to- 
gether, he mixed with them, and went on with the ſtream 
into the court of the palace, where ſo tragical a ſcene was 
to be repreſented, | 

He ſaw in the middle a very high tower of wood, the 
outſide of which, from the top to the bottom, was co- 
vered with branches of cypreſs, within which there was 
hung a prodigious number of lamps, ranged in order, 
which ſpread ſo great a light, that the whole court ſhone 
with them. Beneath the tower there was a ſcaffold pre- 
pared, covered over with white ſatin, and round about it 
ſtood ſeveral pavilions of taffeta of the ſame colour. 


* 


Princes who could not penetrate into the meaning of 
them, were all men of narrow capacities and little 


any riddles ſo obſcure as the queſtions of the Princeſs, 


While they were talking to this effect of Tourandocte 


immediately the tymbals of juſtice began to reſound in 
the ſtreets. The Prince demanded the meaning of that 


ä 


The ſon of Timurtaſch was deſirous to ſee this execution, 
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Behind theſe t tents tro thouſand ſoldiers of the 8 of 


Altoun-Can were poſted two ranks deep, with their 
ſwords drawn and axes in their hands, ſo as to form a 
double barrier againſt the people. Calaf was very intent 
upon every thing that preſented itſelf to his view, when 
on a ſudden the mournful ceremony, for which this pomp 


was all prepared, began by a confuſed noiſe of drums and 
bells, which ſounded far from the top of the tower: at 
the ſame time, twenty mandarins, and as many men of 


the law, every one clothed in long white woollen robes, 
came out from tie palace, advancing towards the ſcafe 
fold; and when they had three times marched in proceſ- 


| fion round it; they ſat-down under the pavilions. 


In the next place appeared the victim, adorned ' with 
flowers, inter woven with leaves of cypreſs, with a blue 
fillet round his head, and not a red one, like the criminals 
condemned by the ordinary courſe of juſtice. He was a 
young. Prince, ſcarce eighteen years of age: He was at- 


| tended by a mandarin, who led him by the hand, and 


followed by the executioner. They all three mounted 


the ſcaffold : immediately the noiſe of the drums and bells 


ceaſed, Then the mandarin addrefled his ſpeech to the 
Prince, with a tone of voice ſo raifed, that half the people 
might Hear him. Prince, ſays he to him, is it not true 
that you were informed of the tenor of the Kings edict, 


when you firſt preſented yourſelf to demand the Princeſs 
in marriage? Is it not true likewiſe, that the King em- 


ployed his beſt endeavours to diſſuade you from your raſn 
attempt? The Prinee anſwering that it was true; declare 
then, adds the mandarin, that it is your own. fault if you 
loſe your life this day, and that the King and the Prin- 
ceſs are no ways anſwerable for your death. I forgive 
them, replies the Prince, whatever ſhall befal me, I im- 
pute it to myſelf alone; and my prayer is, that Heaven 
may never require at their hands the blood that ſhall this- 
day be ſhed. 

Scarce had he ended theſe words, when the executioner 
ſevered his head from his body with a ſudden ſtroke of 
the ſabre. The air inſtantly reſounded afreſh with the 
ringing of bells, and the rattling of drums. In the mean 
while, twelve mandarins came to take care of the dead 


body: they laid it into a coffin made of ivory and ebony; 
Kk 6 then, 
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then, placing it upon a bier, ſix of them bore it upon 
their ſhoulders into the garden of the ſeraglio, under a 


dome of white marble, which the King had erected ſor a 
place of burial to all the unhappy Princes who ſhould 


_ quently and weep alone over the monuments of thoſe 


their aſhes, 
 SIXTY-FIFTH DAY. 


' A 8 ſoon as the mandarins had carried off the Prince 
who was executed, the populace and the men of the 


law all retired to their houſes, blaming the King for his 


 imprudence in giving a ſanction to cruelty by the ſacred- 
neſs of an oath, which he muſt not violate. Calaf re- 
mained in the court of the palace, his mind buſied with a 
thouſand confuſed reflections. Not far from him he per- 
ceived a man, from whoſe eyes guſhed a torrent of tears; 


he concluded he muſt be a perſon deeply intereſted in the 


execution which he had ſeen performed; and deſirous 
to be farther informed, he addreſſed his ſpeech to him. I 
have a fellow-feeling, ſaid he, in the exceſs of grief which 


you ſeem to expreſs; I enter into all your ſufferings, and 
make no doubt but you were intimately acquainted with 
the Prince who has now been put to death. Ah, Sir, 


anſwers this afflicted perſon, redoubling his tears, I ſhould 
know him intimately, for I bred him up. Oh thou un- 


happy King of Samarcande! adds he, what will be thy 


ſorrow, when thou ſhalt hear the ſtrange fate of thy ſon ? 
And who is the man that ſhall dare relate the mournful 


- meſſage to thee ? 


Calaf demanded by what means the Prince of Samar- 
cande became enamoured of the Princeſs of China. I 
ſhall inform you, ſays the Governor of the Prince to him; 
and you will, I queſtion not, be aſtoniſhed with the rela- 
tion I am going to make. - This Prince of Samarcande, - 


purſues he, lived happy in his father's court, All the 
4 | courtiers 


incur the ſame fate. It was his cuſtom to go fre- 


who lay there, thinking in ſome meaſure to atone for 
the barbarity of his daughter, by paying this tribute to 
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courtiers regarded him as a Prince that muſt one day be ; 


their Sovereign, and ſtudied not leſs to pleaſe him than 
the King himſelf. He uſually employed the day-time 
in hunting, or in exerciſing himſelf at mall. At night he 
would ſecretly invite into his apartment all the gay and 
youthful perſons of the court, with whom he would revel 
in the choiceſt wines and liquors. Moreover he took a 
delight ſometimes in ſeeing the beautiful ſlaves dance, and 
in hearin 


g the muſic of voices and inſtruments. Not to 


_ dwell upon particulars, the days, the hours of his life 
flowed on in an uninterrupted courſe of pleaſures. 


Theſe amuſements went on as uſual, when a famous 
e arrived at Samarcande with the pictures of ſeveral 


Princeſſes, who ſat to him in the different courts he had 


viſited. He came one day to fhew them to my Prince, 


who, when he had examined thoſe which were laid before 


him, faid, 'Thefe are fine pieces indeed; and I am per- 
ſuaded that the originals are not a little obliged to you. 
Sir, anſwers the painter, I wil! confeſs to you, that in 
theſe pictures my pencil has flattered a little ; but then, 
at the ſame time I muſt tell you, that I have one piece 
more beautiful than any of theſe, and yet it falls far thort 
of the original. As he went on {peaking to this pur- 
poſe, he took out of the bottom of a little box, in 
which he kept his paintings, the portrait of the Princeſs 
of China. 5 | 
My - maſter had no ſooner taken it in his hands, but 
imagining it beyond the power of nature to produce a 
beauty ſo perfect, he cried out, that the world did not 
contain ſo charming a creature, and that the Princeſs of 
China muſt infallibly have been more flattered in her 
picture than any of the others. The painter proteſted to 
him that it was not ſo; and aſſured him, that the moſt 
maſterly hand would never be able to expreſs the fine air 
and the bloom which were diffuſed through all the lovely 
features of the Princeſs Tourandocte. Relying upon the 


aſſurances of this artiſt, my maſter bought the picture; it 


made ſo ſtrong an impreſſion upon him, that, quitting 


his father's court, he departed from Samarcande, accom- 

panied by no man beſides myſelf. Without letting me 

into his defign, he took the road that leads to China, 

and never ſtopped till be came into this city, He pro 
| poſe 
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wars, and in the end to demand the Princeſs in marriage. 


Prince, which ſeems unaccountable, inſtead of ſhewing 


tisfaction. I will inſtantly go, ſays he to me, and deſire 


randocte. Why ſhould I think meanly of my own capa- 


Ing the Princeſs. 3500 | | 

need not acquaint you, Sir, with what followed, con- 
tinues the Governor, ſobbing as he ſpoke. You muſt: 
already. have concluded, from the tragical ſcene you have - 
_ juſt now ſeen, that the unfortunate Prince of Samarcande - 
was not able, notwithſtanding all his hopes, to anſwer 
the fatal queſtions of this inhuman. beauty, who delights- 
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the lives of ſeveral King's ſons. When he ſaw that he 
was to prepare himſelf for death, he gave me the picture 
of this crueł Princeſs, I entruſt you, ſaid he to me, with 
this ineſtimable piece; preſerve the precious pledge: ſhew- 
it to my father when you ſhall relate my deſtiny to him: 
_ when he ſees the charming object, I doubt not but he will 


will take upon him to carry the unwelcome meſſage to the 
king his father: as for me, loaded with my. affliction, I 
cande, to lament a Prince who was ſo dear to me. Oh 
my much regretted maſter! Oh that when this fatal pic- 
ture fell into your hands, you could have looked upon it 
with my eyes! Oh barbarous Princeſs ! henceforward let: 
all the Princes of the earth think of you as I think ! then, 
inſtead of inſpiring them with love, would you raiſe in 
their ſouls the ſentiments. of horror. Having expreſſed 
his reſentments in theſe words, the Governor of the Prince 
of Samarcande went away full of indignation, looking 
upon the palace with eyes that ſparkled with rage, and 
ſaid not a word more to the ſon of Timurtaſch. Prince 


— - — 
x — — 
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. and intended to go back to his old hoſteſs; but 
e loſt his way in the dark, and before he was aware of 
it, 


poſed to himſelf to ſerve Altoun-Can for a time in his 


But immediately upon our arrival, we were informed of 
the rigour of the edict; and upon hearing of it, my 


any ſigns of uneaſineſs, expreſſed a manifeſt joy and ſa- 
that I may be allowed to anſwer to the queſtions of Tou- 


city ; or rather, why. ſhould I not be confident of obtain». 


in ſhedding of blood, and who has already taken away 


pardon my raſhneſs. But, purſues the Governor, Jet who 


reſolve to retire far from this place; and far from Samar-- 


Calaf gathered up the picture with eagerneſs from the 
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- 2 it, found himſelf out of the town. He waited impa- 
of i tiently for day-light, to behold the beauty of the Princeſs | 
of China. As ſoon as he could ſee and fatisfy his cu- 
* 1 rioſity, he opened the box in which the picture was in- 
— = cloſed; however, he heſitated before he looked upon it. 


What am I going to do? cried he; ought | to caſt my 

eyes on ſo dangerous an object? Think Calaf, think of 

the ill effects it has produced. Haſt thou forgot what 

the Prince of Samarcande's Governor juſt now told thee? 

Do not look on this picture. Reſiſt a defire which would 

lead thee away, while it is only mere curioſity. As long 
as thou haſt the uſe of thy reaſon, thou mayeſt prevent 
thy ruin. But why do I talk of preventing it, added he; 
what falſe reaſons beget this cowardly prudence ? If] am. 
to love the Princeſs, my love is already writ in Heaven, 
in characters that can never be effaced. Beſides, 1 can- 
not ſee any danger in looking upon the fineſt picture that 
ever was. A man muſt be very weak to be diſturbed at- 
the ſight of a vain mixture of colours. Fear nothing ; 
behold with inſenſibility thoſe conquering and murdering 
features. T would even find faults, and have the new 
Pleaſure of cenſuring the charms of this too proud Prin- 
ceſs ; I would mortify her vanity, by letting her ſee that 
J beheld her image without emotion. ng 


— 


SXTV-SIXTH DAY. 


TIN vain the ſon of Timurtaſch flattered himſelſ that he 
could look on the picture of Tourandocte with indif- 

* ference; he beheld, he examined, he admired the turn of 
8 the face, the regularity of the features, the lovelineſs of 
We the eyes, the mouth, the noſe—every thing ſeemed to him 
WP to be in perfection. He was aſtonithed at the conſidera- 
1 tion of it in the whole, and in every particular; and 
though he was upon his guard againſt it, he ſuffered him- 
ſelf to be charmed by it. Spite of himſelf he was incon- 
ceivably troubled. He did not know himſelf. What 
fire, ſaid he, is this that animates me? Into what diſorder 


has 
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has this picture put my ſenſes? Is this, juſt Heaven, the 
fortune of all that behold this picture? Muſt they love 
the inhuman Princeſs is repreſents? Ah! I find but too 
well that ſhe will make the ſame impreſſion on me which 
ſhe made on the unfortunate Prince of Samarcande, I 
ſubmit to the power of the beauty that wounds me : and 

| Inſtead of being frighted at his piteous ſtory, I almoſt envy 
his misfortune. What a change is this! Good God! 1 
cannot now comprehend how any one ſhould be ſo inſen- 
ſible of her charms, as not to deſpiſe the rigour of the edict : 
I fee nothing terrible in it. From this moment all the 
peril vaniſhes. Co ro oe own 
No, incomparable Princeſs, continued he, looking on 
the picture with a languiſhing air, no obftacle ſhall hinder = 
me; I will love you, ſpite of your barbarity : and ſince I 
am permitted to aſpire to the poſſeſſion of you, I will do 
all that I can to obtain it. If I periſh in ſo noble an en- 
terprize, all that will trouble me in death, will be the 
thoughts of loſing you. | 
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Calaf being come to a reſolution to demand the 
Princeſs, returned to his hoſteſs. He had, much ado to 
find the houſe again, ſo far had he wandered out of his 
Way in the dark. Ah! my ſon, ſays the old woman as 
ſoon as ſhe ſaw him, I am tranſported at the fight 
of you. I was aſraid what was become of you. 
Why did you not return fooner ? Mother, replied he, I 
am ſorry you ſhould have been under ſo much concern 
on my account, but I loſt my way in the night. He 
then told her how he had met the Governor of the 
Prince who had becn put to death, and did not fail to re- 
peat all that the Governor had ſaid to him. He alſo 
ſhewed her Tourandocte's picture: See, ſays he, if 
this is not an imperfect image of the Princeſs of China: 
I cannot think that it comes up to the beauty of the 


ori = = 
y the ſoul of the prophet Jatmouny, cried the old 
woman, after ſhe had examined the picture, the Princeſs $3 
is a thouſand times handſomer and more charming, I * 
wiſh you had ſeen her, you would then be of my opinion, 


that all the painters upon earth will never be able to make b 
an image ſo beautiful; I will not except the famous 6 
Many. I am extremely pleaſed, replied the Prince of the ® 
Nogais, with your aſſuring me that the beauty of Tou- 4 

| randocte 
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randocte is above all the efforts of painting. How does 


the thought of it delight me? It confirms me in my 
deſign, and excites me to attempt immediately ſo glo- 


rious an undertaking. Why have I not already caſt 


myſelf at her feet? I die with impatience to try whe- 
ther I ſhall not be more happy than the Prince of 


Sam arcande. 


What's that you ſay ? my ſon, replied the widow 2 


What defign is it you have formed? and do you really 


reſolve to put it in execution? Yes, mother, ſays Calaf, 


this very day will J offer myſelf to anſwer the Princeſs's 


queſtions. When I came to China it was with an 


intention to ſerve the great King Altoun-Can in the 


armies; but it is better to be his ſon-in-law than his 
general. 3 55 . 
The hoſteſs burſt out into tears, crying, Ah! my Lord, 
in the name of God think no more of it: you will ſurely 
3 in ſo raſh an enterpriſe, as the demanding of the 
rinceſs will be. Inſtead of being charmed with her 


beauty, hate her as the cruel cauſe of ſo many tragical 


events. Confider with yourſelf what will be your pa- 
Tents trouble when they hear of your death, and do not 
bring ſo much miſery on their heads. Ah, mother, re- 
plies the ſon of Timurtaſch, do not touch me in the moſt 
tender part. I am not ignorant that if 7 put an 
end to my life, I ſhall cauſe the moſt mortal affliction to 
thoſe to whom I owe it; I own they love me ſo tenderly, 
perhaps they will not be able to ſurvive me: yet as ſen» 
{ible as I ought to be, and as I am of their tenderneſs to 
me, I muſt give way to a ſtronger impulſe than that of 
filial duty. But what need I fear giving them diſplea- 
ſure? Will not my doing what I intend to do render 
them more happy? yes, doubtleſs; their intereſt agrees 
very well with my paſſion: and were my father here, he 
would be ſo far from oppoſing my defign, that he would 
inſpire me with new reſolution to execute it immediately. 
I am reſolved upon it ; don't ſpend time to no purpoſe, 
in endeavouring to difſuade me from it; nothing in the 

world ſhall hinder me. | — | 
When his hoſteſs found he would not hearken to her 
advice, it redoubled her affliction. And will you, ſays 
ſhe, my Lord, will you run upon inevitable ruin? A 
| that 


— . — 
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that you had never come within my doors, never heard of 


the name of Tourandocte! You fell in love with her on my 


praiſing her to you. Ah! wretch that J am, it is I that 


aw the cauſe of your deftruction—I that ſhall have your 


death to reproach myſelf with. The Prince of Nogais, 


_ interrupting her, ſaid, No, my good mother, you are in 


no wiſe the occaſion of my misfortune. Do not impute 


to yourſelf my love for the Princeſs; I am deſtined to 
love her, and in loving her, only fulfil my deſtiny, Be- 


tides, how do you know that J ſhall not be able to an- 
Tſwer her queſtions? I neither want learning nor under- 
ſtanding. Perhaps Heaven has reſerved for me the ho- 


nour of delivering the King of China from the troubles 
which ſo terrible an oath has cauſed him. But, conti- 
nued he, taking out of his pocket a purſe the Can. of 


Berlas had given him, in which were a good many pieces: 
of gold, as I own that this is uncertain, and it may 


happen I may loſe my life, I make you a preſent: of this 
| Purſe to comfort you for my loſs. You. may alſo ſell 


my horſe, and keep the money, for I ſhall have no 
need of it, whether the daughter of Altoun-Can be the 
reward of my boldneſs, or whether death be the ſad price 
ut ik : os DE. 


SIXTY-SEVENTH DAY. 


* HE widow took the purſe from Calaf, ſaying, Yow 
| are very much deceived, ſon, if you think this gold 
will comfort me for the loſs of you: Fſhall lay it out in 


good works, give part of it to the poor in the hoſpitals, 


who patiently endure their miſery, and whoſe-prayers are 
conſequently ſo agreeable to God: the reſt I ſhall diſtri- 


' bute among the miniſters of our religion, that they may 


Join all in their prayers to Heaven, to inſpire you with more 
reaſonable reſolutions, and not ſuffer you to expole your= 
ſelf to ſuch certain deſtruction, All that 1 beg of you is, 
that you will not this day offer yourſelf to anſwer Tou- 
randocte's queſtions ; ftay till to-morrow, the time is not 
long.. Let me have till then to engage holy men, and 

our 


PERSIAN TALES e 


of 4 our prophet Jatmouny, in your intereſts ; aſter that 


ny 


lat 


ur 
is, 


Prince, replied the ſon of Timurtaſch, and come to offer 


do what you will. Give me but this ſmall ſatisfac- 
tion: I muſt ſay you owe it to a perſon who has ſo en- 
tire a friendſhip for you, and will be inconſolable if you 
RR. | 5 
8 Calaf ſhewed her by his looks he could not deny her 
requeſt. He was not only one of the handſomeſt Princes in 
the world, he was alſo one of the beſt natured; and it was 
impoſſible to ſee and converſe with him, and not to love 
him. The old widow's grief touched him : Well, mo- 
ther, ſaid he, I will have ſo much complaiſance for you. 
J will not go to-day to demand the Princeſs ; but I muſt 
needs tell you, that I don't believe your prophet Jat- 
mouny can make me change my reſolution. He ſtaid 
at home at his hoſteſs's all that day. She in the mean 
time, went about to the hoſpitals to diſtribute her 
alms, and to the Bonzes, to purchaſe for ready money 


their interceſſion with Berginghuzin. She alſo ſacrificed 


'Hens and fiſh to idols; neither did ſhe forget the genii, 
to them the offered rice in the places dedicated to their 


_ worſhip, 


But the prayers of the Bonzes, and all the idol miniſ- 
ters, though they were well paid, produced not the effect 
which the good woman expected; for the next morn» 
ing the Prince appeared more reſolute than ever in his 
deſign to demand Tourandocte in marriage. Adieu! 
mother, ſaid he to the widow ; I am ſorry you put your- 
ſelf yeſterday to ſo much trouble for me; you might very 
well have ſpared your pains ; for I aſſure you I am of the 
fame mind ſtill. At theſe words he left her; and his 
Hoſteſs was fo troubled at his going, that covering her 
face with her veil, ſhe ſet her head on her knees, and con- 
tinued thus in a fit of ſorrow which is not to be expreſſed. 

The young Prince of the Nogais, perfumed with eſ- 
fences, and fairer than the moon, went directly to the pa- 
lace : he found five elephants tied at the gate, and two. 
thouſand ſoldiers well armed cap-a-pee, drawn. up on 
each fide, One of the chief officers, perceiving by Calaf's 
air that he was a ſtranger, ſtopped him, demanding of him 
what buſineſs he had at the palace. I am a foreign. 


. 


yſelf to the King, to beg of him that he will permit me- 
Oe ta 
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to anſwer the queſtions of the Prineeſs his daughter. The 
officer heard him with aſtoniſhment, and ſaid, do you 6. 
know, Prince, that what you come about is death? you 
had better have ſtaid at home: return to your own coun- 
try, and don't flatter yourſelf with the hopes of obtaining 
the barbarous Tourandocte: were you as wiſe as a man- 
darin of ſcience, you would never find out the meaning 
of her ambiguous words. I thank you for your counſel, 
replied Calaf; but I am not come hither to go back as! 
came. Go and die then, ſays the officer ſurlily, ſince there 
is no hindering you. Upon this he let him enter the pa- 
lace, and turning to ſome other officers who had heard 
their converſation, How handſome and well made that 
young Prince is! ſaid he; 'tis a pity he ſhould die fo 
 loon. | * 5 | 
In the mean while Calaf paſſed through ſeveral fhalls, 
and came at laſt to that in which the King uſed to give 
audience to his people: there was a throne in it made of 
ſteel of Catai, in the form of a dragon, about three cubits 
| high ; over it was a canopy of yellow ſatin, adorned 
| with diamonds, ſupported by four lofty pillars of the ſame 


Catai ſteel. Altoun-Can, arrayed in a veſt of gold bro- 
cade, with. a red ground, ſat on the throne : the gravity 
olf his air agreed perfectly well with that of his beard, 
| which was divided into three parts, and each part bound 
| with a diamond buckle. The Monarch, after he had 
8 audience to ſome of his ſubjects, caſt his eyes on the 
rince of the Nogais, who was in the crowd : as he ap- 
peared to be a ſtranger, and by his air and dreſs to be of 
no common rank, he called one of his mandarins, pointed 
with his finger to Calaf, and ordered him to inform him- 
ſelf of his quality, and the occaſion of his coming to his 
court. | 
| The mandarin went up to the ſon of Timurtaſch, and 
N told him the King deſired to know who he was, and if he 
had any thing to demand of him. You may tell the 3 
King, your maſter, replied the young Prince, that lam 
the only ſon of a Sovereign, and am come to endeavour YR 
to deſerve the honour of being his ſon- in- law. 4 
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SIXTY-EIGHTH DAY. 


Io fooner did Altoun-Can know the Prince of the 


Nogais's anſwer, than his countenance changed, 
and he turned as pale as death. He ceaſed giving au- 
dience ; he diſmifled all the people, deſcended from his 
throne, and went up to Calaf; Raſh youth, ſays he, are 
you informed of the rigour of my edict, and the miſerable 


end of all thoſe who have obſtinately perſiſted in demand- 


ing my daughter? Yes, my Lord, replied the ſon of Li- 
murtaſch, I know all the danger I run; even my eyes 
have been the witneſſes of the juſt and late death which 
your Majeſty cauſed to be inflicted on the Prince of Samar- 


cande, But the deplorable end of theſe audacious men, 


who vainly flattered themſelves with the ſweet hopes of 
poſſeſſing the Princeſs of China, has only inflamed the 
defire I have to deſerve her. CE Wn 
What madneſs is this! ſaid the King; ſcarce has one 
Prince loft his life, but another preſents himſelf to the 
ſame deſtiny ; they ſeem to take a pleaſure in ſacrificing 


themſelves! What blindneſs ! what temerity ! recollect 


yourſelf, Prince, and be not ſo prodigal of your blood. I 


= Pity you more than any of thoſe that have already come 


to ſeek their deaths here: 1 feel an inclination for you, 
and would do all that I can to hinder your deſtroying 
yourſelf, Return to your father's dominions, and Jet 


him not have the affliction to hear by fame, that he muſt 


no more expect to ſee his only ſon. 
My Lord, replies Calaf, nothing can more delight me, 
than to hear from your Majeſty's mouth that I have the 
ore fortune to pleaſe you ; I take it for a happy omen. 
erhaps Heaven, moved by the miſeries that have been 


cauſed by the beauty of the Princeſs, will make uſe of 


me to put a ſtop to them, and at the ſame time ſecure the | 
quiet of your life, now troubled by a neceſſity of autho- 
rifing ſuch cruel actions. Are you ſure that I ſhall not 


* right anſwers to the queſtions that ſhall be aſked me? 


TR 


been 


' PERSIAN TALES. 213 


= 


How do you know that I ſhall periſh ? If others have not 
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been able to find out the ſenſe of Tourandocte's obſcute 
words, is that a reaſon that I ſhall not be able to do it? 


No, my Lord, their example ſhall not oblige me to re- 
nounce the honour to which I pretend, that of having you 
for my father-in-law. The King replied with a great 


deal of compaſſion, Ah! wretched Prince, are you al- 
ready weary of life? The lovers that have before you 


preſented themſelves to anſwer the ſad queſtions that my 


| hoped to unriddle the myſtery, and they have all been 


E _ miſtaken : alas! you will be betrayed by your confi- 
dence, as they have been. Once more, my 1 
he, let me perſuade you to deſiſt: I love you, and would 


ſave you. Do not by your obſtinacy render my good 


intention uſeleſs. You are in an error, to think you can 
anſwer on the ſpot to what the Princeſs will propoſe to 


you; you will have but half a quarter of an hour to 


ſtudy upon each queſtion ;—that's the rule. If in the 
moment you do not then make a right anſwer, ſuch as 


| ſhall be approved of by all the doctors that are the judges, 


you will be ſentenced to death, and the next night will 
that ſentence be put in execution. Therefore, Prince, re- 
tire; conſult the wiſe, paſs the reſt of the day in conſider- 
ing what you had beſt to do: make your ſerious reflec- 
tions on what I have ſaid, and to-morrow come and tell 
R * T A 15 g 
aving ſaid this, he left Calaf, who retired very much 


mortified that he muſt wait till the morrow; for what the 


King ſaid had no manner of influence on him. Me re- 


turned to his hoſteſs, without having the leaſt ſuſpenſe in 


his mind on account of the peril to which he expoſed 
himſelf. As ſoon as he came to the old woman, and told 
Her what had paſſed at the palace, ſhe began to harangue 
him again, and do what ſhe could to diſſuade him from 
his enterpriſe: but all her endeavours were fruitleſs, they 
had a contrary effect, and made him the more eager upon 
proſecuting it. Accordingly he returned the next day to 
the palace; and the King hearing he was come, received 
him in his cloſet, not being willing that any one ſhould 
hear what they ſaid. \ JT 

Ah! Prince, ſays Altoun-Can, ought I to be troubled 


* 


or to rejoice that J ſee you to-day ? in what ſentiments - 


do 


on, purſued 


daughter has put to them, talked juſt as you do: they all 
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3 so you come? My Lord, replied Calaf, I am ſtill in the 
Te fame mind. I had fully conſidered the matter when I had 
the honour yeſterday to preſent myſelf before your Ma- 
__ jeſty. I am determined to ſuffer the ſame death as my 
u rivals, if Heaven has not otherwiſe pre-ordained my deſ- 
tiny. The King was ſo afflicted with his obſtinacy, that 
1 he ſmote his breaſt and tore his beard. How unhappy 
am I, ſays he, in having conceived ſuch an affection for 
this man! Ihe death of the others was not ſuch a trouble 
to me. Ah! my ſon, continued he, embracing the Prince 
of the Nogais, if my reaſons will not ſhake your reſolu- 
tion. give way to my grief. I find that the blow which 
will deprive you of your_life, will ſtrike to my heart. 
Do not, I beſeech you, think of poſſeſſing my cruel. 
daughter; you will find other Princeſſes enough in the 
world: why are you fo reſolutely bent on obtaining an 
inhuman one, whom you can never obtain? Stay if you 
will, in my court ; you ſhall have the firſt rank there 
next to myſelf: you ſhall have handſome flaves, and 
pleaſure ſhall every where attend you. In a word, I 
will look upon you as my own fon, Renounce all 
Pretenſions to Tourandocte, and let me at leaſt have 
we ſatisfaction of depriving this bloody Princels of one 
victim. | | 
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SIXTY-NINTH DAY. 


1 "FRE ſon of Timurtaſch was very rauch touched with 

| the King's offering him his friendſhip with fo much 
+ tenderneſs; but however he replied, Suffer me, my 
Lord, to expoſe myſelf to the peril from which you 
would divert me. The greater it is, the more tempting 
tit is to me. Nay, I confeſs to you there is a ſecret charm 
even in the Princeſs's crygity, which pleaſes my love, in 
3 Aattering myſelf that I am perhaps the happy mortal who 
is tgitrinmph over her pride. I pray your Majeſty, in 
ti die of God, to forbear oppoſing a deſign, on which 

yogtory, my peace. and even my life depends; for in 
Hort, I cannot live unleſs I obtain Tourandocte. 


Altoun- 


from his perilous purpoſe, was mortally grieved at it. \ 
Audacious youth, ſaid he, thy deſtruction is unavoidable, 


daughter: Heaven is my witneſs, I have done what I 


| theſe words, he called the chief of the firft band of his 
_eunuchs, commanding him to conduct Calaf to the pa- 


The perpetual ſervant of your illuſtrious race come in 3 


found it was in vain to pretend to convince him of the 
danger and madneſs of his attempt, I had the curioſity to 
fee whether his obſtinacy had no other foundation than 
his love; I aſked him ſeveral queſtions on different gg 
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Altoun-Can, finding there was no way to divert him 


nd 


ſince with mad obſtinacy thou perſiſteſt in demanding my 


could to bring thee to reaſon. Thou rejecteſt my coun- 
ſels, and hadſt rather periſh than follow them. We will 
talk no more of it, thou wilt ſoon receive the reward of 
thy folly. I conſent that thou undertakeſt to anſwer 
Tourandocte's queſtions ; but J muſt firſt do thee thoſe = 
Honours that I pay ſuch Princes as ſeek my alliance, At 
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lace of the Prince, and to let him have two hundred 
eunuchs to ſerve him. „ | 
Scarce was the Prince of the Nogais come to the pa- 
lace, whither he had been conducted, but the principal 
Mandarins came to ſalute him; that is, they kneel and 
bow their heads to the ground, ſaying one after another, 


that quality to do you reverence ; they afterwards make 
their preſents, and retire. „ . 
In the mean time, the King, whoſe friendſhip and com- 

paſſion made him concern himſelf in an extraordinary 
manner for the ſon of Timurtaſch, ſent for the moſt able, 
or at leaſt the moſt famous profeſſor of the royal college, 
and told him there was a Prince come to demand his 
daughter; that he had ſpared no pains to diſſuade him 
from it, and all to no purpoſe; adding, I would have 
you, doctor, endeavour to bring him to reaſon by your 
eloquence; to that end I ſent for you. The doctor 
obeyed, went to Calaf, and had a long conference with 
him. When it was over he returned to Altoun-Can, and 
ſaid, my Lord, it is impoſſible to perſuade the youn 
Prince ; he will obtain the Princeſs or periſh, When 


ters, and was ſurpriſed to find him ſo learned and x 

ing. He is a Muſſelman, and ſeems to be well inſtructe 

in every thing that regards his religion. In fine, to ſpeak 
72 : what 
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what I think, I can't help telling your Majeſty, that I 


believe, if any Prince is able to anſwer the Princeſs's queſ- 


tions, this is he. 


Ah! doctor, cries the King, how -am I tranſported 
with what you tell me! Would to Heaven that this 
Prince may be my ſon-in-law! As ſoon as I caſt m 
eye on him, I took an aftecticn to him. May he be 
| happier than the reſt that have come to periſh in this 
city! The good King Altoun-Can was not contented to 
put his vows to Heaven for Calaf, he ordered public 
prayers and ſolemn ſacrifices in the temples; an ox was 
by his command offered to Heaven, a goat to the ſun, 
and a hog to the moon. Fle ordered alſo, that the fra- 
ternities of artificers in Pequin ſhould hold their feſtivals 
in favour of Calaf, that he-might obtain the Princeſs he 
eame to demand | FL 
Alter theſe prayers, ſacrifices, and feſtivals, the Chineſe 
Monarch tent his Colao to the Prince of the Nogats, to 
give him notice, that he muſt prepare himſelf to anſwer 
the Princeſs's queſtions the next day, when he would be 
{ent for to appear before the divan, who had already re- 
ceived orders to aſſemble for that purpoſe, _ 
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SEVENTIETH DAY, 
A much as Calaf was reſolved to try his fortune in 
| this enterpriſe, he had not a very quiet night of 1t : 
ſometimes he truſted to his genius, and flattered himſelf 
with ſucceſs ; ſometimes he an his confidence in him- 
ſelf, and imagined what ſhame it would be to him, 
if his anſwers did not pleaſe the divan. Nor did he 
forget to think of Elmaze and Timurtaſch; Ah! ſaid 
be, if I die, what will become of my poor father and 
mother ? | | re 
Such were his reflections when day broke upon him. 
He preſently heard the jingling of bells, and the beating 
of drums, and gueſſed it was the ſignal for thoſe that were 
P to affiſt at the aſſembly to give their attendance. He 
then addreſſed himſelf thus to Mahomet : O great pro- 
VOL. I. | L La phet, 
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phet, chou ſeeſt my condition ; ;afpire me on this impor- 
tant occaſion : Shall I go to the divan, or to the King, 


and tell him the danger terrifies me? He had no Woener | 


ſaid theſe words, than he felt no more any of thoſe ter- 
rors. His boldneſs returned. He roſe and drefled him- 
ſelf in a caffetan, and a cloak of red ſilk with gold flowers. 
His ſtockings and ſhoes were of blue filk, and all his ap 
| pare] a preſent from Altoun- Cen. 
When he was drefled, {ix mandarins entered his Sa 
ber, arrayed in long erünſon robes; and having ſaluted 
him as they had done the day before, they told him, they 
came from the King to conduct him to the divan. 
He followed them, and was led by them croſs a court, 
| where ſoldiers were drawn up on each ſide. When they 
came into the firſt conncil hall, they heard above a thou- 


find muticians and fingers,” who linging and playing on 


their inſtruments made a ſurpriting noiſe, F rom thence 
i they went to the great council hall, which had a com- 
munication with the inner palace; here the afſembly 
were ſitting under pavilions of ſeveral colours all round 
the hall: che moſt conſiderable manderins were ranged 


on one ſide, the Colao and the profeſſors of the royal col- 
lege on the other; ſeveral doctors of known abilities 


were in other places. In the middle were two thrones of 
gold, placed in two triangular ſeats. When the Prince 


of the Nogais entered, the noble and learned aſſembly ſa- 


luted him with great reſpe ect, but ſaid not a word; ever 
one expecting the King's coming, kept a profound ſilence. 


*'T'was about ſun-rifing ; when the firſt rays of that bright 


ſtar appeared, two eunuchs opened the two ſides of the 
curtains before the gate of the inner palace, and imme-— 
dliately the, King came forth, accompanied with the 


Princeſs Tourandocte, who ache a long robe of gold 


tiſſue, and a veil of the ſame : both alcended their 
thrones by five ſteps of filver. ehen they had taken 

their places, two very beautiful young women took their 
ſtands, one on the King's fide, the other on the Princeſs's. 
They were two flaves of Altoun-Can's ſeraglio; their 
faces and their breaſts were bare; they had large pearls 
in their ears, and held in their bands pen and paper to 
write down what the King ſhould bid them. All that 
were proven rote up at the fight of Altoun-Can, and kept 
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ſtanding with great gravity, their eyes half ſhut. Calaf 
alone looked round him where he pleaſed ; but he could 
not take his eyes off the Princeſs, nor IC help comin > her 
majeſtic mein. 

When the mighty Monarch of China had given diders: 
to the mandarins and the doctors to ſeat themſelves, one 
of the fix lords, who had conducted him to the hall, and 
ſtood by him, fifteen cubits from the two thrones, kneeted - 


down, and read a memorial containing the Prince's de- 
mand of the Princeſs Tourandocte in marriage: he then 


roſe, and bid Calaf make three bows to the V. ing, Which 
the Prince of the Nogais performed with admir able grace, 
and Altoun-Can could not help ſmiling to let him know 
he took pleaſure in ſeeing him. 

Then the Colao roſe from his ſeat, and read with; a loud 
voice that fatal edit which Scene to death all thoſe 
bold lovers that did not give right anſwers to Fouran— 
docte's queſtions. At the cloſe of it he addrefled himſelf. 
thus to Calat : —You hear, Prince, what are the condi- 
tions on which alone you can obtain the Princeſs : if the 
apprehenſion of danger makes any impreſſion on your 
foul, it is now lawful for you to go back. No, no, ſays 
the Prince of the Nogais, the prize in queſtion is to glo- 
rious to be renounced out of fear. 


SEVENTY-FIRST DAY. 


HE King, finding Calaf was prepared to anſwer. 

'E ourandocte's queſtions, turned to the Princeſs, 

and ſaid, Daughter, it is now your time to {peak ; pro- 
poſe your queſtions to this young Prince ;—and may all 
the holy ſpirits to whom we have f. ſacrificed, inſpire him 
to find out the meaning of your words. 'T ourandocte 
replied, I call our prophet Jatmouny to witneſs, it is with | 
regret I ſee ſo many Princes die: but why are they ſo 
obſtinately bent upon having me? why do they not let 
me live in quiet in my palace, without coming here to 
make attempts on my liberty? Know then, audacious 
youth, added ſhe, addrefling herſelf to Calaf, you cannot 
L2 blame 
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1 blaine. me but your own temerity, if, 19 the reſt of. your 
| rivals, you ſuffer a cruel death; you yourſelf are the only 
| . cauic of your deſtruction, fince I did not oblige you to 
come and demand me in marriage. : 
Fair Princeſs, ſays the Prince of the Nogais, I know = © 
all that can be ſaid to me on this head ; be pleaſed to put FF C 
your queſtions to me, and III endeavour to give you the 
Tenſe of them. Well then, replied Tourandocte, What 
creature is it, who is of all countries, a friend to all the 
world, and Las no likeneſs to it in the creation? Madam, 
ſays C alaf, it is the ſun. He is in the right, cry all the ® 
doors, it is the ſun. What mother is it, replied the. = 
Princeſs, who, after having brought forth her children, 
devours them all when they are grown up? The ſea, ſays 
the Prince of the Nogais, for che rivers that diſcharge 
themſelves into it have their ſource from it: 
Ioourandocte, finding the Prince anſwered her queſ- 
tions right, was ſo nettled, that ſhe reſolved to do her ut= © 
moſt to "deſtroy bim. What tree is it, ſaid ſhe, whole Þ 
leaves are all white on the one fide, and black on the other ? 
She was not ſatisfied with putting this queſtion to him, 
ſhe maliciouſly threw off her veil, to dazzle and confound 
him with the luſtre of her beauty. Her deſpite and 
qr had given her a bluſh which added new charms to 
"It + ker head was adorned with natural flowers, placed 
with infinite art, and her eyes ſhone brighter than the 
ſtars — brighter than the ſun when he ſhines in his full 
glory, at the opening of a black cloud. The amorous 
ſon of Timurtaſch, at the fight of this incomparable 
Princeſs, inſtead of anſwering the propoſed queſtion, 
ſtood mute and immoveable. A mortal terror ſeized the 
whole aſſembly, and the King himſelf turning pale, gave 
the Prince over for loſt. 

But Calaf, recovering himſelf from his ſurpriſe, occa- 
ſioned by the ſudden view of ſuch amazing beauty as was 
the Princeſs TourandoQte's, recovered allo the divan out 
of their fright, by ſaying, Charming Princefs ! I beg your 
pardon for "havi ing appeared! in a manner ſtupified, when, 

as thought, 1 beheld thoſe heavenly objects which are 
the fineſt. ornaments of the abode that 1s promiſed to the 
faithful after death. I could not look on ſo many charms 
without being diſturbed. Be pleaſed to nen the queſ- 
5 | 
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tion you put to me, for I do not remember it; you 


made me forget every thing. 1 demanded, ſaid Touran- 
doe, what tree is it whoſe leaves are all white on the 
one ſide, and black on the other? That tree, replied 
Calaf, repreſents the year, which is compoled of days 
and nights. ·',7ẽ | 5 N 
This anſwer was applauded by all the divan: the 
mandarins and doctors ſaid it was right, and beftowed a 
thouſand praiſes on the young Prince. Then Altoun- 


Can ſaid to Tourandocte, Come, daughter, cenfeſs thyſelf 


conquered, and conſent to marry thy conqueror: the 
other pretenders could not anſwer one of thy queſtions, 


and this Prince thou ſeeſt explains them all. He has not 


et got the victory, replied the Princeſs, letting down 
her veil to hide her confuſion, and the tears that trickled 
down her cheeks; I have other queſtions to aſk him, 


but 1 will propoſe them to-morrow. No, no, ſays the 


Monarch, as tor that, T will not allow that there ſhall 
be no end of your queſtions; all I ſhall agree to is, that 
mo may aſk him another queſtion on the ſpot, The 
Princeſs excuſed hertelf, ſaying, ſhe had only pro- 
vided herſelf with thoſe that had been anſwered ; and 
prayed the King her father not to reiuſe her the li- 
berty of putting more interrogatories to the Prince the 
next day. V 

I cannot allow it, cried the Chineſe Monarch, in a paſ- 
ſion: your deſign is to puzzle this young Prince, and 
mine to diſengage myſelt from the terrible oath which I 
was ſo imprudent as to make. How cruel you are! you 


breathe nothing but blood, and take delight in ſeeing the 


death of your lovers! The Queen, your mother, was ſo 
troubled at the firſt miſeries you were the cauſe of, that ſhe 
died of grief, to think ſhe had brought forth ſo barbarous 
a child; and J too, as you know well enough, have been 
plunged into a melancholy which nothing could remove, 
ſince I have ſeen the wretched conſequences of my com- 
plaiſance for you. But thanks to the ſpirits that rule in 
heaven, to the tun, and to the moon, to all thoſe to whom 
my ſacrifices have been acceptable ; there ſhall be no more 
ſuch. horrible executions in my palace ; they have already 
rendered your name execrable. Since this Prince has 
anſwered rightly to what you propoſed to him, I demand 
5 L 3 of 


of all this affembly, whether it is not juſt he ſhould 
be your huſband? The mandarins and doctors made 


14 
Til 
[4 

1 
I 

- 
1 
1 
1 
14 
13% 
114 
83 
6 

1 
Wi 
WHT 
It! 
'W 
{18 
1 
1 10 


i 73H 
1 
Tt; 
til © 
i439 
158 
1 
1 1 
| 
1 
11 
18! 
1 
1 
1 
W 
| 
ot 
T4: 
: 
- 


EO 


222 | PERSIAN TAL EA. 


a general murmur, and the Colao ſpoke for them 
all thus: My Lord, your Majeſty is not bound by the 
oath you took to execute your rigorous edict, It is now 
the Frinceis's duty to do ber part; ſhe promiſed her hand 


to him that ſhould make right anſwers to her queſtions, 


A Prince has now done it to the ſatisfaction of all the 
divan : ſhe muſt either perform her promiſe, or expect 


that thoſe ſpirits that have the charge of chaſtiſing the 
perjured, will not fail to puniſh her, 5 


SEVENTY-SECOND DAL. 


"POURANDOCTE kept dlence all this while, hold- 


ing her head on her knees, and ſeeming over- 


2 


wrhelmed with affliction; Calaf obſerving it, fell proſ- 
trate before Altoun-Can, and ſaid, Great King, whoſe 
juſtice and goodneſs have rendered the vaſt empire of 


China ſo flouriſhing, I beg one favour of your Majeſty; 
] fee plainly the Princeſs is highly grieved that J have 


v5 


been fo happy as to anſwer her queſtions : ſhe certainly 


would much rather that I ſhould have deſerved death ; 


the having ſuch an averſion for men, that, notwithſtand- 
ing her promiſe, ſhe rejects me. On my part I am will- 
ing to renounce my right to her, upon condition that, in 
her turn, ſhe makes a right anſwer to a queſtion I ſhall 


propoſe to her. 
The whole aſſembly were ſurpriſed at this diſcourſe of 


his. This young Prince is mad, ſaid they among them- 


ſelves, to run the riſque of loſing what he has juſt, ac- 
quired at the hazard of his life : does he think he can find 
out a quekon that will puzzle Tourandocte ? He mult 


certainly have loſt his ſenſes. Altoun-Can was alſo aſto- 
niſhed at Calaf 's daring to make ſuch a demand of him. 


Prince, ſays he, have you thought well of what you have 
been ſaying? Yes, my Lord, replies the Prince of the 
Nogais, and I beſeech you to grant my requeſt, 1 22 
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ſays the King; but happen what will, I declare J am no 
longer obliged by the oath 1 made, 11 Will not hereafter 
let any Prince be put to death by virtue of it. Divine 
Tourandocte, replied the Prince, addreſſing himſelf to the 
Princeſs, though in the opinion of this learned aflembly, 


my preten! ions to you are | juſt, though by their judgment 


ou are mine, I quit my claim, | reftore you to yourſelf, 
I abandon the poſſeiſion of the moſt adorable beauty upon 
earth, I rob myſelf of o invaluable a treature, provided 
you anſwer preciſely to the queſtion J ſhall put to you; 
but you mutt then alſo ſwear on your part, that if you do 
not give a juſt anſwer, you will heartily c content to my 
happinels, and will crown my love. Les, Prince, ſays 
Tourandozte, accept oi the condition ; I {wear by every 
thing that is ſacred, and call this aflembly. to witneſs to 
my oaths. 

All the divan were impatient to know what the queſ- 
tion would be which Calaf would put to the Princeſs ; 
and there was no body but blamed him for expoſin g him 
feif without any neceſſity to the hazard of loſing the 
daughter of Altoun-Can. Elis temerity ſhocked them 


all. Fair Princeſs, ſays he, What is the name of that 


Prince, who after having duced a thouſand fatigues, 
and begged his bread, finds hiraſelf this minute at the 
height of glory and joy?“ The Princeſs conſidered a 


little with herſelf, and then ſaid, *Tis impoſſible to an- 


ſwer ſuch a queſtion; preſently ; but promiſe to give 
you the name of that Prince to-morrow. Madam, cries 
Calaf, I did not mention any time to reflect upon the 
queſtion, neither is it Juſt to allow it you; however, I 
will give you this farther ſatisfaction. I hope, after this, 
you will have ſo much reaſon to think well of me, that 
you will make no dithculty of marrying me. 

She muſt reſolve upon it, ſays Altoun-Can ; if ſhe does 
not anſwer to the queſtion propoſed, ſhe muſt not pre- 
tend, by falling ſick, or affecting to be ſo, to eſcape her 
lover. If I was not engaged by oath, and he had no 

right to her by the tenor "Ot my edict, 1 would — let 
her die, than the Prince ſhould go without her. Can ſhe 
hope ever to meet with a man more amiable ? Having 
laid as, he roſe from his throne, and dilmiſſed the 

L * aſſembly. 
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aſſembly. He retired into the inner palace with the 
Frinceſs, and the- thence retired to:hers, th. 
As ſoon as the King had quitted the divan, the doctors * 
and mandarins complimented' Calaf on his wit. I ad- 
mire, ſaid one, your ready and eaſy conception. There 
is no batchelor, maſter, nor doctor, ſaid another, that 
could have explained the queſtions like you. All the 
Princes that have hitherto offered themſelves, had nothing 
near your merit; and we rejoice extremely that you have 
ſucceeded in your enterprize, The Prince of the Nogais 
was not a little taken up with returning the compliments 
of thoſe that addrefled them to him on this occaſion. At 
laſt the ſix mandarins, who had conducted him to the 
council, reconducted him to the palace from whence they 
brought him; while the reſt of the mandarins and the 
doctors went their way, not a little uneaſy about the an- 
{wer the daughter of Altoun-Can would give to the quel> 
tion that had been put to her. WE FI 355 
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HE Princeſs Tourandocte being returned to her pa- 
| lace, with the two young ſlaves that were her con- 
fidants, as ſoon as ſhe got to her apartment, ſhe fling 
aſide her veil, threw herlelf on a ſofa, and gave a looſe to 
the tranſports that her ſoul was full of. Shame and grief 
were painted in her looks in lively colours, Her eyes 
never ceaſed flowing with tears; ſhe tore the flowers the. 
wore about her head, and let her fair hair hang in diſor- 
der. Her two favourite ſlaves endeavoured to comfort 
her, but ſhe bade them both to leave her : Give over your 
ſuperfluous cares for me ; I will hearken to nothing but 
my deſpair; I will mourn and be afflicted. What, alas! 

will be my confuſion to-morrow, when in full council, 
before all the doctors of China, I own I cannot anſwer 
the queſtion propoſed to me? ls this, they'll cry, that 
witty Princeſs, who valued herſelf ſo much on her know- 
ledge, and who could unriddle the moſt difficult enigma? 


Ah! 
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Ah! W * ne, they are all on the fide of the young 


Prince: I ſaw them look pale and in a fright when he 


ſeemed to be in ſome confulion, and full of joy when 


he found out the meaning of my queſtions. I ſhall 
have the cruel mortification to ſee them again rejoice 
at my trouble, when ! ſhall confeſs myſelf vanquiſhed. 
What pleaſure will they take in that ſhameful confeſ- 


ſion! and what a torinent will it be to me to be reduced 


to it! 


My Princeſs, ſaid one of the ſlaves - tend af i . 


ing yourlelt before-hand; inſtead of repreſenting to your- 


ſelf what a ſhame your being overcome will be to you to- 


morrow, would it not be better for you to endeavour to 


prevent it? Is what is propoſed to you fo difficult that 
you cannot anſwer it? Js it too hard for ſuch a genius 
and penetration as yours? Yes, replied Tourandocte, it 


is not to be anſwered. He demands of me, The name 
of that Prince, who, after having endured a thouſand fa- 
tigues, and begged his bread, finds himſelf this minute at 
the height of glory and joy. I ee plainly tis the Prince 


himſelf: but not knowing him, how can] tell his name? 


In the mean time, madam, replied the ſame {lave, you 


have promiſed to name him to-morrow to the divan; 
when you made that promiſe, you doubtleis hoped you 
ſhould be able to keep it. I hoped nothing, ſaid the 


© Princeſs, and demanded time only to kill myſelf with 
ſorrow, rather than be obliged to own my ſhame, and 


marry the Prince. 


The other favourite ſlave replied. Tis a deſperate re- 
ſolution. I know very well, madam, there is no man 


worthy of you; but it muſt be allowed, that this Prince 
is a perſon of Gngular merit, and his wit ought to ſpeak 
ſomething to you in his favour. I do him juſtice, ſays 
the Princeſs, interrupting her; if there 1s a Prince in the 
world that deſerves I ſhould look favourably on him, 'tis 


he. Nay, I confeſs that before I put my queſtions I 


pitied him: I fighed when I ſaw him; and, what never 


happened to me before, I.almoſt wiſhed he would give 


right anſwers. Tis true 1 bluſhed at my weakneſs, but 
my pride was too hard for it; and his anfwering my 
queſtions ſo juſtly as he did, made me more than ever his 


enemy: all the applauſes the doctors cave him, ſo _ 
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tified me, that as I then hated, ſo 1 Fl hate To] Ah 
wretched Tourandocte, die of deſpite and grief, rather 
than let a young man confound thee with ſhame, oblige 
thee to own it, and to become his wife. | 

At theſe words the tears guſhed out afreſh, and ſhe 
ſpared neither her hair nor her dreſs in the violence of her 
tranſports. More than once did ſhe lift her hands to her 
fair cheeks to tare them, and puniſh her charms, as the 


_ firſt authors of the confuſion ſhe had been in, and was 
: threatened with, Had not her ſlaves bindered her, ſhe 


would in her fury have ſpoiled that face, for whoſe image 
In vain 
did her two attendants endeavour to appeaſe her: the 

could not calm the tempeſt of her mind. While ſhe was 
in this terrible condition, the Prince of the Nogais pleaſed 


his imagination with reflecting on. the judgment of the | 


divan, and was full of rapturous hopes of pofleſſing his 


miſtreſs the next oye 


SEVENTY: FOURTH DAY. 


HEN the King was returned from the counci]-hal 

to his apartment, he ſent for Calat to diſcourle 

with Tg in private on what had paſſed at the aſſembly. 
The Prince of the Nogais flew in obedience to his Ma- 


jeſty's orders, and that monarch, embracing him with 
great tenderneſs, ſaid, Ah! fon, eaſe me of the diſquiet 


Jou have gauſed in my mind; 1 am afraid my daughter 
will anſwer the queſtion you have propoſed to her. Why 


did you bring yourſelf into danger of loſing the object of 
your love! ? 


ly Lord, replies Calaf, I pray your Majeſty 
to fear nothing: tis impoſſible for the Prineeſs to name 
the Prince I propoſed to her, fince I am he, and no body 
in your court knows me. What you ſay, cried the King 


in a tranſport, does encourage me; 1 confeſs I was 


alarmed. - Tourandocte has a great deal of penetration, 
and I trembled for you, when I reflected on the ſubtilty of 
her wit; but thank Heaven I am now better ſatisfied. 
As eaſy as it is for her to find out the meaning of 


enigma” "A 
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Ah enigma's, ſhe can never know your name. I cannot nove 
a ccuſe you of raſhneſs: and I perceive that what 1 took 
to be want of prudence, was an ingenuous turn you made 
uſe of take away from my daughter all manner of N 
to deny you her hand. 
Altoun-Can having pleaſed himſelf with Calaf in con- 
ſidering how impoſſible it was for his daughter to anſwer 
the queſtion, diſpoſed himſelf to take the diverſion of 
fowling: he was clothed in a ſtrait caffetan, and his 
beard vras tied up ina black ſatin bag. He ordered the 
mandarins to prepare to follow him; and cauſed a dreſs 
for ſport to be given to the Prince of the Nogais. When 
they had made a ſort of running banquet, they all went 
out of the palace ; the mandarins frtt, in open ivory 
chairs, wrought with gold, carried each by tix men, with 
two marchi: as before it, holding whips in their hands, 
and two behind with gold plates, on which were written 
in great characters their ſeveral qualities: the King and 
Calaf came after them in a litter made of the richeſt 
wood; it was alſo open, and ſeveral figures of animals 
wrought on it in ſilver, the ground red: it was carried by 
twenty military officers. Iwo generals of Altoun-Can's 
armies marched on cach ſide of the litter, with each a 
Farge fan in his hand to keep off the ſun ; and three thous 
fand eunuchs following, cloſed the train. 

When they came to the place where the 9 of the 
falconry waited for the King with the birds of prey, they 
began the game, which was a quail-chace, that laſted till 
fun-ſet ; then the Monarch and his court returned to 
the palace in the ſame order they went; and within the 
gate found ſeveral pavilions of taffeta of various colours, 
Placed in order, with tables in them ready furniſhed, and 
Ipread with all ſorts of proviſions cut in ſlices. Calaf and 
the mandarins, following the King's example, {ſeated 
themſelves each at a little ſeparate table, near which was 
another, which ſerved for a {ide-board. The entertain- 
ment began with ſeveral cups of rice wine ; they then 
fell to eating, and drank no more till they had done ; 
when Altoun-Ca an led the Prince of the Nogais to a great 

ball, very light, and full of ſeats, fo, placed, that any 
Geht might be commodiouſly ſeen by great numbers of 
people, The 0 mandarins followed thei, and the King 
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| tified me, that as 1 then hated, ſo I ſtill hats kim, Ah 
wretched TourandoRe, die of deſpite and grief, rather 


than let a young man confound thee with ſhame, oblige 


thee to own it, and to become his wife. 

At theſe work the tears guſhed out afreſh, and the 
| ſpared neither her hair nor her dreſs in the violence of her 
tranſports. More than once did ſhe lift her hands to her 
fair cheeks to tare them, and puniſh her charms, as the 
firſt authors of the confuſion ſhe had been in, and was 
threatened with. Had not her ſlaves bindered her, ſhe 


would in her fury have ſpoiled that face, for whole i image 
alone ſo many princes had ſacrificed their lives. In vain 1 


did her two attendants endeavour to appeaſe her: they 

could not calm the tempeſt of her mind. While ſhe was 
in this terrible condition, the Prince of the Nogais pleaſed 
bis imagination with reflecting on the judgment of the 


divan, and was full of rapturous hopes of poſſeſſing his 
miſtreſs the next day. 


skEVENTVTOURTRH DAY. 


HEN the King was returned from the council-hall 
to his apartment, he ſent for Calaf to diſcourſe 
with him. in private on what had paſſed at the afſembly. 


The Prince of the Nogais flew in obedience to his Ma- 


jeſty's orders, and that monarch, embracing him with: 
great tenderneſs, ſaid, Ah! fon, eaſe me of the diſquiet 
Jeu have cauſed in my mind; I am afraid my daughter 
will anſwer the queſtion you have propoſed to her. Why 
did you bring yourſelf into danger of loſing the object of 
your love? ky Lord, replies Calaf, I pray your Majeſty 
to fear 9 tis impoſſible for the Princeſs to name 
the Prince I propoſed to her, fince I am he, and no body 
in your court knows me. What you ſay, cried the King 
in a tranſport, does encourage me; 1 confeſs I was 
alarmed. Tourandocte has a great deal of penetration, 


and | trembled for you, when I reflected on the ſubtilty of - 


her wit ; but thank Heaven I am now better ſatisfied. 
As eaſy as it is for her to find out the meaning of 


enigma's, 


8 R od Ee 25s 0 
0 Fs Fea * % 7 288-\ * — * 
2 4 - 

: . 


9 . . = 
ESSE EF RT payer, 8 4 


* 


 FERSIAN TALES. | 227 


enigma s, ſhe can never know your name, I cannot now 
accuſe you of raſhnels : and I perceive that what 1 took 


to be want of prudence, was an ingenuous turn you made 


uſe of take away irom my daughter all inanner of pretext 


; to deny you her hand. 


Altoun-Can having pleaſed himſelf wh Calaf in con- 
ſidering how impoſſible it was for his daughter to anſwer 
the queſtion, diſpoſed himſelf to take the diverſion of 


fowling: he was clothed in a {trait caffetan, and his 


beard vas tied up ina black fatin bag. He ordered the 
mandarins to prepare to follow him ; and cauſed a dreſs 
for ſport to be given to the Prince of the Nogais. When 

they had made a fort o of running banquet, they all went 
out of the palace ; ; the mandarins fri,” in open ivory 


chairs, wrought with gold, carried each by fix men, with 
two marching before it, holding whips in their hands, 


vo 
and two behind with gold plates, on which were written 


in great characters their ſeveral qualities: : the King and 
Calaf came after them in a litter made of the richeſt 
wood; it was alſo open, and ſeveral figures of animals 


wrought on it in ſilver, the ground red : it was carried by 
twenty military officers. Two generals of Altoun-Can's 


armies marched on cach ſide of the litter, with each a 


| Farge fan in his hand to keep off the ſun ; and three thous 


ſand eunuchs tollowing, cloſed the Gn | 
W hen they came to the place where the officers of the 
falconry waited for the King with the birds of prey, they 
began the game, which was a quail-chace, that laſted till 
fan-ſet ; then the Monarch and his court returned to 
the palace 3 in the ſame order they went; and within the 
gate found ſeveral pavilious of taffeta of various colours, 
laced in order, with tables in them ready furniſhed, and 
Foread: with all ſorts of proviſions cut in ſlices. Calaf and 
the mandarins, following the King's example, ſeated 
themſelves cach at a little ſeparate table, near which was 
another, which ſerved for a fide-board. The entertain- 
ment began with ſeveral cups of rice wine; they then 
fell to eating, and drank no more till they had done; 


when Altoun-Can led the Prince of the Nogals to a great 


d 


ball, very light, and full of ſeats, fo, placed, that any 
Goht might be commodioutly ſeen by great numbers of 


people. The ee followed thein, and the King 
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ws himſelf regulated their places ; he made Calaf fit by 


himſelf on an ebony throne adorned, with figures of 


a oe. 


As ſoon as all were ſeated, the G ingers And e 
came and performed their parts with great dexterity. 
Altoun-Can was charmed with it, and fall of the excel- 
lence of the Chineſe muſic, aſked the ſon of 'Timurtaſch, 
every now and then, what he thought of it? The young 


Prince, out of complaiſance, gave it the preference of all 
the muſic in the world. The concert over, the muſicians 
and ſingers withdrew to make room for an artificial ele- 


phant, Who, moving forward by ſprings into the middle 


of the hall, vomited ſix dancers, who fell to capering and 
playing feats of activity they were almoſt naked, having 


nothing on but a kind of faſhes about their middle, and 
brocade bonnets on their heads. After they had fhewn 
their agility, they got again into the elephant, and went 
out as they came in : then appeared ſome actors, who 
acted an extempore piece at the King's command, him- 


ſelf giving them the ſubject. By the time all theſe diver- 


lions were over, it was late, and Altoun-Can and Calaf 
roſe to retire to their apartments; ; all the mandarins fol- 


lowed their example. 


SEVENTY-F IF TH DAY. 


IE young prince of the Nogais, condudted by an 

eunuch, who lighted him along with a flambeau of 
ſerpent oil mingled with wax, and fet in gold, prepared 
to taſte the ſweets of ſleep, as much as his impatience to 
meet the divan again would permit him. Upon entering 
his apartment, he found there a young lady dreſſed in a 
red brocade robe, with filver flowers very full, and upon 
it another of white ſatin, more ſtrait, embroidered with 


gold, and ſet thick with rubies and emeralds ; the had on 


| 2 bonnet of plain roſe-coloured taffeta, adorned with 


pearls, and embroidered with filver ; it covered only the 
crown of her head, leaving her fine hair, well buckled 
with diamonds, intermixed with artificial Howers, expoſed 
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to view. As to her ſnape and face, nothing could be 


finer nor more perfect, the Princeſs of China excepted. 


The ſon of Timurtaſch was ſufficiently, ſurpriſed to meet 
ſo charming a lady alone, at midnight, in his apart- 


2 


ment. He had not been able to look upon her with ſo 
much inſenſrbility, had he not ſo lately ſeen Pourandocte. 


But could a lover of that Princeſs, have eyes for any one 
but her? As ſoon as the lady ſaw Calaf, ſhe roſe from 


the ſofa where ſhe ſat, on which ſhe had put her veil; 


and after having made him a pretty low bow, ſhe aid, 


Prince, I doubt not you are aſtoniſhed to meet a woman 


gnorant that the men 


here! You cannot, doubtleſs, be ig 


and women who dwell in this ſeraglio, are forbidden to 
have any communication together, under very ſevere 


O 


| penalties, But the importance of what I am going to 


ſay to you, made me deſpiſe all peril. I had the addreſs 


and good fortune to get over all obſtacles which obſtruct- 


ed my deſign; 1 gained the eunuchs that wait upon 


you in fine, I made my way to your apartment, and 
ave now nothing to do but to tell you what brought 
me here. 

This introduction to her diſcourſe 8 Calaf's 
attention; he doubted not but a lady, who had run ſo 


a much danger to tell it him, muſt have ſomething very 


extraordinary to ſay. He prayed her to fit down again 


on the ſofa; he alſo took a ſeat, and then the lady went 
on with her ſtory : It will not be improper, my Lord, 


to inform yon, in the firſt place, that I am the daughter 


of a Can, tributary to Altoun-Can ; my father, fome 


years ago, was ſo bold as to refuſe to pay the uſual tribute, 
and truſting to a little experience he had in military af- 
fairs, he put himſelf into a poſture of defence, in caſe 
he was attacked. The King of China, provoked at his 
boldneſs, ſent one of his beſt generals againſt him, at 
the head of a powerful army. My father, though much 
weaker, refolved to give him battle, which was fought 


on the banks of a river, and the Chinele general got the 


victory. My father was killed in the action; ; but be- 


fore he died, commanded that his wife and children 
ſhould be flung into the river, to prevent their falling 
into ſlavery, Thoſe who received this generous, but 
inhuman command, executed it: they threw me into 


the 
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- the . together with my mother, alter and two 


brothers, whoſe childhood kept them {till with us. The 
Chineſe general happening to come at the inſtant, when 
we were flung | in, to that very place of the river's bank, 


was moved with compaſſion at ſo fad and horrible a 


ſpectacle. He offered a reward to any of, the ſoldiers 


N tha ſhould ſave any of the remains of the conquered | I 


Can's family. Several Chineſe horſemen, notwithſtand- 


ing the rapidity of the flood, plunged into it, and made 
i their horſes ſwim up and down the river after our dying 
bodies, which floated on the water; none of them had 
life in them, when taken up, but mine; and they found 


I breathed when 1 was brought aſhore. The general | 


took great care to ſave me, as if it had been for his glory 


to do it, and my captivity would add a luſtre to his vic- 
tory. He brought me with him to thi is city, and pre- 


ſented me to the King, after he had given him an ac- 
count of his conduct. Altoun-Can placed me with his 
daughter, who is two or three years younger than 1 
am. 


sf hough T was but a Ws I conſidered ih myſelf 


that 1 Was a ſlave, and ought to behave my ſelf ſuitably 


to my condition. I ſtudied Tourandocte's humour, did 
my utmoſt to pleaſe her, and ſucceeded ſo well in it, 


that I gained her friendſhip. Ever ſince that, 1 aud an- 
other young perſon of illuſtrious birth, the 8 
of whoſe family have reduced her allo to ſlavery, have 


been her chief confidents. I hope, my Lord, continued 


ſne, you will excuſe me for troubling you with a ſtory 


that has no relation to what I came about. I thought it 
convenient to let you know | am of noble blood, that 


you might have the greater confidence in me; for what [ 


am going to tell you is of ſuch a nature, that you would 
hardly give credit to it from a ſimple flave. Nay, I 
queſtion whether you will believe me, though the daugh- 
ter of a Can, Will a Prince, in love with Tourandocte, 


give faith to what I am about to lay of her? — The fon 


of Timurtaſch interrupted here: tay, Canume ! hold 
me, | pray, no longer in ſuſpenſe, but let me know 


what it is you have to tell me of the Princeſs of China. 
My Lord, replied the dz, the cruel Tourandocte has 
formed 
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formed a deſign to "i you aflaflinated !— At theſe words 


Calaf feel on the ſofa, like a man ſeized at once with 


- horror and aſtoniſhment. 


SEVENTV-SIXTH DAY. 


HE captive Princeſs, who foreſaw what a ſurpriſe 

the young Prince would be in, faid, Ido not won- 
der that you are fo ſtartled at ſuch TRY I news; and 1 

find I had reaſon to doubt whether you would believe it. 
Juſt Heaven, cried Calaf, when he came to himſelf, what 
have I heard ! can the Princeſs of China be guilty of 10 


black a deſign? How could it enter into her heart.“ —] 


will tel] you Prince, ſays the lady, how the came to take 
ſo horrid a reſolution. This morning, when ſhe was at 
the divan, where J Rood behind her throne, ſhe was 


mortally vexed at what happened. She returned to her 
apartment full of hatred and ra 


ge againft you. She 


ſtudied a long time on the quettion you had propoſed to 


ber, and not being able to think of an anſwer to her 
mind, ſhe abandoned herſelf to deſpair. Both the other 


favourite flave and myſelf did all we could to bring her 
into temper. ' Nay, we leſt nothing unſaid that might 
give her a favourable opinion of you. Weextolled your 
mien, your wit; and repreſented to her, that inſtead of 
afflicting herſelf 10 immoderately, ſhe ought rather to 


: determine to give you her hand; but ſhe would not hear 
us, and fell a railing againſt men in ſuch a manner, that 


the ſtopped our mouths on that head. Handſome or 
ugly, tis all one to her; they are alike contemptible, 
ſays ſhe, and ſhall all alike be my eternal averfion. As 
to him you ſpeak of, 1 hate him more than any of the 
reſt; and ſince I cannot rid myſelf of him, but by mur- 
dering of him, Iwill have him murdered. 

I oppoſed ſo deteſtable a thing with all my might, 


_ continued the fair ſlave; I ſet the terrible conſequences | 
of it before the eyes of Tourandocte. I repreſented to 


her what an injury ſhe would do hericli by it, and the 
6 juſt 
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_ juſt horror futurity would have of her memory. The 
other favourite ſlave was not wanting on her part to back 
my reaſons with her's; but all we ſaid ſignified nothing, 


OO 
we could not divert hes from her barbarous purpole ; ſhe 


has given ſome truſty eunuchs in charge to take away 


your life to-morrow morning, as you go from your e 


lace to the divan. 
Ah inhuman Princeſs ! Ab perfidious TourandoRe ! 
cried the Prince of the Nogais, thus is it that you will re- 
ward the paſſion of the wretched: ſon of Timurtaſch ! 
does Calaf then appear ſo horrible in your eyes ? would 


you rather rid yourlelf of him by a crime that will diſ- 
honour you, than join your deftiny with his ? Great 


God! of what ſtrange adventures is my life made up! 


ſometimes I am lo happy that the happieſt may envy my 


fortune; and ſometimes ſo miſerable, that the moſt 


wretched may pity my miſery. | 
My Lord, ſays the beauteons flave, though Heaven 


tries you by misfortunes, it would not have you fink 
under them ; as you may lee, by the warning it gives 


you ol the danger that threatens you. Yes, Prince, it 


is without doubt Heaven that put it into my thoughts to 
ſave you; for I did not only come to tell you the ſnare 


that is laid for you, but allo how you may avoid it. By 
the means of ſome eunuchs, who are entirely 1n my in- 
tereſt, 1 have gained ſome ſoldiers of the guard, Who 
will facilitate your eſcape out of the ſeraglio. And be- 


cauſe there will certainly be ſtrict inquiſition made after 


8 you, and it may be found out that I was the author of 


your flight, I am reſolved to go with you, and fly this 


fatal Court, of which I have more than one reaſon to he 
. weary. My {ſlavery makes me hate it, and your uſage 
renders it fill more  odiaus to me. There are Horfes 
ready for us in a fuburb of this city. Let us be gone 


and take refuge, if poſſible, in the territories of the 
tribe of Berlas. I am related to Alinguer, their Sove- 
reign ; he will rejoice extremely to ſee his relation deli- 


vered from the chains of the proud Altoun-Can, and will 


receive you as my deliverer. 


We ſhall both of us live more quietly and happily in 


his tents than here. I, freed from my captivity, ſhall 


enjoy thoſe pleatures which are never to be known in 


bondage . 
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bondage : and you, 'my Lord, may find out ſome 
Princeſs worthy of your love ; one, who, far from form- 
ing deſigns againſt your life, to avoid marrying you, will 
make it her whole buſineſs to pleaſe you, if ſhe can con- 
tribute to the happineſs of ſo deſerving a Prince as you 
are. I.et us loſe no time, but depart; and by to-mor- 
row morning we ſhall be far enough frum Pequin to pre- 
vent being overtaken, M Te, 
Calaf anſwered : Fair Princeſs, I return you a thou- 
ſand thanks for your good intentions to deliver me from 
the danger I am in. Ah that I could, out of gratitude, 
deliver you from your flavery, and conduct you to the 
Horde of the Can of Berlas, your kinſman. What a 
3 would it be to me to put you into his hands. 
I ſhould, by that, diſcharge myſelf of ſome obligations 
J have to him. But tell me, Canume, ought | fo ab- 
ruptly to quit the palace of Altoun-Can, who has done 

me ſo much honour ? What will he think of me? He 
will believe I came to his Court only to carry you away 
and at the ſame time, that | ſhould fly from it to pre- 
vent his daughter's being guilty of a bloody crime, he 
will accuſe me of violating the laws of hoſpitality. 
Befides, I muſt own to you, as barbarous as the Princeſs 
of China is, my heart is ſo weak that 1 cannot hate her! 
What do I fay, hate her, IT adore her! J am devoted to 
her will; and fince ſhe will ſacrifice me, the victim is 
ready, 3 ; 
. The captive Princeſs finding the Prince was reſolved 
to die, rather than depart with her, burſt out into tears, 
ſaying, is it poſſible, my Lord, that you ſhould prefer 
death to your gratitude to a Princeſs, whom you may 
free from her chains? If 'Vourandoudte is fairer than I 
am, I have at leaſt another kind of heart than the. Ah! 
how did I tremble for yon, when you appeared this 
morning before the divan. I was afraid you would not 
anſwer right to the daughter of Altoun-Can's queſtions, 
and when I found you did, a new trouble aroſe in my 
mind. It was doubtleſs a preſage of your being aſſaſ- 
ſinated. Ah! my dear Prince, added ſhe, I beſeech you 
to conſider with yourſelf what peril you are in, and be 
not hurried away by a fury, which makes you look on 
death without changing countenance, Do not, through 
„ | a blind 
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a blind paſſion, deſpiſe the danger that alarms me. Give 


Way to my juſt fears for you, "nnd let us both, this mo- 


ment, quit the e ſcraglio, Where every mi inute's ſtay will 
be in torment. To this the ſon of Timurtafch replied : 

My Princeſs, whatever misfortune happens to me, I 
cannot N on ſo ſudden a flight. 1 confeſs you can 
very well reward your deliverer, and make him as happy 


as he need with of deſtiny. But I], am not deſtined to 


be happy. It is my fate to love T ourandocte, ſpite of 
the horror ſhe has conceived of me. And the life 1 


ſhould live at a diſtance from her, would be worſe than 


death. Stay then, ingrate, ſaid the lady, interrupting - 
him. Do not leave a place in which is all your delight, 


- though you are to [pnplle it with your blood. 1 ſhall 


preſs you no more to depart, You do not care to fly in 


company of a flave. If you ſee the bottom of my heart, 
I allo ſee into your's : as great a paſſion as you have for 


the Princeſs of China, your averſion for me is as Rrong 
as your love for her. Say ing this ſhe put on her * | 


and went out of Calaf s apartment. 


SEVENTY-SEVENTH DAL. 


FrER che lady was gone, the young Prince ſat ill | 


on the ſofa in great perplexity. Can I believe, ſaid 
| to elk, what 1 have heard? Was there ever ſuch 
barbarity ? But ah! what need have I to doubt it? the 
captive rinceſs deteſted the cruel delign of Tourandocte, 
ſhe came to give me a warning of it ; "and the generoſity 
of her ſoul is a ſure ſign of her fincerity. Ah thou 
barbarous daughter of the heſt of Kings! Is it thus you 
abuſe the gifts that Heaven has bleſt you with? Ah ye 
powers! how could you give ſuch perfect beauty to fo 
inhuman a Princeſs? why did you beſtow ſo man 
charms, where there is alſo ſo much cruelty ? Inſtead of 
going to ſleep, he paſſed the reſt of the night in ſuch me- 
lancholy reflections. As ſoon as day broke, the ſound 
of bells, and the noiſe of drums, gave him notice of the 
ren s meeting; and not long aſter, the bx . 
who 


. 
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blow he expected. 


your penetration, you would at laſt be obliged to confels 
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who had waited on him the day before, came to conduct 
him to the aſſembly. He croſſed the court where the 
King's guards were drawn up, and thought that was the 


; . * ö = 
lace of his aſſaſſination. Far from thinking of defend- 


ing himſelf, he went on as a man relolyed for death, and 


ſeemed even to blame the ſlowneſs of the aſſaſſins. 


However he paſſed that court without any one attacking _ 


2 


him, and came to the firſt hall of the divan. Ah! ſays 


he to Liraſelf, here doubtleſs is the bloody orders of the 
Princeſs to be executed. He then looked about on all 


ſides, and every one he ſaw appeared to him as his mur- 
derer. He went on, and came at laſt to the hall where 
the aſſembly was to meet, without receiving the mortal 

All the doctors and mandarins were already in their 
ſeveral pavilions; and Altoun-Can himſelf coming. 
What does the Princeſs mean? ſaid the Prince to him- 


ſelf, will ſhe be a witneſs of my death, and have me 
murdered before her father's eyes? will the King be an 
accomplice in the aſſaſſination? or has ſhe changed her 


mind, and repealed her fanguinary decree ? While he 
was in this uncertainty, the gate of the inner palace 
opened, and the King, accompanied with Jourandocte, 
entered the hall. They ſeated themſelves on their thrones, 
and the Prince of the Nogais ſtood before them at the 


ſame diſtance as the 5 day. 8 


When the Colao ſaw the King was ſeated, he roſe and 
demanded of the young Prince, whether he remembered 
he had promiſed to renounce the Princeſs if the anſwered 
right to the queſtion he had propoſed to her. Calaf re- 
phed, yes; and proteſted again, that on that condition 
he would no more pretend to the honour of being the 
King's ſon-in-law. Then the Colao addreſſed himſelf to 
Tourandocte: And you, great Princeſs, ſays he, you 
know what oath you have taken, and to what you are 


bound, if you do not now name the Prince, as the queſ- 


tion was put to you. The King, ſatisfied that the could 
not anſwer Calaf s queſtion, ſaid to her, Daughter, you 
have had all the time you could well deſire, to think of 
what was propoſed to you: but if you had had a year 
allowed you to ſtudy upon it, I believe, notwithſtanding 


the- 
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the matter was impenetrable to you. | Then ſince you 


cannot find it out, give yourſelf cheerfully to this young 


Prince, and ſatisfy the deſire I have to ſee him your huf= 
band. He is worthy of you, and to reign with you, 


after me, over the nations of China. My lord, ſays 


I' ourandocte, why do you imagine that I cannot anſwer 


the Prince's queſtion ? tis not 0 difficult as you think 


it is. If I had yeſterday the ſhame of being vanquiſhed, | 
I pretend to day to have myſelf the honour of the vic- 
tory, I ſhall preſently contound this raſh young man, 
who has too ill an opinion of my underſtanding, Let 
him aſk me his queſtion, and I ſhall anſwer him. 
Madam, ſays the Prince of the Nogais, I demand of 


you, What is the name of the Prince, who, after having 


endured a thouſand fatigues, and begged his bread, finds 


himſelf this moment at the height of glory and Joy ? 
The Prince's name, replied TourandoRe, is Calaf, and 
he is the ſon of Timurtaſch. As ſoon as Calaf heard 


her name him, his colour changed, a miſt gathered over 
his eyes, and he fell into a ſwoon. The King, and all 


the afſembly, judging by it that Tourandocte had named 


the name the Prince demanded of her, turned pale, and : 


remained 1 in a great conſternation. 
\ 


SEVENTY-EIGHTH DAY. 


FTER Prince Calaf was recovered from his ſwoon. 


by the affiltance of the mandarins, and even the 
King himſelf, who deſcended from his throne to help 


. him, he 44 himſelf thus to Tourandocte: Fair 


Princeſs, you are miſtaken if you think you have made 
a right anſwer to my queſtion. 'The ſon of Timurtaſch 


is not at the heighth of joy and glory; he is rather co- 


vered with ſhame and overwhelmed with grief. 1 agree 
with you, ſays the Princeſs, that you are not now this 
moment at the height of glory and joy ; but you were 
ſo when you put the queſtion to me. Wherefore, Prince, 
head of having recourſe to frivolous evaſions, confeſs 


that 
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fond manner, when on a ſudden he was obliged to ſtop, 
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that you have loſt all-manner of pretenſions to Touran- 


docte. I may then refuſe you my band, and give you 


over to grief for the loſs of it. However: [ will keep 


you no longer | in ſuſpenſe, but let you and all this aſ- 
ſembly know that I am now in another diſpoſition with 


reſpect to you. The King, my father's, friendthip for 


you, and your particular merit, have determined me to 


take you for my hufband! | 


At this the whole divan burſt out into acclemutions 
of joy. Phe mandarins and doctors highly applauded 
the Princeſs's diſcourſe; the King went up to her, em- 


braced her, and ſaid, My child, you could do no thing 3 In 
the world that would pleaſe me more ; you will by this 


efface out of the minds of my people the ill impreſſions 
they have recelved of you, and will give your father the 


ſatisfaction he has long deſired, and deſpaired of ever re- 


| ceiving. Your averſion to ed an averſion ſo con- 


trary to nature, deprived me of the dear hopes of ſeeing 
Princes of my blood born of you. *Tis a bappinels 
that your hatred has now an end; and what makes it 
ſtill more ſo is, that it is in favour of a young hero whom, 
J love. But tell us, continued he, how could you find 
out the name of a Prince whom you did not know ? 
what charm did you make uſe of to diſcover it? My 
lord, replied Tourandocte, it was not by any enchant- 
ment that I knew it, but by an accident natural enough. 
One of my flaves went. laſt night to Prince Calat, and 
had the addreſs to get the ſecret « out of him. He can do 
no leſs than forgive my taking the advantage of her 
treachery, ſince I do not make an n uſe of it. 

Charming Lourandocte, cried the Prince of the Nogais, 


is it pollible you ſhould think fo favourably of me ? Out 


of what terrible an abyſs have you raiſed me, to the firſt 
place in the world! Ah how unjuſt was I, while you 
was preparing ſo much felicity for me, to think you 
capable of the fouleſt of all perfidies! deceived, as LI 
was, by a horrible table that took from me the als of my 
reaſon, I returned the moſt injurious ſuſpicions for your 
goodneſs. How impatient am I to expiate, at your feet, 
the injuſtice I did you! 

The amorous ſon of Timurtaſch was going on in this 


by 
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by the coming up of a female flave, who till tlien had 
ſtood behind the Princeſs of China; and advancing now 
into the middle of the aſſembly, made every one atten- 
tive to what ſhe was about to lay. _ 
As ſoon as ſhe had lifted up her veil, Calaf we her 
to be the ſame perſon he had ſeen the night before in his 
apartment. Her countenance was as pale as death, her 
_ eyes looked ghaſtly, and ſhe ſeemed to be dent on miſ- 
chief. The ſpectators were amazed; and Altoun-Can, 
as well as the reſt, was impatient to kno'v what ſhe had 
to ſay. Sbe turned to Tourandocte, and {poke thus ;— 


Princeſs, *tis high time to undeceive you ; I did not go 


to Prince Calaf to get him to diſcover ie name to DE 4 . 


I did not take that ſtep to do you a ſervice; my own 
intereſt alone made me hazard it. My deſign was to de- 
liver myſelf from ſlavery, and to rob you of your lover, 
I had prepared every thing for our flight together. He 


rejected my propolal, or Tather the ingrate Uefpiſed my 


tenderneſs, However, I ſpared no pains to diſengage 


him from you. I repreſented you as one of the pronde! it 


and crueleſt creatures in the world; nay, I told him you 


intended to have him aſſaſſinated this day. In vain did 


1 charge you with ſo black a deſign; it bad no influence 


8 
upon his conftancy. He flew out into a paſſion a little, and 


I leſt him in it, his eyes being witnefſes of my ſpite and 
conſuiion. Jealous, and in "deſpair, 1 returned to your 


apartment, and pretended that what 1 did was all out of 
pure affection to you. It was not, therefore, to deliver 


you from the embarraſſment you were in, that I told you 
the name you wanted to know; he dropped it in one of 
his tranſports, and I doubted not but you were ſo great 
an enemy to mankind that you would be glad to Hend 


away Calaf. In fine, I thought by that to prevent your 


marriage with him. But ſince my artifice has been in- 
effectual, and you are determined to marry him, I have 
nothing now to do but this At theſe words ſhe pluck- 
ed out a dagger ſhe had concealed under her robe, and. 


Pranges it into her breaſt, 


SEVENTY 


bs, | 


EE” 


SEVENTY-NINTH DAY. 


HE whole aſfembly ſhook with horror at fo terrible 


an action, and Altoun-Can as much as any one. 
Calaf s joy had an abatement, and Tourandocte crying out, 
deſcended from her throne to he'p the Princeſs, 'and fave 
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her life if poſſible, The other favourite Bare ran allo to 


Her with the ſame kind intentions as did the two ladies 


that waited with pen and paper; but before they came, 


the captive Princeſs, thinking the had not done enough 
to kill her, ſtruck the poniard a ſecond time into her 
breaft ; and all the company about her could do for her, 
was to receive her dying body in their arms. Ah 


_ Adelmule! ſays the Princels of China, my dear Adel- 


mule, what have you done? Would nothing elſe ſatisfy 
you, continued ſhe weeping ; why did you not laſt night 
open your mind to me? why did you not tell me it would 


kill you, if J married Prince Calaf? is there any thing 


I ſhould not have done for ſuch a rival as you | ? 


At theſe words the captive Princels opening her dying 


eyes, and turning them languiſhingly towards Touran- 


docte, faid, Tis over, my Princeſs; I ceaſe to live and 


to ſutter. Do not pity my fortune; commend rather 
my generous reſolution. I deliver myſelf by death from 


a double ſlavery: from the chains cf Altoun-Can, and - 


thoſe of love, which are more cruel than his. 1 ſucked 
in with my milk the doctrine of Xaca, and you need not 


then wonder I had the courage to do this. 1 am re- 


turning to my original nothing. She then gave a deep 
ſigh and expired. | 


The mandarins and doors were mightily afflicted at 


* 


the ſad end of Adelmule's life. Tourandocte burſt out 


into a freſh flood of tears, and Calaf alſo was in g 


affliction, looking on himſelf as the cauſe of this tra- 
gical event; nor was the good King of China leſs trou- 
bled on his part. Ah unhappy Princels ! {aid bes the 
only and precious remains of an illuſtrious houſe ! what 
ſervice was it to > you now that you was taken out of the 

waters! : 


great 
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waters? Ah! you had been happier if you had died the 


ſame day with the unfortunate Keycobad, and the Can 


of the Catalans, your father, and the reſt of your family : : 
may you at laſt, after having paſſed through the nine 
hells, be born again daughter of another Sovereign, at 


2 
the firſt tranlmigration. 


Altoun-Can was not contented with . making this 
mournful lamentation over the Princeſs Adelmule, he or- 
derecl her a royal funeral. The corpſe was laid in a palace 
by itſelf, it was Clothed in rich apparel all white; and 


before it was put into the coffin, the King, with all the 
officers of kis houſchold, went to do reverence to it, and 


_ preſent it with perfumes. It was afterwards put into the 
coſfin, made of black wood of aloes, and placed on a 


kind of throne, erected for 1t in the middle of a great 


court. It remained there a whole week; and the man- 
darins' ladies, in mourning from head to foot, were 


obliged to viſit it every day, and each of them to make 
it four reverences, with all ſigns of ſorrow. After this 
ceremony, when the day appointed by the grand mathe- 


tician for its interment was come, the coffin was put on 


an open chariot covered with ſilver plates, intermixed 


with figures of animals done in black. Then a ſacrifice 


was made to the genius that guarded the chariot, that it 


might be propitious to the funeral ; and the coffin being 


ſprinkled with ſweet water, the proceſſion began : it 


laſted three days, on account of ſeveral ceremonies and 


paules that were to be made before the chariot could ar- 
rive at the mountain, where are the tombs of the Kings 


of China. For Altoun-Can would have the aſhes of the 
Princeſs Adelmule depoſited with thoſe of the Princes of 
his own houſe: a favour Tourandocte had defired of the 


King her father, for her deceaſed favourite ſlave. 


When the chariot was come to the mountain, the cof- 
fin was taken out of- it, to be placed on another more 
rich ſtill than the firſt. Then the affiftants ſacrificed a 
bull ſprinkled with aromatic wine, and ſeveral things 
were offered to the earth, to pray it to receive favourably 


the corpſe of the Princeſs, 


EIGHTIETH 
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EIGHTIETH DAY. 


HEN Adelmule's funeral was over, a new face 
appeared in the Court of China: Grief and 
mourning were laid afide, and joy and ſplendour ſuc- 
ceeded. Altoun-Can ordered preparations to be made 
for Calaf 's marriage with Tourandocte, and while it was 
doing, he ſent ambaſſadors to the tribe of Berlas, to in- 
form the Can of the Nogais what had paſſed in China, 
and to defire him to come thither with the Princeſshis wiſe, 
When every thing was ready, the marriage was ſo- 
lemnized with a pomp © and magnificence ſuitable to the 
quality of the bride and bridegroom ; maſters were * 
appointed for Calaf, as was uſual; and the King, 
ſhew his particular eſteem for his ſon-in-law, Wool in in 
his favour diſpenſe with the cuſtom of the huſband's 
doing daily reverences for a certain time to the wife, 
daughter of the King of China. Nothing was to be 
ſeen at Court for a whole month but ſhows arid feaſts : 
and nothing but rejoicings over the great city of Pequin. 
The poſſeſtion of Tourandocte did not at all abate the 
heat of Calaf 's love; and that Princeſs, who had till 
then looked on all men with contempt, could not help 
loving ſo accompliſhed a Prince. Some time after the 
marriage, the ambaſſadors Altoun-Can had ſent to the 
territories of Berlas, returned, and a good company with 
them. They brought not onty the father and mother of 
the King's ſon-in-law, but Prince Alinguer himſelf, who, 


DO 
to do honour to Elmaze and Timurtatch , accompanied 


them, attended by the greateſt lords of his Court to that 


of China. 


The young Prince of the Nogais having notice of their 
coming, did not fail to go and receive then, He met 
them at the gate of the palace. We mutt imagine his 
joy at the fight of his father and mother, and their tranſ- 
ports to fee him again; for words cannot exprels it. 
They all three embraced ſeveral times, and their tears, 


VOL. 1. M at 


for he immediately fent orders to the 


* 
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at every embrace, a them alſo from the ey es of the 
Chineſe and Tartars that were preſent. 
Calaf then ſaluted the Can of Berlas, and made him 


| his acknowledgments for his favours to himſelf and his 


parents, eſpecially for accompanying his father and mo- 
ther to the Court of China. To which Prince Alinguer 


replied, that having been ignorant of the quality of 
Timurtaſch and Elmaze, he had not paid them the re- 


ſpect that was due to them; and that to make up what 


had been wanting on that account, he thought he could 


CI - 


dlo no leſs than accompany them to the court of Altoun- 
Can. Upon this the Can of the Nogais, and the Princeſs 
| his wife, made their compliments to the Sovereign of 
Berias; and then they all entered the palace to wait on 


Altoun-Can. That Monarch received them in the out- 


Ward-hall: he embraced them all one after another, and 


then conducted them to his cabinet; where having let 
imurtaſch know the pleaſure he took in ſeezng him, 


and his concern for his misfortunes, he aſſured him he 


would employ all his forces to revenge him on the Sultan 
of Carizme. Nor was what he ſaid ee compliment only ; 
governors of the 

Yrovinces, that the ſoldiers of the cities within their 
ſeveral juriſdictions ſhould, with all poffible diligence, 


march towards the Lake of Baljouta, which was ap- 


pointed to be the place of enden for the formidable 


army that was to aſſemble there. The Can of Berlas, 


ho foreſaw the war, and defired to contribute to reſtore 


Timurtaſch to his territories, when he came from home, 
had ordered the firſt captain 'of his troops to hold them 


in reaCineſs to take the field; and he now commanded 


him to march to the Lake of 26109 without loſs of 


time. 


While Altoun- Can's army was marching from all 


quarters to the place of remlezvous, the King omitted 


nothing for the royal and friendly entertaianient of his 
princely gueſts. He ordered to each of them a ſeparate 
palace, with a great number of eunuchs, and a guard of 
two thouſand men. Every day he feaſted them, and 
every night had new diverſions prepared for them, ſtudy- 
ing all the ways he could think of to pleaſe them. — 
Calaf, though his thoughts were taken up with ſo many 
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other things, did not forget his old hoſteſs: 1 with 


pleaſure called to mind her concern for him, he cauſed 
her to be brought to the palace, and pray ed Tourandotte 
to receive her into her ſervice. 


EIGHTY-FIRST DAY. 


PHE hopes Timurtaſch and the Princeſs Elmaze had 
conceived of being reinſtated on the throne of the 
Nogais Tartars made them inſenfibly forget their paſt 
misfortunes: - and Fourandotte's s being deliver ed of a fine 
Prince, overwhelmed them with joy. Rc; joicings for the 


birth of this Prince, who was called the Prince of China, 
were made in all the cities of that vaſt empire ; nor were 


they over when couriers brought the advice from the of- 


ficers, who had received orders to aſſemble the army, 
that the Chineſe troops, and thoſe of the Can of Berlas, 
were arrived at the Lake of Baljouta. As ſoon as the 
had this intelligence, I imurtaſch, Calaf, and Alinguer 
departed to put themſelves at the head of them ; and 
when they arrived at the camp, they found ſeven hun- 
dred thouſand men ready to march. They immediately 
took the route to Colan ; from whence they marched to 
Cachgar, and proceeding thence, entered the territories 
of the Sultan of Carizme. 

That Prince being advertiſed of their march and num 
ber, by couriers ſent him by the governors of his ſrontier 
places, inſtead of being diſheartened by the approach of 
ſo many enemies, prepared with a great deal of courage 
to give them a warm reception. He did not ſtand to in- 
trench himſelf; he was ſo bold as to march out and meet 
them, at the head of four hundred thouſand men, which 
he had with all diligence got together. The two armies 
met near Cogende, and a bloody battle enfued. On the 
Chineſe ſide, 'Timurtaſch commanded the right wing; 
Prince Alinguer the left, and Calaf the center. On the 
other ſide, the Sultan gave the command of his right 
wing to one of his 1 able generals; his center was 
commanded by his ſon, the Prince of Carizme; and 
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his left wing, "wherein was his beſt cavalry, he reſerved 


for himſelf. The Can of Berlas began the battle with 


the ſoldiers of his tribe, who fought like people who 
were in their maſter” s fight, and 1000 forced the enemy's 
right wing to give ground; but the officer who com- 
manded them, repovered it a little. It did not fare ſo 


well with Timurtaſch ; the Sultan put him into diſorder 


at the firſt charge, and the Chineſe had betaken them 
ſelves to their heels, had not Calaf, informed of what 
had paſſed, left the care of the center to an old general, 
and ran with ſome choſen troops to the aſſiſtance of his 
father. Things had then another face in a very little 
time. The left of the Carizmians were put into diſorder 
in their turn; their ranks were broken, and the whole 


wing routed. The Sultan, who Wand either conquer 
or die, did wonders to recover the day; but Timurtaſch 


and Calaf did not give him time to rally his ſoldiers. 
They ſurrounded him on all ſides; and Prince Alinguer 


having put the right wing alſo to flight, the Chineſe 


85 ſoon became entire maſters ot the field and their ene- 


mies. 
The Sultan Carizme had no Way left to eſcape the 


Chineſe, but to fight his way through them. He choſe 
rather to die gloriouſly | in the battle, "than to ſurvive with 


infamy; 240 throwing himſelf into the middle of the moſt 
furious of his enemies, he continued fighting deſperately 
till he fell down dead to the ground, having received 


wounds in all parts of his body. The Prinee of Carizme, 


his fon, had the ſame fate. Two hundred thouſand men 
were killed or taken priſoners ; the reſt got off by favour 


of the night. The Chineſe loſt alſo abundance of men; 
but if it was a bloody battle, it was alſo a deciſive one. 


'Timurtaſch, after having rendered thanks to Heaven for 


his happy frvcets; ſent an officer to Pequin, to give the 


King of China a particular account of it, advanced him- 
ſelf into the territories of Zagalay, and made himſelf 
maſter of the city of Carizme. 
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EIGHTY-SECOND DAY. 


FN the capital of the Carizmians he publiſhed a decla- 
I ration, that he would invade no man's liberty or pro- 
perty; that God having given him poſſefſion of the throne 
of lis enemy, he would keep it; and that Zagalay, and 


the other countries that were ſubject to the Sultan, ſhould 


now receive his fon, Prince Calaf, for their Sovereign, 
The Carizmians, weary of the domination of their laſt 
maſter, and convinced that Calaf's would be more mild, 


cheerfully ſubmitted to him, and proclaimed him their 
Sultan, having an high opinion of his merit, While 
the new Sultan of Carizme was taking meaſures for 
eſtabliſhing his power, limurtaſch went with part of the 
Chineſe troops to recover his own dominions, The 
Nogais Tartars received him like faithful ſubjects, who 
rejoiced to ſee their lawful Sovereign again; and Timur- 
taſch, not contented with being reinſtated on his throne, 
declared war with the Girealfians, to be revenged on 


them for their treaſons towards Prince Calaf at Jund. 


Inſtead of endeavouring to appeaſe him by ſubmiſſions, 
the Circaſſians, in all haſte, raiſed an army to reſiſt him; 
he beat them, cut them almoſt all to pieces, and cauſed 
himſelf to be declared King of Circaſſia. After that he 
returned to Zagalay, where he met the Princeſs Elmaze 
and 'Tourandotte, whom Altoun-Can had ſent thither 
under the conduct of one of his favourite generals, with 
a good army and a royal train. 

Such was the end of Prince Calaf's misfortunes, — 
His virtues acquired him the love and eſteem of the Ca- 
rizmians. He reigned over them a long time in peace; 


as much in love as ever with the charming Tourandocte, 


by whom he had another fon, who was after him Sultan 
of Carizme. As for the Prince of China, Altoun Can 
bred him up, and choſe him for his ſucceſſor. Timur— 
taſch, and the Princels his wife, pafled the reit of their 
days at Aſtracin: and the Can of Berlas, after having 
received from them, and their ſon, thoſe acknowledg- 
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ments that were due to his generoſity, returned to his 


tribe with the reſt of his troops. The Princeſs of Caſ- 
mire's nurſe having finiſhed the ftory of Calaf, demand- 
ec of Farruknaz's women what they thought of it. They 
all faid it was very moving, and that. Calaf appeared to 
them to be a virtuous Prince, and a perfect lover. For 
my part, ſaid the Princeſs, I take him to be rather vain 
than amorous; that he ran on without thinking: in a 


word, that he was what we call a young man. As to | 
the old King of Mouſſel, the good Fadlallah, continued 
the ſmiling, it muſt be owned he was a tender and faith- 


ful huſband; but inſtead of dying on the ſpot with his 
dear Zemroude, he could make a ſhift to live fifty years 

afterwards to mourn for the loſs of her. 3 
Well, my Princeſs, ſays the nurſe, ſince neither Calaf 

nor Fadlallah will ſatisfy your delicacy, if you will ſuf- 


fer me, 1 will tell you the ſtory of the King of Damaſ- 


cus, and his Vizier; perhaps you will like it better, 
With all my heart, replied Farruknaz ; my women are 
too much delighted with what you tell them, to deny 
them the pleaſure of hearing you. It is true, your 


images are agreeable enough; but Sutlumeme, my dear 


putlumeme, added ſhe, tis in vain for you to draw men 
in ſuch beautiful colours; their faults appear through all 
your painting. | 85 i 


THE HISTORY OF KING BEDREDDIN LOLLO, AND HIS 
VIZIER ATALMUILC, SURNAMED, THE SORROWFUL 
VIZIER, 


T2 EDREDDIN, King of Damaſcus, replied the nurſe, 
4D had a Vizier, an honeſt man, as the hiſtory of his 
time tells us. This miniſter, whoſe name was Atalmulc, 
was not unworthily ſo called,. he being a blefling to the 
kingdom. His zeal for the King's ſervice was indefatiga- 
ble; his vigilance equal to his zeal ; his genius was pe- 
netrating and extenſive, and his diſintereſt was admired 
by all people. But he was called the Sorrowful Vizier, 
becauſe he always was in a profound melancholy, Og 
gs crious 
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ſerilous whatever happened at court, merry or ridiculous, 


He never laughed at a jeſt, nor put himſelf out of his 


grave and ſolemn air. 
Ihe King, one day, had ſome private diſcourſe with 
him, and told him, very frankly and ſmiling, am adven- 
ture of his. The Vizier liſtened to it very attentively, 
and with ſo much gravity, that Bedreddin was ſurpriſed 
at it. Atalmulc, ſays he, you are a man ofa ſtrange hu- 
mour ; you are always ſad and penſive. For theſe ten 
years that you have been near my perſon, I have not ob- 
ſerved one joyful look in your countenance. My lord, 
replied the Vizier, your Majeſty ought not to wonder at 
it; every one has his cares and troubles, There is no 
man upon earth exempt from ſorrow. You have ſome 
reſerve, ſays the King, ſome ſecret grief you will not tell 
me of, and will therefore affirm that every body is, or 
ought to be, as you are; do you really think as you 
ſpeak? Yes, my lord, replied Atalmulc, ſuch is the con- 
dition of the ſons of Adam. No man's mind is ever to 
be perfectly at eaſe. Judge of others by yourſelf. Is 
your Majeſty, Sir, in full content ? Pugh, cried Bedred- 
din, I cannot be ſo; I have enemies upon my hands, 
and the weight of an empire. A thouſand cares diſtract | 
me, and diſturb the quiet of my life. But I am ſatis- 
fied there is an infinite number of private perſons in the 
world, whoſe pleaſures have no ſuch mixture of ſorrow, 
and whole joy is uninterrupted with any ſuch diſquiet. 


' EIGHTY-THIRD DAY. 


OS Vizier Atalmulc perſiſted ftill in what he had 
aſſerted ; and the King, ſeeing him ſo poſitive, ſaid, 
If nobody is free from vexation, every one at leaſt is not 
alike always ſo afflicted. I own to you, you have ex- 
cited in me an extraordinary curiofity to know what 


makes you ſo ſad and thoughtful. Tell me why you 
are {o inſenſible of mirth and laughter, the ſweeteſt 
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charms of ſociety. I will obey you, my lord, replied 


the Vizier; and diſcover to you the cauſe of my. ſeveral | 
| griefs, by telling you the Nory-s OL my life, 


THE HISTORY OF ATALMULC, SURNAMED THE SOR» 


 ROWPUL VIZIER, AND OF THE PRINCESS 
ZELICA BEYUME. | 


5 1 WAS the only FE of a rich 1 of . my | 


father's name was Coaja Abdalla, and he ſpared no 
coſt on my education. While I was yet a child, he put 
maſters over me to teach me ſeveral {ciences, as philoſo- 


_ phy, law, divinity, and eſpecially all the languages that 


are ſpoken in Alia, that they might be uſeful to me, if 


I ſhould travel into other Aſian countries. I naturally 


loved pleaſure and expence. My father obſerved it with 


great grief; he endeavoured by good counſel to maſter 


that inclination of mind; but how little do the wile dil- 


cCourſes of a father prevail over a debauched ſon ! 1 never 


minded what Abdallah ſaid to me, imputing all to the 
peeviſnneſs of age. As I was once walking with him in 


our fare and he, as it was uſual with him, Was 
bla 


ing my conduct, he ſaid, I ſee, ſon, all my repri- 
mands are grieyous to you ; but you will ſoon get rid of 


ſo troubleſome a countilior : The angel of death is not 


far off me. I am now going to launch into eternity, 
and to leave you poſſeſſed of great wealth, Have a care 


how you make an ill uſe of it ; at leaſt, if you are ſo 


unhappy as to ſquander it away idly, be ſure have re- 
courle to the tree you ſee in the middle of this garden : 


tie the fatal rope to one of the branches, and by that pre- 


vent the miſeries that attend poverty. 

As he faid, he died ſoon after. I buried 5 with 
reat ſplendour; and then took poſſeſſion of all his eſtate. 
1 found it ſo great, that I thought I might ſafely give a 

looſe to my extravagant humour. I increaſed the num- 
ber of my domeſtics. I got all the young fellows of the 
city about me. I kept open houſe, and' was guilty of 
all Kind of debauchery ; ; fo that I inſenſibly laviſhed 4 | 
2 
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at that was left me. My friends ſoon a me, 


and all my domeſtics, one after another, quitted my ſer- 
vice. What a change was this! I had not courage to 
bear it. I then, too late, remembered my father's laſt 


words. How do I deferve, ſaid I, to be in the miſery to 


which I am reduced! Why did I not hearken to Abdal- 
lah's counſel? He had reaſon to adviſe me to be a good 


huſband. Is there any condition in life ſo inſupportable 
as want, after abundance ?—Ah, let me at leaſt do for 
once as be bade me. I do not forget that he adviſed me 
to put an end to my life, if 1 ſhould become poor. 


Poor I am ; I will follow his counſel : which is in this 
as judicious, as it was in what related to economy ; for, 
in ſhort, when I have fold my houſe, the only thing 


that is left me, and which will at beſt but maintain me a 
few years, what ſhall I do then? I ſhall be forced to beg 


my bread, or to ſtarve. What a choice is that! I had 85 
better preſently hang myſelf. I cannot too ſoon drive 
theſe dreadful thoughts out of my head. In this fit of 
deſpair J went and bought a rope. I ran to the tree in_ 


my garden which my father had ſpoke to me of. It 
ſeemed to me to be very proper for my defign. I put 
two great ſtones to the feet of it; I got upon them, and 
lifting up my arms, tied one end of the rope to a great 
branch ; I made a running knot at the other end, and put 
it about my neck; after which J leaped off the two 


ſtones, The knot, "which I had tied very well for the 


' Purpoſe, had almoſt ſtrangled me, when the branch of 


the tree, to which it was s tied, broke down, and 1 fell 
with it. | 

1 was at firſt very much mortified that the pains I had 
taken to hang mylelf, were ſo ineffectual; but looking 
round about me, and ſurveying the branch of the tree 
more narrowly, I was ſurpriſed to ſee ſome diamonds 
_ that had fallen out of the hole in which the branch had 
been fixed, and ſeveral diamonds allo that had come out 
of it; for it was hollow. I imagined the tree might be 
fo too, ran for an axe; and cut through it. As 1 ima- 
gined, ſo I found it; and within ſide were an infinite 
number of rubies, enderalds s, and all forts of precious 
ſtones, I immediately took off the rope from about my 
neck, and fell from the deſpair in which I had put it on, 
into as violent a fit of joy. 
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. FICHTVYTOURTH DAV. 
| 38 convinced of my father's tenderneſs and pru- 
; dence by this adventure, I reſolved at laſt to purſue 


the ſame courſe of life he had done; and, inftead of 


fine myſelf up to pleaſure, to follow his profeſſion. 
was well enough verſed in it, and from my ſkill in 
ſtones, had no need to fear of miſcarrying. I entered 
into partnerſhip with two jewellers of Bagdad, who had 
been my father's friends, and were going to trade at 
_ Ormus. We all three went to Batra, freighted a ſhip, 
and embarked on the gulph which goes by that name, 
We lived lovingly together, and had a good voyage. 
We made merry aboard, and were almoſt at the end of 
our navigation, when J perceived that my partners were 
not ſo honeſt as they ſhould be. We were almoſt at the 
point of the gulph, and preparing to go aſhore, which 
added very much to our mirth. In this humour there 
was no want of wine; we had laid in a good ftock of 
the moſt excellent. After having drank heartily, I fell 
afleep, about midnight, in my clothes on a fofa. While 
I was aſleep, my partners took me, and threw me into 
the ſee out of a window. I awoke while I was in their 
hands, but was in the water before I knew what they 
were about to do with me. It 1s a wonder I had not 
periſhed, and gone to the bottom. It was foul weather; 
but the waves bore me up, as if by the particular com- 
mand of Heaven, and landed me at the foot of a moun- 
tain, near the point of the gulph. When I came aſhore 
I found myſelf pretty well as to health, and ſpent the 
reſt of the night in thanking God for my deliverance. 
As ſoon as day appeared, I climbed up the mountain: 
J had much ado to get to the top of it, it was ſo ſteep ; 
I there met ſome peaſants of the neighbourhood, whoſe 
employment was to gather cryſtal, and carry it to ell at 
Ormus. 1 told them what danger 1 had been in, and 
they, as well as myſelf, looked on my eſcaping it as a 
| | | 1 miracle. 
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miracle. The good people took pity on me; . ave 


me ſome of their proviſions, which confiſted chief} of 
rice, and conducted me to the great city of Ormus, _ 
when they had got their loadings of cryſtal. I went _ 
to lodge at a caravanſerail, and the firſt man [ met With 


there was one of my hopeful partners. 
He ſeemed in an extreme ſurpriſe at the fi ight of me, 


not doubting but before that time, ſome ſea-monſter or 
other had devoured me. He ran to find out his comrade 
to tell him of my arrival, and confult what reception 
they ſhould give me. They were not long ſtudying 


about it; a moment after I ſaw both of eie enter the 


caravanſerail. They paſſed by me in the court- yard, 

without ſeeming to have any manner of knowledge of 
me. Ah! ye rogues, ſaid I, Heaven has rendered your 
treachery uſeleſs ; and, ſpite 'of your barbarity, I am ſtill 


alive. Reſtore immediately all my jewels to me; I will 


not have any thing to do with tuch raſcals. At this 


diſcourſe, which one would think was enough to con- 


found them, they had the impudence to cry out, Ah ye | 


thief! ye villain ! what trick is it you would put 5 To 
us? what jewels, what goods have we of your's?— 


Then they fell upon me with their ſticks, and beat me 


both of them. I threatened to make my complaint to 


the Cady. I hey were beforehand with me ; and being 


got to the judge s houſe before I could, they made him 
ſeveral low bows, pulled out fome jewels, which very 
probably were my own, and making a preſent of them 
to the Cady, addreſſed themſelves to him thus O thou 
mirror of juſtice; thou ſun of right and equity, that 
diſſipateſt the clouds of villany, ſuccour us, we beſeech 
thee. We are poor helpleſs ſtrangers; we are come 
from the furthermoſt parts of the earth to trade here; is 


it fair we ſhould be inſulted by a robber? Shall he be 
ſuffered to take from us by a cheat, what we have cot 


by a thouſand pains and perils ? W ho is it you com- 
plain of? ſays the judge. My lord, replied they, we 
do not know him—we never {aw him in our lives before. 
Juſt as they ſaid ſo, I came myſelf to the Cady; and as 
ſoon as they ſaw me, they cried out, This, my lord, is 
the rogue, the thief; he has the boldneſs to come into 
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your preſence, which ought to terrify the guilty. Pro- 
tect us, great J udge, from this impoſtor. 
1 drew near the "Cady, to ſpeak to him in my turn: 


but having nothing to preſent him with, it was impoſ- 

ſible for me to be heard by him. The compoſed look, 

which was a token of my innocence, ſo prejudiced Was 
he againſt me, ſeemed to him to be a ſign of my impu- 


dence. He immediately ordered his Olas to carry me 


to priſon, which they did very exactly; and while I was 


loading with irons, my partners returned in triumph, 
well ſatisfied that I ſhould ſtand in need of another mira= 
cle to get out of the hands of the C x. 


EIGHTY-F IFTH DAY. 


SHOULD not perhaps "WRT got clear of him ſo well 


as I did of the waves in the gulph, without an acci- 


dent, which could be nothing but the immediate hand of 


Heaven. The peaſants who brought me to Ormus, un- 


derſtanding I was thrown into jail, went, out of pity, to. 
the Cady, and told bim the circumitances of their meet= 


ing with me, and all that I had told them on the moun- 


tain. The Judge upon this began to think he was in the 


Wrong, was ſorry he had not given me a hearing, and 
reſolved to dive into the ee of the matter. He ſent 


to the caravanſerail for the two jewellers ; but the birds 


were flown. They had made the beſt of their way to 
their ſhip, and put to ſea; for though the Judge had 
been on their ſide, the; y were afraid of ſtanding by it. 


The Cady was now ſatisfied that I was unjuſtly uſed, 
and ordered me to be ſet at liberty. Such was the end of 


my partnerſhip with theſe two honeſt jewellers. 


Being thus delivered from the ſea, and the. Judge, I 


ought to have looked upon myſelf as a man who had no 
ſmall thanks to render to Heaven for his preſervation : 
but I was not in ſuch a happy condition as to eſteem it a 


very g great bleſſing. I had neither money, friends, nor 


credit; I was reduced to live upon charity, or die of 
hanger: I departed from Ormus, not knowing whither 
to 
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to go. { week towards the plain of Lar, 3 the 
mountains of the Perſian gulph. When I came there, I 


overtook a caravan of merchants of Indoſt an, who were 


travelling to Chiras. I accompanied them; and by 


my readineſs to do them any little ſervices, I fared 


very well among them. I ſtaid at Chiras with them; at 
that time King Shad Tahmaſpe kept his court there. 


As I was one day coming from the grand moſque to 
: the caravanſerail where I lodged, J eſpied one of the 


S 


King of Perſia's officers ; he was richly drefled, and very 


handſome. He looked attentively upon me, came up to 
me, and ſaid, Young man, what countryman are you? 


O 
I ſee you are a ſtranger here, and in no very good circum- 


ſtances. I replied, ] was a native of Bagdad, and that at 


that time it was not as it had been with me. I then told 


him my ftory. He ſeemed to hearken to it very atten- 


tively, and to pity my condition. How old are you ? 
ſays he: In my nineteenth year, replied I. Upon which 
he ordered me to follow him, which I did, to the King's. 
palace, and entered it with him. He carried me to a hne 


apartment, and aſked me what my name was? I told 


him Haſan. He afked me ſeveral other queſtions, to 
which I gave him as pertinent anſwers as J could. 

Haſan, replied he, I am very ſorry for thy misfortunes, 
and will be a father to thee. Know then, that I am the 
King of Perſia's Capi-Aga : there is a page's place va- 


cant in the Caſoda, I will give it to thee; thou art young, 


and handfome. | cannot make a better choice; and do 
not know a youth among the Caſodali that will make a 
better figure. | 
I thanked the Capi-Aga with all poſlible reſpe& and 
. ſubmiſſion for his favour. He took me into his protec- 
Von, and had me drefled like a page. I was inſtructed 
in all the duties of my place, and began to diſcharge 
them in ſuch a manner as quickly gained me the eſteem. 
of our Zuluflis, and did honour to my patron. 


All the pages of the twelve charabers, as well as all the. ; 


officers of the Palace, and the ſoldiers of the guard, were 
forbidden, on pain of death, to ſtay in the gardens of the 
ſeraglio aſter ſuch an hone: in the night, becauſe the 
women then walked there. I was one evening there all 
alone, muſing on my misfortunes ; my head was ſo full 
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of them, that 1 inſenſibly let the time ſlip at which 
ſnould have retired, I recollected myſelf, and judging 
it was late, made what haſte I could to return into the 
palace, when a lady of a ſudden ſtopped me at the end of 
an alley, ſaying, You are in great haſte, ſure; what 
makes you run ſo faſt? Notwithſtanding it was night, I 

could perceive ſhe was young and beautiful, and replied, 
I have reaſons for it; and if, as I doubt not, you belong Z 
to the palace, you cannot be ignqrant of them. You 
know that all men are forbidden to ſtop in theſe gardens 
after ſuch an hour; and that it is as much as a man's 
life is worth to be found here when it is paſt. 298 = 
have thought of it a little too late then, faid the lady; 


is pait already, and you may thank your ſtars for cheir 


kind aſpect. If you had not met me, you had been a 


dead man, I was in ſuch an amazement, that I minded 
nothing but the danger my life was in; and cried, How 
unhappy am I to Jet the hour {lip ! > Do not trouble 
yourſelf, ſays the lady; your affliction will be mine; 
and 1 think you ought not to look on yourſelf as un- 
happy. I want neither beauty nor youth, and flatter 
myſelf there are not many faces in this ſeraglio that can 
be thought more agreeable. Fair lady, ſaid I, though 
the night deprives me of the happinefs of ſeeing your 
charms to advantage, I behold more than enough to en- 
chant me; but put yourſelf in my caſe, and you will 
agree, that it is not a very pleaſant one, It is true, re- 
plied the, there is not much pleaſantry in it. However, 
our deſtruction is not fo ſure as you imagine; the King 
is a good Prince, and may pardon you. What are you 2 
A Caſodali, madam, ſaid 1. The truth is, replied ſhe, 
you are very confiderate for a page; the Atemadoulet 
could not be more ſo. Come, be ruled by me: do not 
think to-day of what ſhall happen to-morrow ; you know 
it not; Heaven keeps it to itſelf, and perhaps has ee 
prepared a way for you to get out of this difficult 
leave that to the future, and mind nothing now but t 
Preſent. If you knew who I am, and the honour this 
adventure does you, inſtead of waſting theſe happy mo- 
ments in melancholy reflections, you would eſteem them 
the moſt fortunate of your life, and yourſelf the happieſt 
of mortals, At this, I began to gs the 228 I was in; 
the 
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the i image of the puniſhment inſenfibly vaniſhed out ot 
my mind, and the moſt tranſporting ideas ſucceeded, I 


d1d not ſtay long to conſider, but refolved to improve the 


oecation. I took the lady in my arms; but the was ſo 


far from yielding to my careſſes, that ſhe cried out, and 
1 was immediately ſurrounded by ten or twelve women, 


who had concealed themſelves to hearken to our conver | 


ſation, 
 EIGHTY-SIXTH DAY. 


T was no hard matter for me then to perceive, that the 


L lady was on a frolic, and had all the while bantered 


me. I thought it might be ſome ſlave of the Princeſs of 
Perfia, who had done it for her diverfion. The other 
women came immediately to her aſſiſtance: they laughed 
at What had paſſed; and though ſhe was all in a right, 

one of them laughing cried, C ale C airi, are you for ch 


another frolie ? No, indeed, replied Cate Cairi, 1 will do 


ſo no more; 1 have paid for my curioſity. The flaves 
upon this came about me, and rallied me. This page is 
a forward youth, fays one of them; a rare man for ad- 
ventures. I would not defire to meet a better, cried ano- 


ther, if I were to walk alone. He is for the preſent 


minute, I fee. They laughed at every word they ſaid ; 


and as much a page as 1 was, their laughter put 4 


quite out of countenance. If I had rejected the oppor- 
tunity, their raillery could not have been more picquant, 
nor could I have been more contounded. 

They did not fail to put me in mind of my ſlipping 
the time for getting out of the garden, It is pity, ſaid 
they, he ſhould die for it; he deſerves to be ſpared, 
purely from being fo dev oted to the ſervice of the ladies, 
Then the whom Thad heard name Cale Cairi, addreſſing 
herſelf to another, ſaid, It is you, my Princeſs, that are 
to determine his fate; will you have us give him over 
for a loſt man, or ſhall we help him out of his diſtreſs? I 
think, replied the Princels, he muſc be delivered out of 


this danger, Let him not die this time. I agree to it, 


Nays 
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Nay, t that he 1 may remember this adventure the longer, 


we mnſt make it a little more pleaſant to him. Let us 
carry him to my apartment, which as yet no man can 
boaſt the fight of. At theſe words, one of the ſlaves 


fetched me a woman's drels; 1 put it on, and making 


one of the Princeſs's train, accompanied her to her apart= 
ment, which ſhone with an infinite number of perfumed 
lamps, whoſe odour was very agreeable. The apart- 


ment {ſeemed to be as rich as the King” s; nothing was 
to be ſeen on all ſides but gold and ſilver. 

When! entered the apartment of Zelica Beyume for 

that was the name of the Princeſs of Perſia), I obferved 


there were about fifteen or twenty brocade ſtools, on a 


tapeſtry carpet ; all the ladies placed themſelves on the 


ftools in ech and thev made me fit down alſo; After 


this, Zelica called for refteſhiments; at the inſtant fix old 
. ſlaves, not fo richly dreſſed as thoſe that ſat down, 


brought in and diſtributed among us Mahramas; and 
then Terved about, in a great baſon of fiartabant, a {alad 
made of herbs of various kinds, Citron Juice, and the pith 
of cucumbers. They ſerved it firſt to the Princeſs in a 


cocno's beak ; ſhe took a beak of the ſalad, ate it, and 


gave another to the next flave that ſat by her on her 
right hand; which ſlave did the ſame as her miſtreſs had 
done: ſo the whole company went round, till there was 
nothing left in the baſon. This done, the {ix old flaves 


before mentioned, brought us very fair water in cryſtal 
cups. 


When the collation was over, the converſation grew 


as ſprightly as if we had drank date brandy. Cale Cairi, 
who by chance or otherwiſe ſat over againſt me, ſome- 
times looked at me, and {miled, ſeemed to tell me by her 


eyes, that ſhe was not fo angry at me for my being ſo 


briſk with her in the garden, L could not help ogling 
her too; but looked down upon the ground when I ſaw 
the perceived it. All the company "aw plainly that I 
was ſtill very much embarraiied, notwithſtanding I did 
what L could to thew a little aſſurance. - The Frinceſs 
and her women lceing it, endeavoured on their fide to 
give me more boldneis, Zelica aſked me my name, and 
how long I had been a page in the Caſoda. When I 


had anſwered Ars ihe ſaid, Well, Hafan, though you 
know 
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know this apartment is for no men, and that I am 

Jelica, yet forget where you are, and what | am. Be 

free, and as eaſy as if you were among the citizens' wives 

oi Chiras; look upon all theſe young women here, exa- 

mine them with attention, and tell us frankly which of 
them pleaſes you moſt. 1 | 


EIGHTY-SEVENTH DAY, 


TRE Princeſs of Perſia, inſtead of emholdening me 
as ſhe thought, by this diſcourſe, increaſed my 
trouble and confuſion. I fee, Haſan, ſays the, that what 
J require of you, puts you to more pain than you were 
in before. You are afraid, without doubt, that if you 
declare for one, you will diſpleaſe all the reſt : but de 
not let any ſuch fear hinder you. My women agree ſo 
well together, that you cannot make a breach among 
them : look upon us then, and tell us which you would 
chuſe for a miſtreſs, if it was permitted you to make à 
choice. Though Zelica's ſlaves were all very handſome, 
and the Princeſs herſelf as handſome as any of them, yet 
in my mind I preſently gave the preference to the charms 
of Cale Cairi ; but J hid my ſentiments for fear of-attronte 
ing Zelica, telling her, the ought not to put herſelf on 
the ſame footing, or diſpute a lover with her flaves, ſince 
ſuch was her beauty, that wherever the appeared, no- 
thing beſides herſelf could be eſteemed beautiful. Saying 
this, I could not help looking on Cale Cairi, in a manner 
Which let her ſee what I ſaid was out of flattery. Zelica 
allo perceived it, and ſaid, You are too much a flatterer, 
Haſan ; I muſt have you be more ſincere. - Give me the 
ſatisfaction I deſire of you, ſpeak what you think; all 
my women beg it of you, you cannot pleaſe us more, 
Indeed the flaves were very preſſing with me, eſpe- 
_ cially Cale Cairt ; the was more earneſt than any of the 


reſt, as if ſhe gueſſed that ſhe was more concerned in 
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In fins; 1 yielded to their entreaties; I put a bot 

face upon it, and addrefling myſelf to Zelica, ſaid, I will 
_ obey you, great Princeſs. It would be very difficult to 
decide which lady is the bandſomett, the beauty of each 
as ſo charming ; - but the amiable Cate Cairi is ſhe for 
whom I find I have the greateſt inclination. I had no 
ſooner done ſpeaking, but all the flaves burit out a laugh- 
ing, without ſhewing the leaſt ſign of deip:tc, I could 


= — — 


however perceive they had not quite thrown off the ſex, 
out of delicacy. Zelica, inſtead of being ottended at my 


frankneſs, ſaid, I am glad, Haſan, that you have given 
the preference to Cale Cairi, She is my favourite, 
which is a proof of your having no ill taſte, You do not 


know the worth of the perſon you have made choice of. 


As well as we all look, we have all of us ſincerity enough 
to acknowledge ſhe has the advantage of us. Then the 
_ Princeſs and the ſlaves rallied Cale Cairi upon the tri- 


umpb of her charms, and the returned it with a great deal 
of wit. Aiter which, Zelica cauſed a lute to be brought, 


and giving it to Cale Cairi, Shew your lover, ſaid The, 


what you can do. The favourite ſlave tuned the inſtru- 


ment, and played upon it ſo finely, that I was tranſ- 
ported. She accompanied it with her voice, and ſung a 


ſong, the ſenſe of which was, that When one has made 
choice of a lovely object, one ought to love it all one's 
lifetime.“ As ſhe {ung, ſhe every now and then turned 
her eyes to me, and with ſo much tenderneſs, that for- 


getting in whole preſence I was, I threw myſelf at her 


feet in a rapture of love and pleaſure. At this they all 


fell a laughing more than ever, and continued it till an 


old ſlave came to give them notice that day was break- 
ing, and if I was to go out of the women's apartment, it 
was high time; upon which Zelica and her women bade 


me follow the old woman, who led me through ſeveral 


galleries, and by a thouſand turnings and windings, 
brought me to a little gate, of which the had the key, L 
went out at it, and perceived as ſoon as it was day, that 
1 was got out of the palace. 
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EIGHTY-NINTH DAY. 


— II Us was I delivered from the new peril into which 


1 had imprudently fallen. I went to my fellow 
page's ſome hours after, and the Oda Bacchi demanded 
why ! lay out of the palace; I anfwered, that a friend of 

mine, a merchant of Chiras, being about to depart from 


oO 


Baſra with all his family, had kept me at his houſe, and 
that we had ſpent the night in drinking. He believed 


what I ſaid, and having chid me a little, left me. 
I was too much charmed with my late adventure, not 


to have it always in my thoughts. I called often to my 
mind every the leaſt circumſtance of it, and particularly 


thoſe that moſt flattered my vanity ; which were ſuch as 
gave me reaſon to believe the Princeſs's favourite {ſlave 


had not looked upon me with indifference. Eight days 


after an eunuch came to the door of the King's chamber, 
and ſaid he wanted to ſpeak with me. I went to him, 
and aſked his bufinefs. Is not your name Haſan? ſays 


he; I replied yes. He then gave me a billet, and vaniſhed 
in an inſtant, It was ſaid in it, that if I was diſpoled to 


be the next night in the garden of the ſeraglio, after the 


hour of retiring, and at the ſame place where I had 
been met, I ſhould find a perſon who was very ſen- 
ſible of the preference I had given her to all the Princeſs's 


women, . | 


Though I ſuſpected that Cale Cairi had taken a liking 
to me, I did not expect to receive a letter from her. And 


being perfectly giddy with my good fortune, I aſked leave 
of the Oda Bacchi, to ſee a derviſe, my countryman, lately 
arrived from Mecca. He gave me leave; 1 ran, I flew 


to the gardens of the ſeraglio as ſoon as it was night. It 


I-was ſurpriſed by the time when I was laft there, in re- 
turn it now ſeemed long. So impatient was I to meet my 


charming Cale Cairi, I thought the hour of retiring 


would never come; however it came, and a little after 


1 ſaw a lady, whom by her ſhape and air I knew to be 


the ſame for whoſe coming I waited, + ] went up to her, 
. - tranſported 
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lotta wk pleaſure and Joy ; and throwing myſelf 


at her feet, had ſo far loſt myſelf in the tranſport, that 


I could not ſay a word to her. Riſe, Haſan, ſaid ſhe; I 
_ would fain know if you love, me: I muſt have other 


Proofs than this tender and paſſionate {lence to convince 


me of it; ſpeak ſincerely, is it poſſible that you could 
think me handſomer than all my compartions, and even 


the Princeſs Zelica herſelf ? May 1 believe your eyes were 
more favourzble to me than to them? Doubt it not, re- 
plied], Oh too lovely Cale Cairi ; my heart had declared : 
for you a long time beſore the Princets and her women 

forced my lips to pronounce the deciſion between you 


and them. Your image has not been out of my mind a 


moment ſince that ni ioht, and you will always be preſent | 


there, though you never ſhould think kindly of me. 
I am pleaſed, ſays ſhe, that you are in theſe ſentiments, 
ſince I own I could not help baving a friendſhip for you. 


Your youth, your perſon, your wit, 2nd above all, the 


preference you gave me to all thoſe fair ladies, has ren- 
dered you amiable in my eyes; what I am now doing is 
ſuthcient proof of it. But ah, my dear Haſan, added ſhe, 


ſmiling, I know not whether ] ought to rejoice at the 


conqueſt I have made, or to Jook on it as a thing that 


will make my life miſerable. Ah, Madam, ſaid I, why 


do you give way to ſuch a thought, amidit the tranſports 5 


that your preſence cauſes in me ! 7 It is not, the replied, a 
groundleſs fear that intrudes upon our pleaſures ; my 


alarms are too well founded, and you know not what it 


is that troubles me. The Princeſs Zelica loves you; and 
_ deſcending from all her pride, ſhe will ſoon let you know 
your happineſs, when ſhe confeſſes that you have found 


the way to pleaſe her. How will you receive ſo glorious 


a2 confeſſion? Will your love of me hold out againſt the 


honour of having the firſt Princeſs of the world for your 


miſtreſs? TI here interrupted her; Yes, my charming Cale 
Cairi, not Zelica herſelf ſhall have a place in my heart, 
And would to Heaven you could have a rival ſtill more 
formidable, you ſhould ſee that nothing can thake the 
conitancy of my paflion for you. I hough Shad Tah 
maſpe had no ſon to ſucceed him, though he would {trip 
himſelf of the kingdom of Perſia, and give it to his ſon- 
in- law, and it depended on me to be fo, to you would I 
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fietifice ſo high a for tune. Ah onbiqipy Haſan! cried 
the lady, whither does your love 2 2 What a 
fatal affurance do you g1ve me of your tic telity? you for- 
get that I am a ſlave to the Princeis of Pertia, If you 
make her ungrateful returns for her goodneſs, you will 
pull her wr -ath upon our heads, and we ſhall both perith, 
It is better that 1 ſhould yield you up to ſo powerful @ 

rival; there is no other means to preſerve vou. No, no, 
replied |, with the ſame earneſtneſs, there is another way 
that my deſpair will rather make uſe of, which is to 
baniſh myſelf the court : my. retirement will defend you 
from Zelica's vengeance, reſtore your tranquillity ; and 
while, by little and little, you forget the unfortunate 
Hafan, he will fly to the deſerts, and there ſeek an end 
to his misfortunes. I was ſo full of what I ſid, that 
the lady gave way to my griet, and replied, Ceaſe, Haſan, 
ceaſe to afflict yourlelf thus when there is no occaſion. 
You are in an error, and you ſhew yourſelf worthy of 
being undecerved, I am not a ſlave to the Princeſs 
Zelica, Jam Aelica herſelf. The night you came to 
my apartment I paſſed for Cale Cairi; and you took Cale 
Cairi for me. At theſe words the called one of her wo- 
men, who had hid herſelf among ſome cypreſs trees, and 
who running to her when ſhe heard her voice, I found it 


_ was the a Th 1 took for the Princels of Perſia. 


NINETIETH DAY. 


O PIR Haſan, fays Zelica, you ſee the true Cale 
Cairi; I give her her name again, and refume my 
own. I was not willing to conceal myſelf any longer 
from you, nor the importance of the conqueſt you have 
made; know therefore all the glory of your triumph. 
Though you have more love than ambition, I am ſatis- 
\ fied that you cannot know, without a new pleafure, that 
it is a Frincels who loves you. I failed not to tell 
Zelica, that the exceſs of my happineſs was paſt my 
conception. Neither could I conceive how from the 
height of her grandeur, ſhe could deign to look on me; 
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and from my Lb ſtate to raiſe me to A fortune, which 


the greateſt Kings in the world might envy. In fine, 


charmed bey ond expreſſion by the Princeſs's favour, 1 


was going about to enlarge upon my gratitude and ac- 


knowledgment; but ſhe interrupted me, {aying, Hafan, 


| give over wondering at what 1 3 done for you. Pride 
haas little empire over women that are locked up in 
apartments. We follow, without reſiſtance, the motions 


of our hearts. You are amiable; you pleaſe me, and 
that 1 is enough for you to deferve my favour. _ 
We ſpent the whole night in walking and diſcourſing 


8 day had doubtleſs overtaken us in the gardens, t 


Cale Cairi, who was with us, had not taken care to give 


us notice to retire in time, As loth as we were, we mult 


part. But before I left Zelica, ſhe ſaid to me, Adieu, 
Haſan ; think always of me; we ſhall ſee one another 


again: and ] promiſe you, that in a little time you ſhall 
know how dear you are to me, I threw myſelf at her 


feet, to thank her for her goodnels ; after which Cale 


| Cairi conducted me by the ſame turmngs and wind- 
ings through which I had ben before, gate out of the 


palace. 
Thus beloved by the auguſt Princefh I adored, and pre- 
ſenting to my mind a charming 1 image of what ſhe had 


promiſed me, the next day, and the following days, I 

gave myſelf over to the moit agreeable ideas that can pre- 
ſent themſelves to the mind of man. It was then that 
there might be ſaid to be a man upon earth truly happy, 
if my impatience to ſee Zelica again was not an objection 


toit. In a word, I was now in that condition wherein 
the greateſt pleaſure of lovers conſiſts that is, near the 
moment in which I was to arrive at the height of my 
wiſhes, when an unforeſeen event robbed me at once of 
all my proud hopes. I heard the Princeſs Zelica was 
fallen ill; and two days after it was reported about the 
palace that ſhe was dead. 1 would not at firſt believe 
that dreadful news. The preparations for her funeral at 
laſt convinced me of the truth of it; and my eyes were 
the ſad witneſſes of the grief of the Perſians, and the ho- 
nours that were paid to the deceaſed Princefs. All the 
pages of the chambers marched firſt, naked from the head 


to the middle. Some ſcratched their arms to ſhew their 


Zea) 


PERSIAN TALES, _ 263 


zeal and their grief; others made marks on their fleſh ; 
and ] myſelf, taking hold of ſo fair an opportunity, 
to ſhew the deſpair that had ſeized me, tore my fleſh, 
and wounded my'elf in many places. Our officers fol- 
lowed us with a folemn pace and grave air; they had 
long rolls of China paper faſtened to their turbans, 
on which were written ſeveral paſſages of the Alcvran, 
together with verſes in praiſe of Zelica, which the. 
ſung with an air as forrowfal as reſpectful. After 
them came the corpſe, in a cedar coffin, covered with 
plates of filver, placed on a bier of ivory, carried by 
twelve men of quality; and twenty Princes, related to 
Shad Tahmaſpe, held each in their hands the end of 
a ruban, which was faſtened to the coffin. All the 
women of the palace followed afterwards, making 
dreadful howlings: and when the corpſe was come to 
the place of its ſepulchre, every body cried out Layla 
Illallah. I did not fee the reſt of the ceremony, becaute 
the exceſs of my grief, and the blood I had loſt, 
threw me into a ſwoon, which latied a long time. 
One of our officers ordered me preſently to be carried 
to our chamber, where great care was taken of me. 
They rubbed me all over with an excellent balm, inſo— 
much that in two days I found myſelf pretty well re- 
covered. But the remembrance of the Princeſs put 
me almoſt out of my ſcnles. Ah, Zelica! ſaid I to 
myſelf every moment, is it thus you diſcharge the pro- 
mile yon made me when you left me? is this the 
token of tenderneſs which you were to give me ? I 
could not be at reſt, and my ſtay at Chiras in that in- 
conſolable condition becamt inſupportable; ſo I quitted 
the court and the city three days after the Princeſs's 
funeral. 


NINETY- 
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day I ſtopped a little to repoſe myſelf on the ground, and 
there pafſed by me a young man whoſe dreſs was very 


extraordinary; he came up to me, ſaluted me, preſented - 
me with a green bough he had in his hand; and having 


O 


obliged me to accept it, he repeated ſome Perſian verſes, 


to engage me to give him alms. As I had nothing my- 
ſelf, nothing could I give him. He thought + did not 
underſtand the Perſian language, and repeated ſome 
Arabian verſes : but finding he ſucceeded no better one 
way than the other, and that I did not do what he de- 
fired, he ſaid, Brother I cannot think you want charity ; . 
9 rathier believe you have not wherewithal to exerciſe it. 


You are very much in the right, replied I; I have not a 
ſingle aſper, and cannot tell where to put my head. Ah! 


what a 1ad condition art thou in! cried he; I pity, and 
will reheve thee ! 

1 was ſurpriſed to hear a man talk ſo, who had been 
_ juſt begging my charity, and thought the relief he offered 
me was nothing but prayers and vows ; when, purſuing 
his diſcourſe, he ſaid, J am one of thoſe holy children 
who are called Faquirs ; though we live on charity, we 
however live plentifully; knowing how to move mens? 
pity by an air of mortification and penance, which we 
always put on. Indeed there are ſome Faquirs that are 
fools enough to be what they appear, who lead an auſtere 
life, and ſometimes will take, no nouriſhment tor ten days 


together. We are not ſo ſiraight- -Jaced as they are; we 


do not value ourſelves on having really their virtues, but 


on having the appearances of them. Will you be one of 


our brethren? Iam going to two of them at Boſt; if you 
will make the fourth, come along with me. I replied, 
Not being uſed to the practice of your devotion, I am 
afraid I ſhall not acquit my ſelf as I ought to do. Pugh, 
ſaid he, interrupting me, do not trouble yourſelf about 

the 


- TRAVEL LED all night, ſo full of trouble, that l knew 


not where I went, or celine ] would go. The next 


„ a . ne: Aro Wir ft 2 2 At 


— 


PERSIAN TALES. 265 


the practice ; ; I ſay again, we are not ſome of the rigid 


Faquirs. In a word, we are F aquirs in nothing but the 


habit. 


Though by this the Faquir gave me to underſtand that 
he and his two brethren were mere libertines, I did not 


refuſe his offer, but reſolved to make one amongſt them. 


.  Belides that 1 was in a miſerable condition, l had not 
learned among the pages to hve very abſtemioully and 


religiouſſy. As ſoon as I told the Faquir that 1 agreed 
to join with them, he conducted me to Bolt. We lived 


all the way on dates, rice, and other proviſions, which 
were given us in the towns and villages through Which 


we palled. As foon as the good Muſſulmen. hear d his 
, they ran to bim with their good things; of which he 
h it fuch a ſtore, that he could hardly carry it. 


Travelling in this manner, we arrived at laſt at Boſt; 


we enteral a little houſe in the ſuburbs, where the ty 9 
other Fàquirs lived. They received us with open arms, 
and ſeemed to be wonderfully picaſe d with the reſolution 


I had taken to be one of them. They ſoon initiated me 


into their myſteries ; that is, they taught me all their 


grimaces. When I was well inſtructed in the art of 


cheating people, they dreſſed me like themſelves, and 


obliged. me to go about the city with them, to preſent 


boughs or flowers to gentlemen, and repeat verſes. I re- 
turned every night to my lodging with ſome pieces of 


filver in my pocket, which ſerved to make merry with. 1 


was then too young, and was naturally too much given 


to pleaſure to reſiſt the ill example of theſe Faquirs, I 
fell into all forts of debauchery „and by that inſenſibly loſt 
the remembrance of the Princeſs of Perſia; not but that 
ſhe would every now and then come into my mind, and 
draw ſome ſighs from me. But inſtead of nouriſhing the 
weak remains of my grief, I did what I could to Ga it 
out ; and would often | ſay, Why do I think of Zelica, ſince 
Zelica is no more? If I cried my eyes out, if I wept all 
my lifetime, what would my weeping ſignify? 
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NINETY- SECOND DAY. 


1 LIVED with theſe Fa aquirs near two years, and ſhould 
have ſtaid longer, had not he who engaged me in their 
company, and whom I loved better than the other two, 
perſuaded me to travel. Haſan, ſaid he to me one day, 1 
begin to be tired of this city; I have a mind to ſee the 
country, and have heard wonders of the city of Can- 
dahur; if you will go along with me, we will ſee whe- 
ther w hot has been told me of it he true. With all my 
heart, cried ]; for I had as great an itch to ſee ſtrange 
Places; I ſhould rather ſay, J was directed by that ſupe- 
_ rior Power that makes us all its neceſſary agents. We 
two departed from Bott, and having paſſed through {eve- 
ral cities of Segeſtan, e making any ſtay, we ar- 
rived at the fair city of Candahar, Which appeared to us to 
be very ſtrong. We went and lodged at a caravanſerail, 
where we were received very civilly for the ſake of the 
habit we wore, which was indeed the beſt recommenda- 
tion we had, There was a great buſtle in the town, the 
inhabitants being prepared to celebrate the ſeaſt of the 
Giulous the next day: we underſtood they were buſy at 
court; every one being ambitious of ſhewing their zeal 
for King Firouzchah, who made himſelf beloved by the 
good for his juſtice, 4 as much feared by the bad for 
his ſev crity to them. The Faquirs having admittance 
every where, nobody daring to ſtop them for their habit's 
fake, we went next da to court, to ſee the feſtival, in 
which there was nothing extraordinary to a man who 
had ſcen the King of Pertia's Giulous. While we were 
looking very attentix ely on what paſſed, I felt ſomebody 
pull me by my arm; I turned my head about, and per- 
ceived near me the eunuch of Schah Tahmaſpe's palace, 
who brought me the letter from Cale Cairi, or rather from 
Zelica. : 
My Lord H: 5 ſaid he, I knew you, notwithſtanding 
the ſtrange dreſs you are in. Though I thought I could 


not 
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not be in an error, yet I durſt hardly truſt my eyes. Is 
it poſſible that I ſhould meet you again! I rephed, and 
what brings you to Candahar? Why did you quit the 
court of Perſia? Was the death of the Princeſs Zelica 
our reaſon, as well as mine? I cannot tell you at pre- 

ſent, ſaid he; but 1 will fully ſatisfy your curioſity, if 
Fou will come hither alone to-morrow at the ſame hour— 
I will tell you things that will amaze you; I ſhall only 


add now, that they concern you too 


I promiſed him to come by myſelf the next day to the 


ſame place, and I punctually kept my promiſe, The 


eunuch came thither at the time appointed, and drawing 


near, ſaid, Let us go out of the palace, and ſeek for ſome 


more convenient place to diſcourte in. We went into the 
city, croſſed ſeveral ſtreets, and came at laſt to the gate of 
a pretty large houſe, of which he had the key. We en 
tered ; I ſound the apartments were well furniſhed ; fine 


carpets on the floors, rich ſofas, and, adjoining to it, a 


garden well cultivated, in the middle of which was a 


jaſper baſon full of fine water. 

My Lord Hafan, ſays the eunuch, is not this a pleaſant 
houſe? Very pleaſant, replied I. Iam glad you like it, 
fays he, for I hired it yeſterday for you; you muſt alſo 
have ſome flaves to wait on you; I will go and buy them 
while you bathe yourſelf. Saying this, he conducted 


me to a chamber, where he had prepared baths. In the 


name of God, ſaid I, tell me why you bring me here, and 


what it is you bg to ſay to me. You will hear, re- 


plied he, in proper time and place. Let it ſuffice at pre- 


lent, that your condition is finely altered ſince 1 met you, 
and chat 1 have orders to do thus by you. At the ſame 


time he helped to undreſs me, which was preſently done. 


I went into the bath, and the eunuch left me there, pray- 


ing me not to be impatient. 


This myſtery occaſioned in me many reflections; but - 
it was in vain for me to think of 1t—1 could not gueſs 


What was the meaning of it. Chapour was a long while 
coming to me again, and I began to loſe all manner of 
patience ; at laſt he returned with four flaves, two of 
whom were laden with linen and clothes, and the other 


two with proviſions. I beg your P*rvons my Lord, lays 


he, I am very lorry for having made you wait lo. Then 
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the flaves put the hundles on the ſofas, and were officious 
to ſerve me. They rubbed me with fine new linen; 
- They put on me a rich veſt, with a ſtately robe and tur- 
ban. Where will be the end of all this? ſaid ] to myſelf. 
By whoſe order does the eunuch treat me thus? My 1 im- 
| Patience to know it was * mealure. 


NET VTHED DAY. 


HAPOUR e it: T am troabled, | ſays he, to 
ſee you ſo uneaſy, but I cannot help you. If it was 


not expreſsly forbidden me to ſpeak to you, if I did not 
betray my truſt in telling you what I conceal from you, 


I ſhould not make you \ the more eaſy. Other defires, 
_ more violent would ſucceed to thoſe that now diſturb 

It muſt be night before you will, be informed of 
Phat you are ſo eager to know. _ 

Though I had all the reaſon in the world to believe 
there was nothing ill in this adventure, from what the 
ennuch. ſaid to me, yet 1 could not help being ſtrangely 
diſquieted all that day. Night came, and lamps were 
» lighted up every where, eſpecially in the fineſt apartment 
in the houſe, which was extraordinarily . uluminated. 
Chapour ftaid with me, and every now and then would 
ſay to me, Have a little patience, they will come pre- 
ſently. At laſt we heard a knocking at the door ; the 
eunuch went himſelf to open it, and returned with a lady, 
who no ſooner lifted up her veil, than I knew her to be 


Cale Cairi. I was extremely ſurpriſed at the ght of 


her; for | thought ſhe had been at Chiras. My Lord 
Haſan, ſaid ſhe, as much as you are aſtoniſhed to ſee me, 
you will be more when you hear what I am about to tell 
you. At theſe words Chapour and the ſlaves withdrew, 


and left us together. We both ſat down on the ſame 


ſofa, and ſhe continued her diſcourſe in this manner: 
You very well remember, my Lord Haſan, that the 


night Zelica made choice of to diſcover herſelf to you, 


the made you a promiſe, when you parted, which ought 
never to be out * your memory Lhe next day ] aſked 
| her 
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her what ſhe reſolved upon, and how me meant to ſhew 
you the paſſion ſhe had for you. She anſwered, ſhe in- 


tended to make you happy, and to have often private 


meetings with you, whatever danger there was in it. 1 
muſt own to you I could by no means approve of her 

relolution, and did what i could to bring her off from it. 
I reprefented to her, what a madnets it was for a Princeſs 
of her rank to think of you, and run the hazard of her 


life for the ſake of a page. In a word, I uied my utmoſt 


endeavour to diſſuade her from doing for you what ſhe in- 


| tended; and you ought to pardon me, ſiuce all my argu= 


ments a ed only to confirm-her in her intention. When 


1 found J could not prevail over her Madam, ſaid I, I 


1 cannot, without trembling, repreſent to myſelf the peril : 


you are running into; and1 lincenothing can take you from 
our lover, we "muſt contrive ſome means for you to ſee 
him, without hazarding your own hte or his: 1 know 
one that I doubt not would pleaſe you, but I dare not. 
Propoſe 1t—it is ſo very extraordinary. 

Tell me what it is, Cale Cairi, ſaid the Princeſs; what 
means have you thought of? Do not hide it from me. 


If you make uſe of it, replied I, you muſt reſolve to quit 


the court, and live as iffyou had been born of the moſt 
vulgar parents; you mult renounce all the honours due 


to your dignity. Do you love Haſan enough to make 


him ſuch a ſacrifice? Do ] love him! replied the with a 


deep ſigh; yes, the moſt obſcure condition would pleaſe 


me better with him, than all the pomp and ſplendour with 
which I am now farrbiinded; Say, how can I ſee him 


without conſtraint? I will do it immediately. Well 


then, ſaid I, I will tell you a method I have thought of, 
ſince I find there is no beating you off your purpoſe. I 
know an herb that has a very particular quality; if you 
put a leaf of it only in your ear, you will an hour after fall 
into a profound lethargy, and you may very well pals for 
dead; your funeral will be ſolemnized, and in the night 
1 will take you out of your tomb. At theſe words, I 
interrupted Cale Cairi; Oh Heaven, can it be poflible 


that the Princelts ea! is not dead! What is become of 


her? My Lord, ſays Cale Cairi, the is {till living ; but L 
pray. you to bear me; you will know every thing pre- 
mand My miſtreſs, continued ſhe, embraced meg with 


N 3 joy. | 
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Joy, ſo well did ſhe like the project. But then repreſent- 
ing to herfelf how difficult it would be to put it in exe- 
- cution, on account of the funeral ceremonies, ſhe told me 
der objections ; which I cafily removed, and fo we went 
on with our great enterpriſe. : PO 


Zelica complained of a pain in her head, and took to 
her bed, The next day I gave out that the was dan- 
gerouſty ill; the King's phyſician came, was 1mpoſed 
upon by us, and ordered phylic, of which we made no 
_ uſe, the next day the diſtemper increafed ; and when 
I thought it time for the Princeſs to expire, I put a leaf 
of the before-mentioned herb into her ear. I ran imme 
diately to tell Schah 'Vahmaſpe that Zelica was dying, 
and deſired to ſpeak to him: he came preſently ; and 
obſerving, as the herb worked, that her countenance 
changed every moment, he burſt out into tears. My 
Lord, ſays his daughter, I conjure you, by the tenderneſs 
you have always had for me, to order that my laſt re- 
queſt be exactly fulfilled. I defire, that after I am dead, 
no woman but Cale Cairi may waſh my body, and 
rub it with perfumes; I will not have any other ſlave 
ſhare that honour with her. I deſire alſo, that ſhe only 
may watch me the firſt night; and that nobody but ſne 
be ſuffered to mourn over my tomb. I will alfo, that 
ſhe only, my moſt faithful ſlave, ſhall pray the prophet 
to aſſiſt me againſt the aſſaults of wicked angels. 


NINETY-FOURTH DAY. 


8 TAHMASPE promiſed that every thing 
MI ſhould be done as his daughter deſired it might be, 
and that nobody but I ſhould pay her the laſt ſad offices. 
That is not all, my Lord, ſays the Princeſs ; I make t 
my further requeſt, that Cale Cairi be ſet free as ſoon as 
I am dead; and that with her liberty, you will make 
her preſents worthy of yourſelf, and ,the fidelity with 
which ſhe has always ſerved me. Daughter, ſays 

Schah Tahmaſpe, be aſſured that whatever you have 
8 requeſted 
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: requeſted of me, ſhall be done. If L have the misfortune 


to loſe you, I ſwear to you that your favourite ſhall go 
where the pleaſes, and have as much treafure as her heart 
can Wimſm. 1 „ e 
He had ſcarce faid theſe words, when the herb pro- 
duced the effect it was uſed for. Zelica died away in 
appearance; and her father, believing her to be dead, 


retired all in tears to his apartments» He ordered that 


none but I ſhould waſh the body, and perfume it; which 
I did. I then wrapped it up in white linen, and put it 
in a coffin; after. which it was carried to the place of its 
ſepulchre, where, by the King's order, | was left alone 
with it the firſt night. I looked about every where, to 
ſee if no body was hid to obſerve me; and finding the 
coaſt was clear, I took my miſtreſs out of the cothn as 


ſoon as her lethargy was over; which, as had been con- 


trived, was two or three hours after the aſliſtants at the 
funeral were withdrawn. I put on her a robe, which L 
had under mine; I had alſo provided a veil for. her, and 
we went to the place where Chapour waited expecting 
us. That faithful eunuch carried the Princeſs to a little 
houſe he had hired; and I returned to the tomb, to pals 


the reſt of the night there. 


I made up a bundle to look like a corpſe, covered it 
with the linen cloth Zelica was wrapped up in, and put it 
The next morning the Princeſs's other ſlaves came to 
ſupply my place, which I did not leave without making 
thoſegrimaces that generally accompany grief. 'The King 
had an account given him of what tokens of affection 1 
had ſhewn, which would have been enough for him to 
have made conſiderable preſents, had he not before pro- 
miſed to do it. He ordered me ten thoutand ſequins, 


and permitted me to depart with the eunuch Chapour, 


After which I went to my miſtreſs, to rejoice with her 
on the happy ſucceſs of our ftratagem. "Lhe next day 
we ſent the eunuch to the King's chamber with a billet, 


in which I prayed you to come to us, but one of your 
Zuliſtis ſaid you were indiſpoſed, and could not be ſpoken 


with, We lent him again three days after, when he was 
informed you had quitted the ſeraglio, and nobody knew 
what was become of you, 

N 4 I here 
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I here interru pted Cale Cairi. Ah why, Cai I, aid you 
not acquaint me with your project? Why did you not 
{end Chapour to me to tell me? What a world of troubles 
would one word have ſaved me! Would to Heaven, ſaid 

Cale Cairi, interrupting me, we had not kept it from 
you; Zelica might now have lived happily with you in 
Tome country or other. It was not my fault, that you 
have not both enjoyed the felicity you deſired. We had 
«icarce formed our deſign, but J was for giving you no- 
tice of it; but my miſtreſs would not let me. No, no, 
ſaid ſhe, 150 muſt let him know what it is to loſe me; he 
will be the more overjoyed to find me again; and his 
furpriſe will be the more pleaſant to him, the more the 
thought of my death ſhall torment him. 

I did not like her fond way of arguing—I was 8 
of the ill conſequences that our keeping the ſecret from 
you might occaſion; and Zelica has heartily repented it. 
I cannot expreſs to you how. much ſhe was afflicted at 
your leaving Chiras. Ah! what a wretch am II would 
the cry every minute, What am I the better for having 
ſacrificed every thing to love, if I for ever muſt be de- 
prived of Haſan? We had ſearch made for you all over 
the city; Chapour omitted nothing to find you; and 
nen We loft all manner of hopes of it, we departed from 
 Chiras, We took our way towards the Indus, imagin- 
ing you might perhaps have taken that courſe yourlelf. 
We ſtopped i in all the cities on tbat river, ſearching: every 
where for you, but to no purpoſe. As we were one day 
travelling from one city to another, though we were with 
a Caravan, we were ſurrounded by a numerous band of 
robbers, who beat the merchants, and plundered them of 
their merchandize ; they allo robbed us of our gold and 
Jewels, carried us to Candahar, and old us to a flave- 
merchant of their acquaintance, * 

The merchant had no ſooner got Zelica into his hands, 
than. he reſolved to ſhew her -to the King of Candahar. 
Firouzchah was charmed at the ſight of Her ; ; he aſked 
her of what country ſhe was ? She ſaid of Chenin, 'The 
ſame invented anſwers ſhe returned to all his queſtions. 
He bought us, placed us in the palace of his women, and 
allotted us the fineſt apartment. 
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7,26, NINETY FIFTH DAY. - 


_ HERE Cale Cairi left off ſpeaking, or rather I inter- 
4 rupted her, crying out, O Heaven! ought I to re- 
| Joice at my meeting with Zelica again? What do I ſay? 
Js it to find her again, to hear a mighty King has ſhut 
her up in his ſeraglio ? If- the does not eomply with 
Firouzchah's paſſion, and leads a miſerable life there, 
what an affliction will it be to ſee her ſuffer? It the ſhould 
be contented with her condition, can I be fo with mine? 
I am glad, ſays Cale Cairi, taat your ſentiments are ſo 
delicate; the Princeſs deterves your delicacy. Though 
the King of Candahar paſlionately loves her, ſhe has not 
been able to forget you ; and never could any one rejoice 
more taan ſhe did yeſterday, when Chapour told her he 
had met with you; ſhe was almoit out of her fenſes the 
reſt of the day. She ordered the eunuch immediately to 
hire a houſe ready furniſhed, and to ſee you wanted 
for nothing. Iam now come irom her to inform you 
of every thing, and prepare you for your meeting. Po- 
morrow night we ſhall come out of the palace to this 
houſe, and enter by a little door in the garden, to 
which we have got a key made to uſe upon occaſion. 
At theſe words, the favourite ilave of the Princeſs of 
Perſia roſe, and accompanied by Chapour, returned to 
her miſtreſs, _ GE 
I did nothing all night but think of Zelica. My love 
revived with as great violence as ever. I could not ſleep 
a wink; and the next day ſeemed an age to me. At laſt, 
having paſſed it in the utmoſt impatience, I heard a 
knocking at my gate; my flaves opened it, and ſoon 
after I ſaw my Princeſs enter my apartment. What 
emotion, what tranſport did the fight of her occaſion in 
me! and what joy was it to her to ſee me! I threw 
my {elf at her feet; I embraced her knees a long time, 
without being able to ſpeak a word to her. She qbliged 
me to riſe, and to fit down by her on a ſofa, Haſan, ſaid 
| e N 5 _ they 
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| the, I thank Heaven we are met again. Let us boos 
that its goodneſs will not ſtop here, and that it will re- 
move the new obſtacle that hinders our being together. 
In expectation of that happy time, you ſhall live here 
quietly and plentifully. If we have not the pleaſure of 
converſing with one another as freely as we would, we 
ſhall at leaſt have the fatisfaction of hearing from each 8 
other every day, and ſometimes to ſee one another in 
private. Cale Cairi has told you my adventures, con- 
tinued ſhe; do you now tell me your's. Ithen ſet forth 
the trouble I had been in, imagining ſhe was dead, in the 
moſt lively colours, telling her my grief was ſuch, that 1 
entered myſelf among the Faquirs. Ah! my dear 
Haſan, cries Zelica, have you for my ſake lived fo long 
with people of fo much auſterity! Alas? I have been the 
cauſe of your having endured a great deal. If ſhe had 
known what a life I Jed under that religious habit, ſhe 
would not have pitied me ſo much: I took care to let her 
know nothing of the matter, and talked to her as pat- 
ſionately as I could. How faſt did the moments of our 
converſation fly ! Though it laſted three hours, we were 
vexed at Chapour and Cale Cairi when they came to give 
us notice that we muſt part. Ah how troubleſome, fail 
we, are people who are not in love! we have not been 
above a moment together: let us ſtay a little longer. 
However, as ſhort as our conference was, if it had conti- 
nued but a few other moments, the day would bave tur- 
priſed us; for it appeared preſently after the Princeis 
was withdrawn. 

As pleaſantly as my thoughts were taken up, I did not 
forget the Faquir with whom I came to Candahar ; ; and. 
not doubting but he-would be very uneaſy to know what 

was become ge” me, I went out of my houſe the next day 
to ſee for him. 1 met him by chance in the ſtreets ; we 
' embraced each other. My friend, ſaid I, I, was coming 
to your carayanſerail, to tell you what hag happened to 
me, and ſet your mind at eaſe on that ſcore ; I doubt not 
you have been under ſome concern. Yes, ſays he, I have 
been in pain for you. But what a change is here? How 
finely you are ſet 7 of; 0" look as if you had met with 
ſome good fortune. hile I have been afflicting myſelf 
for fear of what was become of you, I perceive you have 

been 


us 
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been paſſing your time very agreeably. I have ſo, my 
dear friend, replied I; and [ own to thee, I am ſti] ten 


thouſand times happier than thou canſt imagine. I will 


have thee be a witneſs of my happinets, and thou ſhalt 


thyſelf be the better for it. Leave thy caravanſerail, and 


come and lodge with me. Having faid this, I conducted 
him to my houſe; 1 ſhewed him all the apartments. He 
ſaid they were fine, and well furniſhed ; crying out every 


moment, Good God ! what has Haſan done more than 


others, that you ſhould ſhower down ſo many benefits 


upon him? What, Faquir, are you ſorry, ſaid I, to fee 


me in ſuch a condition? You ſeem troubled at my pro- 


ſperity. No, replied he, Fon the contrary rejoice very 


much at it: I am fo far from envying the felicity of my 


friends, I am overjoyed when I fee them flourith, Saying 
this, he embraced me, to ſhew that he ſpoke his mind. 
T thought him ſincere, and that he acted honeſtly; I had 
no diſtruſt of him; ; and thus put myſelf into the power 
of one of the moſt envious and perfidious raicals upon 
earth. Come, ſaid I, we mutt be merry together to-day ; 
ſo taking him by the hand, I led him into a hall, where 
my r es had ſpread a table for us. 


NINETY-SIXTH DAY. ; 
E both ſat 3 to it: 3 plates of rice of 
different colours were brought us, with dates 
preſerved in ſyrup. We had other diſhes; and then I 
ſent one of- my ſlaves to a place in the city, where I knew 
they fold wine privately. He brought me ſome that 
was excellent, and we drank of it ſo freely, we durſt not 
appear in public; it we had, we ſhould not have come off 
with impunity. 
When we began to grow a little warn, the Faquir 
ſaid to me, Tell n me, Haſan, all thy adventures; diſcover to 
me the whole myſtery of it; thou art ſate in me; I can 
keep a ſecret; and beſides Llove thee too well to do thee 
a miſchief by revealing it. Thou canſt not have any 
diffidence 3 in me without doing me an injury. Come, 
N 6 unboſom 
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unboſom thyſelf to me; inform me of all the good for- 
tune that has happened to thee, that we may rejoice over 
it together. Thou knoweſt can give thee good advice, 
and that a friend that can adviſe well, is of great uſe 
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— Rr 8 
"The wine being got into my head, and tempted by his 
. profeſſions of friendſhip, I yielded to his importunity ; 
and ſaid, I am perſuaded thou art not capable of abuſing 
the confidence I have in thee; ſo I will hide nothing 
from thee. Thou mayſt remember, when thou met me 
_ rſt, Iwas very melancholy ; I had juſt then loſt a lady at 
Chiras, whom. I loved, and by whom I] was beloved. 
I thought her dead, and ſhe has been alive all the 
while. I have found her again at Candahar ; and to 
tell thee the whole truth, ſhe is a favourite of Kine 

Firouzchah. %% b 3 | 
The Faquir ſeemed to be aſtoniſhed at what I faid. 
Haſan, replied he, thou giveft me a charming idea of 
that lady; ſhe muſt needs be a wonderful beauty, ſince 
the King of Candahar is ſo charmed with her. Ves, 
ſaid I, ſhe is more lovely than a lover himſelf can paint 
to thee. Love cannot flatter her in her picture. She 
will be ſure to be here preſently ; thou ſhalt ſee her: thy 
own eyes ſhall judge of her charms. At theſe words 
the Faquir embraced me with tranſport, ſaying, I ſhould 
do him the greateſt pleaſure in the world, it I performed 
my promiſe. I repeated the aſſurances. I had given him. 
We then roſe from the table to take our reſt, one of my 
flaves conducting my friend to a chamber that had been 
prepared for him. CH 3 

I he next morning Chapour brought me a billet from 
Zelica, in which ſhe ſaid, the would come the following 
night to have a merry meeting with me. I ſhewed the 
Faquir the letter, with which he appeared to be infinitely 
pleaſed. He did nothing all day but talk to me of the 
lady, whole beauty I had bragged ſo much of; and was 
impatient till night came, as if he had had the ſame rea- 
ſons as I to deſire it. In the meantime I prepared every 
thing for the reception of Zelica ; I ſent about the city 
to buy the beſt meats and the moſt excellent wines; and 
got a ſtore of that particularly which had ſo pleaſed us 
the day before, When the time was drawing near, I 8 5 
OY | h the 
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the Faquir that it was not proper he ſhould be ſeen in my 
apartment when the lady came; ſhe might perhaps take 
it ill; but that he ſhould leave it to me to get her per- 
miſſion, that he might, as my friend, be one of the com- 
pany ; Ham ſure, ſaid 1, I Hall obtain it. Soon alter 
we heard a knocking at the door; I {uppoſed it was the 


Princefs. Ihe F aquir hid nel in a cloſet. I went. 


to wait upon Zelica : ſhe gave me her hand; and having 


led her to my apartment, I ſaid, My Frinceſs, i have a 
favour to beg of you ; the Faquir who came with me 


to Candahar, lodges in my houſe; I bave given him 
an apartment in it. He is my friend; will you permit 
him to be of our company? tialan, replied ſhe, you do 
not conlider what you atk of me. inſtead of expoſing 
me to the ſight of men, you ſhouid ccaceal me as much 
as poſlible. * adam, ſays I, he is a diſcreet man, and I 


know he is my friend. I will anſwer for it, you ſhall 
have no reaſon to repent you have complied with my re- 


queſt in this. Ican refuſe you nothing, repfied Celica; 
but my mind miſgives me that we {h: all both be forry for 
it. Never fear it, my Princeſs, iaid J, take my word, 


and do not let any concern on that account diſturb he 


' pleaſure I have in ſeeing. you. I then went and called 


the Faquir, and preſented him to Zelica. Lo pleate me, 
ſhe was very civil to him; and after compliments on 
both ſides, we all three lat down to table together with 
Cale Cairi, My comrade was about thirty years old; 

he had a great deal of wit. He ſoon gave the ladies to 
underſtand by his fallies and Jeits, that he Was no enemy 
to pleaſure; or rather, that he was a {canal to.his habit. 

When we had eat as much as we thought fit, we called 
for wine. The ſlaves ſerved it to us in agate cups. The 


Faquir did not let it ſtand empty long; he every minute 


called for it, and drank himſelf into a fine pickle. He 


naturally was not over modeſt; the wine inflamed his 


brains and his tongue. He obierved no megſures of 
decency: he Was not content to affront the ladies by 
— — talk ; he flung his arms about the Princeſs of 
Peilia- 8 neck, = inſolently took a kils, 
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NINETY-SEVENTH DAY. 
ELICA was highly offended at his boldneſs ; and 


her anger gave her ftrength enough to puſh him 
from her. Hold chere, ſirrah, ſays ſhe, and do not abuſe 
the kindneſs that is ſhewn you, in ſuffering you to be 
here. 'Thon deſerveſt that J ſhould order ſome of the 
ſlaves in this houſe to chaſtiſe thee ; but 1 forbear it out 
of reſpect to thy friend. Having ſaid this, ſhe took up 
ber veil, put it over her face, and went out of my apart- 
ment. I ran after to beg her pardon for what had hap- 
pened. I endeavoured in vain to appeaſe her; ſhe was 
too much irritated. Y ou ſee now, ſaid ſhe to . whe- 
ther or not you were in the right in bringing the Faquir 
among us. It was not without reaſon thet I was againſt _ 
it. I will not fet foot in your houſe as long as he lodges 
here. At theſe words ſhe went away; and whatever I 
could ſay, it could not ſtop her. | 
I returned to my friend in my apartment; Ah, ſaid I, 
what have you done! Ought you to have ſhewn no more 
reſpect to the favourite of b irouzchah ? You have by your 
indiſcretion made her hate you; and perhaps ſhe will 
never forgive me, that I preſſed her to admit you into our 
company. Do not trouble yourielf, replied he; you do 
not know what creatures women are, if you really be- 
heve this woman was angry : I'll warrant you ſhe was at 
the bottom rather pleaſed. There are no ladies which 
are offended at ſuch indiſcretions; her pretended wrath. 
was all affected. Why do you think the ſeemed to be 


diſpleaſed with my boldneſs? It was becauſe you were 


by ; if I had been alone with her, I doubt not I ſhould 
have found her more gentle. 

I faw by his talk that-the wine was in his head ſtill, 
and it was to no purpoſe to word it with him. I hoped 
the next day he would be in a better diſpoſition, and ac- 
knowledge his fault. I ordered one of my ſlaves to carry 
him to his apartment, and ſtaid myſelf in my own, re- 
flecting not much to my eaſe on what had paſſed. I did 
. not 
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not "We much that night ; and the next day the Faquir 


ſeemed to change his tone. He expretied himſelf to be 
very ſorry for having put me ſo out of humour; and to 


Puniſh himſelf for his indiſcretion, he reſolved to go far 
from Candahar. He ſpoke with ſo much concern, that 
it touched me. I wrote immediately to the Princeſs that 


our Faquir was mightily troubled at his rudenets, and 


that we both moſt humbly begged the would forgive the 
wine that had been the accafion: of it. | 
As I had done writing, Chapour came in. He told me 


. blo miſtreſs was ſtill very "mach irritated. I gave him my 
letter; he carried it immediately, , and returned ſome. 


hours after with an anſwer. Zelica wrote me, that ſhe 
was very willing to excuſe the Faquir, ſince I aſſured hes 
of his repentance ; but it muſt he upon condition that he 

ſtaid no longer at my houle, and left Candahar in four- 
and-twenty hours. I ſhewed the favourite of Firouz- 
chah's billet to my friend; who told me, before Cha- 
pour, that his ſentiments were exactly the ſame with the 
lady's; that he durſt not look her in the face after the 
rude action he had been guilty of, and would that hour 


leave Candahar. The eunuch returned to the palace 


to give Zelica an account of the Faguir's diſpoſition to 


obey her. 


I rejoiced that a calm was likely ſo foam to ſucceed the 
ſtorm that had ſo frightened me; yet, I muit own, I was 
ſorry to loſe my friend. I would needs keep him that 


day. You ſhall ſtay, fays I, till to-morrow; I wall 
ſpend this day with you as merrily as we have done 
others : 1t may be, we may never ſee one_another more. 


Since we muſt part, let us awhile put off the ſad mo- 


ment of our ſeparation. The better to take my farewel 
of him, I ordered a great ſupper : when it was ready, we 
ſat down to table. We had eat pretty well, when Cha- 
pour entered with a golden plate, in which there. Was a 
ragout. My Lord Haſan, ſays he, I bring you a ragout 
that has been juſt ſerved up to the King” s table ; his 
Majeſty thought it ſo delicious, that he ſent 1 it immediately 
to his favourite, who ſends it to you. We ate up the 
ragout, and found it to be indeed excellent. The Fa- 
quir, While we were at ſupper, never gave over admiring 
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my happineſs, and cried out twenty times, Ah, young 
man, how charming is thy fortune! 
We drank all night; and as ſoon as day Wel m6 
friend ſaid, it is now time to leave you. I then fetched 
a purſe full of ſequins, which Chapour had brought me 
the day before from his miſtr-is. I gave it to the F aquir, 
ſaying, Take it; it Will be fer en ble you upon occa- 
ſion. He thanked me; we embraced, and he departed. 
I was very much troubled at his going: Ah, my too 
imprudent friend, ſaid I, it was thy own fault that we 
are forced to part; thou ought to have been contented 
with ſeeing Zelica, and to have rejoiced at the ſight of 
ſo much beauty. 

Being tired with fitting up, J lay down on a ſofa and 
fell aſleep : - ſome hours after 1 awoke at a great noiſe 
which J heard in my houſe. I roſe to ſee what was the 
matter, and, to my great terror, perceived it was tome 
ſoldiers of Firouzchah's guard. Follow me, ſaid the 
officer who commanded them; we have orders to con- 
duct you to the palace. I replied, What crime have I 
committed? what am I accuſed of? We do not know 
that, ſays the officer, we are only ordered to bring you 
before the King. We are ignorant of the cauſe; but, 
for your encouragement, can tell you, that if you are 
innocent, you have no reaſon to fear. You have to do 
with a very juſt Prince, who does not lightly condemn 
perſons accuſed of having committed a crime; there 
muſt be convincing proofs before he will pronounce the 
fatal ſentence. Indeed he puniſhes the- guilty leverely : 
if you are ſo, I pity you. 

followed the otficer to the ſeraglio, ſaying to myſelf, 

Without doubt Firouzchah has W e my corre- 
ſponding with Zelica ; but how could he learn it? When 


we came to the court of the palace, I obſerved there were 


four g1bbets ſet up: I imagined 1 was concerned in the 
matter, and that that kind of death was the leaſt puniſh- 
ment 1 could expect from Firouzchah's reſentment. I 
lifted up my eyes to heaven, and prayed that it — 
at leaſt ſave the Princeſs of Perſia. 


NINETY- 


PERSIAN TALES, 


NINETY-EIGHTH DAY. 


E ned the ſeraglio: the officer who conducted 


me carried me, to the King's apartment, where 


A 


Was that Prince, with his great Vizier only, and the 
Faquir, whom I took to be far off from Candahar by 
that time. As ſoon as I ſaw that traiterous friend of 


mine, I doubted no more of his treaſon. Is it thou then, 


ſays Firouzchah to me, who haſt had the boldnels to 
have private meetings with my favourite? thou mult be 


a rare rogue to have the impudence to make me thy con- 


tempt. Speak, and anſwer preciſely to what I am about 


to aſk thee. When thou cameſt to Candahar, wert not 


thou told that I puniſhed criminals ſeverely ? I anſwered, 


Yes. Since, therefore, replied he, thou hadſt warning of 


my juſt ſeverity, why haſt thou committed the greateſt 


of all crimes? Sir, {aid I, may your Majeſty's life con- 


tinue to the end of time! but you know that love makes 


even the dove bold. A man whom a violent paſſion has 
enchanted, is afraid of nothing; I am ready to be the 


victim of your juſt wrath; J thall not complain of the 


cruelty of the torments you put me to, if you will ſpare 
your favourite ſlave. Alas! ſhe lived quictly in your 
ſeraglio before my arrival, and contented with making a 
great King happy. She began to forget a miſerable 


lover, whom ſhe thought ſhe ſhouid ſee no more; the 


underſtood that IJ was in this city; her firſt fires rekin- 
dled. It is 1 that came to diſturb your paſſion, it is only 
I that you ought to puniſh. | _ 
While 1 was talking thus, Zelica, whom the King had 
ſent for, came in, followed by Chapour and Cale Can : 
having heard my laſt words, the ran and threw herſelf at 
Firouzchah's feet. Pardon, my Lord, ſays ſhe, this 


young man; it is on the guilty flave who has betrayed 


you that your wrath ought to fall. Ah, traitors ! .cried 
the King, expect no favour either of you; you ſhall _ 
ee LE 4 Periſh. 
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_ periſh. Ah, ye ingrate! ſhe begs mercy only for the 
wretch that has offended me, and he {ſeems concerned for 
nothing but the loſs of what he loves, Dare they ſhew 
amorous rage before me? what inſolence is this? 
Vizier, ſaid he, turning to his miniſter, ſee them carried 
to execution; let them be tied to the gibbets, and become, 
when they are dead, a prey to dogs and birds. 
Fold, Sir, cried I; take care how you treat a King's 
daughter with ſo much ignominy, and let your furious 
Jealouſy reſpect the auguſt blood that flows in her veins.” 
At theſe words Firouzchah ſeemed aſtoniſhed. Lo what 
Prince, ſays he to Zelica, do you owe your birth? The 
Princeſs looked on me very fiercely, ſaying, Indiſcreet 
Haſan, why have you diſcovered what I would have hid 
even to myſelf? My comfort was, that, when 1 had 
died, they ſhould not know the rank of which I was 
born; by revealing it, you cover me with ſhame. Well, 
Firouzchah, continued ſhe, addreſſing herſelf to the 
King of Candahar, know then who I am. The flave 
whom thou condemneſt to an infamous death, is the 
daughter of Schah Tahmaſpe. After that the told him 
her whole ſtory, not forgetting the leaſt circumſtance. 
After ſhe had done telling him her adventures, at 
Which the King was ſtill more aſtoniſhed, Thus, my 
Lord, have you come at the knowledge of a ſecret which 
I did not intend to reveal to you, but was forced to do it 
by the indiſcretion of my lover only. Having confeſſed 
ſo much to you, I pray you to order that I may be im- 
mately put to death; it is all the favour I beg of your 
ajeſty. - = G 
| Madam, ſays the King, I repeal the ſentence of your 
death; I am too juſt not to forgive your infidelity. 
What you have told me, makes me look upon it with 
another eye; I complain of you no longer, and even 
reſtore you to your liberty. Live you for Haſan, and 
may the happy Haſan live for you; I alſo give life and 
liberty to Chapour and your confidante. - Go, perfect 
lovers, go pals the reſt of your lives together, and may _ 
nothing ſtop the courſe of your pleaſures! As for thou, 
traitor, continued he, turning to the Faquir, thou ſhalt 
be puniſhed for thy treaſon; baſe and envious 5 
| ; thou 


we ſhould do. 
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art come here to deliver thyſelf up to my vengeance. 


Ah, wretch! it is thou that ſhalt be the victim to my 


jealouſy. At theſe words he ordered the grand Vizier 


to carry the Faquir, and put him into the hands of the 


hangman. 


While that rogue was led to execution, Zelica and I 
threw ourſelves at the King of Candahar's feet; we 
moiſtened them with tears, in the tranſports of gratitude 


and joy with which we were then animated; in fine, we 


aſſured him that, ſenſible of his generous goodnets, we 
ſhould keep an eternal remembrance of it in our minds. 
We then went out of his apartment with Chapour and 


Cale Cairi; we repaired to the houſe that had been 


| hired for me, but we found it levelled with the ground. 
Ihe King had commanded it to be razed, and the ſoldiers 


who had received that command, executed it ſo readily, 
that it was demoliſhed, and the materials removed when 


we returned to it; there was not one ſtone left ſtanding 
upon another. The crowd lent a helping hand, and the 


moveables were all plundered. 


NINETY-NINTH DAY. 
ſelves together, though we loved one another en- 
tirely, yet we could not help being ſtartled at that fight. 
The houſe, it is true, was a hired one, ready furniſhed, 
and the furniture conſequently did not belong to us; but 
Zelica had, by Chapour, ſent abundance of rich goods 
there, that had not been ſpared. We had little money, 
and held council with the eunuch and Cale Cairi what 
After a long deliberation, we came-to 
a reſolution to take up our lodgings in a caravanſerail. 
Juſt as we were going there, an officer of the King's 
houſehold came to us, and told us the King his maſter had 
ſent him to offer us a lodging ; , that the grand Vizier had 
a houſe without one of the city gates, much better than 
; that 


- 
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thou couldſt not endure the happineſs of thy friend, and 
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that which had been razed ; that we cela 1 TER 


commodiouſly lodged there, and he would, if we pleaſed, 
conduct us. We followed him, and he led us to a houſe 


that looked very fine, and was perietly well built. The 
inſide anſwered the outſide ; every thing was magnifi- 


cent. There were twenty flaves, who told us their 


maſter had ordered them to ſupply us with every thing We 


wanted, and to ſerve us as long as we ſtaid there. 
T days after we were viſited by the Grand Vizier, 


who brought us a preſent from the King, of ſeveral packs 
of filk and linen, with twenty purſes, in each of which 


were a thouſand ſequins of gold. However, thinking 
_ ourſelves under a fort of confinement in a borrowed 


houſe, and the King's preſents having enabled us to ſettle 


ourſelves cli ewhere, we joined a great caravan of Can 
dahars, who were bound for Bagdad, and arrived there 


| nappy with them. 


e took up our lodgings at my houſe, where we 


ſpent ſome time in reſting ourſelves after the fatigue of ſo 
long a journey. After that I appeared in the city, and 
looked out my friends; they were amazed to ſee me 
again, Is it poflible that you ſhould be ſtill alive, ſaid 
they ; your partners are returned, and affured us you 
were dead. As ſoon as I underftood my jewellers were 
at Bagdad, Iran to the grand Vizier, threw myſelf at his 
feet, and told him how I had been ſerved by them. He 


| preſently ordered them both to be taken into cuſtody, 


and commanded me to examine them in his preſence. 
Is it not true, ſaid I, that 1 awoke while you had me 1n 
your arms, that I aſked you what you were doing, and, 

without ſaying a word, you threw me into the ſea 
through one of the ſhip's port-holes ? They replied, 

] dreamt it, and that I myſelf fell into the ſea in my, 
ſleep. 

Well, Sirs, fays the Vizier, how came it that you 
feemed 0 to know him at Ormus? They anſwered 
they never ſaw me at Ormus. What is chat you ſay ? 
replied he, looking on them with a threatening counte- 
nance; I will Gow a Certificate of the Cady of Ormus 


that ſhall prove the contrary. At theſe words, which 


the Vizier ſaid to frighten them, my two partners 
8 trembled, 
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trembled, and turned pale. You change colour, ſaid he; 
come, come, conleis the crime, and Jo not force me to 
compel you to do it by the rack. 


They then confefled all; and upon their confellion 


were pride, till the Calif, who they ſaid would take 


| cognizance of this affair himſelf, hould order what death 


they ſhould be put to; but they found means to deceive 


their keepers, or rather to corrupt them; they made their 


eſcape out of priſon, and concealed themſelves ſo well at 


Bagdad, that whatever ſearch the Grand Vizier could make 
For them there was no diſcovering them. In the mean- 
time all their goods were ſeized, and the Calif took poſ- 
ſelſion of them, except a ſmall part which was given to 
me, to make me amends for the damages I had ſuffered 


by their robbing me. Afﬀter that I thought of nothing 


but leading a quiet life with my Princeſs ; we lived very 


lovingly and happily, and all my prayers to heaven were, 
that I might live as J then did all the reſt of my life. 


Vain wiſhes! can mankind be a long time happy? Will ; 


not ſorrows and cares inceſſantly diſturb their repoſe? 
One evening as I returned from diverting myſelf with 
fome of my triends, I knocked at my gate a long while, 
and nobody anſwered; I was ſurpriſed at it, and, "I knew 
not why, began to bave ſome foreboding thoughts of 
_ miſchief. 1 Knocked again and again; not a Dave was 
ſtirring. My aſtoniſhment increaſed, What can I think 
of thiss ſaid I to myſelf; there certainly has happened 


ſome new misfortunes to me. The neighbours, hearing 


© 
ſuch a noiſe, came out, and were as much aſtoniſhed as 


myſelf that my ſervants did not anſwer. They helped 
to break open the gate; we went in, and found all my 


ſlaves with their throats cut, in the court and the outward 


hall, Ve went to Zelica's apartment ; and, O dreadful 
fight! ſaw Chapour and Cale Cairi lie dead and welter- 
ing in their blood. I called my Princeſs; ſne made me 
no reply: I fearched all the houſe over, and could fee 
nobody. Not able to bear my misfortunes, I fell into a 
ſwoon in my neighbour's arms. Happy had I been if 
the angel of death had took me that moment ; but no, 
it was the will of heaven that I ſhould live to ſee all. the 
horror of my deſtiny. 


HUNDREDTH 
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.  HUNDREDTH DAY. 


WWI my neighbours had: brought me to life 
again by their "cruel! kindneſs, ] aſked how it was 
poſſible lüch a great ſlauchter ſhould be made in my 


houſe without their hearing the leaſt noiſe. They told 


me they heard nothing, and were as much ſurpriſed as J. 
J ran preſently to the Cady, who ſent the Nayb and his 
Aſas back with me; but all their ſearch was to no pur- 
poſe, and every one made his own conjectures on this 5 
tragical event. 

As for my part, I thought, and ſo did a great many 
more, that my partners might be the authors of it; and 
was ſo afflicted at it that I fell fick. I was ill ſeveral | 
months, and in a languiſhing condition; at laſt I fold 
my houſe at Bagdad, and went with what I had left, to 
live at Mouſſel. "1 moved thither, becauſe ] had a rel. | 
tion there, whom I loved very well, and who was very 
great with the King of M&ufſel's Grand Vizier. My 
kinſman received me very kindly ; and in a little time I 
became acquainted with that miniſter, who, obſerving 
that I had a genius for buſineſs, found me employment. 
I did my utmoſt to diſcharge myſelf well in whatever he 
put me upon, and had the good fortune to ſucceed. He 
grew every day more and more to have an opinion of me; 
I by degrees gained his confidence, and inſenſibly came 
to have a part in the moſt ſecret affairs of ſtate; I ſoon 
helped to eaſe him of the burden of them, Some years 
after this that miniſter died; and the King, perhaps, too . 
much prejudiced in favour of me, gave me his place. I 
ſupplied it for two years, to the content both of the King 
and his people; inſomuch, that that Monarch, to ſhew 
how well ſatisfied he was with my miniſtry, gave me the 
name of Atalmulc. Soon after envy roſe up againſt me; 
ſome great Lords became my ſecret enemies, and reſolved 
to ruin me. The better to come at their ends, they ren- 
dered me ſuſpected to | the Prince of Mouſſel; who, in- 

fluenced 


» 
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fluenced by their miſrepreſentations of me, ended | 
my depoſition of his father. The King at firſt would 


not conſent to it; but, in the end, he could not reſiſt the 


_ preſſing ee of IH fon, I left Mouſſel, and came to 


Damaſcus, where i toon had the honour to be preſented 
to your Majeſty. 


This, Sir, 1s the hiſtory of my 1. ad the cauſe of 


that profound ſorrow with which 1 always appear to be 
overwhelmed. The loſs of Zelica is ſtill preſent to my 


mind, and renders me inſenſible of joy. If I was cer- 
tain that Princeſs was dead, I might, perhaps, loſe the 
remembrance of her, as I Py before; but the uncertainty 

J am in as to her fate, ever brings her freſh into my 


memory, and nouriſhes wy-s grief. 


TBE CONTINUATION OF THE HISTORY OF KING 
BEDREDDIN LOLO, 


NX HEN the Vizier Atalmulc had done telling his 


adventures, the King ſaid, I aim not ſupriſed” that 
you are ſo ſorrowful you have juſt grounds for it; but 


every body has not, like you, loſt g Princels ; ; and you are 


in the wrong to think that among all mankind there is 
not one who 1s perfectly contented, You are in a great 
error; and, without- mentioning others, am ſatisfied 


Prince Seyſel Mulouk, my favourite, thinks himſelf 


-entirely happy. I cannot tell, my Lord, replied Atal- 
mulc ; though he appears to be happy, I dare not affirm 
that he 1s really ſo. Well, iays the King, I ſhall con- 
vince you of that preſently. He then called the C -aptain 
of his guards, and ordered him to ſee for the Prince 
Seytel Mulouk. DET | | 
The Captain of the guards did as he was ordered; the 
favourite came to the Ning his maſter's apartment, who 
ſaid to him, Prince, I would know whether you are con- 
tented with your deſtiny. Ah, my Lord, replied the 


favourite, can your Majeſty put that queſtion to me? 


Though I am a ſtranger, I am N in the city of 
Damaſcus. 
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1 5 8 The great Lords make their court to me; 1 
am the channel through which all favours pals; in a 
word, you love me; how can I fail of being happy? 
It imports me, replies the King, that. you tell me the 
truth. Atalmulc maintains that there is no man happy. 
I think, on the contrary, that you are ſo; tell me if I am 
deceived, and if any hidden ſorrow ſpoils the pleaſure of 
the fortune that l have made you? Speak your mind. 
My Lord, replied Seyfel Mulouk, ſince your Majeſty 
commands me to go it, 1 muſt tell you that, notwithſtand- 
ing all your goodneſs to me, notwithſtanding the plea- 
ſures that I am ſurrounded with, of which your court 1s 
always full, J have a ſecret diſquiet which diſturbs the 
repoſe of my life. I have a worm in my breaſt that in- 
ceſſantly gnaws it; and what adds itil] to my miſery, it 
is without remedy. . | 
The King of Damaſcus. was ſurpriſed to hear his 
favourite talk ſo, and thought that he had alſo had ſome 
Princeſs taken from him. Tell me, ſays he, your ſtory ; 
J doubt not there is ſome lady in the caſe, and am very 
much deceived if your chagrin 1s not of the fame kind. 
with Atalmulc's. Then Bedreddin's favourite gave him 


the following account of his adventures, 
——5— 
THE HISTORY or PRINCE SEYFEL MULOUK, 


HAVE ds had the honour to tell your Majeſty I 
; am the ſon of Aſem Ben Sefouan, Y you of Egypt, 
and the brother of that Prince that ſucceeded him. 
When I was in my ſixteenth year, I by chance found the 
door of my father's treaſury open. I entered it, and 
looked about me very attentively on thoſe things that 
ſeemed rare to me; I particularly was mightily taken 
with a little cedar cheſt ſet with pearls, diamonds, 
emeralds, and topazes; it opened with a little gold key 
that was in the lock, 1 opened it, and perceived a ring 
of wonderful beauty, with a littls gold box, in which 
was a woman's picture. 


'The 
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The features of it were fo regular, the eyes: lo liv dy, the 
air fo charming, that I thought at firſt it was a picture 


drawn for pleaſure only. The works of nature, cried I, 


are not ſo perfect. What honour does this do to the pencil 
that drew it. I admire the painter's fancy, and an ima- 


. gination that could rm ſo fine an 1 idea. 


HUN DRED AND FIRST DAY. 


1 COULD not take my eyes off from this picture: and 


what is more ſtrange than all the reſt is, that I fell in 
love with it. 1 thought it might perhaps be the portrait 
of ſome living Princeſs; and the more J grew in love 


with it, the more did 1 flatter myſelf it was fo. I ſhut 


the box, and put it in my pocket, with the ring, which 
I had alſo a mind to fieal. I went out of the treaſury. 
I had a confident called Saed ; he was the ſon of a 


great Lord of Cairo. I. loved him. He was a few 
years older than I. I told him my adventure; he aſked 


to ſee the picture gave it him. He took it out of the 

box to ſee whether there was not ſomething written on 
the back of it that might inform us what | longed fo 
much to know, I mean the name of the perſon who was 
painted there. We perceived in the inſide of the box 
theſe words, in Arabick characters, done round it, Bedi 
al Jemal, daughter of King Chabbal. 


I was charmed with this diſcovery, and tranſported 


that I did not love an imaginary object. I defired m 
confident to enquire out this King Chahbal, and where he 
reigned. Saed had recourle to the molt cunning men of 


Cairo, but nobody could tell him ; fo that 1 reſblved to 


travel over all the world but I wonld find him out, and 
never fee Egypt again till J had ſeen Bedi al Jemal. T 
prayed the Sultan, my father, to let me go to the court of 
the Calaf of Bagdad, to have a ſight of the wonders to 
he ſeen there, Wah 1 heard much talk of, He conſented 
to 1t; and as 1 intended to travel incognito, ] did not 
take a preat train with me: I had nobody but/Saed and 
_ lome ſlaves, whoſe zeal I had made proof of, 

I ſaon put the fine ring I had taken out of the box on 
my finger, and did nothing all the way but talk with my 
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confident of the Princeſs Bedi al Jemal, who! e picture 7 


Was never out of my hands, When] ad at Bagdad, 


and had ſeen all the curioſities in that city, I demanded 
of the learned whether they could not tell me in what 
part of the world one might find the territories of King 

Chahbal. They replied they could not; but if it was of 


importance to me to know it, | need only be at the trouble 


to go to Baſra, where lived an old man of an hundred 
| threeſcore and ten years of age, called Padmanaba, who 
was ignorant, of nothing, and without doubt could ſatisfy 
. my curioſity. 
Ladd not ſtay long after . at Bagdad; {a to”: 
Baſra, and found out the old man, who, 3 as old as he was, 
had ftill a great deal of vigour. My ſon, ſaid he, ſmil- 
ing, what ſervice can I do you? Father, rephed „ 
would know where King Chahbal reigns; it is of the laſt | 
conſequence to me. I conſulted ſome learned men at 
Bagdad, and they could give me no manner of light in 
the matter; they told me, however, I might inform my- 
ſelf by you both of that King and his kingdom. The 
old man anſwered, Son, the Tearned men to whom you 
applied yourſelf take me to be leſs ignorant than I am. 
J do not know exactly whereabout King Chahbal's ter- 
ritories lie; I only remember to have heard ſome travel- 


lers ſpeak of him. If 1 am not miſtaken, King Chahbal | 


reigned in an iſland near that of Serendib; but it is a 
conjecture only, and I may be miſtaken. 

I thanked Padmanaba for having at leaſt fixed a — 
where I hoped I might know more of the buſineſs J went 
about, I then reſolved to go to Serendib. I embarked 
for that iſland with Saed and my flaves on the gulph of 
Baſra, in a merchant-ſhip hound for Surat. From Surat 
we went to Goa, where we heard there was a ſhip 
bound for the iſle of Serendib, which was to ſail in a 
few days. We embarked upon that ſhip, and ſet fail 
from Goa with ſo fair a wind, that we made a great deal 
of way the firſt day. The ſecond the wind changed, 

and there roſe a violent ſtorm; the mariners gave us 
over for loſt, and abandoned the ſhip to the wind and the 
ſea. Sometimes the waves opened to ſwallow us up, 
and diſcloſed ſuch a dreadful abyſs, that we were almoſt 
dead of fear; ſometimes they lifted us to the clouds. 


We were thus driven about by | them ſeveral days; but 
| wt | 


, 
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that which ſurpriſed us all, and was lodket upon by us 


as a miracle, was, that we were not ſhipwrecked. We : 


at laſt cait anchor at an iſle near the Maldives. 
It was not very large, and feemed to be deſart. Wy 
prepared to go aſhore to a thick wood, which appeared 


to us to ſtand i in the middle of it ; when an old ſeaman, 


who knew very well the coaſts of Inca, told us the iſle 


was inhabited by negroes, who were idolaters, and 


worſhipped a ſerpent, to whom they gave all firangers 


that fell into their hands to be devoured ; that, initead of 5 


landing there, we muſt put ta ſea again, and gain the 


2 


Maldives, if poflible. The Captain, who depended 


very much on this ſailor's experience, doubted not of 


the truth of what he ſaid; and it was reſolved that we 
fſhould weigh anchor the I morning, as ſoon as it was 


day, to get as far off as we could from fo dangerous a 
place. 


This refulutian was wiſe 8 if we could has 


put it in execution; but we had better have gone away 


immediately, and abandoned ourſelves to the Tea again; 
for in the middle of the night we were on a ſudden 
aſſaulted by a great numher of negroes, who entered our 
ſhip, loaded us with 1 iron, and carried us to their habi- 


anon N | . 


- - | 3 
HUNDRED AND SECOND DAY. 
AY began to break, - when, aſter having ere 
the wood we ſaw the day before, we caine to the 


horde of the negroes. It confiited of a great many little | 


cabins made of wood and earth; in the middle of whizh 
was rat ed a great pavilion of the ſame materials, and this 
they called the King's palace. We were led to it, and 
ſaw the King ſeated on a throne made of cockle-ſhells, 
He was a negro of gigantic form, ſo ugly and frightful, 
that he looked rather like a devil than a man. The 
Princgls, his daughter, ſat by him; ſhe was about thirty 
years old, and was ſomewhat like her father, both in ſize 
and viſage. | 

One of the principal negroes that had taken us UP 
us do. moſt profound reverences to the black Monarch 
and his daughter ; he then gave an account of his happy 
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8 expedition. The King having heard him with WW onl 


ſhewed he was very well ſatisfied with what he and his 


companions had done. Then pointing to us with his 


finger, he ſaid to his Vizier, Go, conduct thoſe priſoners 
to a tent by themſelves, and let one of them every day 


be ſacrificed to the god we adore, The Vizier obeyed. 


him; we were led by him to a ſeparate tent, where we 
had ſome rice and other provifions brought us by his 


order, that the victims mi ight be the fatter. The next 


day two negroes fetched one of our companions to deliver 


him to the ſerpent; the day after they did the ſame by 


another; and thus every morning one of our comrades 


was devoured by that monſter, till my ſlaves, the captain, 


/ 


the pilot, and the mariners, were all {acrificed. 
There remained only Saed and me; we were ready to 


ſubmit to the ſame fate, and expected that the negroes 


would the next morning part us for ever. Ah! my dear 
Prince, ſaid my confident, ſince we mult both be victims, 
pray heaven at leaſt that I may die before you, and may 


it not ſuffer me to ſee you led from me to death; I could 


not bear it. Ah Saed! replied I, why waſt thou the 


companion of my misfortunes, hen; infatuated with a 


fenſeleſs paſſion, I leſt Cairo to ſearch every where for an 
object which I cannot perhaps meet with, or-if J meet 
with, cannot obtain? Why didſt not thou leave me to 
periſh alone? Thou wert againſt my ſentiments; I 


rejected thy wiſe counſels. Is it juſt that thou ſhouldſt 
die with a man that would not hearken to thee? While 
we were ſpending ourſelves in theſe vain complaints, the 


- Negroes came, and addreſſing themſelves to me, faid, 


Follow us. At theſe words I trembled, and turning to 
Saed, bade him adieu for ever. We had not ſirength to 
ſpeale to one another; we were ſo ſeized with ſear and 
grief; we were contented to expreſs ourſelves by. our 
looks, -which ſufficiently ſhewed the emotions of our 
fouls, 

The negroes led me to a huge tent, where J thavaht I 
was to be ſacrificed ; but a black woman came up to me 


as ſoon as I entered it, ſaying, Take courage, young man, 


you will not have the ſame fate with your companions ; 
the Princeſs Huſnara, my miſtreſs, has prepared a ſweete r 
deſtiny for you: 1 will tell you no more, for ſhe herſel f 


äs about to let you know your good fortune. I am her 


favourite: Dave, and bave orders to introduce you into the 
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moſt tevret place of this pavilion, where ſhe waits for 
you with impatience. At theſe words the two negroes 
that had accompanied me withdrew , and Huſnara's 
favourite ſlave, taking me by the hand, conducted me to 


a little room, where her miſtreſs was alowe, fitting on a 


fort of ſola, covered with the {kins of wild beaſts. 


Her. complexion was of the olive kind; her eyes lively, 


and very little; her noſe flat, her mouth wide, her lips 
very big, and her teeth of an amber colour; her hair 
ſhort, very much frizzled, and blacker than ebony. In- 
| Read of a coif, ſhe wore on her head a plain bonnet of 
yellow {ivtf, with a red border, on which was a plume. 
of feathers of jeveral colours; the- had on her neck a 


collar of great grains of balagaijai, blue and yellow; | 


her robe was long, made of tiger ikins, and reached from 
her ſhoulders to her feet. This object was not likely to 
put Bedi al Jemal out of my head. 

Come hither, young man, faid the, as rt as ſhe fav 
me; come ſit by me; ] have ſomething to tell you that 
will comfort you for falling into the hands ot the King, 


my father. At this diicourſe, continued ſhe, after I was 


ſat down, thou oughteſt to be impatient to know what I 
have to ſay to thee; it is excuſable if thou art, becauſe 
the thing is the moſt important and moſt agreeable that 
could happen to thee. I took a hking to thee the firſt 
minute 1 ſaw thee, and will not only fave t thy lite, but 
make choice of thee for a lover; I Will preter thee tothe 
greatelt lords of the court, who are all ch armed with my 
beauty. Though I needed not have been. furprited at 
this conſeſſion of her's, ſince - her favourite ſlave had ſuf- 
ticiently prepared me for it, yet 1 could not help being 
ſhocked at it. 1 abhorred the thoughts of making her 


ſuch an e as ſhe deſired, but was fo afraid of expo 


ting mylelf to her rage, that 1 durſt not ſpeak my mind 
freely. When ſhe ſaw I made her no reply, and was in. 
confuſion, ſhe ſaid, Young man, | do not wonder at thy 
ſilence and diſorder; thou didſt not expect that a young 
and handiome Princeſs ſhould fo demean berſelf as to- 
make thee advances, and the ſurpriſe that ſo much good 
fortune mutt pat thee into ties up thy tongue; but in 
ſtead of being offended at thy contuſion, | am charmed 
with it. It is a kind outen te my love; and thy ſilence, 
which, without doubt, 1s a token of the excels of thy 

joy; is more a pleaſure to me than all the acknowledg- 
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ments thou couldſt make me by words. Saying this, the 


gave me one of her hands to kiſs, as a taſte of further 


pleaſure which kept in ſtore ſor me. She was ſo per- 


| Juaded that nobody could fee her without loving her, that 


ſhe took the ſigns of diſguſt which appeared in my looks 


and actions for tokens of love. In the-mean time, two 


ground, upon 


black ſlaves came and ſpread ſkins upon the 


Which others preſently laid plates of rice, and ſeveral 


kinds of conſerves of honey. The Princeſs ordered me 


to lie down on the ſkins as ſhe did, and to eat of 8 | 


provitons. 


| HUNDRED AND THIRD DAY. 


1 DID very little kowour to her entertald enk She 


mightily importuned me to eat. What is the matter, 
young man ? ſaid ſhe; have yon no ſtomach ? how does 
it pleaſe me to ſee it. Fou have doubtlefs the more love 


for it. You are ſo charmed with the expectation of 


what J am willing you ſhould hope for, that you think: 
every moment loſt, and have not patience to eat, How- 


ever, continued ſhe, as violent as your deſires may be, I 


cannot raiſe you to the higheſt pitch of your happinefs 


till night. I am going to the King, my father, to pray* 


bim to ſpare your and your comrade's life, becauſe 
Mihrafya, my favourite ſlave, has taken a liking to him. 

She then roſe, called for a veil, and, while ſhe was 
Preparing to appear before her father, ſaid, Young man, 
return to thy tent, go to thy companion, tell him he ſhall 
have the happineſs to poſſeſs my favourite flave ; car Ty 
kim that agreeable news; rejoice both of you, and give 
thanks to fortune, which at- the ſame time it ſaves you 


from the misfortune of all vour fellows, procures you a. 


delicious life in the very fame place where they ſuffered 
death. As ſoon as it is night I will ſend for thee to "up 


with me, and we will he merry together. 


I thanked the Princeſs Huſnara for her goodneſs to me, 
though F reſolved rather to die than to make any uſe of it, 
A negro was called to be my conductor, and he carried 
me back to my tent. Oe cannot expreis the joy of 
Saed at the fight of me again; it ante not have been 
greater, had he at once found himlelf delivered out of the 
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cruel Hands of the negroes, and tranſported ſotely to 
Egypt. Ah! cried he, are you there, my dear Prince? 
7 Ceſpuired of ever ſeeing my maiter again; } thought 
the barbarians had ſacrificed you, and the fatal ſerpent, 
to whom error has here erected altars, had devoured you. 
15 it poſſible that you are reſtored to me, and are come to 
dry up the tears that ] have been ſpilling for you? 
1 Saed, ſaid I; and J am to tell you too, that 
ſafety depends on my ſelf: 1 can, if 1 ;leate, eſcap. 
the fate of all our companions. Ah, my Lord! replied. 
Saed, interrupting me, may I give faith to it? Shall I 
"believe that you can avoid the death that threatens us? 


What happy tidings do you bring me! 1 tell you no- 


thing but truth, replied |; |; but you do not know at what 
price ] can ſave my life; when you do, you will not be 
' fo tranſported Wi! ch 30 7 you will perhaps thin's me 


more to be pitied than if J had already loſt my life. 1 
then told him what had paſſed HELEFORS me and the Ling 


of the negroes' daughter. 

' 1 agree, faid my confident, when he had Berra me out; 
that it is not very pleatant to ſee ones ſeif in the arms of 
ſuch a lover. It is not without reaton that you are ſet 
againſt he: J am of your opinion. But life is a fine 
thing. Conſider, it is a very melancholy butineſs to be a 
ſacrifice at your age, Put a force upon yourſelf, my 
Prince; give way to neceſiity. At this | cried out, Os 
Saed, what Counſel is it you give me! Let us ſee if 
are capab e of following it yourſelf ? for 1 muſt tell 5 
you are in the ſame caſe, The Princels's favourite ſlave 
has caſt her eye upon you, and requires that you ſhould 
love her: ſhe is not handſomer than her miſtrefs. Do 
you find yourſelf in any diſpoſition to make her the return 
ſhe expects for the favour ſhe intends you this night? 

Sacd changed colour at this diſcourſe. Hen vens! What 
have ] herd? cned he; will the favourite flave fave my 
life for me to devote it to her? Rath r let the negroes 
come and lead me to their pagod; a thoufand tunes let 
the ſerpent devour me before I anſwer her careffes. So, 
ſo, Saed, replied J, you ſhew a great deal of repuznance 
to a lady who bas a kindneſs for you : you forget that 
life is a fine thing. As ſoon as you are to be compelled 
to love an horrible object, death lofes all its terrors with 
you, and yet you would have me be afraid of if, Con- 
teſs now. it 18 not caly to maſter ones inclinations, nor to 
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 thew love to- a perſon who has nothing about " bar 
what is ſhocking; an effort above the firength of the 


moſt impetuous youth. We had hetter both periſh than 
ſo debaſe ourſelves, to pretend love for two women whom 
we cannot but hate and deteſt, My confident's ſenti- 
ments being the ſame with mine, we thought of nothing 


O 


but death. We impatiently waited for night, not tor any 


pleaſure we promited ourſelves then, but to affront our 
miſtreſſes, and let them know with what horror we 


thought of them. This was a new thing for lovers. 
We hoped by this means to raiſe their choler againſt us, 


and oblige them to put us to death. We 1magined, that 
il a beautiful woman, who is ſlighted, is carried to the 
greateſt extremities, we ſhould not with impunity offend 
two of the ugheſt and cruelleti creatures in the world. 


Night being come, a negro officer belonging to the 


D 


Princeis Huinaras came to us, and faid, happy flaves, 
Prepare yourſelves to enjoy the ſweeteſt of all pleatures, 


Iwo tender lovers wait your coming. Bleſs the day 


when the fury of the ſea and the winds threw you on 


theſe coaſts. We followed the negro without making 
him any anſwer; but he might have ſeen by our filence 
that the ladies, 1 80 expected us, were not like to be very 
well pleaſed with us. Griei, or rather deſpair, was. 
painted i in our eyes. He condacted us to the Princeſs 
Huſnara's pavilion, where we were introduced to her. 


She was at table with her favourite ſlave, both of them 
lying along the ground upon ſkins, Come and fit by me, 
ſays Hufnara to me, and let thy companion place himſelf 


by Mihrafya. There were ſeveral diſhes, of which they 
obliged us to eat, and black ſlaves ſerved vs plentifully 
with a drink made of corn,.1n earthern cups painted. 


HUNDRED AND FORTH DAY. 


HE Princeſs, to pleaſe me, was very free on her part; 
anc the tame was Mibrafya on her's, to pleaſe Saed 
alto. his freedom inſenfibly increaſed upon them ſo 
far, that we could not help letting them know they loſt 
their time. I ſaid a thouſand offenſive things to Huſnara, 
and my cenfident had not more gal! antry than I. Our 


diſcourle And a quick effect: our ladies changed coun- 
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tenance immediately ; ; they looked furiouſly upon us, and 
the King of the negroes daughter cried, Ah wretches! 
is this the return you make one for my favours? Do 27 
forget how dangerous it is for you to provoke my wrath? 
Ingrate! continued ſhe, addreſſing herſelf to me, canſt 
thou with indifference receive all theſe marks of my friend- 


ſhip? But why do! ſay with indifference? thou ſeemeſt 


"to took: on Hufnara with horror. What doſt thou ſee in 


my perſon which begets thy averſion ?— What fault doſt | 


thou find with me? 


Saying this, ſhe turned to. her „ Tell me, i 
Mibrafya, do not flatter me, am I ugly, or ill- ſhaped? 


What Irregular feutures have I? In a word, do I deſe rve 


to be deſpifed by this young ſtranger ? Ah, my Prin- 
ceſs! Tephed the favourite ſlave, there is not a lady upon 
earth that is fit to be compared to you! Nothing 18 o 


Perfect as your beauty! nothing more free and more 


regular than your ſhape! This young man muſt ſurely 


have loſt his ſenſes, ſince he does not do juſtice to your 
"charms; Ik Fou meet with an ungrateful man, why 


ſhould I wonder this other ſtranger has no more liking 
to me. I cannot imagine how a man can look on you 


without adoring you. Can this youth behold you with. 
indifference? he ought to die of love, or run mad with 
ſight of you. That is true, replies the Princeſs; you are 
allo very amiable yourſelt, and your favours not to be 
deſpiſed, 1 obtained their reprieve of the King, my 


father, but they are quite unworthy of the life | would 


have given to them. They fhall die. Call fome of my 
_ officers, Let them carry the ſtrangers to the pagod, and 


deliver them to the divinity we ace Mihr afya under 


took to call. the officers herſelf. She went tor them, 


and returned in a little while accompanied with two 
negroes. Praw near, ſays the Princeſs; take theſe young 
priioners and carry them to the pagod. The negroes 
were about to ſeize us, when in the very inſtant ſhe cried, 


hold! I know not what emotion agitates my ſoul and 


oppoſeth the death of theſe two criminals. It is doubt=-. 


leis my hatred, which is not ſatisfied with ſo light a 
punithment. A quick death is too great a bleſſing for 


ſuch wretches, Let them both live, but let it be in tor- 


ment. Send them to the Nub, and let them grind night 


and day; ſuch a painful life will revenge me better than 
their death. 8 5 
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Sbe then ordered the negroes to PERS] us to a place in 
| the He, where there were hand-mills, to ſet us to work, 


and never let us reſt a moment ; which orders were pre- 


ſently executed, We were carried to the mill, and, as if 

grinding all day was not work hard enough for us, they 

made us fetch ſuch heavy burdens of wood that we could 
ſcarce move under them, not being uſed to ſuch hard labour, 


D 


The negroes, who ſaw how we were ſpent by it, malici- 
ouſly aſked us if we had no mind to grow amorous. This 
queſtion bringing into our memories the image of our 
ladies, inſpired us with freſh vigour. We had rather uy 
at the mill, than again have the ſight of them. = 
One day theſe negroes left us a great quantity of corn 
FE grind, faying, We are going to the horde, ſee that it be 
ground by that time we return. When my confident 


and I were by ourſclves, Saed, ſaid J, now that our ene- 
mies are gone, let us improve the opportunity; let us get 
to the ſea fide, perhaps we may there find ſome bark in 


which we may make our eſcape, or may ſee ſome ſhip to 
take us aboard, upon our making a fignal. I agree to it, 
my Prince, replied Saed ; let us do what we can to get 


out of this fatal iſle. If Heaven does not help us to far 


as to preſent us with ſome fair occaſion to fly from this 


iſland, we will throw ourſelves into theſea; and I believe 


it will be more pleaſant to periſh in the WAVES, than to 


continue thus or inding at the mill. 


I was in the ſame mind with my confidant; We got 


to the ſea ſide, which was not far off, and found there a 
boat faſtened to a pole; it was a negro fiſherman's, whole. 


dwelling was not far a We .immediately untied the 


boat, and put to ſea, abandoning ourſelves | to the mercy 
of the winds and the waves. 


- 1 


HUN DR D AND FIFTH DAY. 


E had ſcarce cot our oars in hand, and were clear 
y of the ſhore, when we efpied the negro to whom 


| the boat belonged : he made a dreadful bellowing after 
us, when he found we were going off with it; he 


threatened us, but his menaces and howlings were all to 
no purpoſe. We were got out to ſea, and loſt light of 


the iſland before night, We Ranged Heaven for our 
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deliverance, and were as glad as if we had arrived at a ſafe 


port: though we were upon the main occan, without 


proviſions, and the weak veſſel that carried us was every 


moment in dagger of ſinking, yet we thought of nothing 


but our having eſcaped out of the hands of the negroes. 
Wie were not ſo much afraid of periſhing by the waters, 


as of being devoured by a ſerpent. 


After having failed all night at random, we perceived 
next morning, as ſoon as it Was day, a little iſland; we 


made to it. The firſt thing we ſaw were ſeveral trees, 


© 


loaden with fruit, which bore the branches to the ground. 


It was the more welcome fight, for that we began to 


have very good ſtomachs: we gathered of them, eat 


them, and found they were excellent. Upon this a per- 


fect joy ſucceeded to the terror the negroes had put us 


into; and, laughing at the very things that had moſt ter- 
, Tified us, we fell a rallying each other on the amdurs we 
had diſdained. When we had retreſhed ourſelves a little, 


we tied our boat to a ſtake, and went up into the He. 4+ 


never faw a more agreeable place; it was full of aloe 


trees and other fine woods, of all ſorts of fruit-trees, of 


ſprings, and beauteous flowers. 


What we were moſt ſurpriſed at was, that though this 


_ iſle was fo commodious and plesiunt, yet it appeared 


deſerted. What means it, ſaid I to Saed, that this iſland 
1s not inhabited? We are not ſure the firſt that came 
bither ; others muſt have diſcovered it before, us. Why 
is it abandoned ? My contidant replied, Since nobody 

lives here, my dear Prince, it is a certain ſign that nobody 


Can live here; there is ſomething or other ſo inconvenient 
in it, that it is not to be inhabited. Ah poor Saed ! he 


little thought when he ſaid it that he was ſpeaking fo 
much truth. 

We ſpent the day in rejoicing that we had got ſafe 
thither, and in walking up and down. When night 
came, we repoſed ourſelves on the grafts, which was ena- 
melled with a thouſand flowers of the fineſt odour. We 
ſlept deliciouſly; but when I awoke, to my great aſto- 


niſhment, I found myſelf alone. I called again and again 


upon Saed, but he made me no anfwer. I aroſe to ſeek 
for him; and having gone over à good part of the iſle, 1 
returned to the place where we ſlept, imagining I might 
find him there. I in vain waited for him all "that day 
and the following night, and then deſpaired to ſee him 
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any more. I made the air refound with my moans and 
wWailings. Ah! my dear Saed, cried I, what is become 
'of thee? While I had thee with me, thou helpedſt me to 
bear the burden of my ill fortune; thou didſt ſooth my 


Pains by dividing them with me: by what ill hap, by 
what enchantment am I robbed of thee ? What power, 


more cruel than negroes, has parted us? I had better 


have died with thee, than live here alone. 
I could not comfort myſelf for the loſs of my confidant, 


nd was puzzled to comprehend what could have befallen 


him, I grew deſperate with my grief, and reſolved alſo 
to deſtroy myſelf in that ifle, I will go all over it, ſaid 


I; I will find out Saed, or die. I then went to a od 


I had ſpied at ſome diſtance, and coming to it, found in 


the middle of it a caſtle, very well built, encompaſſed with 


broad and deep ditches full of water, with a draw-bridge, 
which was down. I entered into a large court, paved | 
with white marble, and advanced to the cate of a very 


fine building of aloe wood; ſeveral birds were wrought 
upon it in baſſo relievo: and on the gate was a great | 


S 


brazen lock, in the ſhape of a lion; a key Was Nan ing 
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to it by a chain, of braſs alſo; ] put it into the lock, 


and the latter broke like glaſs. The gate opened rather | 
of itſelf than by my unlocking ; it at which I was extremely 


ſurpriſed. I came within it to a ſtaircaſe of black marble, 
I mounted it, and firſt entered a great hall, whoſe furni- 


ture were hangings of ſilk, and cold tapeſtry, and brocade 


ſofas: thence | went into a chamber, which was richly 


furniſhed ; but I did not mind that ſo much as a young 


lady whom I ſaw there ; the was pertectly beautiful, anc 


her beauty drew all my attention. She lay on a oreat 
ſofa, her head reclined on a cuſhion; ſhe was gorgeoul] 
dreſſed, and near her ſtood a table of black Jaſper; her 


eyes were cloſed, and I had reaſon to doubt whether ſhe 


was living or not. I went up to her as loftly as I could, 
and perceived that the breathed« 
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